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PREFACE 

The plan upon which BaptlBt Biography is being published is 
co-operative. Leading Baptists, preachers and laymen, have been 
invited to furmsh brief data on their livee and work. Some one 
best qualified, by reason of his acquaintance with the character 
and work of the subject, was requested to prepare the sketch from 
the data furnished. The subjects of these sketches are, therefore, 
in no way responsible for what is said of them. While the mann- 
scripts have been carefully edited, the authors have been permit- 
ted to pve their own estimate of the subjects. If the sketches 
are not true to the character and life of the subjects the authors 
are responsible. 

The number of authors of these sketches is nearly equal to the 
number of subjects; hence, a great variety of style will be ob- 
served, which will lend interest to the reading. In most cases 
much more might have been said concerning the ancestry, youth, 
education and achievements of the subjects. It would require a 
whole volume to do justice to some of the men, but for the sake 
of brevity every sketch has been reduced to the minimum. 

It has been the aim of the publishers from the start to present 
the chief characteristics and labors of leading Baptists, and to 
give to the public a work which it will appreciate. This first vol- 
ume is a prophecy of what the succeeding volumes will be, and 
is sent forth with the hope that it will interest and inspire this 
and future generations. 

The Editor. 



INTRODUCTION 



Id 1S81 the Christian Index pnbliEhed a History of (Georgia 
Baptiate, with Biographical CompeDdinm, vhich is now out of 
print. This book begins vith the settlement of Georgia and deals 
vith the appearance and work of the Baptists in the State up to 
the year it was published. The information it contains ia accurate 
and of great value. It will be indispensable to the future historian. 

The major and most valuable part of this rare old book is its 
Biographical Compendium. It contains sketches of the life and 
work of four hundred and twenty-six preachers and laymen. In 
most cases a cut of the subject appears with the sketdi. The brief 
accounts of the beginnings and activities of these men are a mine 
of information. From them may be learned the struggles of the 
pioneer preachers of the State and South, and also the successes 
which attended their labors. The sacrifices they made to fit them- 
selves for their life work are inspiring to the preachers of this 
generation. The hardships they endured to preach the gospel and 
to establish churches in destitute places shame the preachers of 
today who covet easy places. Many of them made long journeys 
across the country, some on foot and others on horseback, to fill 
their appointments. They founded nearly all the institutions we 
have, and they laid deep and broad their foundations. Upon these 
foundations the men of this generation are building. The men of 
today have entered into their labors. They prepared the soil and 
sowed the seed for the present harvest. Blessed are the memories 
and labors of these Baptist worthies of other days. The wearied 
bodies of most of them are sleeping in the cities of the dead, and 
their blood-washed souls have been wafted on to glory; but their 
works still live to bless their survivors. 

This Biographical Compendium includes the sketches of min- 
isters Tho occupied the high and low places in our Baptist ZiOQ. 



It embraces the character and ' activities of the plain country 
preachers whose fields of labor were far back in the mountain 
fastnesses^ or among the sighing pines of the virgin forests of 
South Georgia. The converts of their ministry have made their 
way to the centers of population and have become the pillars of 
town and city churches. The labors of these obscure men have 
been fruitful^ and their sons in the ministry are filling the great- 
est pulpits in all the land and are leaders in all the departments 
of Baptist work in this and in other lands. Side by side with the 
plain country preachers were the giants of those days. Among 
these are the founders of the State and Southern Baptist Conven- 
tionSy the organizers of the State, Home and Foreign Mission 
Boards, and the founders of Mercer University, Bessie Tift College, 
and the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Through the 
denominational statesmanship of these men Baptist newspapers 
were launched and educational and benevolent institutions in Qeor- 
gia and other States had their beginnings. The names of many 
of these Baptist fathers are household words in Baptist homes; 
but, alas, little is known of the struggles and triumphs of their 
early life and of their achievements in after years, except from 
tradition. The few who have a copy of this Biographical Com- 
pendium know the full story of their lives and labors, and for that 
reason they revere their memories and are inspired by their 
worthy examples. 

Only a few of the men whose sketches appear iu the volume pub- 
lished in 1881 are living. For many years the matter of bringing 
this work up to date has been agitated. The vast amount of labor 
necessary to gather and prepare the material and the necessary 
money with whidi to meet the expense of its publication have 
been the chief difficulties. The Christian Index lost money in its 
venture in the publication of the History of Georgia Baptists, with 
Biographical Compendium, and has not been in position to repeat 
its experienoe. 

No kind of literature is more valuable tiian biography. It is 
inspiring to read the stories of the lives of Grecian statesmen, 
orators, poets and painters. The biographies of the Caesars and 



(xlv) 



Ik 



of other mighty men of vslor of thoee days give an insist into 
the character of the Orecian and Soman Empiree vhich cannot 
be had in any other way. So with Uis aihei kingdoms and 
democracies of all the ages. 

The Btady of the characters of the Old and New Testaments is 
both interesting and inspiring. The faith and works of those 
in the primitiTe age provoked the prophets and apostles to like 
faith and good works. The characters of these prophets and apos- 
tles as portrayed in the Scriptures were an inspiration to Lather 
and Wesley and Bunyan and Carey and Judson and an innnmer- 
able host of others, indading our fathers. The lives of all these 
great men of the past have been demonstrations of the virtnee of 
the Christian religion. 

Even so the brief biographies of the preachers and laymen of 
today, including the women, will be a source of inspiration to the 
men and women of tomorrow. The editor has undertaken the task 
of gathering and arranging the material for the publication of a 
series of volumes of not less than four of Baptist Biography, for 
the pleasure and profit of the future generations. These volumes 
will serve as data for the author of the future history of Baptists. 
It must be admitted that the first volume will be an ornament to 
any library, and its contents a mine of information concerning 
the men who have brought and are bringing things to pass in the 
interest of the kingdom. The brief stories of the character and 
work of the men whose sketches appear in this volume will be 
held as sacred treasures by the men and women of the futore. 

Thx Editob. 



WILLIAM COX ALLEN. 




The Bubject of this sketch, Rev. Will- 
iam Coi Allen, was born in the Free 
State section of upper Marion, now 
Dillon county, South Carolina, June 
id, 1879. His father, William B. 
Allen, Btill a useful and active citizen 
of his county and State, and an ei-Con- 
federate soldier, loyal to the cause, is the 
son of the Rev. Joel Allen, a pioneer 
Baptist preacher, and Nancy Watson 
I Allen, a remarkably strong and positive 
I character. His mother, Theodosia Cox 
Allen, a woman possessed of unusual 
strength of character and beauty of life, is the daughter of John 
J. and Emeline Hatchel Cox, both devout Christians of the Bap- 
tist faith. 

Strong, sturdy traits of character, industry, thrift, devotion to 
daty, strict integrity and high ideals supported and enlarged by a 
firm faith in God were the inheritance left to William Cox Allen 
by an ancestry rich in the best gifts of life. In this respect no one 
ever bad a finer legacy or put it to better use. It is no wonder 
then that with forbears sach as these forward-looking men and 
women then and now, and with their good example to strengthen 
and inspire, this worthy son has found it easier to follow the path 
of duty and reap early in life a goodly measure of success in the 
high calling he has chosen. 

For every man of power and influence born and reared in the 
citf, the country has furnished at least nine, and this proportion 
holds good in all the vocations of life. William Cox Allen is no 
exception to the rule. He was bom on a farm, where he was reare<l 
end learned to do all kinds of useful work. And it is not too much 
to Bay that here, too, he learned the lessons of self-reliance, initia- 
tiTe, indostry, and persistent pluck which characterize his work as 
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a minister of the gospel. Certain it is that from the country side, 
from fields and forests, from flowers and birds, from the thou- 
sands of beautiful things in nature's garden he got a new vision 
of Gk)d and felt an irresistible call to preach. 

Centerville Academy and Dalcho High School were the common 
schools at which he got his early training. They were country 
schools of the old order which were wanting perhaps in some of 
the requirements of the present day but furnished an opportunity 
to the eager and ambitious student to lay the foundation of a good 
education. A literary society organized in connection with the 
Dalcho school was one of the chief advantages offered to those who 
availed themselves of its privileges and gave invaluable training 
in the art of public speaking. William Cox Allen was an active 
member of the society and early developed a talent which other- 
wise might have lain dormant. 

But the country school did not satisfy his thirst for knowledge. 
He longed to go to college and in 1897 he realized this desire and 
entered Furman University, the Baptist College of his State. It 
was in this institution that he gave promise of a career of great 
usefulness and power. Studious in his habits, and with a quick 
and ready mind, he soon won his place as a student. But it was 
not only in the class room that he was content to excel. The literary 
societies, athletic field, Y. M. C. A., and all the college activities 
found in him an energetic and enthusiastic worker and prepared 
him for leadership in after life. 

As an evidence of his varied interests and successful achieve- 
ments during his college course, he served as president of the 
Adelphian Literary Society, anniversary debater, member of the 
Echo staff, the college monthly, president of the Athletic associa- 
tion, originated the South Carolina Oratorical association and pre- 
sided at the first meeting held at Due West, South Carolina, in 
1899. In addition to oflBcial duties such as these he found time 
to be helpful to the student body, to serve them and to spread 
that contagion of good fellowship among them which has so mark- 
ed his fruitful ministry. 

In the Summer of 1900 he graduated from Furman University 
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with the A.B. degree and eoon thereafter entered the schoolroom 
as a teacher. For six consecative years he devoted himeelf vHb 
singular zeal and ability to the great vork of teaching and did 
much during that time to advance the cause of education in the 
State. He eerred succesaiTelj as principal of the Itunan school, 
Inman, South Carolina, one year, the Bichland-Eershav school 
three years, and the Horrell Hill high school, Richland county, 
two years. In each of these schools he was more than instructor 
and principal; he was a potent force to inspire the youth to better 
living. Had he coatiuued to teach he would now be holding an 
important place in the educational life of the State for he had 
already made a splendid start in ttiis direction. He returned to 
Ilia father the money for his college education and paid his own 
way at the seminary. 

But William Cox Allen had to preach. He had felt the call for 
many years and could not resist it longer. To do so would be to 
go contrary to God's plan and it was no part of him to disobey or 
refuse to follow the divine path of duty. So in 1905 he entered 
the Baptist ministry and was ordained to preach in 1907. In prep- 
aration for his life work he was a special student for one year at 
the Presbyterian Theological Seminary at Columbia, South Caro- 
Una, and later attended the Southern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary at Louisville, Kentucky. 

In 190? be was called to the pastorate of the Baptist church at 
Idtta, South Carolina, his old home, and ordained at Catfish Bap- 
tist church in July, 1907, near Latta, which church, with Little 
Rock Baptist church, he served for four years, but after this he 
served only the two first, viz : Latta and Catfish, which charge he 
served with great acceptabili^ for eight consecutive years. As a 
rule preachers are not chosen by boyhood friends and relatives to 
give spiritual light and assume leadership, and, If chosen, they 
would not, as a rule, succeed. Not bo in this case. William Cox 
Allen gave to the work of his first pastorate at Latta uncommon 
niergy, tact, patience, enthusiasm, and fidelify. The people re- 
sponded and the efforts of both pastor and people were greatly 
blessed. A new church building, a splendid brick edifice, erected 



4 BAPTIST BIOGBAPHY 

in 1908, stands as a monument and bears daily testimony to his 
good work in this field. And the most remarkable thing about 
this building is that every dollar for its construction was raised 
before a single brick was laid. It is true the congregation did 
its part by giving hearty and ready co-operation to the plan, but 
achievements of this kind do not happen of themselves. A record 
like this shows wise and intelligent leadership and is a fine tribute 
to the master hand at the helm. 

He was instrumental in securing a public library for Latta, his 
home town. 

It is no wonder then that when the pastor of this church re- 
signed in 1913 to accept an attractive call to the Baptist church 
at Clinton, South Carolina, his congregation refused to accept his 
resignation, and again when he was called to the Baptist church 
at North Augusta, South Carolina, in 1915, that they gave him up 
with the greatest reluctance. At this latter place, his present 
pastorate, he and his congregation have just completed a comfort- 
able and commodious Sunday-school plant, and there are many 
signs of progress for the future. 

William Cox Allen takes a live and active interest in all denomi- 
national work and gives his loyal support to every worthy cause. 
He has identified himself with the B. Y. P. U. of the State, was 
formerly a member of the Board of Trustees of the South Caro- 
lina Baptist Hospital, is now a member of the Board of Trustees 
of Furman University, and was elected assistant secretary of the 
South Carolina Baptist State Convention at its recent session at 
Newberry. 

In 1907 he married Miss Eva Padgette, of Saluda county, who 
died in less than a year. In 1911 he was married again to 
Miss Annie Sherwood, of Little Kock, Dillon county, and they 
have one child, a boy, Wilton Sherwood Allen. 

With a deep sense of his duty to God and man, with high 
ideals and aims, this wide-awake, progressive preacher, this safe 
and sane leader, has given himself with rare devotion to the busi- 
ness of the King. 

In him we find the golden mean — the good preacher and wise 
ptator. May his labors continue long in the service of his Ood. 
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WILLIAM WTLIE ABNOLD. 




William Wylie Arnold, bod of Nannie 
Maxwell and William Sanders Arnold* 
was bom in Lexington, Qeorgia, April 
16th, 18fi3. Hie father died while he 
was but an infant; be lived on the farm 
until fourteen years old, attended Broad 
River High School, and graduated at 
Mercer University. He was admitted 
to the bar and practiced law with much 
success for three years in LaQrange, 
Georgia. Sealiziog that be must preach 
the gospel, he was ordained to that work 
in August, 1886, in the First Baptist 
church of LaGrange, by a presbytery composed of Drs. H, H. 
Tucker, R. H. Harris, J. A. Wynne, and Rev. A. R. Callaway. 
He taught successfully as principal of Hogansville Institute sod 
Long Cane Academy. 
These are the leading points in & brief survey of an active life. 
To nnderatand a man's character, one must look at the begin- 
ning. One little incident of his boyhood stands out like a fine 
old cameo, with its clear-cut, yet delicate features that charm and 
hold by its beauty and truthfulness, fascinating in its tender 
eweetnesB. Mrs. AxDold, afterwards Mrs. Callaway, gave to him 
all that was in her motherly heart, training him for the Lord. 
She wsB a brilliant woman, deeply consecrated. Having "lent him 
to tiie Lord," she diligently taught him God's Word, praying that 
in his own good time her son might be called to be a preacher. 
When a timid boy of thirteen he presented himself for baptism 
in old Sardie church, in Wilkes county, the pastor, Rev. L. H. L. 
Jennings, taking his trembling hand, with deep emotion, aaid: 
"Brethren, a little Samuel has come among us." His mother 
"treasured this in her heart" and often spoke of it in after years 
i^en her son became a preacher. The power and influence of Hub 
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godly mother were of a high order. To him she was the em- 
bodiment of all that a good mother could be; she was his beacon 
light amid the storms that came with the years. Modest as the 
proverbial violet^ like that lovely flower the fragrance of her beauti- 
ful deeds^ so quietly performed^ filled the lives of those about her 
with a charm that was irresistible. Dr. Arnold inherited this 
modest nature; he would never consent for his friends to seek 
to advance his interests by any 'Apolitical pulL^' 

As a student at Mercer he won every prize offered his dass^ 
and sharing the first honor^ he was chosen salutatorian among 
such men as Hon. Pope Brown^ Dr. Enoch Callaway and other 
noble men well known throughout the State. To his A.B. de- 
gree he added that of A.M. three years later^ and in 1913 when 
he preached the Commencement sermon at Mercer the trustees 
conferred that of D.D. on him. Thus it is seen that among men 
he could successfully compete and win laurels^ but so high was 
his conception of what a man of Qod should be, he struggled for 
ten years with the conviction that he must enter the ministry, 
before he would submit to ordination. 

In the full strength of his young manhood he wooed and won 
as his wife Miss Mary Callaway, of LaGrange, daughter of Bev. 
A. R. Callaway. This distinguished family scattered over (Georgia 
has been noted for its attractive women as well as noble men, and 
she was said to have been the loveliest of them all. Accomplished, 
keen of wit, and, withal, full of deep reverence for things sacred 
and good, she was an ideal wife for the aspiring yoimg attorney. 
And when he yielded to strong conviction, laying aside a growing 
practice, and took up the self-denying life of a minister, she 
readily assumed her share of the duties, and was a helpmeet in- 
deed. To these devoted lovers the highway of life spreading be- 
fore them was full of promise, their future roseate with possible 
achievement. No summit reached by other men seemed impos- 
sible to their ambitious souls, trained as they had been from 
childhood for service and filled with eager desire to attain. But 
affliction came and the shadow of a great sorrow settled upon them 
that deepened and darkened until it culminated in her death 
while comparatively young and the mother of a large family. We 
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are often distressed and perplexed b; wliat Beem "dark proTidenoetJ,** 
but Bometimee the design is so grscionsly lit by the gloiy that 
shines throogh, the SBd "Why" melts on trembling lips into * 
psalm of praise. God tamed their feet from the allnring highway 
and led them by the way of the valley. In meek submission th^ 
followed. 

At no other point, perhaps, is the Baptist cause so weak as in 
its undeveloped country and village charcheB, and it was to these 
that God led oar brother. These inactive, unoTganized churchea 
clog the wheels of progress, help to bring oar Boards into debt 
and cripple their neefnlness. During the last ten years of the 
centary there was an awakening along this line. Pn^perify 
brought railroads and schoolhousee, and new towns and Tillages 
sprang up, especiaUy in middle and southern Georgia, and the 
keen necessity for men of high qualifications to take hold in these 
places was felt. Dr. Arnold, with his splendid abilities, gave 
himself to this call. To great congregations of plain country folic 
and people of culture from schools and colleges, he preached the 
Word with eloquence and power. Patient and gentle, God gave 
bim the true shepherd heart that enabled him to lead his peoi^e 
into large and liberal things. One needs bat go over the round 
of his pastorates through the years to see the effect of his faith- 
ful Beed-Bowing Bpringing np into splendid fruitage. The old 
custom of annual collectione, a Bort of spasmodic fit Hut left the 
donors in a supine condition, became a tiling of the past, and 
steady development in systematic giving came as a harvest. Bame»- 
ville, Chipley, Hamilton, Bichland, Omaha, Coleman, Plains, Mo- 
Donough, Buena Yista, and at this time Thomaston, and country 
churches adjacent make up the group of various fields. God has 
wonderfully blessed him and many have been gathered into these 
churches as fmita of his labors. And he has been so happy io 
the devotion of his people who love him "for his work's sake.** 
Commodious and beautifal houses of worship have been built in 
many of these places and others remodeled and improved. The 
difficolt and delicate taek of raising large sums of money taxes 
the skill and wisdom of a pastor, but results show that Dr. 
Arnold has measured up fully to such requirementB. 
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He has also done fine cooBtmctiTe work in organizing and de- 
veloping Bome of the younger associations, notably the Pine 
Mountain and Summerhill, serving the latter as moderator for 
twelve conBecutive years. He waa a member of the Etdncation 
Board of the Georgia Baptist Convention seven years, and a trus- 
tee of Locust Grove Institute a term of years. He is a loyal 
Koii <if hii< alma mater, and in the campaigns for the endow- 
ment of Mercer had marked success, bo much so, that the beloved 
Dr. Pollock, then President, said to him: "You have done more 
for Mercer on your field than any man in the State." Beyond 
most men, ho has the blessed gift of comforting those in distresa 
cr trouble; having himself trodden the pathway of sorrow, he 
can enter the sanctuary of a grief-stricken home and carry the 
balm of heavenly consolation in the Master's name. 

His own spirit has grown in tenderness with the years, and 
is thus ripening for the heavenly garner. 



THOMAS JEFFERSON BAILEY. 



Dr. T, J, Bailoy was bom in Holmes 

Hcoimt)% Mississippi, six miles north- 
west of Durant, November 36, 1853. 
His father was Albert Bailey and his 
mother's maiden name was Eliza J. 
Siddon. 
In August, 1867, under the ministry 
of Rev. Thomas S. Wright, he was con- 
verted and joined the Pleasant Ridge 
Baptist church. Holmes county, Missis- 
sippi. He began at once to take an 
active part in religious and reform work. 
Before he waa twenty years old, he had 
written several essays which were read on various occasions and 
also several newspaper artidee, which elicited much favorable com- 
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meot from the older brethren. The distinction is his of never hav- 
ing bad an article which he offered to the press rejected. 

His father having given his aerviees and life to the Confederate 
cause, yonng Bailey was left, not only without a fatherly hand to 
gnide, but with the responsibility of a mother, two aifitere, and a 
younger brother upon his untried shoulders. But his indomitable 
energy and invincible purpose bore him up, while he toiled on tlie 
farm, with few of the comforts of life, spending two or three of 
the Summer monthB of each year in the country schools of the 
neighborhood. 

When a boy he was the acknowledged leader among bis com- 
panions in all their Bport and pastime. This characteristic, mani- 
festing itself BO early, has marked bis career all through life. 

On Saturday betore the first Sunday in December, 1873, be was 
licensed to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ; and on April 29, 
1876, was ordained by order of the Pleasant Bidge Baptist church, 
at the hands of a council composed of Revs. T. S. Wright, H. W. 
I'ortwood, J. A. Liader, and A. V. Howe. In September, 1875, he 
entered MiBsissippi College, which is the Baptist College of the 
State for men, located at Clinton, where be took his literary 
course. He was there during the yearB of 1875-1879. 

On July 13, 1879, he was united in marriage to Miss Emma 
Uoseley, who has in a noble, loyal, setf-sacriiicing spirit stood by 
his Bide, sharing with him his joys and his sorrows. The fruits 
of tbiB union are eight children, five Bons and three dau^ters, all 
of whom have reached their majority and are useful men and 



The first five years immediately following the close of his col- 
lege life were with bim strenuous years. In addition to superin- 
tending a small farm and superiutcnding a high school, teaching 
advanced mathematics, Greek and Latin, three classes in all, be 
served four churches, dividing hia time equally among them. This 
triple work vae neceeeary because of his responsibilities. In addi- 
tion to caring for his own family, he helped to care for his mother, 
and at the same time took care of a debt of $1,300.00, incurred in 
bis college course, which was the only debt he ever made without 
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having it secured with something visible and tangible. In five 
years he paid this with ten per cent, interest, met all current ex- 
penses, and owned a home in Goodman, the town in which he set- 
tled at his marriage. 

He was clerk of the Yazoo Association for several years, and later 
was elected moderator for several sessions of the association. He 
was an expert at clerical work, filling at different times many im- 
portant clerical positions. 

He was during 1894-1897 editor of the Baptist Layman, pub- 
h'shed at Winona, being at the same time pastor there. He was 
also editor of the Baptist Becord, the organ of the Baptist State 
Convention, filling the latter position for fourteen years, 1898-1912. 
He owned the majority of the stock in the Mississippi Publishing 
Company, which he organized, and whose stock he raised. 

At different times he was secretary, treasurer and president of 
the Mississippi Baptist Convention, and was for many years a 
member of the Convention Board, and its treasurer. 

Several years ago Mississippi College, his alma mater, conferred 
upon him the degree of D.D., in recognition of his public services 
to the denomination and his scholarship. 

These have been his pastorates : Pleasant Hidge, his home church, 
was the first, covering the period from 1876-1879, while in college. 
At the same time he was serving Pisgah, ten miles north of Clin- 
ton, the domicile of the college ; Harlands Creek, Doaks Creek, and 
Macedonia, each once a month, 1880-1882; (Joodman, West Mt. 
Vernon, Ebenezer, and Pickens, each once a month, 1882-1893; 
Winona, full time, 1894-1898. It is a fact worthy of note that, 
during his active ministry in the pastorate, a period covering over 
twenty-two years, he received on the score of salary $5,453.35 more 
than was promised him, not that every church paid all it promised, 
but that the aggregate receipts were $5,453.35 more than the 
aggregate promised. 

Dr. Bailey has received almost every honor in the gift of his 
brethren, who have seemed delighted to do him honor. 

Thirty years ago he wrote a very strong paper against the dance, 
which he published in pamphlet form, under the title ^The Mod- 
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em Dance/' The edition of five thousand copies was soon ex- 
'hansted^ and the booklet is now out of print. 

In 1905, he and Bey. Z. T. Leayell, D.D., wrote, and he pub- 
lished, a ^^History of Mississippi Baptists from the Earliest Days/' 
The work contained 1,530 pages, divided into two neat Tolumea. 
This is the only history of Mississippi Baptists ever published or 
written. 

His home is now in Jackson, where he expects to reside imtil 
God shall call him to his well-earned reward. 

Early in 1914, fifty-eight of the most successful Christian busi- 
ness men of the State, seeing the urgent need of better moral con- 
ditions, as relate to the liquor question, unanimously elected him 
Superintendent of the Mississippi Anti-Saloon League, and, though 
other fields of activity were open to him, one of them being one 
of the best pulpits in the State, he yielded to the loud and urgent 
call of the friends of temperance and prohibition, and entered with 
his characteristic zeal and energy upon the work of improving the 
moral conditions of his State. Those who are in the best position 
to know say he is doing the crowning work of his life in the im- 
provement and enforcement of the anti-liquor laws of the State. 
He has shown himself very infiuential with the Mississippi legis- 
lature, having secured from it at its late session the passage of 
every law he requested. 

He is one of the best all-round characters Mississippi has pro- 
duced in his generation. He is a good, forceful writer, a good 
preacher and a good pastor. He is endowed with a keen insight 
into situations; imusual wisdom in dealing with men; and first- 
class ability in financial matters, having a number one rating with 
the commercial agencies. ''Owe no man anything'' has all along 
been his policy and practice in life, and though he reared and 
educated a large family, he is in easy circumstances, not owing 
one penny to any one in the world. It has been a fundamental 
principle with him, to do without what he could not pay for, 
whether he kept step with the march of fashion and custom or not. 

He believes, preaches and practices the simple precepts of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. His infiuence has been State-wide for the 
general uplift of humanity. 



n 
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Though he is now sixty-three years old, it ie remarkable hov 
much general reading he doeB, and hov much time he derotet to 
reading Latin, Greek and the Engliab cUaoca. These three sab- 
jects have been favorites with him for more than forty years. He 
is a close and painstaking student of the Bible, being both sane 
and safe in his interpretations. He is quite broad in his sympa- 
thies, but rigid in his adherence to the teachings of God's Word. 
He believes that one is not wrong or narrow because he belieres 
that two and two make four, no more, no less. 



LEVI ELDER BARTON. 



Dr. L. E. Barton, now in the good 
war of 1!HG entering on his duties aa 
pastor of the First Baptist church, at 
Fajetteville, Arkansas, was bom in 
Craighead county of the same State in 
1870. His father was W. H. Barton, 
born in Habersham county, Georgia, and 
reared near Greenville, South Carolina, 
and hie mother, Etiza Martha Morgan, 
was bom and reared in the same South 
Carolina settlement. In 1858 they set- 
tled near Jonesboro, Arkansas, in a seo- 
tion where every man was a pioneer and 
where the country was as undeveloped as any inhabited land in 
America. Here young Barton was born, as stated above. He 
worked on the farm and attended country schools until fourteen. 
Passing over six unaccounted-for years, we find him at tlie South- 
western Baptist University, now Union, at Jackson, Tennessee. 

The parentage, the location where he was born and reared, and 
the manner of his young life are all significant in the life of L. B. 
Barton. He came of rugged, honest mountaineer, pure-blooded 
Anglo-Saxon stock. He was brought np in a coontry where every 
man learned to make a place fOT^i||||||||H^2M "^^uiolod to the 
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IktrdBbips Qeceoeaiy uoder sach conditioDB, and he has never gotten 
any of these prindides oat of bis STstem. 

When the yoong man of twenty, in the year 1890, appeared at 
JackBon, Tennessee, to enter the UniTersit?, he might have been 
discouraged on learning that he mnst spend two or three years in 
the preparatory department before being admitted to the college 
classes, but he was undaunted. It soon dawned upon him that life 
was made up of single-handed battles, but, throwing himself 
against his antagonists, beating back every foe, he swept the field 
to the mountain top of victory. Here in 1898 he found in his 
hand his reward, an M.A. degree and the medals for oratory. 
While in college he was one of the founders and chief promoters of 
the Tennessee Oratorical Association, and Union TTnirersity's rep- 
resentative in the association's first annual contest. 

College and Seminary days over, we find the student pastor at 
Hope, Arkansas. In two years indebtedness on the pastor's home 
was lifted, mission offerings increased five hundred per (H'lit., and 
the spiritual life of the church raised to a higher plane. Four 
years at Suffolk, Virginia, resulted in the material increase in 
membership, the purchase of a pastor's home, while the pastor 
found time to conduct meetings in twenty counties and the chief 
cities of the State. At Quitman, Georgia, one of the handsomest 
church houses in the State was built at a cost of $25,000.00 and 
mission offerings were doubled. During four years at West Point> 
Mississippi, pastor Barton was able to lead the Stat« in mission 
offerings, increasing the church's gifts by five hundred per cent. 
The next pastorate was at Jackson Hill diurch, in Atlanta, Geor- 
gia. Here the difficnltieB of a large wicked city, the crowding of 
many chnrehes, lock of harmony in the congregation and a dispo- 
sition unfriendly to the spiritual life and progressive nature of the 
pastor, would have destroyed the metal in a ateel man, but in three 
years the membership was largely increased ami the Stiiidav-scliuol 
overflowed into the pastor's home, the pastor acquiring for his fam- 
ily a home in another part of the city. 

Among the writings of Dr. Barton there are two mission tracts 
ptAlisbed by the Home Mission Board that are classics, "I was a 
' and "Our Foreign Quests." 
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While in college Dr. Barton was president of his graduating 
dass and won the graduation medal. Some years later he deliy- 
ered the literary address for the school and the trustees conferred 
on him the degree of Doctor of Diyinity^ an honor which this con* 

servative institution has given to but few of her students. 

While in Mississippi Dr. Barton was on the board of trustees of 
Clark Memorial College and was one of the founders and chief 
promoters of the Baptist Education Commission and a member 
until he left the State and also a member of the State Mission 
Board. During his pastorate in Atlanta he was a member and Be- 
cording Secretary of the Home Mission Board, as well as a member 
and President of the Mission Board of the Georgia Baptist Con- 
vention. Throughout his pastoral life he has been in demand for 
school sermons and literary addresses. Some of the schools demand- 
ing his services and profiting by his gifts are here given : Boanoke 
Female Institute, Virginia; Central Female College, Arkansas; 
Norman Park Institute, Locust Grove Institute, and Bessie Tift 
College in Georgia, and Mississippi College^ Clinton^ MisaismppL 

Here are set dovm a few statements, where, if justice were done 
the subject, a volume would be required. L. E. Barton inherited 
the honesty of his parents and imbibed the spirit of a pioneer 
country, which gave him a nature to fight fair, but a will to win 
or die. All through his boyhood and school days these characteris- 
tics were evident, and they are no less apparent now. He knows 
no fear, neither of men or devils, and no man has risen so high 
that Dr. Barton's arrows of rebuke cannot reach him, if his life 
and conduct are dishonest or misleading to the public mind and 
conscience. With all this, no man can be more honest, more hon- 
orable, more just, or truer to a friend, or more helpful to the man 
who is honest and who is striving to do the right thing. He is a 
kingdom builder, concerning himself with that calculated to attain 
that end, and has no patience with the time-serving and self-seek- 
ing element in our national life, and, some times found, in the 
kingdom of grace. In his purpose to advance the Master's cause 
is the determination to extend it to the ends of the earth, and 
there is not a greater champion of Foreign lOssions in the South- 
em Baptist Convention. 
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L. E. Barton U the highest type of the manhood vUcb Jesus 
Christ souj^t to deTelop while he walked and worked with men 
on this earth. When he meets an enemy to' trath and rig^t, 
he is a lion showing no qnariers, demoUdiing everything in ai^t 
until the troth shall triumph. When he is leading his brethian 
along nntried paths, he is generous, kind and dear, and when 
he deals with a soul on the brink of eternity, but at the door of 
hope, all the tenderness and pathos of the Buffering Christ com- 
mand his being, and this world will never know how many sin- 
ecarred souls have been led by him from the brink of despair np to 
Calvary, where its bleeding victim bestowed his grace. 

Dr. Barton is a scholar, critical in investigation, exhaustive in 
interpretation, and clear as a sunbeam in elucidation, an avalanche 
in argument and a veritable cyclone in eloquence. As a preacher 
and successful pastor he has not been sorpassed among the young 
men of his day. At forty-six he is just now in the prime of life. 
With a vigoroos body, a keen intellect, an eloqoenoe scarcely equaled 
among us, constructive and progressive in nature, together with the 
love of the Ijord and a consuming passion for souls, his possibilities 
are beyond the conjecture of even his most intimate and admiring 
friends. In every State where he has labored he has done much 
to mould public sentiment and eialt the thinking in religious and 
moral life. Through the coming years he will be one of the few 
pioneers in the advance movements of the kingdom of Qod in its 
onward sweep to the ends of the earth. His many friends delight 
to bear testimony, for the gratification of hia children in coming 
years, that they have found no nobler soul than that of Dr. L. E. 
Barton. 
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WILLIAM JESSE BARTON. 




It was a favorite saying of "Uncle" 
Thornton Burke, a venerable and widely 
loved preacher in Cobb connty, Georgia, 
that "when God calls a man to preach 
he always calls somebody to hear him." 
He believed just as devoutly what the 
world is coming more and more to be- 
lieve and demand — that Qod never calls 
anybody but & reai man — a gentleman, 
if you please — to minister to his people 
in holy things. 

Measured by both of these standards, 
William J. Barton has proven himself 
a preacher called of God. He has always bad "somebody to hear 
him," and no man ever knew W. J. Barton to do a 'little" thing. 
While Ills fruitful ministry has largely been made up of doing 
the little things that "greater lights" perhaps would have over- 
looked, he has rejoiced to count everything that makes for the 
happiness and spiritual uplift of others as glorified by his Mas- 
ter's touch. 

Born at Canton, Georgia, September 16, 1857, his father being 
Wilson M. Barton, and his mother before her marriage. Miss 
Martha J. Daniel, he, like most other men who have ruled the 
world, whether in the kingdom of men or the kingdom of God. 
was brought up on the farm. Until he was twenty years old 
young Barton had God's wonderful hills for his daily companions, 
and in their sentinel beauty and glory they seemed to impart to 
the fiber of his being a granite-liko purpose, and likewise to guard 
him from the youthful vices that blight so many boys. 

But from bis home atmosphere and the preaching of the faith- 
ful men of God about him, he realized himself "a sinner who 
needed to be saved by grace," and when he was a farmer boy of 
seventeen he was happily converted to Christ, with the blessing of 
Ood-fearing parents upon him in his new life, but with the conn- 
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try churches aroimd him furnishing no special opportunity for 
vork, study, and growth for him and his youthful companions. 
Will Barton passed through that trying time which so many young 
OhristianB know during the formative period of their lives — ^their 
temptations and too often their backslidings. "I almost starred 
for something to do," said pastor Barton a few years ago, "and 
that is why I am bo much in earnest about having a good Baptist 
Young People's Union and young men's prayer-mcctinga in my 
churdies. I want to save other young Christians from the troa- 
bles I had when I was longing to be some account in the kingdom 
of God." 

And that has always been a notable thing about W. J. Barton's 
remarkably successful ministry. While he has fed "strong meat" 
to the older members of his flock — some people call him a "Hard* 
shell missionary" — he has never failed to grip the young people 
of bis congregation and boild them up into intelligent denomina- 
tional loyalty and joyous church activi^. 

When the young church member left his father's farm in Chero- 
kee county and began to clerk in a store in Canton, he refused 
to allow careless town boys to twist him into their lives of light- 
ness and folly; he stood firm as a rock in his devotion to God and 
the right, and left a deathless impression for good among the 
young men of Canton. 

Mr. Barton was first married, in May, 1880, at the age of 
twen^-three, to Miss Mary E. Spier, of Campbell county. She 
lived only twenty-K>ne months, leaving one son, Edgar, who still 
lives. In October, 1883, he married Miss Georgia C, York, of 
Marietta, Georgia. She lived sis years and nine months, leaving 
one daughter, Alice, who graduated with honor at Bessie Tift 
College. Two years after his second marriage Mr. Barton was 
ordained to the ministry, the ordination taking place at the Mari- 
etta Baptist church, the presbjrtery consisting of Bevs. J. B. 
Lloyd, moderator; J. H. Harris, secretary, and I. M. Springer, 
pastor of the church, and W. J. Spears, moderator of the Concord 
Association. 

For several years W. J. Barton presented to the world the strik- 
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ing picture of a successful preacher-drummer. He knew how to 
sell hardware for the King Hardware Company, of Atlanta, but 
he never lost an opportunity to preach the gospel, whether to a 
wayside congregation who coveted his growing powers in the pul- 
pit, or to a company of fellow-drummers on the train or sitting 
in a hotel lobby at night. 

Finally, his calls to give himself wholly to the ministry became 
BO insistent without and so commanding within, that the highly 
successful drummer gave up a magnificent salary, with prospects 
of speedy financial promotion, and entered, without reserve, that 
beautiful life of sacrifice which is exemplified in every faithful 
minister of Jesus Christ — ^the most unselfish set of men upon the 
whole the world has ever seen. 

And then, W. J. Barton did a mighiy sensible thing — ^he mar- 
ried Miss Alice M. York, an active church worker in Marietta, 
who had had the care of his little daughter, her niece, for several 
years, and who for twenty-five years has made him one of the 
most helpful "preachers' wives'' God ever gave to any man. 

In March, 1916, this happy, consecrated couple celebrated their 
'^silver wedding," and there is no better evidence of the spirit 
that has made this stalwart man of Gk>d the success that he is, 
than is found in the following letter. It was written to him by 
Mr. (Jeorge E. King, President of the Kling Hardware Company, 
one of the most honored business men in Atlanta, and with whom 
the "preacher-drummer" was associated for nearly eight years. 
This letter gives too fine an insight into the character of the sub- 
ject of this sketch not to have place in this story: 

"Enclosed I hand you a check for $25.00, and with it goes 
my very best wishes for your continued health, prosperity, and use- 
fulness. It may be well for you to know that because of our early 
association, few people have influenced my thoughts and my prac- 
tices in business more than you. Your unfailing uprightness and 
straightforwardness was a great help and encouragement to me 
as we struggled together in the early days of my Atlanta enter- 
prise. With kindest regards to Mrs. Barton and yourself, sin- 
cerely, Geo. E. King." 
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The clmrches aerred by Hr. Barton as pastor have come in the 
following order: Tayloraville, Seventh Baptist, Atlanta, Beach 
Spring (noT Kirkvood), UcBae, Hazlehnrst^ Ocdlla, Abbeville 
KashviUe, and Cornelia, all in Georgia, and now Homeateod, Flor- 
ida. It is doubtless safe to say that his nioet notable work in 
the pastorate has been done at McBae and Ocills, where he stayed 
nine years each, and Cornelia. 

During bis McBae and Odlla pastorates, nearly twenty-two 
thousand dollars were given to the Mercer Umversily endowment^ 
besideB large sums to Bessie Tift College and missions. He is one 
preacher who has never been afraid that he himself would sofFer 
if his people were led to do great things for God's cause. And as 
missionary of the Mission Board for several years, as Field Secre- 
tary of Bessie Tift College, at Forsyth, Bonn-Bell (now Pied- 
mont) Institute, at Waycroes, W. J. Barton has preached with 
tremendous power the necessity of intelligent, nnselfish gifts to 
missions and Christian education as the basis of real church prog- 
reas. 

Although having only common school advantages himself, he 
has tried to supply by arduous study his own conscious need, and 
has been an apostle of Christian education in the pulpit and the 
pew. And lacking what some might call the "evangelistic tem- 
perament" this virile and vigorous preacher has been a notably 
successful evangelist through the positive power of the fundamen- 
tal truth he has preached with such fearless bravery and sudi 
victorious faifli. 
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THOMAS JEFFERSON BECK. 

The aeries of biographies of Baptists 
would be incomplete without a brief 
sketch of Dr. Thomas J. Beck, not 
that he has been a briUiant meteor, 
shooting athwart the sky, attracting at- 
tention b; its erratic display, and then 
going oat in darkness, but because his 
life and work have been that of a fixed 
star, shining with steady and unerring 
light 

Dr. H. H. Tucker said of friendship : 
"It is like a little rill trickling down 
into the soul, cooling, refreshing, invig- 
orating, causing thousands of pleasant emotions to spring up, like 
Sowers to adorn its banks, or like lilies lifting their heads above 
the gentle wave." Dr. Beck is- so devoted to his friends that Dr. 
Tucker's words came spontaneously in thinking of Dr. Beck. 

The subject of this sketch was bom in Warren county, Qeorgia, 
February 27, 1838— the son of Thomas J. and Nancy Beck. Hia 
early life was spent on the farm at hard labor until he was twen^ 
years of age. He had the mere rudiments of an education, as 
no schools were near; nor was there a Sunday-school in reach, and 
his religious impressions and training came from his mother. Bot 
she recognized in her son the elements of a man, and upon his 
mind and heart she wrought, as upon an anvil, and fashioned her 
handiwork in the image of her Uaker. His mother was a shrine- 
maker — her home one within whose sweet seclusion and repose 
the religion of Christ was cherished and taught By contrast erne 
recalls the erratic life of Lord Byron, who so needed a mother's 
care and training. Listen to his wail in Childe Harrold : 
"Yet must I think less wildly; 1 have thought 
Too long and darkly, 'til my brain became 
In its own eddy boiling and o'erwrought, 
A whirling gulf of phantasy and flame; 
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And thuE, nntanght in youth m; heart to tame 
My i^ringg of life were poiBoned." 

Dr. Beck entered the Freshman daae at Mercer in the Fall term 
1869. He left Mercer to join the Confederate arm; as chaplain 
at the For^-fourth Oeorgia regiment. And he vas a soldier- 
chaplain after the order of Dr. Morgan CalUwaj. 

When the Confederacy collapsed Dr. Beck retimed to Mercer 
and was graduated in 1867. His college life was that of a bard 
student. The books, the libraries, the dass instructionB opened 
np to him a veritable land of enchantment. His inflaence over 
the band of students who gathered at Mercer just after the war 
was like the mother-spirit of Christ, and, while gentle of manner, 
waa yet so strong in character that the student body recognized in 
him a fatherhood, and paid bim universal homage. Dr. Beck waa 
inducted into the Lord's kingdom in 1851 and was ordained to the 
ministry in 1868, The presbytery was Drs. N. M. Crawford, 
H. H. Tucker, S. G. Hillyer, and a brother Singleton, t theolo^cal 
atadent. 

After leaving Mercer Dr. Beck taught school, becoming the prin- 
cipal of Burdette High School in Wilkes county, Georgia. This 
adiool he made high class, having a tondi of the celebrated "old 
field" schools eo noted in middle Georgia in ante-bellom days. 
Every Friday afternoon waa devoted to declamation on the part 
of the boys and composition by the girls. Indeed, the exhibitions 
at this school were like college commencements. 

After teaching at Burdette from 1868 to 1874, Dr. Beck tau^t 
at Danburg, the same county, teaching four years, and building 
np a most excellent school, after the order of Burdette. 

On December 16, 1869, Dr. Beck married Miss Mary L. King, 
with whdm he fell in love while a student at Mercer. In all his 
school work his wife taught music, and also assisted in the teaching. 
The Kings were from Liber^ county, Georgia, and refugeed to 
Greene. 

Inducements were held out to him to go to Tennille, in Wash- 
ington coun^. Here he taught five years, building np one of 
the best and largest schools ever taught in that section. 

While teaching. Dr. Beck also served diurcbes. His pastoratei 
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in Wilkes were Danburg, Ebenezer^ Greenwood, and Lincolnton, 
serving each of the first three nine years, from 1869 to 1878, and 
the last one year. He was pastor of the Tennille chnrch twenty 
years, from 1878 to 1898; Sandersville, one year, 1895; Hephzi- 
bah, six years, 1888-1896 ; Davisboro, eight years, 1895-1903 ; Bar- 
tow, Jefferson coimty, fourteen years, 1898-1904, and again from 
1907 to 191ff; Hagan, Tattnall county, seven years, 1903-1910; 
Green Hill, Screven county, eight years, 1907 to 1915. Mr. Beck 
is now in charge of Green Hill, Bartow, and Bethany, which is 
in Washington county. 

What a glorious record ! Teaching fifteen years, and preaching 
all the while from 1868 to 1916, and still serving churches. The 
memories of this must give to his subjective life most beautiful 
and comforting recollections and reflections. 

Dr. Beck's marriage was a most fortrmate one. Mrs. Beck was 
in every sense a helpmeet. She radiated charm and her home 
was ideal. But she did not survive her husband, for the angels 
also wanted her. On the day of her burial a prominent brother 
said: "Sister Beck will be greatly missed. During the twenty- 
seven years she has lived in our community I have gone into many 
houses were there were sorrow, sickness — and death, and nearly 
always the first face that greeted me was that of Mrs. Beck. None 
could minister comfort to the sorrowing, relief to the a£3icted, 
succor to the distressed more than she.'* 

Dr. Beck has always been a warm supporter, and zealous advo- 
cate of all the benevolent interests fostered by the Baptist denomi- 
nation, its colleges and schools and boards. 

When Dr. Beck resigned his long pastorate at Tennille Dr. E. 
J. Smith was elected to succeed him. On the occasion of the 
celebration by the Tennille church and people. Dr. Smith, one of 
the speakers, said: ''When I was elected pastor of this church, I 
hesitated, for my professor of homiletics warned our class never 
to accept a pastorate where the former pastor remained in the 
community. As the former pastor remained in the community, 
1 questioned the advisability of accepting. I did accept, with 
misgivings. But my fourteen years of experience have proved the 
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groundleBBiiess of my fears. So far from brother Beck being a 
thorn in my aide, he has been a father to me, and a wise counselor 
and a loyal and faithful friend. With all the lapse of these years oiir 
cordial and fraternal relations have grown into ties of the closest 
Christian fellowship." That celebration was an ovation. 

So, as the lunal experience that 

"The flowers, life denied to yon. 
Lie on your coffin lid," 
is not that of Dr. Beck. He went into the Master's service to 
spread the gospel and win souls to Christ. As pastor the Lord 
has been pleased to bless his labors; Ms churches have prospered, 
growing in numbers and efficiency. In all of them he aroused 
the mission spirit, and quickened the Sunday-school work. The 
spirit of fairness and justice is so much a part of his very being 
that in none of his churches was he ever charged with partialit; 
or favoritism. 

Though walking now amid the evening Bhadows, which cast the 
mdlow glories of a beautiful sunset around him, he keeps at work, 
and is now pastor at the Bartow, Green Hill, and Bethany churches 
— a joy and a blessing to them. 

Since so enjoying the pastorate work for the past twenty years 
of release from the arduous duties of teaching, time afforded for 
study and research so dear to a student's heart. Dr. Beck some- 
times regrets he remained so long a teacher. His ideal which he 
strove to attain was to preach Jesus Christ and him crucified, but 
our ideals are not always attainable. Hoses died without attain- 
ing his. He went up through the "land of Moab," and fifteen 
hundred years later came down on "the land of promise." 

Dr. Beck's work, his example and life are an inspiration. He 
had to borrow the money to pay for his college course. Yet what 
glorious achievements have been his. He has spent his life in 
doing good. 

Enoch, of old, walked with God 300 years ; and from the day 
<d Dr. Beck's conversion in 1861, he has lived a life void of offense 
toward Ood and man ; and when he has departed to the world of 
spirits, it will be said of him, as of Enoch, 

"He walked with God." 
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JAMES AUSTIN BELL. 




connl^, South Carolina, VM 
the birthplace of James Austin Bell, 
June 26, 1849. Hie parents, Austin 
Alonzo and Eliza Cocbran Bell, were ot 
Scotch descent. After the War between 
the States, his widoved mother removed 
from South Carolina to Polk coon^, 
East Texas, where he grew to manhood, 
working on a farm, having few educa- 
tional advantages. On attaining his ma- 
jority he went to a boarding school for 
three years, maintaining himself largely 
by means of the money he had saved 
while on the farm. He was converted while still in his teens and 
united with Bethel church, 1867, at the time of the August meeting. 
He entered his high school and college life with a heart made new 
by the grace of God, and thirsted for knowledge. At Baylor Univer- 
sity he was an apt student and medalist, and was graduated aa 
valedictorian of his class with the degree of Bachelor of Arts, 1878. 
On Sunday before his graduation, he was set apart for the work 
of the gospel ministry in the Independence Baptist church, the 
presbytery consisting of Dr. Wm. Carey Crane, then president of 
Baylor University, J. M. Carroll, W. H. Dodson, and Beddin An- 
drews, President Crane preaching the sermon of the occasion. Soon 
after graduation he became pastor of the Baptist church at Heame, 
Texns. The second year, November 80, 1877, he married Miss Jen- 
nie Williams, of Louisville, Kentucky. After a short pastorate at 
Hearnc he went to San Antonio, Texas, where he taught school 
and preached at near-by churches until 1881, when he entered the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, at Louisville, Kentucky, 
where he spent a year. Leaving the Seminary he went to Edge- 
field county. South Carolina, and became the pastor of Behoboth 
church, near his birthplace, and Trenton. After a pleasant pas- 
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urate of seven years he went to Aiken, where he taught in the pub- 
ic school of the ci^ and preached to churches in neighboring towns. 
Sealth considerations caused him to seek a field in the upper part 
if the State. Locating in GaSnej, he was pastor of the Lime- 
rtone church and the church at Glendale for several years. 

Attracted to Gainesville, Georgia, because of its educational ad- 
rentages and unsurpassed climate, he located there and began a 
military school and gave his entire time to it for two years. 
Health failing he withdrew and took up again the work of the 
[Astorate, preaching at Lawrenceville, Games vi He, Clarkes- 
rille, and other churches. Under his leadership churches were con- 
stituted at Hoschton and Statham. After seven years at the latter 
place, he left a strong church in numbers and a new and excellent 
house of worship. After a residence of about twelve years at 
Qainesville, teaching and preaching to churches accessible from that 
place, he accepted the care of the church at Greenville, Georgia, 
where he continued as pastor about two and one-third years, making 
himself a useful minister and preacher. While at Greenville he 
was also pastor of the church at Waverly Hall. Afterward he be- 
came pastor at Lumpkin and at the close of the second year moved 
to Madison, one of the residential towns in central Georgia, and 
took up residence in the hope of getting into suitable fields of labor 
accessible from that place. While waiting for an opening, he did 
some excellent field work for the denomination and especially for 
the circulation department of The Christian Index. At this writ- 
ing he is happily located in Athena, Georgia, where he is the pastor 
of the West End Baptist church. 

Mr. Bell is well posted as to denominational affairs and takes 
a lively interest in whatever concerns the denominational welfare. 
He baa a wide range of knowledge of men and affairs among the 
Baptists of the South, and has rendered valuable service to the 
several churches and commimities where he has lived and labored 
either as pastor or teacher. He keeps to the well-tried paths of 
denominational leaders, adheres to a sound interpretation of the 
Scriptures as a safe basis for faith and practice, and ever placea 
the Bible as the highest authority in all matters of religions life 
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and conduct. He belongs to that close wboee thon^t and life 
make for conserving the denominational tenets and resources. He 
stands for progress in the faith rattier than departures from the 
faith. He has a fondness for denominational gatherlDgs and, when 
proper, he becomes an active participant in the proceedings with a 
view to helping the people to a better understanding of the mat- 
ters under discussion or to a better practice of what is clear and 
approved. He contributes news letters to the religious press from 
time to time and stimulates the interest of the wider public in his 
particular field, thus making the denomination aware of conditions 
that should be of vital interest to all who are pressing forward to 
common ends. 



HUGH ROBERTSON BERNARD. 



Dr. Hugh Robertson Bernard, Auditor 
of the AlissioD Board of the Georgia Bap- 
tist Convention, bears a name well known 
among Georgia Baptists, and held in 
honor by them for the service he has 
rendered now these many years. He is 
greatly beloved by a goodly company of 
men and women, who have enjoyed the 
privilege of personal association with him, 
and have felt the inspiration of his daunt- 
less faith and winsome spirit. It is the 
purpose of this sketch, to give in brief 
outline the outstanding facts in the life 
of this honored servant of the Master, who on January 26, 1916, 
was seventy-three years of age. 

Dr. Bernard was born in Robertson county, Tennessee, in 1843. 
He was reared on a farm and until his seventeenth year be at- 
tended country schools, fostered by private enterprise in the home 
community. A schoolmate and friend of his in these early days 
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WIS William Heth Whitsitt, afterwarda known to fame as Fred- 
dent of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminar;. 

At Beventeeu, Hugh Bernard became an assistant teacher in the 
communitj high school ; at eighteen, he was mastered into militar; 
service in the Southern army, and served continuous]; as a private 
in infantry ontil the battle of Besaca in North Georgia. In this 
engagement, he received a serious wound, which rendered him imflt 
for further duty. 

At the close of tlie war, fae returned to hie Tennessee home, and 
for two years taught school. Then he came to Georgia, where on 
the 23ud of August, 1867, he was married to Miss Uary £. Weatfa- 
erly, of Athens. While he has rendered service in different sec- 
tions of the State since then, Athens has through all the years 
been the home of his heart, and at Athens he and his beloved wife 
still have their residence. 

The young husband began his career in Georgia as a school- 
teacher. TheD he became a merchant at Athens, then a railroad 
num. First he was a station agent of the North Eastern Railroad 
of Georgia. From this position he was promoted to that of Audi- 
tor and later to the Snperintendency of the road. He was an able 
railroad man. In this responsible service. Dr. Bernard learned 
those splendid business lessons und acquired those invaluable meth- 
ods, which were in later years to be of so much value to Georgia 
Baptists. For twenty years, he served as County School Commis- 
sioner for Clarke county, of which Athens is the county seat. 

Dr. Bernard was reared a Presbyterian of the straightcst blue- 
stocking tji>e, and while the army was in winter quarters at Dal- 
ton, Georgia, he united with the Presbyterian church. At Athens 
he gave himself to a fresh study of the Scriptures, for he found 
himself dissatisfied with his religious position. This study re- 
sulted in his becoming a Baptist, and he was baptized inte the fel- 
lowship of the Athens Baptist church on July 7, 1872. He soon 
began to preadi, and was called to the pastorate of the Uars Hill 
church in the Appalachee Association, where he succeeded the 
elder P. H. Mell. His active ministry, as pastor, has extended 
over a period of more than twenty-five years, and most of his work 
doring this time was among the diarches in Oconee county. 
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While pastor Dr. Bernard became greatly interested in Meroer 
University. He delivered an address before the Georgia Baptist 
Convention at Gedartown on the endowment and enlargement of 
Mercer, which aroused great enthusiasm and which led eventually 
to his appointment as Financial Secretary of that institution. This 
was in 1896. Soon after this^ the Board of Trustees of Mercer 
conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. Since that 
date. Dr. Bernard has been constantly engaged in som<3 ofQdal 
capacity in the service of Georgia Baptists. He entered with 
enthusiasm into his work for Mercer, and his efforts were crowned 
with success. All the work he has undertaken since then has been 
blessed to the good of Gk)d's cause and has contributed to the 
progress of the Baptist denomination in Georgia. 

It was while he was pastor of country churches, that Dr. Ber-* 
nard conceived the idea that Georgia Baptists needed better organi- 
zation, as a means to greater efQciency in their denominational 
work. Out of his intense interest in this matter, was bom the 
Schedule and the Schedule Appeal Plan under which they are now 
conducting their work. 

Previous to 1900, Georgia Baptists had no Board of Education. 
"When the Convention met at GriflBn, Dr. Bernard introduced a 
proposition for organizing a Board of Education. He did not suc- 
ceed in securing such an organization, but an agitation was began 
which after seven years resulted in the creation of our present 
Board of Education. 

During the time of his pastorate, Dr. Bernard founded and con- 
ducted for four years a monthly magazine. The Southern Advance, 
which was devoted to the discussion of methods in denominational 
work. He also aided in conducting and editing the Religious 
Forum, which for a year was published as a weekly paper in 
Atlanta. This later gave place to "The Golden Age,'* with which 
publication Dr. Bernard was connected for a brief period. 

In 1907, he retired from newspaper work, and accepted the posi- 
tion of Auditor of the Mission Board of the Georgia Baptist Con- 
vention. Prom then until now he has filled this position, and has 
also been Secretary of the Committee on Co-operation, a commit- 
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tee whose Tork is fundamental in the Georgia Baptist scheme of 
activity. 

The work of Dr. Bernard with the Mission Board has been a 
difitinct and marked success. He has not entirely escaped the com- 
mon lot of pioneers in thought and action. He has sometimes 
been misunderstood. At the same time it is to the credit of Geor- 
gia Baptista and is also a gratifying vindication of the wisdom of 
this man of God, that he has been permitted to see the fruition of 
more than one important program in our Baptist life for which he 
contended when he stood almost alone and faced the active opposi- 
tion of many. 

Dr. Bernard has been one of the statmchest friends and sup- 
porters of the organized work of the Georgia Baptist women and 
he enjoys the unstinted and cordial admiration of these elect wom- 
en. During all the years of his active service to Georgia Baptists, 
he has found time to write for the Christian Index and other 
papers, and also to write tracts and other articles. He wields a 
trendiant pen, and what be writes is gladly read. In 1913, Dr. 
J. J. Bennett, then Secretary of the Mission Board, became ill. 
In 1914, the work of Dr. Bennett fell on the shoulders of Dr. 
Bernard. With wisdom and faithfulness, with marked ability and 
untiring energy, though the accumulated years were beginning to 
tell upon him and to deplete bis large stores of physical vitality. 
Dr. Bernard set himself to this double task, and the results were 
truly remarkable. In that year, more money was collected than in 
any year that had preceded it. 

He is now past his three-score years and ten. He is truly a faith- 
ful servant of the Master, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. His wonderful 
frankness and courage are supplemented and balanced by the almost 
womanly tenderness of his heart. Pile upon him though they 
may, the years will never be able to rob him of the perennial youth 
which has its springs in his aflfections. The ties of affection bind 
him tenderly to his brethren, because they bind them still more 
firmly to the Lord Jesus and to his wordn of truth. 

Veteran of many a battle, we salute thee ! Scarred on thy body 
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by the band of ■wax, thou are free from scars on thy regal spirit, 
because all scars there have been healed by the Great PhyeiciaiL, 
May the God of all grace deal gently with thee, and may all of ua, 
while thou art still in the fleeh, learn the lessons taught by thy 
Christly virtues, 

(NOTE) : After the sketch of Dr. Bernard was written and in 
type and read by himself, his beloved wife passed away on July 
23, 1916, and he followed her to their new and final home on 
August 12, 1916. 



BOBEBT LEE BIVIN3. 



Bobert Lee Bivina, pastor of Fnrlow 
Lawn Baptist church, Americus, Geor- 
gia, from 1S97 to 1916, was bom at 
Pineville, Marion county, Georgia, Feb- 
ruary 19, 1875. His father, Judge Mar- 
tin L. Bivins, who died in 1878, was a 
man of prominence and distinction. He 
was a Confederate soldier, and at one 
time a member of the Georgia Legisla^ 
turc, and judge of the County Court of 
Marion. His mother was, before her 
marriage to Judge Bivins, Miss Marttiena 
Cox, a sister of Prof. I. F. Cor, so long 
President of Cox College, and a first cousin of Gen. John B. Gor- 
don, When Robert was twelve years old she removed with her 
family to Auburn, Alabama, on account of its splendid educational 
advantages. Robert graduated at tie Alabama Polytechnic Insti- 
tute at the head of his class at the age of eighteen, taking a poet- 
graduate degree the year following. He then accepted a position 
as chemist with the Louisiana Experiment Station, in New Orleans. 
As a member of the church of which Dr. D. I. Purser was pastor, 
he decided to enter the ministry, and was licensed and ordained 
in 1896. He was assistant to Dr. Purser for a year, paying his own 
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expenses meanwhile b? teaching in the UniTersity School for Boys. 
He attended the Southern Baptist Theological Seminar; in the 
eeeeion of 1896-1897. 

In December, 1896, he was married to Miss UoUie Purser, wlio, 
herself the daughter of a minister, and a graduate of Hillman Col- 
lege, in Mississippi, has made him a true pastor's helpmeet. She 
has ever taken an active part in the work of the church, and also 
has served faithfully and well in the woman's work of the assoelar 
tion. In Jane, 1897, Bobert became pastor of Furlow Lawn Bap- 
tist church, Americus, Georgia, and continued with his first love 
to 1916. Singular to state he was the church's first pastor, and it 
was his first pastorate. He was by far the oldest pastor in his 
home town in point of service, and in all likelihood the oldest in 
the State in an every-Sunday pastorate. He has been Moderator 
of the Friendship Association and Chairman of its Executive Com- 
mittee continuously for about fifteen years, being chosen to these 
honorable positions without ever having any opposition. 

While doing a full pastor's work at Purlow Lawn he has been 
for several years also pastor at Rehoboth, Hebron, Pleasant Grove, 
and Midway churches, in the country near Americus, preaching 
to them on Saturday morning and Sunday afternoons. No finer 
tribute could be given him as a man and a minister than the will- 
ingness with which these churches changed from a morning to an 
afternoon appointment in order to secure his services. Equally at 
home in town and coimtry, and loving the brethren with a true 
shepherd heart, he is one of the best loved men in his section. He 
has been content to work in his own field, and though receiving 
numerous calls to other places, he has continued where be began, 
being free from that resUess spirit which seems to possess our age. 
With untiring patience he has pastored his flock, married their chil- 
dren, and bnried their dead, always "rejoicing with those that re- 
joice and weeping with those that weep." He contends that a pas- 
tor can do his best work after years of service in one place. The 
Furlow Iawu church, of which he has been pastor, has grown dur- 
ing his ministry from a membership of 43 to almost 500, the Sun- 
day-school and other departments of a live, »ip-to-date church show- 
ing a healthy growth, proportionately. He has been pastor of an 
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almost equal number of membera in the four conntrj dmrchefl aboTc 
mentioned. 

At all timee a spirit of harmony and good fellowship has pre- 
vailed, and from his church have gone out many prominent people 
to help carry on the work in this and other States. 

Mr, Btvins has aided as pastor-evangelist in many successful 
meetings in Georgia, and in other States. He has been ever loyal 
to the organized work, one of his fundamentals being that no agency 
of our denominational life shall be refused opportuni^ of pieaenta- 
tion and appeal. 

Earnest in his preaching, conscientioua in the performance of 
duty, patient and uncomplaining in his service, loving and tender 
in his ministry, Robert Bivins has endeared himself not only to the 
members of his own flock, bat to hundreds of others in hie com- 
munity and State. 

While it is true that he has done a great work already, still he 
is a young man, in the prime of his manhood and strength, and the 
years ahead should be his best and most successful. 



JOHN GORDON BLACK. 

John Gordon Black was bom in Beaa- 
for^ South Carolina, May 14, 1877, and 
from infancy bid fair to become a min- 
ister of the gospel. Even at a very early 
age lie would insist on playing 
"Church;" acting as the preacher, he 
would imitate in a most solemn and im- 
pressive manner tJio various ministers he 
had heard. 

His parents were both Georgians. TIi ^ 
mother. Miss Mary Burns, was of EfQng- 
ham county, and his father. Rev. James 
E. Black, a pastor in the Piedmont As- 
sociation for many years, and later a minister in Florida until 
his death in 1914, was of Screven county. 




BAPTIST BIOGRAPHY 33 

Mr. Black's early life waa spent on a little farm at Jesup, .Qeot- 
gia. He was converted at the early age of eleven. At that tinie 
there waa a strong sentiment against receiving children into the 
rhnrch, but be requested to be alloved to appear before the deacons; 
it was granted, and in the presence of those grey-haired men ha 
answered so unflinchingly and clearly their every question, that 
they waived the custom and received him into the church. 

In 1893, at the early age of fifteen, he waa licensed to preach by 
the old Altamaha Baptist church at Jesup. He was a faithful 
Bible student. Having built a sort of box on his plowstock, he car- 
ried his Bible in it, so he could read during the pauses for rest. 

Here is the story of bis real awakening, as told by Mr. Black 
himself: "In the Fall of 1894, a number of the great preachers 
of Georgia stopped over at Jesup on their way from the Georgia 
Baptist Convention, They had to wait some hours for connec- 
tions, and Dr. Hawthorne preached at the church. I was plowing 
that afternoon when I heard the bell ring, and aft«r supper went 
over to the town to see what the cause was. There I heard Dr. 
Hawthorne. The preachers went down to the depot after the serv- 
ices and I, a boy of seventeen, went along with them. I was in- 
troduced to them as the young preacher, but was too bashful in 
tiieir presence to attract their attention. However, just before the 
train came a young man of their number took me aside and asked 
me if I really intended to be a preacher. Then ho gave me some 
good advice about getting an education. I had not thought much 
about it; it had never presented itself to me as at all necessary. 
In that few minutes' talk that man fired me with a deeire to know. 
I shall never forget the last thing he eaid : 'Remember this : the 
man who is determined to rise and be something, men can't keep 
down and God won't' I have endured great privations in the effort 
to know, but that conversation, the inspiration of that five minutes' 
talk, has kept me at the job when the temptation to quit was almost 
overwhelming. And that man's name is Edgar £. Folk, editor 
of the Baptist and Reflector, Nashville, Tennessee. I love him for 
bis sterling Christian character, for his fearless championship of 
the right, but above all I love him for what be put into the mind 
and heart of that ignorant youth at Jeaup, Georgia." 
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At eighteen years of age he went to Tampa, Florida, and worked 
with his uncle, G. G. Bums, a deacon of the First Baptist churcb. 
One year later, with a little more than a year's schooling, he en- 
tered the Academic Department of Stetson University. He worked 
his own way through with the aid of $90.00 per year from the Mis- 
sion Board of Florida. He was the janitor of the Music Hall, and 
the University bell ringer. He not only made good in his studies, 
but he was also a member of the Varsity football team, glee dub 
and dramatic club. 

He was ordained as a minister in the First Baptist church, De- 
Land, Florida, August 12, 1899. His first pastorate was Green 
Gove Springs, Florida, which he held from 1899 to 1907. It may 
be interesting to note that he preached his first sermon there in a 
cadet uniform, simply because he had no other suit to wear. 
His financial struggle in school that year had been so hard that 
his mother had to send the stamps with which he wrote to her. 

Ill health caused him to leave school in his Freshman year, 
but he continued his pastoral duties. He was married in 1901 to 
Miss Myrtie Hull, of Green Cove Springs. But, alas ! their happy 
union was to be a short one, for in 1905 she died. 

He went back to the University that Fall, and in 1907 receiTed 
his A.B. degree, being the valedictorian of his class. During tins 
time, in addition to his charge at Green Cove Springs, he held two 
others, one at Titusville, Florida, 1902-1903, and the other at 
Oviedo, 1905-1907. 

Dr. W. N. Chandoin, who for twenty-one years was President of 
the Florida Baptist Convention, and for twenty years its Corre- 
sponding Secretary, was a member of Mr. Black's congregation at 
Titusville at the time of his death. 

In the Fall of 1907, Mr. Black entered the Rochester Theological 
Seminary. During his first year there he married Miss Alida M. 
(Jardiner, of Bucyrus, Ohio. For two years, while attending the 
Seminary, he was pastor of the Genessee Street Baptist church, of 
Bochester, and had another charge at Shelby, New York, but his 
long, hard struggle to get through school had so undermined his 
nervous system that he suffered a nervous breakdown and 
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TBS compelled to leave the Seminar; in his secood year/and shortly 
afterward he returned to Florida, vhere from 1910 to 1913 he 
held pastorates at Panama City, Cottondale, and Carribelle. 

In 1913 be went to Shellman, Georgia, where be is now the be- 
loved pastor. Mr. Black was for two years a member of tlie Eieca- 
tive Committee of the West Florida Association, and if now the 
chairman of the Executive Committee of the Bethel Association 
and its Sunday-school vice-president He is considered by some 
an expert in Sunday-school work. He is a poat-graduate in the 
Sonthenr Baptist Convention Teacher Training Course, and has an 
A-1 Sunday-school in his diurch. 

In speaking of Ht. Black, one said: "He has a passion for help* 
ing the young, a tender, loving heart that wins them and their 
confidence and gives him great power in guiding and shaping their 
lives until only eternity can show the increase from the seed he 
aows in this earthly field of the Master." 

He is a man's preacher, one whose congregations show a marked 
increase in masculine attendance until the usual proportion to 
women is reversed. Last year bis congregation numbered on an 
average two more men than women. In his preaching Mr, 
Black is virile, logical, evangelistic in tendency, never sensational, 
yet never fearing to attack existing conditions when necessary for 
fhe good of the kingdom. Hie life's work so far seems to have 
been the developing of weak churches into centers of aggressive 
Christian work along all lines. His church at present has a Bap- 
tist Young People's Union, a junior choir, a Woman's Missionary 
Sodety, an A-1 Sunday-school and a modem financial system. 

In general, we may say of Mr. Black that be has consecrated 
common sense, energy and is modest to his own hart, always put- 
ting Christ forward and implicitly tmsting in bim. 
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JOHN CARTER BREWTON. 

With Bome men the ties of kindred, 
friendships, and native land are not as 
strong as the novelties of imseen places 
aod people; so in early life they look to 
distant fields for friends and fortune. 
But not so with J. C. Brewton, who was 
born in the midst of the virgin pine 
forests of Tattnall county, Qeorgia, Jan- 
uary 15, 1855. All the years of hie life 
j and labor have been spent not far from 
I the place of his nativity. Having been 
I born and having spent his early years in 
the country, he has never been weaned 
away from its freedom and charms. 

In his youth the population of Tattnall county was very Bparae, 
and schools and churches were few and far between. On this ac- 
count his early education was neglected. The schools were small, 
and the remuneration they offered would not command the serv- 
ices of well equipi»ed teachers. Their terms were short, and Uie 
courses of study tliey olTered were very limited. Before he reached 
his majority his training was mostly manual. The gymnasinm vaa 
wooded land, and the appliances were the club-ase, the maul and 
wedge. The race course was across the broad level fields made be- 
tween the handles of the plow, drawn by a quick-stepping mule. 

The church privilegos of Mr. Brewton in his early years con- 
sistod of once-a-nionth preaching by the pioneer preachers of his 
section. There were no Sunday-schools with trained teachers, and 
110 young people's societies for training in church membership in 
reach of his country home. At the age of fifteen he sat under the 
ministry ot Rev. W. L. Geiger, a pioneer preacher of marked ability, 
nnder whose preacliing he was converted. It was some five years 
later, however, before he united with the church and was bap- 
tized. 
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Iq the young manhood of tir. Brewton he left his country home 
for Excelsior, a country village in Bulloch county, Georgia, where 
was maintained an excellent high school. It was an opportunity 
be had long desired and he made the most of the advantages it 
offered. With a genuine thirst for knowledge and with a laudable 
ambition to succeed, he applied himself diligently to his studies. 
The studies he pursued were mastered and soon he was prepared 
to enter the Junior class of Mercer University, Macon, Georgia, 
but for the lack of funds he was denied the privilege. 

The. record of Mr. Brewton as a student and hie untarnished 
character as a man, with his aptness to teach, led the trustees of 
the Excelsior High School to elect him as its President. The posi- 
tion was accepted and he met the full expectations of the trustees 
and patrons. Soon after he took charge of the school the Excelsior 
Baptist church recognized his ability as a leader and spiritual 
counselor and called for bis ordination and invited him to become 
its pastor. The call was accepted and for a year he served the 
community as teacher and the church as pastor. Feeling the need 
of further preparation for the work of the ministry, he retired 
from the school and church at the end of the first year and spent 
nearly two years in the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

On August 23, 1881, Mr, Brewton was married to Miss Sarah J. 

' Thome, of Bulloch county, Georgia. Miss Thome was a cultured 
woman and deeply pious. In character, training, and religion she 
was in every way suited as his helpmeet in the establisliment of a 

' Christian home and in the furtherance of the kingdom of Christ. 
This onion has been blessed with one son and throe daughters. 
The son is a graduate of Mercer University, Macon, Georgia, and 
the three daughters are graduates of Bessie Tift College, Forsyth, 
Georgia. 

Covering a period of about twenty-five years, Mr, Brewton was 
pastor of the churches at Excelsior, Perry, Eastman, Cordele, and 
McBae, all in South Georgia. All of these churches were 
strengthened in numbers and in spirituality under his ministry. 
Their membership was led to increased knowledge of the Word of 
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God and to enlarged liberality for missions and benevolence. The 
associations in which they were located shared his gifts and graces 
and through him were led into enlarged denominational activity. 
Bible institutes were held for the instruction of ministers and 
Christian workers, and in waste places missions were conducted 
and churches constituted. In connection with his first five pas- 
torates, six new churches were constituted and each of them built 
a substantial house of worship. 

The crowning work of Mr. Brewton was the founding of the 
Brewton-Parker Institute, at Mt. Vernon-Ailey, in Montgomery 
county, Georgia, while he was pastor at McBae. This work was 
done in the years of 1904-5, under the direction of the Telfair and 
Daniell Associations. The place of its location is little removed 
from the place of his birth and is right in the heart of one of the 
most needy and at the same time one of the best sections of all 
South Georgia. The school was bom in the heart and mind of 
Mr. Brewton, and the place of its location was selected because of 
the needs and possibilities of the section. With its founding he 
was chosen as its head, and to it he has given the best years of his 
useful life. The money for the buildings was raised through his 
personal efforts, and they were constructed under his direct super- 
vision. The plant and grounds are worth nearly $100,000, and the 
substantial brick buildings will stand as a monument to the founder 
of the school for generations to come. It is befitting that his and 
the name of C. B. Parker, its chief benefactor, should be preserved 
in the name by which the school is known — Brewton-Parker Insti- 
tute. Mr. Parker, of McRae, Georgia, has enriched the school 
with his name, influence, and money in following the example of 
his pastor, Mr. Brewton. 

After eight strenuous years as President of the Brewton-Parker 
Institute, Mr. Brewton retired. At present, 1916, he resides near 
the school on his farm and is pastor of Mt. Vernon, Reidsville, and 
Glennville churches. The church at Glennville has just completed 
a new house of worship, which was erected at a cost of $12,000. 

Mr. Brewton is retiring in disposition and gentle in spirit. In 
his humility he underestimates his ability, and in honor he gives 
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preference to bis brethren. In the field that ie already made he is 
never at his best, but it is his joy and crown to bnild on his own 
foundation. He is averse to notoriety and is sparing in advice con- 
ceming general questions unless it is sought. In civic matters he 
stands for all that is beat, and in his opposition to that which is 
wrong he is as fearless as a lion. In matters of business he is 
strong and capable and enjoys the confidence of men of affairs. In 
all the relations of life he is a living example of the gospel be 
preaches. 

As a preacher Mr. Brewton is a model in man; respects. In 
the interpretation of Scripture he is faithful to the whole Bible 
and in sermon building he is a master. The views of eminent 
scholars and theologians are carefully examined, but in eveiy case 
they must stand the test of divine revelation before accepted. With 
him the Bible is the main book, and expository preaching has long 
been bis habit In delivery he is calm and deliberate and free 
from mannerisms; but, as occasion requires, he is animated to 
charming eloquence. In subject matter and illustrations and in 
B^le and delivery he would grace any pulpit in city or country as 
a preacher of the gospel. 

Mr. Brewton has bestowed his splendid gifts and training and 
time upon the section in which he was bom. Other fields have 
Boof^t his labors, but no call has ever been so urgent as the needs 
of his own people. He has witnessed many changes in his native 
county, at the seat of which he is now pastor, 1916. The virgin 
pine forests have been felled and broad acres ones considered 
worthless have become fertile fields; the large section once so 
sparsely settled has become thickly populated and many prosper- 
ous towns have been builded and the whole country has been 
threaded with railroads. The educational and religious transfor- 
mations have been equally as marked. Schools and churches have 
multiplied and the people have grown in culture, morals, and re- 
li^on. 

Mr, Brewton, however, has not been without the recognition of 
bis denomination. From 1898-1916 he has served as trustee of 
Bessie Tift College, at Forsyth, Georgia; for two periods he has 
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been a member of the Mission Board of the Georgia Baptist Con- 
vention ; in recognition of bis sound judgment he served as a mem- 
ber of the Bpecial committee on the removal of Hercer Univeraity, 
and for one term was & member of the board of trustees of the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, at Louisville, Kentucky. 
Mercer University conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity. In all these honors vbich be has received at the bands 
of his brethren, he baa proven himself worthy. In loyalty to all 
the enterprises of the Georgia and Southern Baptist Conventions 
he has been unswerving. Only those who have knovn bim and 
have known his work are capable of appreciating him for his real 
worth as & man and as a benefactor of men. 



LOUIS JUDSON BRISTOW. 



The subject of this sketch was bom 
in Timmonsville, South Carolina, on 
Januar}' 19th, 18~6. His father was 
James T. Bristow, and his mother was 
EHznbeth Blackwell Bristow and the 
family is prominently connected in the 
historic Pee Dee belt in Eastern South 
Carolina. 

The early life of Louis Bristow re- 
cords the usual influences of youth in an 
old Southern town. Until he was four- 
teen years of age he attended the public 
scIiooIb, then he clerked in a store, then 
be was a printer, then a reporter for a local newspaper. From this 
service he graduated into the editorship and ownership of the 
County Hecord, a country newspaper published at Eingstree, South 
Carolina. 

In 1808 the young editor volunteered for service in the Spanish- 
American war. Entering as a private, he quickly rose to the lieu- 
tenancy and after that to battalion adjutant. 
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The handsome o£Bcer eecared leave of absence aod left his 
contnumd at Savaniiah, Georgia, to come back to South Carolina 
to act as derk for his District Association. This bod; is known 
aa the Southeast Association and at that time vas one of the ireak- 
est in the State. This action on the part of a young militarjr man 
was so nnnsual that his friends were delighted, but not surprised, 
vhen he came home from Cuba later with a resolve to be a minis- 
ter of the gospel. 

He attended the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary where, 
in 1901, he took the degree Graduate in Theology. He had been 
converted in 1893, and eight years later, in 1901, he was ordained 
a gospel minister by Doctors W. H. Whitsitt, E. T. Mullins, W. W. 
Hamilton, J. B. Sampey, and Jas. T. MoGlothlib, in the Fourth 
Street church, Louisville, Kentuckj'. 

From 1901 to 1903 he was pastor at WedgefieM, South Carolina; 
from 1903 to 1905 at Marion, South Carolina ; from 1906 to 1910 
at Williamston, South Carolina; from 1910 to 1915 at Abbeville, 
Soutli Carolina. In all of these places Mr, Bristow greatly en- 
deared himself to the people, both sr a preacher and as a pastor. 
Gifted in leadership, he is particularly happy in inspiring the 
young people and helping them forward in religious life and active 
service. 

In 1902, Mr. Bristow married Miss Caroline Winkler, the young- 
est daughter of Dr. E. T, Winkler, who was for many years one 
of the most distinguished Baptist ministers and leaders in the 
entire South. Mrs. Bristow has been a great help to her hus- 
band, both through the charm with which she surrounds his home 
and through her active aid in his work. There are two children, 
Gwen, a lovely girl of thirteen years, and Louis J. Jr., a bright 
boy of ten. 

During 1905 and 1906 Mr. Bristow was, with Victor I. Masters, 
editor and owner of the Baptist Press, published in Greenwood, 
South Carolina, a newspaper which gained much favor and had a 
gratifyiDg growth. But a severe temporary setback in the health 
of Mr. Bristow made necessary the dissolution of this relation and 
finally led to the purchase of the Baptist Press by the Baptist 
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Courier^ the older Baptist newspaper in the State. The Baptist 
Press was run with a hearty good will for the other paper and was 
a constructive^ unifying force in the denomination. Mr. Bristow 
became one of the editors of the Baptist Courier^ doing his work 
in connection with his pastorate for several years. 

Mr. Bristow was the State member for South Carolina of the 
Home Mission Board in 1914 and 1915. When in 1915 he became 
superintendent of the South Carolina Baptist Hospital, Columbia, 
South Carolina^ he retired from his place as member of the Home 
Board. 

He still occupies the place of superintendent of the hospital, 
1916^ in which he is making a remarkable success. He was urged 
to take this place by friends partly because he was considered the 
most influential person in bringing about the establishment of this 
institution and in getting the Baptist Convention in the State to 
commit itself to the service. 

Mr. Bristow has occupied various other places of responsibility. 
Indeed very few men of his age in the ministry have occupied so 
many; member of the South Carolina Education Board, trustee of 
Anderson College, moderator of Abbeville Association, member of 
Staflf of Gov. McSweeny, ranking as colonel, at one time promi- 
nently urged to become a candidate for Lieutenant Governor of the 
State. Very few preachers have so fully identified themselves with 
the religious as well as with the civic life of the commonwealth. 

Now just arriving at the zenith of his powers, many friends 
take pleasure in observing the useful service and leadership of 
Louis J. Bristow, and trust that he may be spared to render such 
service throughout the days of a full and complete life. True as a 
friend, shrewd and discerning in counsel, capable in his relations 
to public life and interests more than most preachers, kind and 
gentle to all men in every relation of life, a faithful Christian and 
preacher of truth, Louis Judson Bristow is a man of the dass 
who live to bless and serve the world. 
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MAEION LUTHEB BEITTAIN. 



Uarion Luther Brittain was born 
near Lexington, Oglethorpe county, 
Georgia, 



a Georgia, on November 11, 1865. 
His father, Dr. J. M. Brittain, waa 
a well-known miiUBter of the Baptist 
faith, having been pastor at Govingtcoir 
Bameaville, Eatonton, Fort Valley, Au- 
gusta and Atlanta. His mother, Ida Cal- 
laway, was the granddaughter of the 
pioneer Baptist preacher, Enoch Calla- 
wsy, and she was bom on land in pos- 
session of the family ever since it wu 
settled by her ancestor. Colonel John S. 
Callaway, to whom it was granted for services rendered daring the 
Kevolution. 

Like most preachers' sons the subject of this sketch was brou^t 
np nearly all over the State, obtaining his early education in vari- 
ous towns where his father was stationed during his j'outh. He 
worked a year on the farm and one in a store, his parents taking 
this naesns of delaying hie entrance into college for which he wm 
prepared at the age of fourteen. 

He entered the Freshman class at Emory College, his father 
being pastor nearby at Covington at this time. Four yews 
later, he graduated with the classical medal and the English Pro- 
fefl8or*8 testimonial that he was the "best student in his depart- 
ment the college had had in ten years." 

Later he did post-graduate work at the University of Chicago 
and after two years' teaching, in order to secure the necessary 
funds, rounded up his preparatory career with a trip to Europe 
where he spent several months of the year 1888. 

His life work has been teaching, and he began in the country 
schools at Byals Institute, Gordon county. Twelve months later 
he wie elected to a poeition in the AU&nta system. He tau^t two 
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years as principal of the Grew street grammar school and was then 
transferred to the Boys* High School. After thirteen years of 
service, through the advice of Governor Northen, he was elected 
Superintendent of the Fulton county schools. 

When he assumed charge of the county school work the free term 
lasted only five months and the annual sum paid to the teachers 
was less than eleven thousand dollars. He conducted two cam- 
paigns to remedy this by local taxation. Alone and practically 
unaided he went to every schoolhouse and church to arouse the 
people on this subject and finally secured success. When he left, 
after nine years of work, every child in Fulton county had access 
to a free school of nine months* term and the amount of the 
teachers* pay-roll was sixty thousand dollars annually. 

In addition, he initiated and superintended the building of 

twelve new schools, costing forty thousand dollars. The larger 

part of this sum was raised under his supervision and in response 

to his appeals to the people, the county not being able then to 

, appropriate half this amount for building purposes. 

In 1910, he was appointed State School Commissioner by Gov- 
ernor Joseph M. Brown and has since been elected four times to 
this position. In 1911 the (Jeneral Assembly changed the title to 
State Superintendent of Education, and therefore our subject was 
the eighth and last Commissioner of the State and the first Su- 
perintendent. 

Mr. Brittain has earned some distinction as a writer. His 'In- 
troduction to Cspsar,** published by the American Book Company, 
of New York, has been in use in many cities in more than a dozen 
States, having had a sale of more than twenty thousand copies. 
He was chosen to edit and compile the 'history of the Second 
Baptist church of Atlanta,** and the Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention has published one of his addresses 
under the title of "History and Methods of Sunday School Worf 
Another little volume, "The Blue Book of Stories,** has also re- 
ceived great praise. For seven years — from 1903 to 1910 — ^he was 
one of the regular writers of the Sunday School Board at Nash- 
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ville, TeimeBsee, and only ceased when his duties as Commiuionor 
of Education came to take up hia entire time. 

He has been honored by the members of hia profesBion and de- 
nomination, as well as by the people generally. From 1902 to 
190S be was president of the State Baptist Young People's Union. 
For two years he was the moderator of the Atlanta Baptist Asso- 
datiou, the largest in the State. He was elected president of the 
Georgia Teachers' Association in 1908, and in 1913 was made cliief 
presiding officer of the Southern Educational Aasociation. 

On several occasions be baa been offered superintendents' posi- 
tions in leading cities, and three colleges in the State have desired 
him as president. 

In 1889 he was united in marriage to Miss Lettie McDonald, 
the youngest daughter of Dr. Henry McDonald, for eighteen years 
the distinguished pastor of the Second Baptist church of Atlanta. 
Three children have been bom of the union, McDonald, Marion 
L. Jr., and Ida. The family home is at 649 West Feachtree 
Street, Atlanta, Georgia. 



LEONARD GASTON BROUGHTON. 

From a small farm in Wake count?. 
North Carolina, to one of the world's 
greatest pulpits in London, England — 
Huch in brief is the life-story of Leonard 
G. Broughton, the subject of this sketch. 
He wanted to be a doctor; the Lord 
wanted him to be a preacher. A good 
doctor was side-tracked, and a better 
preacher made as the result. And yet 
it did not seem at the outset that there 
was much chance either for a doctor 
or preacher m the material and circum- 
stances at hand. Poverty, obscurity, and 
adverse conditions often overraatch the best talent and the most 
determined will. But, added to these, in this instance, was the 
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grace of God, which was making ''all things work together for good 
to them that love God^ to them who are called according to his 
purpose/' 

Leonard Bronghton's father^ Gaston Broughton^ was a soldier 
in the Twenty-sixth regiment. North Carolina troops^ in the Civil 
War^ and was captured in the battle of Gettysburg^ and remained 
a prisoner until about the dose of the war. His mother, Louisa 
Broughton, was a woman of unusual strength of mind and char- 
acter, and early impressed her splendid qualities upon her children, 
for whom she was very ambitious. Dr. Broughton likes to tell of 
the great influence she had on his life and work. 

Leonard G. Broughton was the second son of Gaston and Louisa 
Broughton, and was bom on a Wake county. North Carolina, 
farm, December 5, 1865. Betuming from the war, his father 
found little left upon which to build, and at the earnest solicitar 
tion of his wife, upon whose care the education and training of 
the children had largely fallen, removed to Raleigh, twelve miles 
distant, where the children entered school. 

Completing his studies in the public schools of the city, by the 
aid of an uncle, Leonard and his brother, Charlie, to whom he 
was very much attached, entered Wake Forest College, where both 
lemained for three years. Leonard then entered and graduated 
from the Kentucky School of Medicine at Louisville with distinc- 
tion. 

As a country doctor, he began the practice of medicine in Wilson 
county, North Carolina, and was successful from the start. He 
soon met and married Miss Roxana Barnes, of the same county, 
and she has been his faithful and devoted companion through all 
the years of his busy life. 

With a growing practice and reputation, friends urged him to 
remove to Reidsville, North Carolina, and he did so. During this 
period, he held some of the highest positions within the gift of the 
medical fraternity of the State. With the preparation of papers 
on special subjects, articles for the various medical journals of 
the country, specializing in particular branches of the profession, 
and a constantly increasing practice, he was kept busy day and 
night. 
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At the age of fourteen Dr. BroTi^toii made a public profession 
<if hia faith in the Lord Jesns, and vns baptized into the felloir- 
ahip of vhat is now known as the Tabernacle Baptist chordi, of 
Baleigh, North Carolina, of whidi Eev. W. E. Gwaltney, DJ)., 
VBs pastor. Always of a religions temperament, he took an earij 
interest in spiritual matters, and, in his Bubsequent busy life as a 
physician, he carried his faith in the Lord Jesus to the bedside 
«f the sofferers he was called to attend. 

It was during the four busy years at Reidsrille that the thou^t 
liegan to impress itself upon him that the Lord had an even 
peater work for him to do. The matter was quickened by a 
spell of typhoid fever which seized and held him in its deadly grip 
for thirteen weeks. For days his life was despaired of; and when 
be recovered at last, the thought of entering the ministry had so 
fastened itself upon him, that he gave up the practice of medi- 
cine, and waited earnestly before the Lord for divine guidance. 
Hifl pastor, at the time, Rev. W. L. Wright, and Rev. J. A. Howard 
were of much help to him, and by their good counsel and leader- 
ship tided him over this difficult period. Xext to his sainted 
mother, who always prayed that her boy might preach the gospel, 
Br. Broughton feels the great spiritual debt he owes to these men 
of Qod. 

After a tedious convalescence of six months, spent in prayer 
and meditation, in March, 1891, he was called to the pastorate 
of a struggling Baptist church in Winston, North Carolina. It 
iras only a mission, but the new preacher entered the work for 
full time, and threw into it all the consecrated enthusiasm of his 
Datnre. He served this church one and one-half years, during 
which time be baptized into its fellowship over one hundred mem- 
bers, besidee receiving many by letter from otHer churches. In 
addition the church wss greatly Btrengthened along other lines. 

In the meantime, his reputation as a successful evangelistic pas- 
tot began to spread, and his serviceB were in demand in many 
places. Other churches, without pastors, also wanted him. After 
considering several calls, he finally accepted that of Calvary church, 
at Roanoke, Virginia. He entered upon the work in Noyembev. 
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1893, and found the church worshipping in a temporary struc- 
ture. In a short time he completed the erection of a large and 
commodious building, and built up his congregation to the capac- 
ity of the house. Over four hundred members were received into 
the church the first two years of his ministry there, besides hun- 
dreds of others in the various evangelistic missions conducted by 
him in different parts of the coimtry. 

It was from Calvary Baptist church that Dr. Broughton wa» 
called to the old Third Baptist church, Atlanta, Georgia, then a 
struggling affair located in the western part of the dty, and sur- 
rounded by railroad tracks and yards. He was quick to grasp 
the situation and its needs, and, with only a portion of his congre- 
gation following him in the movement, pulled out and organized 
the Tabernacle Baptist church, located now near the heart of the 
city, in one of the finest and most attractive church edifices in 
the South. The church became at once the center of evangelistic 
effort, and impressed itself and its work not only on the city, but 
the entire South. In addition to his regular work, he organized 
the largest Bible Conference outside of Northfield, built and main- 
tained a hospital for the poor and needy, and operated a home for 
working girls. In an incredibly short time the membership of 
the Tabernacle reached two thousand and the congregations over- 
flowed the large auditorium. 

Dr. Broughton began to be in demand, not only in the largest 
and most influential churches in this country, but in England 
where his ability as a preacher was soon recognized. Every year 
he was invited to speak at Northfield, and to supply pulpits in 
London, and other large centers. And so it happened that, after 
a ministry of fifteen years or more at the Tabernacle, when the 
present new building was completed, he received and accepted a 
call to Christ church, London, made famous by the pastorates of 
Rowland Hill, F, B. Meyer, and others. Every effort was made 
by the citizens of Atlanta to have him remain, but the strain of 
the heavy work had begun to tell on his frail body, and he felt 
that a change was imperative. 

In his new London church, as elsewhere, his preaching ability. 
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and his genius for organization began to teU^ and the work took on 
new life and power. For two years he attracted large congrega- 
tionSy and made it the mecca for all Americans visiting the world's 
metropolis. In the midst of his best work, at this church the 
present European war broke out, and turned everything in Eng- 
land topsy-turvy. In addition to the great depletion of his mem- 
bership, the work of the church was further burdened by the in- 
flux of Belgian refugees, many of whom the church undertook to 
look after and maintain. The strain was too great for the frail 
man, already weakened down, and in the midst of the arduous 
duties imposed upon liim, he collapsed, and returned to America 
to accept the call of the First Baptist church, at Knoxville, Ten- 
nessee, where he is located at present. 

To those who know Dr. Broughton he is a miracle of God's 
power. Unusually frail, and naturally nervous, he has a capacity 
for work, and a genius for preaching, scarcely equalled. By hard 
application, he has ma^jtered the great truths of God's Word, and 
knows how to present them iu a way that holds and charms his vast 
audiences. As a platform speaker, he is keenly sensitive to the 
psychic, and knows just when aiul how to wield his God-given 
power to the best advantage. As a man he has rare social quali- 
ties, loves to mix with his fellowmon, and is dominated at all 
times by a love for the multitude, and a genuine and practical 
sympathy for its needs. 

Dr. Broughton is the author of many religious books with a 
wide circulation, and is a lecturer of equal repute on the social, 
political, and moral questions of the day. He is a strong believer 
in civic righteousness, and wields the Word of God with telling 
effect on the various problems of society and the State. 

Dr. Broughton is not only an M. D., but a D*. D., his alma mater. 
Wake Forest College, having bestowed the latter honor upon him. 

At the present writing, he is still a young man, hardly in the 
prime of life; and with his studious habits, his splendid experience, 
and brilliant ability, there stretches out before him many years of 
fine usefulness for God and his fellow man, both of whom he serves. 




BOBEBT COOKE BUCKNEB. 

To a Baptist minister, Ber. Danid 
Buckner, and his wife, was entrnsted a 
baby boy, Janoary 3, 1838. Their home 
woB in MadisonTille, Tennessee, where 
Daniel Bnckner was pastor of the Bq^ 
tist churcli. They named their aon 
Bobert Cooke. 

Soon the family moved to Somerset 
Kentucky, where yonng Bobert was 
saved, and by his father baptized, be- 
fore be was twelve years old. BeUeving 
that grace had marked their son lot 
kingdom work, the fond parents sacri- 
ficed to give him the advantages of a finished education, sending 
him to Georgetown College and other schools. He had the good 
fortune to Pit at the feet of Drs. Howard Malcolm, J. L. Reyn- 
olds, and R. D. Campbell, three of Georgetown's greatest presi- 
dents. But before, and after, he sat at the feet of the divine 
Teacher, who counted him worthy and called him into the minis- 
try. In after years Keachi College conferred on him the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Divinity, and Baylor Univerfii^ gave him 
Doctor of Laws. 

He was set apart to the ministry by Somerset church, Esn- 
tncky. November 13, 1852. Before reaching his majority we 
find him the brilliant young pastor of Albany Baptist church, at 
that State. It was at Albany that he had the joy to win the heart 
and hand of Miss Vienna Long, whose walk by his side down to 
tbe present time has given bim unceasing happiness and inspira- 
tion. June 7, 1916, was their sixty-second wedding anniversary, 
and both were in vigorous health. 

Seven glad years of labor in Kentucky as pastor, at Albany, at 
Owensboro, at Salvisa, in evangelistic meetings and as mission 
secretary, so built up the Lord's Zion in that goodly State that 
people are still thanking Ood in the third generation. 
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Ood bavisg irilled it, in 1859 he tamed his face towards the 
Ebnpire State of the Sontbweflt, landing in Faria, Texaa. Teza» 
from the first has been a Baptist conntry. Even at that remote 
date Texas Baptists had a membership of nearly 30,000, and 
claimed the whole State as their one big open door. 

Right soon we see the new Kentucky preadier installed as pas- 
tor at Paris. "Bandbox preacher and calico-bonnet church," «> 
commented the town wits. And yet not in all the land were to be 
found a nobler and more refined people than held membership in 
this same Paris Baptist church. The church grew and soon had 
its home in the best meeting-house in North Texas. Meanwhile, 
its pastor made excursions in every direction, evangelizing, baptiz- 
ing, and founding churches. 

The Civil War came on, calling the strong men to the tented 
fields; but this pastor remained with the remnant until the war- 
dond had passed away. There he remained fonrteen years and hia 
fiock was again built np and grew in numbers, inflaence and faith 
to a great force of three hundred members. During hie stay at 
Paris he organized a prayer-meeting and a Sunday-school that still 
live, and the first Ladies' Aid Society in that State. 

A medium of communication was needed for the growing Bap- 
,tist people of North Texas. R. C. Buckner was the man for edi- 
tor, and for ten years he sent "The Texas Baptist" into the 
homes of his bretiiren, unifying, building, and mobilizing them for 
Ood. His editorial labors count among the moat froitful of Dr. 
Buckner'e young manhood. 

Time came when Texas Baptists must develop a safe and capable 
leader. The^ were inquiring of God. In 1876 the Sunday 
School Convention of the General Association chose Dr. Buckner 
as president. This cause he guided for five years, until its con- 
solidation with the South Texas body. 

In 1880 he was elected president of the General Association, of 

which he was already mission secretary. Here he continued as 

general overseer of the sowing and reaping ihrou^ many golden 

years of ever-increasing harvest. 

Later tame the memorable year of conaolidation of all Texas 



52 BAPTIST BIOGBAPHY 

general bodies, and Dr. Buckner thought it wise to retire^ which 
he did for a season, to work more effectually for that cause. But 
in 1894 he was again called to the front, and the gavel of the 
great (General Convention was put into his hand. Thenceforward 
for twenty eventful years he led this State-wide body as its honored 
president. Some of his rulings have taken their place as prece- 
dents in Baptist jurisprudence, as the ^Tiistoric ruling*' at Waco 
in 1898, that the "Convention is composed of individual mes- 
sengers and not of churches/' and on numerous occasions that 
"the Convention is the sole judge of its own members." 

Would we see Dr. Buckner's picture in his ripened years? He 
was the leading spirit in founding the Woman's Missionary Train- 
ing School, now at Fort Worth, the joy of the women of the 
whole State ; in founding the Texas Baptist Memorial Sanitarium, 
at Dallas, which is the pride of all Baptists, and for five years its 
president; in founding the Dixon Colored Orphanage, at Gilmer, 
Texas, and for five years its president. He is the foster-father of 
many educational, moral and philanthropic enterprises; a great 
peacemaker among his brethren in Texas and the nation; and the 
founder and builder of the greatest Orphans' Home in the world. 
Who since Paul has served his day and generation better? 

The crowning work of Dr. Buckner's life is in Buckner Or- 
phans' Home. Sentiment in its favor was created away back in 
the seventh decade of the nineteenth century. Many of his edi- 
torials in "The Texas Baptist" were written with this end in view. 
A Deacon's Convention was organized to stand by the enterprise in 
its earlier days. At Paris, Texas, July 17, 1877, the first money 
was contributed and he made the first appeal and gave the first 
dollar. The first children were gathered in 1879. The first site 
of forty-four acres was purchased in 1880, and the first ''Home,*' 
a two-story frame building, was erected in 1881. This year, also, 
eighty-three additional acres of land were purchased. The site 
chosen was a high prairie, four miles East of Dallas. He has by 
purchase added more land from time to time, until now the hold- 
ings are around 1,600 acres, including rich farms, attractive 
parks and meadows, and much of the original site is covered with 



BAPTIST BIOGRAPHY 



r»3 



cottages and stately brick buildings. The plant is vorth nearly 
91i000,000, and is unincombered. The real estate is held in fee 
simple by the corporation, Bnckner Orphans' Home, and is by its 
charter made inalienable. From its foonding until the present, 
lp,000 orphan children have been cared for, and from the first 
until nov B. C. Bnckner has been in charge. The family num- 
bers on an average 650 each year. They are maintained and 
trained for good citizenship and for heaven. 

Dr. Buckner is strong and a hard worker in his eighty-fourth 
year. He visited his son, Hal, and his grandson, Robt. E. Beddoe, 
missionaries in China, after he was eighty, and then made a world 
tour of thirty-seven thousand miles. He still abides, a vigorous 
preacher and worker, in favor with Qod and men. 



LANSING BURROWS. 



Lansing Burrows is an upstanding 
and an outstanding personality among 
Southern Baptists, everywhere known 
for massiveness and might both in body 
and in mind. 

Heredity was a largely determining 
force in his character and career. His 
ancestry was of pure Holland stock, vrith 
a little cross of English. His mother 
and grandparents were Knickerbockers, 
though hie father was of English strain, 
bat with a Hollander for a mother. In 
penoDal figure and face Dr. Burrows discloses to the observing tiie 
Btilirart stock from which he sprung. 

Lansing Burrows was the son of Rev. John Lansing Burrows, 
D.D., and Adelaide Van Benthuysen and was born at Philadelphia, 
April lOtfa, 1843. As a child he was taken to Richmond, Virginia, 
■od there reared, his father then serving the First Baptist church. 
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as he did for twenty years. The earliest and fondest recollectiona 
of the subject of this sketch center about Bichmond and he always 
regarded himself as Virginian from core to cuticle. 

Rev. Dr. J. Lansing Burrows, father of Lansing, was descended 
from the early settlers of the upper Hudson Yalley and was bom 
in the first house erected in Albany^ New York^ known as the 
Lansing house, which is preserved to this day by the municipality 
as a curiosity. The ministry of the elder Dr. Burrows was spent 
in Kentucky and Virginia. 

Lansing Burrows is regarded by his brethren as a man of en- 
cyclopedic information. After pursuing his studies in preparatory 
schools, he entered Richmond College, but subsequently changed to 
Wake Forest College, North Carolina, in 1859. The college was 
suspended during the war when Lansing Burrows was in the senior 
class. After the war the class, including Burrows, received 
diplomas. 

During the year 1858 a great revival of religion swept over the 
entire country, and in May of that year, Lansing Burrows gave 
his heart to the Savior. The change was radical both within and 
without, as before his renewal by God^s grace young Burrows, brim- 
ming with life and animal spirit^ was often a leader in the indis- 
cretions and follies of his comrades. After the inward revolution 
wrought by the Spirit of Gk)d there came to him a deep convic- 
tion, uppermost and controlling, that he should dedicate himself 
to a life work in the gospel ministry. 

Lansing Burrows was ordained July 7th^ 1867^ at the Baptist 
church at Stanford, Kentucky. He had gone to this little town 
as a teacher in the local seminary and providentially the way 
opened to him to enter the ministry. Here he married, a month 
after his ordination, Miss Lulie Rochester, the daughter of Col. 
Chas. H. Rochester, a prominent Kentucky gentleman, a lady of 
peculiarly gracious and attractive demeanor and personal charm, 
to whom his success and influence all through his ministry he felt 
his indebtedness until she faded away during his Nashville pastor- 
ate. The presbytery was large and was composed of some of the 
foremost ministers in the denomination, being Revs. J. L. Burrows, 
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D.D., S. li. Helm, D.D., W. P. Yeaman, D.D., Henry McDonald, 
D.D., T. J. Stephenson, H. M. Dudley, D.D., R. L. Thnrman, 
J. W. Goodman, D. H. Selph, J. S. Higgins, and two other preach- 
ers from the neighborhood. 

Daring hiB long and distinguiahed life Dr. Burrows has served 
cborcbes as follows: Stanford, Eentncky, from July 7th, 1867, 
to July 13th, 1868; Lexington, Uissouri, Novembei 16th, 1868» 
to October 3d, 1870 ; Bordentown, New Jersey, April 8d, 1871, to 
September 24th, 1876; North church, Newark, New Jersey, from 
October Ist, 1876, to May 86th, 1879; First church, Lexington, 
Kentucky, from June 8th, 1879, to September 30th, 1883 ; First 
church, Augusta, Georgia, from October 7th, 1883, to November 
12th, 1899; First church, Nashville, Tennessee, from November 
19th, 1899, to January 7th, 1909 ; First church, Americus, Geor- 
gia, from January 31st, 1909, to July 23d, 1916. 

The public services of this emiDcnt preacher and pastor began 
during the Civil War. When asked to tell his military record he 
usually amused hi£ friends with this summary drawled out with 
delicious humor: "If you must have it, I was a member of the old 
Bichmond Fayette Artillery, joining it more for a lark than any- 
thing else. Leaving Wake Forest College I reported for duty and 
was made sergeant in charge of a gun squad. Later being am- 
bitioue, I was pnnisbed by yielding to an invitation to go to the 
Western part of Yirgioia as an Artillery Instructor. Being a 
youth only eighteen years old I didn't make good. I dont like to 
mention this failure. I came back to Richmond and was mes- 
senger in the Naval Ordnance Borean for a time. Finally I landed 
with some friends I had made in Company E, Independent Rifies, 
Sixth Alabama Repimont, General J. B. Gordon's orifrinal regi- 
ment. Battle's Brigade, Early's Division. I was captured at Win- 
chester, Virginia, September 19th, 1864. As a prisoner I taber- 
nacled for a time at Fort Delaware. I was exchanged as 'incur- 
able* in time to get quickly out of Richmond, April, 1865, and 
started for Appomattox as a volunteer to get in anywhere and 
collapsed in the final smash through weakness, not having re- 
gained my strength. I don't tliink much of this record. Too 
Tonng and too biggity — wanted to be a colonel, I guess." 
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The testimony of the comradeB in aims of young Burrows is 
altogether to his credit for soldierly qualities of the highest order 
where either fortitude or daring was called into requisition. 

Dr. Burrows possesses the qualities that fit men for leadership 

in great business enterprises. 

When a pastor in New Jersey his gifts of administration a^ 
tracted the notice of his brethren and he was called to serve on the 
State Board of Missions. While he was in Lezingtony Kentucky, 
the legislature created a State Railroad Commission and he was 
chosen secretary of the Commission and so constructed the first 
table of railway statistics in the State. Previously he had done 
statistical work for the denomination and was widely known for 
his extraordinary skill and accuracy in difficult work of this 
nature. 

In 1881 at Columbus, Mississippi^ on motion of Rev. James P. 
Boyce, D.D., LL.D., Dr. Burrows was elected secretary of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. This office he held to the approval 
and admiration of the entire brotherhood until 1914 in Nashville, 
Tennessee, when he was made president of the Convention. To 
this highest gift within the power of Southern Baptists he was 
elevated three successive times. 

Dr. Burrows, wherever he lived, was a large hearted, loyal citizen, 
interested in all forms of social service and patriotic movements. 
As a denominational leader he has served as a member of the 
Sunday School Board in Nashville, Tennessee, as trustee of Union 
University in that State and as trustee of Mercer University in 
Gcorfria. Besides he is a Mason, a Knight Templar, and a mem- 
ber of sundry fraternities in one way or another banded together 
to promote human good. All matters of human interest have en- 
listed his sympathy, aid and co-operation. Few men among the 
ministers of this country have equalled him in the forcefulness of 
his personality, in the fine quality of his literary style, in whole- 
hearted consecration to his noble calling, in power as a preacher, 
in organizing ability in the pastorate and in denominational ac- 
tivities, and in a most marvelous capacity for work wide in con- 
cention, responsible in character, and abounding in perplexing de- 
tails. 



BAPTIST BIOGRAPHY 



ABIAH WHITMIRE BUSSEY. 




Bev. Abiah Whitmire Bussej, the sub- 
ject of this sketch, waa bom in Edge- 
neld county, South Caroline, August 
30th, 1879. He is a son of Rev. George 
W, and Mrs, Emma 'Whitniire Busaey. 
His early life was spent on a farm and 
in the public school at Parksville, South 
Carolina. His father is an able Bap- 
tist minister and believes in giving his 
children a good education. Althoa^ 
he possessed very moderate means, he 
kept his son in school as regularly as 
possible under esi sting conditions, and 
be was finally prepared for college. He had a great struggle, how- 
ever, in making the preparation and during his course in college, 
but he possessed that diligence and perseveranrc wliich j^uarantees 
saccesB. He taught ni^t schools in mill towns and worked some 
in cotton mills during his vacations, and worked at a very low 
rate per diem. His determination to get an education gave him 
the impulse to strive for it, and he was willing and ready to 
work, even at a low salary, in order to keep on making advances 
in his educational pursuit. 

Ur. Bussey was converted at the age of sixteen and united with 
the Baptist church, but had almost no idea of entering the minis- 
try until after leaving college. His life, however, as a young Chris- 
tian was worthy of emulation, oven before tio decided to bucome an 
active ambassador of his Lord and Master, His father and mother 
possessed the purest and highest type of Christian character, and 
their son inherited much of the ancestral likeness, which after hav- 
ing been properly trained and cultured, made him an able and 
faithful servant of Ood. His work as a minister has been very 
fruitful during the last ten years; and he has accomplished much 
lasting good, which will add stars to his crown. Hia work among 
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the young people has been more Buccessful than that of many 
other ministers of more mature age. Perhaps this is partly due 
to his loving personality and matchless modesty; but is mostly 
due to the positive stand he takes to lead his people into the paths 
of truth and righteousness. 

After his graduation at Furman University^ Greenville^ South 
Carolina, with the degree of Bachelor of Literature, he began his 
career as a teacher, and has been teaching regularly since that 
time, except about two years. In the meantime he took a busi- 
ness course in Osborne's Business College, Augusta, Georgia, and 
in his teaching he gave the business course to a few young men. 
After entering the ministry, Mr. Bussey took a course in our 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky. 

Professor Bussey taught Mathematics and History seven years 
in Gibson-Mercer Academy, Bowman, Georgia. While teaching 
there he was married to Miss Clara Yickery, youngest daughter of 
Eev. W. J. Vickery, of near Bowman. This was in 1902, and 
they now have three bright children, two boys and one girl. He 
also taught in Saluda and Antreville, South Carolina, and 
Tugalo Institute of Carnesville, Georgia. He is now Superintendent 
at the Martin High School, Martin, Georgia. In December, 1906, 
while teaching at Bowman, Mr. Bussey was ordained in the Baptist 
church there. The presbytery was composed of Bevs. T. M. 
Galphin, G. W. Bussey, W. J. Vickery, E. R. Goss and others, to- 
gether with the deacons of near-by churches. He began his work 
in the pastorate in January, 1907, and has been very sucoessful 
from the beginning. He also continued his teaching in conjunc- 
tion with his pastoral duties. While his teaching has been some- 
what a hindrance to his best work in the ministry, he has been 
successful in both lines of work. 

His first work in the pastorate was in the churches of the rural 
sections, from whence come all the great men of the world's his- 
tory, who have made great achievements in all spheres of life. He 
was pastor at Dove's Creek church, Elbert county, Georgia, where 
he did a great work. The members hold in grateful remembrance 
the seven years that he was pastor of that church. During this 
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time lie vorked real hard toward building up the church and bqo- 
ceeded wonderfully in these endeavors. He always brought sweet 
messages of love to his people. Indeed he proved himself to be a 
faithful pastor, and his people stood by him and were ever ready 
to co-operat« with him in his efforts to build up the Lord's king- 
dom. He was also pastor at Falling Creek church, Elbert coon^, 
Georgia, where for five long years, he labored incessautly for his 
Master. Here he bad the co-operation of a grateful people, who 
were happy together with their pastor. He is now pastor at 
Martin, Georgia, where he has been for the past nine years. He 
has been pastor here regularly since hie ordination, except the 
year he was in the Seminary, and he has rendered the church some 
of the best service of his life. 

Among the other churches which he served are : Holly Springs, 
Rehoboth, Pleasant Grove, Carlton, Talbotton, and Junction City. 
He was stationed one year at Talbotton, and servt'd Junction City, 
too. He did some good work at all of these churches, and is kindly 
remembered by the people whom he served so faithfully. He also 
serves Cameeville, Cross Boads, and Clarke's Creek. 

The work of Mr. Bussey has not been teaching and preaching 
alone. He is an author of no little ability. In 1915 he wrote and 
had published a book, "The Cosmic Plan," or "The Purpose of 
Creation and the Plan for Accomplishing It," which is an honor 
to its author. It is a valuable addition to our Theological library, 
and should be widely read. It presents the Bible truth in a clear, 
logical order. Indeed it is worthy a place in any library. 

Mr. Bnssey has always been a strong factor in doing good. 
While on hie various fields, he has devised plans for social enter- 
teiument among the young people, in the way of "Reading Clnbs" 
and other social gatherings, which have been both entertaining 
and instructing. These gatherings are also enjoyed by the older 
people, too, who love entertainments and innocent amusements. 
By having these gatherings much good has been accomplished in 
the communitiea. 

It was in 1903 when Mr. Bussey began preaching, but he waa 
not ordained until 1906, and he has been engaged in full time work 
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aince that time. A eummary of bis work in the miiiisti; mi^t 
be in order and of interest here. He has preached 1042 sermona; 
delivered 39 lectures and addresses; made 1130 pastoral viaits, 
married 33 couples; preached 83 funerale; baptized S49 converts, 
and a few of those have entered the ministry. In his own worda, 
he aajs, "iiy school work has hampered me some, but I feel that 
it has enabled me to start many young people on the road to a 
nobler life." 

In a personal word, Mr. Bussey is a good man, well educated 
and properly trained for his ministerial duties, and is a skillful 
teacher. He is quiet and reserved in his general demeanor, and 
ie never repulsive. His culture does not make him vain or self- 
conceited, but he is always kind, modest and considerate of others. 
He is in the prime of life and the future holds enlarged useful- 
ness in store for him. Mr. Bussey was elected Moderator of the 
Tugelo Association in 1916. 



TIMOTHY FURLOW CALLAWAY. 



Rev. T. F. Callaway was bom MarA 
.30th, 1882, in Americus, Georgia. His 
father, Merrel Callaway, was superin- 
tendent of the First Baptist Sunday- 
school in Americus for twenty-five yeara 
and chorister of the church for about 
forty years. Hia mother, Katberine 
Furlow, was organist of the same cburtdk 
and superintendent of the Primary De- 
partment of the Sunday-sdiool for for^ 
years. 

These two God-loving people were 
ever found at the house of the Lord and 
their seven children were truly brought up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord ; consequently, with such godly teachings by 
precept and example, we can see how it was that T. P. Callaway 
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ac^OTledged ChriBt hy joining ibe Baptist diorch, Mardi 1, 
189S. 

From early boyhood, Mr, Callaway was called "Snap," on ac- 
count of his quick way and vitty sayings. His thirst for knovl- 
edge cansed him to begin reading law at home when only fourteen 
years of age. After leaving Furlow High School, in Americus, he 
worked three years with the railroad to secure money to take a 
law course at Mercer Universi^, where he graduated in June, 1908. 
For four years he practiced law in his home town, was a "hail fel- 
low, well met," with everybody and had he not gone into the Lord's 
work as a minister, no doubt, by this time would have had a lai^ 
and extensive practice built up around him, as be is a man quali- 
fied to succeed in whatever undertaking be attempts. 

Eev. R. E, Neighbour was called to the pastorate of the First 
Baptist church, of Americus, and found Mr. Callaway trying to 
walk with the world and be a Christian. His life was miserable, 
for everything in society proved vain and empty. After much 
prayer, study of the Word and meditation, he consecrated his all to 
Ood to preach the gospel and was ordained to the ministry De- 
cember 26, 1906, in his dear old home church by the following 
presbytery: E. E. Neighbor, 0. P. Gilbert, T. W. Cftllaway, and 
B, L. Bivins. About this time he was also married to one of the 
most beautiful young women in his town, Miss Lula Brown. 

For a few months after Mr. Callaway's ordination he did evangel- 
istic work and met with great sucoess. Whilt' holdiof; iiicotings 
he met brother King, a deacon of the Baptist church at Thomas- 
ton, Georgia, who had been a drununer for nearly fifty years and 
he said he knew during his travels fourteen Callaway Baptist 
preachers in Georgia and that Mr, T. F. Callaway made the fif- 
teenth. 

In 1907 he was called to the pastorate of the First Baptist 
church, Orlando, Florida, where he worked untiringly for four 
years. He did a great spiritual work in the town and throughout 
tie country. While there he was made moderator of his associa- 
tion and everyone pronounced him a man of God who preached 
the Bible fearlessly. His work in Orlando was a great success 
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along all lines and he left a host of friends behind him in the 
liand of Flowers. 

Having an inclination to return to his native State, and the Lord 
leading, he accepted the pastorate of the Second Baptist chnidiy 
Macon, Georgia, in May, 1911. Here he labored for two yean, 
doing a marvelous work and leading many lost souls to Christ In 
December, 1913, he succeeded his brother, T. W. Callaway, who 
went to Dublin, Georgia, as pastor of the Baptist Tabemacley which 
is located only a few blocks from the Second Baptist church, where 
he is now located. 

T. F. Callaway lives the abundant, overflowing life, for he not 
only pastors his Hock of several hundred in Macon, but is president 
of the Hephzibah Orphanage and the Tabemade Bescue Home for 
erring girls and women and besides does much evangelistic work 
away from Macon. There is no young pastor in Georgia that 
excels Mr. Callaway as an evangelist, and if he would give his en- 
tire time to this special work he would soon become one of the 
noted evangelists of the South, but he feels that God has called him 
to shepherd a flock, and only goes out to help his brother pastors. 
While he is wonderfully gifted with original wit and humor, he 
does not fail to rightly divide the Word of Truth to his large con- 
gregations. 

A few months ago he was called to the Central Baptist church, 
of Waycross, Georgia, where the burdens would be much lighter 
and the remuneration much larger; yet, he felt that God would 
have him remain at the Tabernacle where they have bought a large 
lot and are now building a handsome structure, which when 
finished will seat some 1500 people and will be one of the most 
modern Sunday-school workshops in the country. 

It is an inspiration to look upon the great sea of faces that fill 
his tabernacle. These people love him dearly and are standing by 
him loyally, willing to do anything they can to make the great 
work which he is doing go forward, and it is predicted that wonder- 
ful things will be acomplished by him in his work in Macon and 
in his ministerial career in the future. 



BAPTIST BIOGBAPHY 



TIMOTHY WAI.TON CALLAWAY. 



Rev. TimoUiy Walton Callaway was 
■^■^^■^■■■■■l bom in Americofl, Georgia, March 32, 
^^^^^^^^^^^H 1874. He is the boh of the late Merrel 
^^^^^^^^^H Callaway and Mrs. Eate Fortow Calla- 
^^H^ ^^^H way. He comes of a devout famOy. 

^^^V'^ib V^H His father was for many years snperin- 
^^^^L ^H tendent of the Sunday-school of the 

^^^^^. ^^^M First Baptist church, Americas, Geoi^ 
^^^^^^^' ^^^1 gia, and he was greatly loved by the 
^^^^^^^^^^H boys and girls. While the father of 
^^^^b ^^^^^^^ Mr. Callaway was leading the Sonday- 
^^^^^^^^^^H Bchool, the mother was teaching the Pri- 
mary Department, and waa also organ* 
ist for all the church services and the leader of the choir. Prom 
bia earliest days, therefore, it will be seen that Walton Callaway 
waa reared in an atmosphere of real godliness. 

His school days were spent in the public schools of Americas, 
Georgia. As a young man he entered the business world. For 
several years he was actively engaged in the railroad buBinesa, work- 
ing his way up until he became the general storekeeper of the 
Savannah, Americas and Montgomery Railroad. After this expe- 
rience in the railroad service, he went to Atlanta and engaged in 
the mercantile business. 

At the age of eighteen, Walton Callaway was converted and bap- 
tized. He became an active member of his home church, the First 
church, Americus, Georgia. In his early Christian life he showed 
8 love for religious work, and became active in the Sunday-school 
and in the Y. M. C, A. of Americus. During his residence in 
Atlanta, he was a member of the West End church, and served aa 
one of its deacons. Mr. Callaway returned to Americus and en- 
gaged in the grocery business. He became active in the work of 
his old home church, and served as deacon. He was soon selected 
to fill the position of Sunday-school superintendent, made vacant 
by the resignation of his father. 
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One moming at fhe preaching service^ the congregation was 
startled by the announcement of the pastor, Bev. B. E. Neigh- 
bor, that Walton Callaway was going to preach. Everyone be- 
lieved in his piety. His activities in the Sunday-school and the 
Y. M. C. A. and in other religious and moral movements had 
proven that. But a young business man with a family, and with 
no training in public speaking, and not very strong of body, did 
not seem a promising prospect for the ministry. But (Jod wt» 
calling, and the young business man was not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision. 

He was ordained as a gospel minister in November, 1904. Rev. 
R. E. Neighbor, pastor of the First church, Amerieus, Rev. R. B. 
Taylor, pastor at Buena Vista, Georgia, and Dr. J. L. White, pas- 
tor of the First church, Macon, Georgia, composed the presbytery. 

The first work in which Walton Callaway was engaged as a 
minister was as assistant pastor of his home church. Feeling 
the need of better equipment, he went to the Moody Bible Institute, 
of Chicago. After finishing his course at this institution, in 1904, 
he was called to the pastorate of the Baptist church at Thomaston, 
Georgia. He served here from 1904 to 1906. Following this 
work, he became assistant pastor of the First church, Macon, Geor- 
gia. He served in this capacity from February, 1906, to Jan- 
uary, 1907. Dr. J. L. White, the beloved pastor of this church, 
having resigned, the First church called Mr. Callaway as supply 
pastor from January, 1907, .to June, 1907. He served in this 
capacity while the church was looking for a permanent pastor. 

During this work as assistant pastor and as supply pastor, Mr. 
Callaway saw the need of a church located in the heart of the 
boarding-house section of Macon, to care for the largo number of 
young men and young women who came to the city from the 
country and the smaller towns. Accordingly, he began plans to 
organize the Tabernacle Baptist church. A tent was secured and 
a series of evangelistic services was started. A little band was 
gathered together, and it continued to grow in numbers and in 
enthusiasm. From the first it was evident that the work wafi of 
the Lord. A lot was secured and a temporary structure was 
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erected. Large coogregatione attended tlie Berrices. The littla 
band grew into a atroDg, active church. One of the characteri*- 
ttcs of this church was its spiritual power. Several of the choicest 
members have ^ven their lives to definite CbristiaD work. Tbon^ 
the church was only started in 1907, it has representatives toda; 
preaching at home and in the uttermost parts of the earth. The 
work took on an institutional aspect, and as needs arose they were 
met by this faithful band. They were not rich in this world's 
goods, but they were rich in faith and grace. 

Mr, Callaway was a charter member of the Board of Control 
of the Hepbzibah Orphanage, and he was also the first president 
of the institution. This is a home founded mainly for children 
of the slums. Mr. Callaway, in his study of the life of the city, 
found beautiful boys and girls growing up in ttie slums to be 
taught vice and crime. He went into the courts and demanded for 
these children a fair chance, and had them placed in the or- 
phanage. He did this at times when his life was in danger be- 
cause of the anger of those who sought to ke^ these children in 
the awful environment of sin and shame. He is vice-president of 
the institntion today. Rev. T. F. Callaway, his brother, and his 
successor in the Tabernacle work, is the president. 

In addition to this orphanage, there was a manifest need for a 
home for erring girls. This need was met by the establishment of 
the Tabernacle Rescue Home, near Macon. Scores of erring girls 
have, through the work of this home, been led to lead lives of use- 
fulness and joy. 

While pastor in Macon, Mr. Callaway was identified with many 
of the moral and religious movements of the city. His business 
training made him an unusually useful man in planning great 
campaigns and in seeing them carried to completion. Indeed, the 
outside demands were so great that he frequently had little oppor- 
tunity to care for his church or for himself. He endeared him- 
aelf to the hearts of the people of the entire community, to those 
OQtside his own church and denomination, as well as to those 
within his own fold. 

In 1914 he was called to the pastorate of the First church, I>ub- 
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lio, Georgia, where he is still the honored pastor. TMe dinrch ia 
one of the strongest in the State, having a membership of 942 and 
a Sonday-Bchool enroUment of 700. The same characterietiaB 
vhidi have marked his other pastorates are seen in the one he 
HOT occupies. Mr. Callaway is progreSEive, aggreseive, and con- 
structive. He is a firm believer in the Word of God. He con- 
tends earnestly for the faith. He believes Christians ought to be 
separate from the world, and he believes Qod still guides his peo- 
ple, and that he hears their prayers. 

Mr. Callaway was the first of a large number of ministers who 
went out from the churches in Americua to preach Jesus. Foa- 
Bibly the earnestness and godliness of this young business man 
were important factors in turning the thoughts of many of the 
younger men towards the ministry. 

In 1896 Mr. Callaway was married to Miss Bosalind Boyall, of 
Charleston, South Carolina. She is a helpmeet indeed to him, 
and in all his activities and labors has shown herself an ideal wife 
for a minister. To this union have been bom eight children, Mir- 
vin, Royall, Rosa, Katherine, Anabel, Walton, Christine, and Merrel. 



AMOS C LAR Y. 

Rev. Amos Clary was bom near Gaff- 
ney. South Carolina, in what is now 
Cherokee county, on February 81, 1870. 
His father was Orlando Hazel Hicks 
Clary, and his mother was Mary Sabry 
Whelchel. 

His ancestors, both paternal and ma- 
ternal, were among the first settlers (A 
that section of the country, and their 
blood has been shed in every war fought 
on the American Continent. One of hia 
maternal great-grandfathers had eleven 
sons in the battle of Cowpens. For 
courage, integrity, devotion to dufj-, and good hard common sense 
the family cannot be excelled. Mr. Clary sprang from that honest. 
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toiling, dmrch-going yeomanry wMdi constitute the real wealfli of 
M. people in a democratic country like onre. His ia not the "bhw 
btood" of aristocracy, bat the real ''red blood'* of true manhood. 

The early years of Mr. Clary's life were spent on the farm irheie 
be had time to think and pray. Here he learned his first lessons 
in nature's school of "Hard Enocks ;" here he learned how to use 
well the tools at his command and to do without those he could 
not get; here he learned the ways, the thoughts, and the monoto- 
nous toil of the laboring man, with whom he has always sympa- 
thized and whose cause he has ever been ready to defend. 

It was at the little country echoolhouse of that hard-pressed, 
post-bellum period, that he began his education. AH the school 
advantages the ambitious young man had, until he was twenty, 
were found in that little poorly equipped lighthouse. Being the 
oldest of eleven children he had to stay at home and help to solve 
the bread and meat problem until others of the children were old 
enough to assume some of the obligations. 

At the age of seventeen he was converted. Beginning at the 
age of twen^ he spent two years in the Gaffney High SchooL 
From there he went to Greenville, South Carolina, where he spent 
one year in &e Furman Fitting School and four years in Foiv 
man University where he graduated in 1898, taking the degree of 
Bachelor of Literature. During his college career Mr. Clary had 
to drop out two years and teach school in order to finish his coorae. 
At college he stood well with both faculty and students. He waa 
a hard student, always faithful to his classes and the work of the 
literary societies. On the athletic field few dared to tackle him 
either in a tussle or on the running track. All that was high and 
noble in college life he sympathized with, and all that was ignoble 
and unrefined met hie sharp, quick rebuke. 

In June, 1898, Mr. Clary was ordained a Baptist minister in 
the Old Corinth church where he grew up. In the presbytery that 
examined him were such sturdy characters as A. B. Kennedy, F. 0. 
Hickson, and D. W. Thomason. 

During the school year 1898-99 he taught with Bev. W. C. 
Hamil in the Nechea High School, Neches, Texas. While in 
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Texas Mr. Clary was pastoral supply for the Neches and Omen 
Baptist churches. 

The Fall of 1899 found him turning his face toward the North 
for further preparation for his great life-calling. He landed in 
Bochester^ New York^ where for three years he was an efficient^ 
promising student under those master teachers — Strong, Stevens, 
Osgood, Pattison, True, Betteridge, and Sivemail. During his 
seminary course he again showed the world that he wanted no 
favors, but only asked for an opportunity. To complete his course 
meant much secular work, but the ambitious young theolog was 
equal to the hour, and did any kind of honorable work that came 
his way. Such a determination, of course, meant victory, and in 
1902 he graduated along with thirty-six others whom the Lord 
scattered to the four winds of the earth. 

Mr. Clary's first work after leaving the seminary was as pastoral 
supply at the famous Hollins Institute, Hollins, Virginia. As 
pastor of Enon and Troutville churches in that field he did a 
worthy work. It was during his short stay at Hollins that the 
Virginia brotherhood came to recognize his genuine worth, and in 
April, 1903, he became pastor of the Front Royal and Riverton 
churches. There for three years he did some of the best work of 
his life. The best day's work of that pastorate was the one on 
which Julia Wharton Jackson told him that she would take him 
"for better or for worse.'* On May 9, 1906, they were married 
and went at once to his new field, the Second Baptist church, Bris- 
tol, Virginia-Tennessee. Mrs. Clary is a niece of Bev. E. B. Jack- 
son, D.D., and a great-niece of Rev. H. M. Wharton, D.D. For 
nearly two years the energetic, buoyant young pastor went in and 
out among his happy people, witnessing a number of conversions 
and rejoicing over the growth of the Lord's work. But there the 
fair young bride was stricken down with a serious illness which 
necessitated her going back to her old home at Front Royal where 
she could get the treatment of a specialist in Washington. 

Distressed over the condition of his wife and in order to be 
nearer her, Mr. Clary resigned his work in Bristol, and became 
Field Editor of the Religious Herald, April 1, 1908, where he be- 
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Mine Tell and favorably kDown in every section of TirginiiL Ab 
eooD 88 Mrs. Clary's health pennittvd he returned to the pas- 
torate by accepting a onanimoiis call to the pastorate ot the First 
Baptist chnrch, Cambridge, Maryland, July 10, 1909. There for 
more than four years they both enjoyed good health and did a 
memorable work. Dnring Mr, Clary's pastorate there his chnrdi 
building was destroyed by fire. The fire proved to be a blessing in 
disguise. An ambitious pastor and a united membership set them- 
selves to the inevitable task of rebuilding, and in due time a much 
more handsome and more commodious building was lifted above 
the debris and ashes. 

In November, 1913, Mr. Clary became pastor of the church at 
Saluda, South Carolina. There his ministry met with large results, 
he baptizing more converts there than on any previous field. There 
he led his church in some much needed reforms. There both by 
his pulpit utterances and by his pen through the local press he con- 
tended mightily for law enforcement and for clean and righteous 
citizenship. There, as elsewhere, he took a prominent part in 
temperance reform work. There also, as elsewhere, he occupied 
a prominent place in his Associational and State denominational 
work. He is an organizer and leader of men. 

Mr. Clary closed his pastorate in Saluda August 1, 1916, From 
that date until December 10th, he engaged in evangelistic and pul- 
pit supply work, preaching in South Carolina, North Carolina, Vir- 
ginia, and Washington. On December 10th, 1916, he accepted 
a call to the pastorate of the Mt Tabor Baptist church, Washing- 
ton, D. C, and entered immediately upon the duties of that pas- 
torate. 

Personally, Mr. Clary is one of the finest, most genial fellows 
to be found in our Southern Baptist Convention. As a pastor his 
Boul bums with compassion for men. He possesses the true shep- 
herd's heart. One acquainted with his style would recognize his 
newspaper articles on the other side of the globe. His epigrams 
sparkle with his native wit, carrying the aroma of the corn and 
cotton fields where he grew up. In the pulpit his style is original 
and direct, positive instead of negative. He speaks in periods 
rather than in interrogation points. He thinks quickly, vigorously. 
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and in straight lines. His is a logical and argomentatiye mind, 
little given to the imagination. His is a free, unbiased mind. 
He fully appreciates what others think and say, according thou 
the fullest rights to their opinions, but no question, social, ciyic, 
religious or otherwise, is settled for him until he has thought it 
through for himself. 

His life has ever been on the offensive. Whether in the cotton 
field, in the schoolroom, waiting on a table for his board in the 
seminary, or pursuing his daily duties as pastor, he is always xat- 
compromisingly going forward. His face is set like flint on every 
task that enlists his co-operation. His varied and constant stmgglea 
for an education did much to develop his great heart in sympathy 
for the other fellow who meets it hard. But his own achievements 
have given him the indomitable faith to believe that any ambitious 
boy or girl can get any worthy thing that they may desire, pro- 
vided they are willing to pay the price of hard toil. While faith- 
ful to the duties of the local church he always finds time for the 
temperance, civic, and larger denominational work, and is always 
ready through speech and pen to aid in the larger work of the 
kingdom. Some of his friends prophesy that his greatest influence 
will be seen when he finds a seat in some editorial chair, for 
which he is so well equipped, and in which work he has already 
had valued experience. 
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WILLIAM MABION COILE. 




Some of the most dlBtm^uiEhed dti- 
zens of Qeorgia were bom and reared 
and have lived in Madison, Oglethorpe 
and Clarke coontieB, Among these was 
James N. Coile, irho began his useful 
career as a farmer in Madison comity. 
His wife vas Mibb Susan Elvira Mo- 
Ourdy, and she was a worthy helpmeet 
to her husband. 

Mr. Coile was a devoted Christian, 
and his passion for souls led him to sell 
his farm in 1860, that he might pre- 
pare and devote himself to the Chris- 
tiui ministry. With his wife and three sons he moved to Ogle- 
thorpe connty and became a student in Meson Academy, at Lex- 
ington, of which Professor Thomas B. Moss was principal. The 
father and three sons were in school together. The Civil War cut 
short his educational plans, and the farm in Madison cotmty bar- 
ing been paid for in Confederate money was almost a total loss. 
But by BtudiouB habits the father acquired a liberal education. In 
1868 he moved from Oglethorpe to Clarke coun^, where he de- 
voted his time to farming, teaching and preaching, and succeeded 
in educating his family of eight children. 

William Marion Coile was the third son of James N. and Soson 
Elvira Coile, and was bom in Madison county, Georgia, Febroary 
11, 1854. While a student in Meson Academy with hia father he 
dietiDgaished himself by not being able to recite his speech on 
Friday afternoon. When he would rise to recite his timidity, fear 
of criticism, or something like fright would overcome him so that 
h« could not speak. After moving with his father to Clarke county 
he worked on the farm and attended the old field schools. Throu^ 
the mediation of two good women, Mrs. S. C. McClain and Mrs. 
William Butherford, he secured a two years' sdiolarship in the 
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Agricultural and Mechanical Departments of the XTniversity of 
Georgia. After two years of college life he decided to change his 
course, and returned to private schools and teaching. Later he 
entered Franklin College of the XTniversity of Qeorgia, and grad- 
uated with the A. B. degree in 1883. The various interruptionn of 
bis college life extended his connection with the University over a 
period of twelve years. After having been in the ministry six- 
teen years he took a brief course in the Southern Baptist Theolog- 
ical Seminary, at Louisville, Kentucky. 

Mr. Coile was converted and united with Cloud's Creek church, 
in Oglethorpe county, in August, 1868, and was baptized by his 
father. He was ordained to the full work of the gospel ministry 
by Moore's Grove church, in Clarke county, in January, 1882. 
Eev. John G. Gibson, Rev. William R. (Joss, and deacon John P. 
Cheney, who afterwards became one of the leading pastors of the 
section, composed the presbytery. 

In 1879 Mr. Coile was united in marriage with Misa. Mary 
Emma Eberhart, which union has been blessed with eight living 
children, all members of the Winterville Baptist church, and all 
having been baptized by their father during the long period of 
years of his fruitful pastorate of this strong and efficient church. 
Their married life has been happy and fruitful in many ways. 
Their lives have been supplemental, and each has been the help- 
meet of the other. 

Mr. Coile's whole ministerial life of thirty-four years has been 
identified with the churches of the Sarepta and adjoining associa- 
tions. In many instances his pastorates have been with new 
churches, constituted by himself in new centers of influence. Dur- 
ing his ministerial career he has been pastor of the following 
churches: Dove's Creek, Elbert county, 1882-1884; Bethany, Ogle- 
thorpe county, 1882-1886; Antioch, Oglethorpe county, 1884-1902; 
Maysville, Jackson county, 1885-1888; Jefferson, Jackson county, 
1889-1892, also 1908; Commerce, Jackson county, 1891-1894; 
Winder, Barrow county, 1895-1897; Bogart, Oconee county, 1896- 
1900 ; Bowman, Elbert county, 1898-1900 ; Corinth, Oconee county, 
1901-1909 ; Moore's Grove, Madison county, 1884-1890, and for a 
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second period, 1901-1909; Attica, Jackson county, 1909-1916; 
Comer, Madison county, 1904-1908 ; Amoldsrille, Oglethorpe conn- 
tj, 1909-1916; DanieUvme, Madison county, 1914-1916; Watkins- 
viUe, Oconee county, 1916; Winterville, Clarke county, 1887-1916. 

In connection vith bis pastorates he has baptized 862 candi- 
dates. His longest pastorate has been in bis home town, Wintei- 
Tille, where be helped to constitute the church and to erect a house 
of worship. For twen^-nine years he has been the shepherd of 
tbis flock, and his influence has increased with each passing year. 
During aU the years of his fruitful ministry he has held the esteem 
and unbounded confidence and affection of his brethren. He is 
regarded as one of the leading pastors of bis section, and is oft«ai 
referred to as the "Big-hearted Bishop of Winterville." As a 
country church leader and builder of church bouses, he has no 
peer and few if any equals in Georgia. The churches oyer North- 
east Georgia which be has served as pastor and has helped in other 
ways will stand for ages as monuments to his untiring energy and 
ability as preacher and pastor. 

Mr. Cone's influence and service in Uie interest of Christian 
education have been without a break since he entered the pastorate. 
He has been honored by being made a member of the Board of Edu- 
cation of the Georgia Baptist Convention, and is chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of Gibson-Mercer Academy, Bowman, and chair- 
man of the Board of Education of Clarke county. His interest in 
Christian education ia intense and bis devotion to education in 
general is worthy of special note. As in the ministry, so in edn< 
cation he has made for himself an enviable reputation, and has 
counted it a pleasure to serve the interests of bis fellow-men in 
all things that make for their well-being. 
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JAMES HENEY COIN. 




Bev. James Henry Coin, at this date^ 
1916, the beloved and marreloosly sno- 
cessfnl pastor of the First Baptist 
church of Cordele, Georgia, is a native 
of Tennessee, having been bom in 
Crockett county of that State, Septem- 
ber 16th, 1872. His parents, Francis 
M. Coin and Phoebe Tennessee Coin, 
were of that plain, sturdy stock of folks 
vho make up the most dependable ele- 
ment in oar sociel? known as the com- 
mon people. The childhood years of 
their young son, James Henry, were 
spent in the quiet, obscure and nneventful atmosphere which sur- 
roonds the household of the American farmer who lives on a few 
rural acres and tills his own fields. 

But Mr. Coin was not deetioed to enjoy a fair chance even nnder 
an environment which itself was empty enou^ of advantages. 
Before the age of seven, hie honored father died, leaving the little 
country home to undergo many hard battles even for a comfort- 
able existence. 

The remarriage of the mother a few years later marked another 
decisive event in the life of the young Tennessean for whom God 
had planned a destiny more brilliant than the world could have 
expected or the young lad himself dared to dream. 

With only a few months* schooling as a boy, James Henry Coin, 
at the tender age of thirteen, went out into the world for himself. 
BestlesB of nature, energetic, and even adventuresome, released as 
he felt of responsibility or restraint, he left home. He worked and 
wandered his way from Tennessee through Missouri and into Texas. 
Several empty, meaningless, and unproductive years of youth and 
young manhood thus went by, leaving the young prodigal much 
wiser but not happier of heart or richer in this world's goods. 
At the age of twentj-two he revisited his mother in Tennessee. 
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Ihe marks of manhood were now upon him. The problem of a 
career of definite alma was now Btmggling in his soul. He hid 
followed the "call of the wild," and had retomed with ashes for 
the fancied treasores that he had sought. In that way by nhidi 
God deals with homan hearts when he has marked them for his 
own, this young, uneducated countryman felt the stirrings of a call 
to a future career which he would hardly admit to himself and 
for which he felt himself utterly mifit and impossible of attain- 
m^t. Only the heart that has passed through a similaT expe- 
rience can ever sympathize with that "not wise, not mighty, not 
noble" life to whom there come from God the movings of senti- 
ments and emotions that are as irrepressible as they are holy. 

Convinced of the bnrden as well as the emptiness of life when 
the call of God and conscious duty are smothered in the sool, Ifr. 
Coin went to the old church of his childhood and professed hia 
convemion, and dated it back to a time before he ever left home 
when he was thirteen. But, to the greater surprise of the whole 
community, he aleo confided to the church his call to preach the 
gospel. Tet with becoming sympathy, the old church liscensed 
the young man to preach and encouraged him to the work 1^ mak- 
ing an appointment for him to display his gifts. So remarkably 
snccesef ul was this first sermon that the whole communiiy was con- 
vinced of the safety of the church's risk in "libeTsting" the young 
Coin to preach. Invitations to hold meetings came at once, and 
for weeks the young preacher went from place to plaoe in meet- 
ings which everywhere assumed full proportions of real revivals. 

Bealizing his need for training, Mr. Coin entered the Soath- 
westem Baptist University (now Union University) at Jackson, 
Tennessee, in the fall of 1894. He at once demonstrated ability 
aa a preacher which was little short of marvelous in the minds of 
every one who chanced to hear the little blonde student from 
Crockett county. Calls to country churches out from Jackson, 
which could be supplied on Sundays, brought enough revenues to 
enable the otherwise resourceless young preacher to pursue his col- 
ic^ work with some comfort and independence. 

His passion to preach the gospel and his gifts as an evangelist 
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both served to take up much of his time from his technical studies. 
For these reasons he did not become rated in college for his tower- 
ing class grades, but he continuously surpassed others in his knowl- 
edge of the Scriptures and his charming gifts as a speaker. 

Having on him in his country churches the duties of a pastor, 
he was ordained to the full work of the ministry by the Second 
Baptist church of Jackson, Tennessee, in 1895. 

After six years at college, during which time he did as much 
preaching as a full time pastor, Mr. Coin was called to the pastor- 
ate of the Baptist church at Bentonville, Arkansas. Thus step- 
ping out into the open field, J. H. Coin has been a tireless worker 
and an increasingly successful preacher. His succeeding pastorates 
have been Aurora, Missouri; First church, Joplin, Missouri; Van 
Alstyne, Texas ; Greenville, Mississippi ; and his present great pas- 
torate at Cordele, Georgia, where he has wrought so remarkably for 
the last five vears. 

While at Joplin, Missouri, Mr. Coin found (Jod's helpmeet for 
his noble career in the person of Miss Lucy Lenore King, whose 
birthplace was Griffin, Georgia. They were married October 17th, 
1906. The talents and tastes of this pastor and his wife blend in 
such harmony as to make the home of pastor Coin glorify the work 
of his high calling in the most ideal respect. One little daughter, 
Frances King Coin, the only child of this union, has lately come, 
Feb. 11th, 1916, to make happy the pastor's household. 

For nearly a year, following the close of the pastorate at Green- 
ville, Mississippi, Mr. Coin, by special request of the Home Mis- 
sion Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, preached and 
evangelized in the Isthmus of Panama. Returning to the States, 
he lectured and did the work of an evangelist until he was con- 
strained to accept the urgent call of his present pastorate at Cor- 
dele, Geor|2ria, in February, 1912. 

The history of the Cordele church for the last five years is a 
romance of pastoral success. The Christian Index, the Baptist 
paper of Georgia, has issued a pamphlet entitled, **The Example 
and Challenge of the Cordele Church.*' This pamphlet is a recital 
of the marvelous accomplishments of the church under the leader- 



BAPTIST BIOGRAPHY 77 

ship of pastor J. H. Coin in which the church and its work are 
held up as a pattern for other churches in her methods and achieve- 
ments. After reciting the fact that the Gordele church is the only 
church in Georgia that has a copy of The Christian Index going 
into every family in its membership^ and after outlining the finan- 
cial methods of the church in conducting all its work, both local 
and denominational, on a strictly cash basis, the following is re- 
lated as to the way the church builded and paid cash for her beau- 
tiful and commodious new $30,000.00 meetinghouse : 

'^The Cordele church has made an exceptional record in the con- 
duct of its own affairs. On February Ist, 1912, Rev. J. H. Coin 
became its pastor. It had a wooden structure which was not in 
keeping with the material developments of the city, and was inade- 
quate for its work. The membership was of one mind that a new 
house was needed. After much discussion and prayer, it was unan- 
imously decided to build a house, and to raise the cash for the 
purpose and deposit it in the bank before the contract was let. 
Plans and specifications were drawn and agreed upon, and bids 
were secured. Each of the twelve deacons chose a coworker, upon 
the approval of the church, and the committee of twenty-four held a 
session of prayer, resulting in a revival among themselves. The 
committee itself subscribed $10,000.00, and within about two weeks 
it had in hand subscriptions aggregating $27,000.00 payable the 
first of October. About $19,000.00 was paid on that date, and the 
balance in a short time, and all of it was placed in the banks to 
draw five per cent, interest. The contract was let, the building 
completed and paid for, and was dedicated on September 13th^ 
1914.'' 

With a past career that has been varied in its character and broad 
in its observations, Mr. Coin is just now in his prime. He locks 
in his noble breast the consciousness of mastery over difficulties 
under which thousands of less heroic natures would have gone down 
in defeat. He has fought his way from obscurity to success and 
high denominational standing by no other means than his indomi- 
table will and his implicit confidence in the God who called him 
into the ministry of the blessed gospel. J. H. Coin is the finest 
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type of a man who has won his high place among men purely on 
his merits. 

In personal appearance^ Mr. Coin is small of stature, and a 
natural blonde in complexion. In personal bearing he has the 
pleasantry and familiar frankness of a youth sobered of all that is 
frivolous or self -assuming and seasoned to every nice propriety and 
earnest deference to others. He is utterly devoid of any clerical 
air or shallow conventionalities which make everybody feed at 
home in his presence, and cause men to seek his company on the 
streets. 

But, in the pulpit, J. H. Coin is instantly transformed in the 
eyes of those who know him best on the easy familiar social leveL 
As a preacher, he has all those elements of voice and personality 
in a speaker which are summed up in the word magnetic or felt in 
the soul when one tries to define eloquence. No man can explain 
those qualities which are peculiar to the natural orator, and it is 
equally true that no man can resist them. It is here, as a speaker 
on any subject or on any occasion, but especially and pre-eminently 
as a preacher of the glorious gospel, that Mr. Coin wins, masters, 
and reigns in the hearts of his hearers. Having a profound heart 
experience of the grace of God, possessing a marvelous insight into 
the Scriptures, and being impassioned with a thrilling eloquence, 
his message never fails to reach the hearts of his audience. He 
has the natural evangelistic gift, and many of his best friends in 
the ministry have urged him to give himself exclusively to the 
evangelistic field. But, with every qualification for an evangelist, 
he is no less able as a wise, sympathetic, and constructive pastor. 
Few men combine so nearly all the elements that it takes to meet 
every demand of a successful pastorate. 

Still young and full of the passions and ambitions of youth, 
Mr. Coin is just now entering his greatest day of usefulness. Yet 
one of the younger men of the denomination, the future will look 
to him as one of Georgians greatest preachers and constructive Bap- 
tist leaders. 
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BKYAN WELLS COLLIEB. 




Biyan Wells Collier is regarded as 
one of the really strong preachers among 
the Baptists in Georgia, where moat of 
his life has been spent. He is nov pas- 
tor of the First Baptist church at Cal- 
houn, Gordon county, Georgia, and ia 
also on the editorial staS of The Chris- 
tian Index. 

Mr. Collier comes from one of the 
representatiye families of Qeoi^a. His 
grandfather, Bryan W. Collier, for 
Thorn he was named, was for more than 
fifty years proprietor of the old Mcin- 
tosh Hotel at Indian Springs and bad a wide acquaintance in the 
State, claiming as his personal friends many of the moat noted 
people in Georgia who bad been entertained at bis famous resort. 
The subject of this aketch was bom at Indian Springs, Georgia, 
October 23, 1868. His father was Dr. Thomas James Collier, 
who, for many years, enjoyed an extensive medical practice in and 
around Griffin, Georgia, and was a godly deacon of the First Bap- 
tist church, of Griffin. His mother was Miss Willie Newman, of 
f orsyth, a member of one of the best families in the State, a lady 
of genuine culture and literary taste, and a leader iu the church 
and social life of her community. 

Mr. Collier's infancy was spent in Monroe county and from 
there his father moved to Griffin. As a small boy he was very fond 
of reading and by his studious habits gave evidence of a useful 
tutnre. He went through the public schools of Griffin, taking a 
liigh stand in his classy and after his graduation there he vent to 
Ifercer University, vhere he won several distinguished honors. 
There he was awarded the Hunt medal for English Composition, 
and was diosen as the champion debater for the Ciceronian Society 
in 1890. He graduated from Mercer with the degree of B, S. 
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He attended the Sunday-school of the old First chnrch in Grif- 
fin, and when fourteen years old, upon a profession of his faith in 
Christ, was baptized into the fellowship of that church. His 
heart, at an early age, turned toward the ministry as his life work 
and he displayed gifts which were prophetic of a very useful life 
in that noble calling. At the call of the GrifiBn church he was 
formally ordained to the full work of the gospel ministry in Octo- 
ber, 1892, by a presbytery consisting of John D. Stewart, W. S. 
Rogers, and Rev. Mr. Prichett. 

At this time he received and accepted a call to the church at 
Dahlonega, where he labored for parts of 1892 and 1893. After 
this he spent a year in the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary^ 
at Louisville, Kentucky. From 1894 to 1897 he was pastor at De- 
catur and from 1897 to 1902 he served the church at Hartwell. 
From 1902 to 1905 he was pastor at Covington and Social Circle. 
Ftom 1905 to 1910 he did a splendid work at Marianna and Chip- 
ley, Florida. From there he went to Pelham, Georgia, where he 
remained for three years. Following this he traveled for the Pied- 
mont Institute, at Waycross, and for Bessie Tift College, at 
Forsyth. In 1914, returning to the pastorate, he took charge of 
the church at Fairbum and from there he went to Calhoun in 
1915, where his work has been greatly blessed of the Lord. 

On December 9th, 1897, Mr. Collier was married to Miss Marga- 
ret Marion Wootten, youngest daughter of Dr. John Fletcher Woot- 
teii, of Dalton, Georgia, and to them were bom two sons, Bryan 
Wootten Collier and Thomas Wootten Collier. Mrs. Collier is 
artistically gifted in various ways, and possesses great social charm. 
She is one of four sisters, three of whom married ministers. 

Mr. Collier is au unusually strong preacher and has a clear in- 
sight into the truths of the Word of God. He has a pleasing pul- 
pit appearance and is a forcible speaker. He has always been 
heard with pleasure by those who are judges of good preaching. 
As a writer he has been very successful, his style being clear and 
convincing and his thoughts always clothed in purest English. 
Among his compositions are a number of poems and hjrmns which 
deserve a place in the sacred songs of the denomination. He has 
contributed to "Kind Words,** published by the Baptist Sunday 
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School Board at Nashville, Tennessee, a serieB of hiBtorieil 
sketches entitled "Torch Bearers of Freedom in Our Mother Conn- 
tr;," and another series entitled "Pioneera of Colonial Days." 

Mr. Collier is a man of quiet manners and yet he is a good 
mixer, making friends vherever be goes and holding them after 
they are made. He is a man who is best loved where he is beat 
known, and in the places where he has preached he numbers hia 
friends by the hundreds. 



LAWRENCE ALVAH COOPER. 



In 1835, an Englishman by the name 

a of Oeorge W. Cooper came to America. 
The first years of his American life were 
spent in Pennsylvania, New York and 
Maryland. Thence he gravitated to 
North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Georgia, settling first in Hancock connty 
in the last-named State, and finally end- 
ing his career in Lee county, Georgia. 
He was a mechanic of inventive genioa, 
and was a man of a most remarkable 
memory. It is said that he could re- 
peat poetry by the hour, and that Buma 
was his favorite author. During his residence in Hancock couniy, 
Georgia, he married Miss Charity Reynolds, in 1840, Two yeara 
later a son came into their home, who was given the name of 
W. H. Cooper. 

In the early years of W. H. Cooper he showed that he inherited 
the gift of a retentive memory from his father. He was an apt 
student all his life. In 1860 he entered Mercer TJniversily, at 
Penfield, Georgia, where he spent nearly two years, being forced to 
give up his college course on account of the loss of one of his arms. 
Later he returned to Mercer and took a course in theology, under 
Dr. N. M. Crawford. After leaving Mercer University the sec- 
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ond time he spent ten years in the schoolroom^ and the remainder 
of his life in the full work of the gospel ministry. Some of the 
best churches in Georgia enjoyed his seryices^ supplemented by 
those of his devoted wife, who was Miss Bebecca A. Beynolda. 
Among the churches of which he was pastor were Fort Oaines, 
Cuthberty Cedartown, and Quitman. 

G^eo^ge W. Cooper and Rev. W. H. Cooper were the grandfather 
and father, respectively, of Rev. Lawrence Alvah Cooper, who was 
bom at Albany, Georgia, January 5, 1873. The early youth of 
Mr. Cooper was spent in going to school and in working during 
vacations in the different places where his father was resident pas- 
tor. He finished his high school education at Cartersville, Geor- 
gia, and then entered Mercer University, Macon, (Jeorgia, but 
gave up his course before graduation. 

There were two turning points in the life of Mr. Cooper. The 
first came when he was happily converted, in 1887. Christianity 
was such a vital thing to him that he soon faced the question of 
preaching the gospel. In order to get away from these holy im- 
pressions, on leaving Mercer University he tried all sorts of secular 
pursuits, but in vain. The second turning point in his life was 
when he yielded to the divine call and dedicated himself to the 
preaching of the gospel. In order to better prepare himself for his 
life work, he entered the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky, for the full course. The intensity of his 
nature made him a hard student, and in the middle of the second 
year his health failed and the complete course was abandoned. 

Mr. Cooper was ordained to the full work of the gospel ministry 
July 13, 1899, by the First Baptist church, of Quitman, G^rgia. 
The presbytery was composed of Revs. W. B. Bennett, C. W. Minor, 
and K. W. Cawthorn. Soon after his ordination he became pastor 
of several country churches near Quitman. Among these was the 
old historic church of Hickory Head. 

Success attended his ministry from the first. The country 
churches, so greatly blessed under his leadership, had to give him 
up, that he might enter larger and more inviting fields of useful- 
ness. The five important pastorates which he has held, in order, 
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«•: IdTe Oftk, Florida; Johmtoii, Glutton and ICioning, SoaUi 
CftToliiu; and Fitsgenld, Qeorgia. In all theae paotoratea tha 
dmreheB vera greatly strengthened in nomben, in ipiritualit;, and 
in Cbhstian liberality. The flgoiea in additions to bia diordua 
and in their increased contribationa for current rapport, misaiona, 
and benevolence in every caae showed an increase over any other 
year in the history of the chnrches. The work of Mr. Cooper, 
however, as pastor of the First chnrch, Fitzgerald, has been the 
moat remarkable of any of the pastorates he has held. Incident to 
tiie erection of a substantial and commodious house of worship, 
he found the chnrch heavily in debt. Large payments have been 
made upon these obligations year by year, and the church has made 
increased offerings every year for missions and benevolence. 

Mr. Cooper has unusual evangelistic gifts, and a large part of 
his ministerial life baa been spent in evangelistic work. Three 
States have enjoyed Ms ministry in this service: Georgia, South 
Carolina, and Kentucky. His methods are sane, but sensational; 
only sensational, however, from his clear and forceful presentation 
of abounding sin and superabounding grace in Jesus Christ. Large 
numbers of converts have been added to the churches in which he 
has held meetings, many chnrch debts have been wiped out, and 
the churches started out on higher planes of Christian living and 
service. Mr. Cooper has a knack of raising money. During the 
administration of President P. D. Pollock, of Mercer Universi^, 
Macon, Georgia, he raised a considerable sum for the endowment 
cf that institution. 

Mr. Cooper is a veritable bundle of energy. He is quick in 
thought and speech and action. In the preparation of his ser- 
mons he is thorough, and when he preaches he has something to 
say and says it and quits. He does not preach or work without a 
plan, but when the plan is oace made, he works it. In his preach- 
ing he confines himself to what he believes, and his faith indudes 
the contents of Oenesis and Revelation, and all the books of the 
Bible between. Counting converts is his chief delight, but he most 
be fully persuaded that they are real converts before he will con- 
lent to number them as such. 
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As a public speaker Mr. Cooper has exceptionally fine gifts. His 
vocal organs have been trained in the development of his musical 
talent^ to his great advantage in preaching. He knows how to ad- 
just his voice^ not only to the auditorium in which he speaks, but 
to the subject in hand. As occasion demands he rises to an elo- 
quence that moves his hearers to feeling and action. 

Socially, Mr. Cooper can move with equal ease in any circle. 
He is at home with the most cultured, and can easily adjust himself 
to the unlettered. The men of his flock love his companionship, 
not only because of his wit and humor, but because of his sound 
judgment in business affairs. The women in his churches enjoy 
his fellowship and counsel, and he never fails to have their sympa- 
thetic co-operation in his work. The children count him as their 
friend and they love rather than fear his presence. 

Mr. Cooper has had a wide experience as pastor and evangelist, 
and is a fine judge of human nature. The most of his time since 
he entered the ministry has been spent in the study of men and 
women from personal contact. Having the memory of his grand- 
father, he absorbs a vast amount of information and recalls inci- 
dents in life to great advantage. Grood books have been his com- 
panions from his youth up, and he reads and remembers their 
contents. From the scenes of life and from the contents of good 
books he has gathered a vast store of valuable information. Though 
young in years his achievements in the ministry are enough to 
furnish pleasant reflection to the end of his journey; but the be- 
ginning of his usefulness has scarcely begun. 
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PETER PLOTJRTf OT CRAWFORD. 




To write of one ao noble and good u 
the sabject of this sketch is eomething 
more than a pleasant task ; it is a sweet 
and delightful privilege. Throa^ont 
the limits of two State conventions 
Peter F. Crawford is a familiar name 
and the man is a brother dearly beloved. 
When there are only "things lovely and 
of good report" to be written the pen 
moves without restraint. His artless 
simplicity, his transparent sincerity, bis 
nnbending integrity, and his unflinching 
loyalty are the dominant characteris- 
tics of his life and commend him to the confidence and love of hia 
brethren. Two qualities are outstanding in his ministry; his sn- 
preme love for God and his profound passion for the salvation <rf 
men. He is pre-eminently a man of prayer, and, like his Master^ 
be is going about doing good. 

Peter Ploumoy Crawford was bom on his father's farm in Tal- 
bot county, Georgia, on the 18th of November, 1854. At the age 
of nineteen he went to Loachapoka, Alabama, to clerk in a store 
of general merchandise. In September, 1876, he was converted 
and joined the Loachapoka Baptist church, and was baptized by 
the Rev. Geo. E. Brewer. In January, 1878, this church licenaed 
him to preach. Feeling keenly his need of education for tliifi great 
work he went to Howard College, then located at Marion, Ala- 
bama, where he studied for a year and a half. His fonda being 
exhausted he accepted a clerkship in Benton, Alabama. 

On the 27ih of October, 1879, he was happily married to Miaa 
Uary J. Crawford, of Ixiachapoka, Alabama, finding in her that 
good wife who is "from the Lord," a companion of congenial 
tastes, a wise counselor, a prudent and discreet assistant in all of 
his labors, a helpmeet indeed. 
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In 1884 Qoi opened the way for him to resume his studies and 
in January of that year he entered Meroer Universiiy. At this 
time South Macon^ now the Second churchy became pastorless. He, 
with other students of the university, was invited to supply for this 
church. He was called later to become supply pastor which he 
accepted and was ordained^ with Drs. A. J. Battle, I. B. Branham, 
J. J. Brantly, J. G. Ryals, and E. W. Warren as a presbytery. He 
was for a while associate pastor of Warren Chapel, now East Ma- 
con church. 

He graduated from Mercer University with the degree of A. B. 
in June, 1886. Immediately upon graduation he went to Cames- 
ville, Georgia, having accepted the principalship of the high school 
of that town. Here for two years he taught in the public school 
and preached to village and country churches with fine results. 
He and his good wife organized the first Woman's Missionary So- 
ciety ever organized in that association at Camesville church. 

In September, 1888, he entered the Southern Baptist Theolog- 
ical Seminary at Louisville, Kentucky, and sat at the feet of those 
giants — Broadus, Manly, Kerfoot, and Eobertson. This was a 
privilege he had long and earnestly coveted; but on accoimt of 
the distressing health of Mrs. Crawford he was not permitted to 
prosecute the course to completion. 

Directly after leaving the Seminary he was called to a group of 
churches in Northeast Georgia. This group consisted of Lavonia, 
Martin, Bowman and Bio. In this field his labors were signally 
blessed. 

His reputation as a vigorous thinker, an aggressive worker, and 
eloquent preacher was by this time extending itself throughout 
the State, and the church at Bainbridge, Georgia, called for his 
services. This call he accepted and did some excellent constructive 
work in that cultured old town. But other churches had their 
eyes upon him, and the First church, of Albany, Georgia, extended 
to him a hearty and unanimous call to come to them. Here waft 
spent two of the happiest years of his life ; years full of delightful 
service, but the ill health of his family necessitated a change of 
climate. He therefore accepted a field consisting of Hamilton^ 
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Beech Springs and Bethd. As eUerhere the Lord set the seal of 
his approval upon his work here. But he was permitted to remain 
onl7 ttro ;e&re when failing healtli made it necessar; that he should 
rest After recuperation hiB first love, Lavonia, Martin and 
Clarkeeville, called again for hia servicee. 

lu January, 1906, he accepted calls to LiSerty, Pickens, and Ca- 
teechee, South Carolina. Some of the very best work of his life 
was done here where he remained for several Tears. He is now 
the beloved paator of the First church of Pelzer, South Carolina, 
and is doing a noble and aggressive work. 



AHCHIBALD CUNNINGHAM CHEE. 



Dr. Arch C. Cree was bom at Innar- 
leithem, Peebleshire, Scotland, March 
9, 1873. He comes of that good, stord; 
Scotch stock that has enriched our 
American nation. His father is Bat. 
Archibald Cree, a native of Saltcoati, 
Scotland, and for many years one of the 
leading Congregational ministers of 
Great Britain. Upon coming to Amer- 
ica, Rev. Archibald Cree, the father, un- 
der the fellowship and personal ministry 
of Dr. L. R. Christie, accepted the Bap- 
tist interpretation, nnited with the First 
Baptist churdi, Henderson, North Carolina, and for years waa 
counted one of tiie most forceful Baptist ministers in Eastern 
North Carolina. Dr. Cree's mother was Agnes Walker, of Cupar^ 
Fife, Scotland, a sister of John Walker, General Manager of the 
North British Railway, and of William Walker, General Managor 
of the Leith and Hamburg Steamship Company. Dr. Cree is the 
oldest of the ten children that have blessed this union. 

In the Summer of 1888 the family came to Americs and setUed 
on a plantation near HendersoD, North Carolina. After a year Or 
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two on the farm and in other employment, young Gree began to 
plan and prepare himself for the legal profession, but his con- 
version and call to the ministry changed these plans. He was con- 
verted under the preaching of Dr. Bobt. VanDeventer, then of 
Henderson, North Carolina, now of (Georgia, and was baptized into 
the fellowship of the Henderson Baptist church in the Fall of 
1891. 

On Thursday night after the Sunday on which he was baptized. 
Dr. Cree bore his first public testimony for his Savior in the Bap- 
tist Young People's Union meeting of the church. Prom the very 
beginning of his Christian life, he seized eagerly the opportunities 
to serve and to testify for his Master. His activities were soon rec- 
ognized by his brethren, and at an early date he was called on to 
lead a church service. One step led to another until one Sunday 
night, Dr. VanDeventer, that great lover and trainer of young peo- 
ple for Christian service, took the young lad aside and brought him 
face to face with the opportunities and obligations of the gospel 
ministry. The lad confessed that he had some conviction that he 
ought to preach, but was not ready to decide the matter. Then 
ensued one of the great spiritual struggles of his life, for he was 
ambitious and his heart was set on the law. Finally, he yielded 
to the call of his Lord and followed in the footsteps of his worthy 
and honored father, as a minister of the Word. 

In the Fall of 1892 the Henderson Baptist church licensed Dr. 
Cree to preach. In September, 1893, he entered Wake Forest Col- 
lege, North Carolina, to prepare for the Baptist ministry, and was 
graduated in May, 1898, with the degree of Master of Arts. In 
June, 1894, at the request of the Ephesus Baptist church, Asbury, 
North Carolina, which had called him as pastor, he was ordained 
to the ministry by a council called by the Henderson Baptist 
church. The council was composed of Dr. Robt. VanDeventer, his 
pastor, Dr. J. S. Hardaway, Dr. W. R. Gwaltney, Dr. T. J. Taylor, 
and Rev. Archibald Cree, his father. 

During his course at Wake Forest College, Dr. Cree was recog- 
nized as a thorough student and a ready speaker and debater. In 
his Sophomore year he was chosen as the orator of the Philoma- 
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theeisn Literary Society on the occasion of its umiTersarr celebn- 
tion — an honor usually reserved for members of the Senior clasa. 
While a student at Wake Forest he vas pastor of churches at 
Asbury, Apex, Carthage, Southern Fines, and Aberdeen, North 
Carolina, supplied some of the leading pulpits of the State, and 
was in demand as an evangelist. 

Upon his graduation he was sorely tempted to go at once into 
the regular work as pastor, but his Scotch sagacity and pertinacity 
caused him to adhere to his plans for a tborou^ education. So in 
October, 1898, be entered the Southern Baptist Theological Semi- 
amy at LouiBTille, Kentucky. Well prepared, especially in Latin, 
Greek and Hebrew, he completed the full three years' course in two 
years, being graduated with the degree of Master of Theology in 
Uay, 1900. However, his passion for preparation led him further 
and he continued at the Seminary another year, pursuing the 
studies and writing the thesis required for the degree of Doctor 
of Theology. 

In the Spring of his third year at the Seminary, Dr. Cree yielded 
to the hearty call of the First Baptist church, of Gaffney, SouUi 
Candina, and entered upon the work of his first full pastorate. 
While there he met and married his wife, Virginia Carroll Cope- 
land Cree, the daughter of Mr, James A. Carroll, planter and 
hanker.' Mrs. Cree was one of the most devoted workers in the 
First Baptist church. To her finely developed int«Ileotual and 
spiritaal life and her intense devotion to Jesus Christ, Dr. Cree 
attributes most of the human credit for any measure of success he 
may have enjoyed in his ministry. Their home has been blessed with 
four children : Charles Samuel Copeland, Mrs. Cree's son by her 
first marriage, Mary Carroll Cree, Virginia Carroll Cree, and 
Agnes Walker Cree. After three fruitful years at Ghtflney, Dr. 
Cree accepted a call to the Twenty-Second and Walnut Street 
Baptist church, of Louisville, Kentucky. 

At the Twenty-Second and Walnut Street Baptist church, the 
great People's church of Louisville, Kentucky, his ministry was 
characterized by an intense evangelism that won hundreds to Jesus 
Christ and by a sympathetic cultivation of young men that led 
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quite a number to volunteer for the ministry and oilier forms of 
Christian service. While pastor at Louisville, the Soutliem Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary recognized Dr. Creeps ability as a stu- 
dent by engaging him to assist President E. T. Mullins in the De- 
partment of Systematic Theology. During his connection with the 
Seminary he finished his post-graduate studies, which had been 
interrupted by his acceptance of the call to Gkiffney, Soutli Caro- 
lina, and he received the degree of Doctor of Theology at the Semi- 
nary Commencement of May, 1906. 

From Louisville Dr. Cree went, in September, 1906, to the pastor- 
ate of the Edgefield Baptist church, at Nashville, Tennessee, a pul- 
pit made prominent by the brilliant ministry of the late Dr. John 
0. Rust. Here Dr. Cree developed his ministry along more con- 
structive, religiousj and denominational lines, winning recognition 
as one of the leaders in his city and denomination. During this 
pastorate he led in the erection of one of the most attractive and 
useful church plants in the South, was active in many ways in his 
denomination as a member of the Sunday School Board, the Mis- 
sion Board of Tennessee, etc., and was in demand as an evangelist 
and speaker on special occasions. But he attepipted too much and 
was stricken with a serious nervous trouble, which caused him to 
give up this pastorate and well-nigh cost him his usefulness as a 
minister. 

After a year of rest and recuperation he was called, in the Sum- 
mer of 1909, to the First Baptist church, of Moultrie, Georgia, 
and there entered upon the most fruitful pastorate of bis ministry. 
During this pastorate the Moultrie church took its place in the 
very front rank of Southern Baptist churches. By its remarkable 
internal spiritual development and its far-reaching missionary and 
denominational activities, this church has maintained an effective- 
ness in spiritual achievements that has greatly stimulated many 
others. While pastor at Moultrie, Dr. Cree was a member of the 
Committee on Co-operation of the Georgia Baptist Convention, and 
Vice-President of the Home Mission Board of the Soutliem Bap- 
tist Convention. 

Throughout his ministry Dr. Cree has had an intense and sym* 
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pathetic interest in the undeveloped Baptist cbnrchei and foroei 
in the territory contiguous to Mb aevenl pastorates, and to this 
task of denominational enliatmeot his hands and his heart have 
been persistently and consistently set. And it was doabtleaa hia 
■access in such work, together with his platform and ezecatiTe 
ability, that marked him in the mind of his brethren as a mui 
capable of the work to which he has since been called. 

So, when, in the Summer of 1912, the Home Mission Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention created the Department of En- 
listment, the Board turned to Dr. Cree with an invitation to b»* 
come the Secretary of the new department. He accepted the call 
and entered upon the difBcult task of blazing the way for an 'En.- 
IJstment program and an efficiency movement among Southern 
Baptists. How well he succeeded is evidenced by the record that 
within a year a definite Enlistment organization was effected, t 
corps of field workers engaged, a movement projected that is today 
winning its way throughout the territory of Southern Baptists, and 
tfie very word "Enlistment" given a place in the technical termi- 
nology of the denomination. 

In the spring of 1916, when Georgia Baptists faced a crisis and 
needed an Executive Secretary for their Mission Board, this Board 
was led in a significant and providential way to extend a hearty 
and unanimous call to Dr. Cree. With many a heartarhe, he 
turned away from the Department of Enlistment, so largely his 
own child ; but with the strong conviction that it was the will of 
God, he entered upon the duties of the office of Corresponding 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Mission Board of the Georgia Bap- 
tist Convention, the great co-ordinating Board of Georgia Bap- 
tists, that fosters all Hie interests of the denomination in that 
State. Problems and responsibilities fitted to crush the heart of a 
man confronted him. But, with onswerving faith in ultimate 
victory, with contagious enthusiasm and passion for the work, and 
with marked executive ability, he gripped the task, sounded the 
slogan "Eedeem Georgia," and rallied Georgia Baptists to their 
great work. 

Dr. Cree's strong personality, his untiring energy, his resonro*- 
fnl tact, added to his devout spirituality which has brought the 
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blessing of the Master upon his labors, have spelled success, whether 
as student, pastor or secretary, and his beet of friends, not alone 
in Georgia but over the South, predict continued usefulness for 
him in the large affaire of the kingdom. 




JAMES HIRAM CREIGHTON. 

The subject of this sketch vas bom 
on March 30th, 1842, at Whatley, Clar^ 
county, Alabama, where he has lived all 
of his life. His father, Hiram Creigh- 
ton, was a Baptist preacher, and also a 
farmer, and was a man of great strength 
of character, always to be found work- 
ing for the betterment of his associates 
and the upbuilding of the communitj. 
In those days schools were few and wide- 
ly scattered, and the teachers not very 
efficient instructors. However, the \xfj 
took advantage of the means at handfor 
the acquirement of an education and laid the foundation, to which 
he added by study and judicious reading. 

When the Civil War came on he volunteered and, in September, 
3861, joined Captain S. B. Cleveland's company of cavalry, it form- 
ing a part of General Wirt Adams's regiment. His devotion to 
duty and the cause for which he fought impressed itself upon his 
comradea and the Confederacy had no more loyal supporter than 
James Hiram Creighton, the boy soldier. No sacrifices were too 
great, no duty too hazardous for him. He remained in the Con- 
federate service until April, 18G5, when the war closed. 

On his return home he taught school and farmed, hdping to 
support the family and build up the old farm, that had been neg- 
lected so long that it was almost like starting anew. While teach- 
ing and helping at tiie home, on November 8d, 1865, he was mar- 
ried to Miss Margaret Emma Hickson. She in all things proved a 
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-irortli; and true helpmeet, rejoicing with him in his Buccessea uid 
Bympatbizing irith him in his discoimgementa and disappoint- 
ments. 

ContiQaing to teach and farm, sharing with his wife the pleasures 
of a happy home, in 1881 he felt the call to the ministry, and in 
the same year he was ordained at his home chorch, Horeb, by a 
presbytery composed of EevB. T. H. Ball, J. H. Fendley, J. W. 
Dickinson, and Wm. Hill. How well and faithfully he has served 
his Master and his cause his work and his worth bear testimony. 
During his Uiirty-fire years of service in the ministry he has served 
8 large number of churches in the Clarke Count}' Association, 
among them his home church, where he was best known and hia 
ttdents most highly appreciated, for fifteen years. As another 
evidence of the high esteem in which he is held by hie brethren, 
when the Clarke County Association was organized he was elected 
to the position of clerk, and has held the place ever since, for 
thirty-two years. He has proven so eminently satisfactory and 
efficient in the position that he has become a veritable walking 
encyclopedia of Baptist statistics and history in this Association. 
As an additional evidence of their appreciation and his efficiency 
his brethren have kept him as chairman of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Association since the committee was created. 

In civil life his abilities have also been recognized and he has 
held several honorable and responsible positions — mayor of What- 
ley and president of the school board. In politics he is a Demo- 
crat, but his devotion to temperance and its cause is so marked and 
well known that while he loves Democracy and its tenets, he iB 
first of all an unyielding and uncompromising Prohibitionist. 

His first wife died on March 12th, 1912, and her remains were 
laid to rest among the scenes she loved so well and a people who 
loved her and admired her. On March 15th, 1915, he was mar- 
ried to Mrs. Lizzie Bell Henson and to them have been accorded 
the privilege of maintaining a Christian home, where Qod reigns 
and old-time hospitality is graciously diepensed. The life and 
character of James Hiram Creighton have been a blessing and a 
benediction to his county and to all who have been so fortunate aa 
to come under his influence. His home life has been ideal; hia 
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dbnrcb life without reprotcb, bia Iraiilien Ufa witbcnt a itaio. 
And looldiig back apoa a life veil apsnt in his ICuter's eerrice and 
Ute bettermmt of mankind, when the final snmmoiu ihall oonw 
he can lay the anovj whiteness of hia eool in gliniona triumph at 

hia Master's feet 



EETJBEIT ANDREW JACKSON CUMBBB. 




Ber. B. A. J. Cnmbee, one of the 
best-known and most loved ot Alabama 
Baptist preachers, was bom in Meri- 
wether connty, Georgia, on June 9th, 
1838. He is the son of Beuben Oiim- 
bee and Sarah BUzabeth McCall Cum- 
I. His childhood and early life were 
spent in his native county, where he 
was reared on the farm. He went to 
the common school of the time, in 
which the foundation of his education 
was laid. With his parents he moved 
to Chambers county, Alabama, and, soon 
after this, he entered the High School at Milltown, in Chambers 
cotmty, which at that time was one of the best schools in East 
Alabama. Here be remained until he completed the course re- 
quired by this institution. 

He was converted at the early age of fifteen, joined the State 
Line Baptist church. Heard county, Qeorgia, and was baptized 
by Rev. James Sperlin. Feeling an earnest desire in his heart 
to preach the gospel of Christ, he was licensed by his mother 
church in 1851; and was ordained to the full work of the gospel 
minietry at the request of Fellowship and Bethel churchee, in 
1862 or 1853, the presbytery being composed of Revs. Euell 
Mathis, B. J. (Joss, and James Sperlin. The ordination occurred 
at Fellowship, Randolph county, Alabama. 

No man in all the South has been more actively engaged in the 
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tniiuitr;. He preached almost every Sunday during Uie time be 
vu taldDg hit course of Btndy in the Milltown High School. 
Being thus actively engaged, he has serred as pastor the follow- 
ing chordies: Fellowship, Hoanoke, Dadeville, Alexander City, 
Ashland, LineviUe, Pheniz Ci^, Seale, Hurtsboro, Midway, La- 
vem, Bnmdidge, Louisville, and Clio. He also aerred the fol- 
lowing country diurches: Fredonia and Bock Springs in Cham- 
bers county, and Comity Line in Tallapoosa coim^, Alabama. In 
the early days of his ministry he was pastor of several churchea 
in Georgia. 

These churchea, almost without exception, grew and prospered 
under his earnest, faithful preaching, and most eEBcient pastoral 
work. Among them to-day are to be fotmd some of the strongest 
and most influential chitrcbes in Alabama. Po nnooa ing in a marked 
degree that keen insight to human nature, he was a natural leader 
of men, doing his work so gently and prudently that he could 
induce his brethren to undertake and do things without Quax 
knowing he was really leading them. Many hard tasks and noble 
enterprises were brought to a successful consummation by this kind 
of tactful effort 

He possessed the evangelistic spirit and evangelistic gift in large 
measure. Consequently, large ingatherings were the results of 
his meetings. During his ministry, he has baptized four thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-seven persons, and hundreds of others 
were bronght into the kingdom in connection with his work in 
assisting in meetings outside of his own churches. As one of the 
results of his evangelistic gifts, he was unusually successful in 
building up the waste places; especially broken down and run 
down churches. In fact, he took great delight in doing work of 
this kind. A number of churches in Alabama to-day owe their 
existence to his faithful labors along this line, and some of them 
are among our very best churches. 

In 1861, when the war clouds gathered over our Southland, he 
offered his services to his country, and enlisted in Company P, 
14th Alabama Volunteers. Soon after entering the service, he 
was elected lieutenant of his company, and was a gallant de- 
fender of his country until the dose of the war. During the time 
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of his service as a Confederate soldier, he was in the following 
historic engagements: Battle of Seven Pines, seven days* fight 
near Bichmond, Second Manassas, Fredericksburg, Spottsylvania, 
The Wilderness, and the last engagements around Richmond and 
Petersburg, and surrendered with (Jeneral Lee at Appomattox in 
April, 1865. At the seven days* fight near Richmond he was 
wounded, and came home on forty-days' furlough. The strenuous 
duties of camp life did not quench the zeal of this faithful servant 
of Gk)d. He preached whenever opportunity presented itself. 
During the four years he was in the Confederate service, he bap- 
tized more than one thousand soldiers. When General Lee was 
about to evacuate Petersburg, and (Jeneral Grant's forces opened 
fire on the Confederates, Lieutenant Cumbee, as he was familiarly 
called, was baptizing some soldiers in Highland Pond. The bul- 
lets began to fall all around him in the water; but this did not 
deter him. He continued right on with the sacred service in 
which he was engaged until he had completed it, and went right 
out of the water into the battle that was raging fiercely. Many a 
poor soldier was brought to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ 
through his instrumentality, and was thus prepared to meet his 
Lord as he went into his presence from the field of battle. His 
zeal and gifts were such that it attracted the attention of his supe- 
lior officers, and as a result he was tendered the position of chap- 
lain of his regiment, which he refused, feeling that his place of 
usefulness was among the men of his own company. At the dose 
of hostilities, he walked four hundred miles to get home, where 
he took charge of the churches he resigned when he enlisted in 
the Confederate service. 

The subject of this sketch was highly appreciated by his breth- 
ren, who delighted to honor him. He has served as moderator 
of the following associations: East Liberty, Cary, Salem-Troy, 
Russell County (formerly the Harris), and the Central. For a 
number of years he was the President of the Alabama Preachers' 
Conference, which always met in connection with the Baptist State 
Convention. As a presiding officer he was firm, but kind and 
tactful, and his rulings were always accepted as just and impartial, 
for he enjoyed the full confidence and aflEection of his brethren. 
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Wh«n Mr. Cnmbee entered upou the work of the ministry more 
tiian sixty years ago, preachera received very scanty remimeration 
for tiieir labors, especially in the rural sections. Hence, It vas 
absolutely necessary that the preacher should look elsewhere than 
to his churches for a support. For this reason he taught schocd 
tor five years in the beginning of his ministry; at the same time 
reading law. But feeling that teaching was more in harmony 
vith his life work, he abandoned the law. As a teacher he ac- 
quitted himself with credit, having the confidence and respect 
cf both patrons and pupils. 

Id 1880, when he was a citizen of Tallapoosa county, Alabama, 
at the earnest solicitation of leading members of his churches, 
and other influential citizens, be was induced to enter the race 
for Probate Judge of his county. After a clean and high-toned 
canvass, he was elected by a handsome majority, and served his . 
county six years. He ran for the same office again in 1892, with 
the same result as before and served another term of six years. 
During this time he continued to preach, not losing a single serv- 
ice unless hindered by sickness, or some other providential occur- 
rence. But he devoted himself to the weaker churches in the coun- 
try, the work being largely missionary in character. This kind of 
work was greatly needed in his section, and the Lord honored 
and blessed his labors. He did what very few preachers have ever 
done: he held political ofEce for twelve years, and retired to private 
life with a clean record, having no cloud or stain upon his reputa- 
tion, maintaining his high standard for honesty, integrity, and 
fair dealing with his fellowman. He was a just and upright 
judge, administering the affairs of his office in the interest of all 
the people. 

After leaving the office of Probate Judge, he threw himself into 
bis work with renewed vigor and zeal, devoting his whole time and 
tiion^t to his churches. During this period he did some of the 
very best work of his life. Thus he continued actively in the pas- 
torate, until he reached his four score years, and only retired 
when forced to do so by the infirmities of age. To-day he is 
cheerful and happy, with a strong and abiding faith, still glorying 
in the cross, and patiently waiting for the call of his Master. No 
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better illuBtration of how to grow old gracefully iB to be found 
enywhere than in this aged servant of God. He is a joy and an in- 
spiration to hia pastor, and all others who come in touch with him. 
He has two children living: Mrs. Harry Gillam, of Qadsden, 
Alabama, by the first marriage; and Mrs. T. S. Herren, of Bir- 
mingham, Alabama, by the second marriage. His last marriage 
wae to Miss Frances Bonner, of Fredonia, Alabama, who for the 
past twenty-four years has shared his burdens, participated in his 
struggles, and rejoiced in his victories. Her devotion to him is 
most beautiful. 



WILLIAM LOOMIS CUTTS. 



Dr. William Loomis Cutts is a fine 
type of the all-round preacher and pas- 
tor. His life has been one of constant 
growth in winsomenoss, strength, and 
usefulness, and he is still realizing his 
ideal of a growing man. 

Dr. Cutts was the son of William 
Johnson Cutts and Nancy Brazil Cutts. 
He was bom February 19, 1866, in 
Stewart county. He was the oldest of 
twelve children. His early life was 
spent on the farm in Webster county. 
Hard labor on rented land was the daily 
routine for most of the years of his youth. 

, He learned to read and write in the "three months" schools of 
the day. He was converted at the age of 18 and married when 
he was 20. Dr. Cutts has often referred to his wife, who waa 
Miss Susie Clark, of Sumter county, as his "helpmeet indeed." 
Especially during his struggle for an education, her loyal devo- 
tion through sclf-satrifice helped to "meat the table" for the six 
years of their educational endeavor/ The Friendship Association, 
of which he was a beneficiary, during the early part of his college 
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life, ae we liave heard him say, "Fumiehed the greenback, Susie the 
grit, and the Lord the grace; bo I just had to go on in the exercise 
of what little gumption I had to whatever good was possible." She 
is still hia right-arm of strength, having mothered a large family, 
consisting of six sons living, one dead, and one daughter. Two 
sons are ordained Baptist pastors, others are in prospect for the 
ministry and the only daughter has given herself for mission work 
on the foreign field. 

At the age of twenty-two, he entered the public schools of Daw- 
son and prepared for Mercer University. He was ordained by the 
church at Parrott, Terrell county, in 1889, by a presbytery con- 
sisting of G. W. Weekly, B. W. Davis, M. B. L. Binion, and AV. W. 
Mabry. He graduated at the age of twen^-eight and received the 
degree of Bachelor of Science. In 1910 his ahns mater conferred 
npon him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 

While in tiie High School at Dawson, the young preacher served 
Mount Pisgah church, in Stewart county, m his first pastorate. 
During his college course be was pastor at Behoboth, Sumter coun- 
ty; Bethel, Sumpter county, Elam, Macon county. After bis 
graduation, in 1894, he made his home for four years in Ogle- 
thorpe, serving Oglethorpe, Leesburg, Byron, and Andersonville 
churches. In 1898 he moved to Marshallville and served that 
church for four years for one-half of his time, giving the other 
half to Leesburg and Byron. 

Soon bis activity in the general development of the work of the 
Behoboth Association attracted attention and be was asked to take 
general charge as associational missionary, first for a part and 
then for all of hia time. At the dose of his pastorate at Marshall- 
ville he resided there for two years while doing this important 
consbuctive work in State Missions as associational missionary. 
He proved an ideal man for this kind of work. He was tnisted 
by the denominational leaders of the organized work and was popu- 
lar even among its opponents. He had the foresight to plan for 
future growth as well as the tact, poise, and energy to put his plans 
on toot. Much of the present vigor of the work of the Behoboth 
Asaociation is due to his efficient service. 
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In 1904 he was offered an important field in the growing towns 
of Vienna and Pinehurst and moved to Vienna to accept this work. 
In two years the church at Vienna had developed to the point of 
taking all his time. After serving this church for two years, he 
moved to Canton where he is now well into his eighth year of suc- 
cessful service. Other important fields have sought him as a pas- 
tor, but his whole inclination has always been to stay and build up 
rather than to move for inmiediate advantage. 

The denomination has made use of this valuable man in variouB 
capacities. He has served as a trustee of Bessie Tift College since 
the Convention took charge of it. He has been a worthy member 
of the Education and Mission Boards. He has been blessed with 
many successful revivals which he has held with his fellow-pastors, 
but he is distinctly a pastor. 

W. L. Cutts is a preacher of charm and power. He preachee 
the great doctrines with marked depth but with a clearness which 
informs the simplest hearers and a warmth which delights and 
moves all classes. Of fine conmion sense and rare judgment of 
men and measures he makes but few mistakes. He has dear ideas 
of the needs of his pastorate, his community, and his denomination, 
and can organize forces to bring to pass what is necessary. He is 
quiet in manners, but tireless in industry and of uncomparable 
faith of what God can do through him. In the humblest spirit 
he sits among his brethren in counsel, but they follow his sug- 
gestions with a feeling that they tread the road of safety and 
progress. 

He is popular with all classes. The various interests of his 
church and denomination are equally dear to him. He is a suc- 
cessful winner of souls, a good shepherd of the sheep, and a man 
among men. He wears well in all the relations of life and in the 
strength of a still growing manhood he gives promise of still larger 
usefulness. 
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WILLIAM LEE CUTTS. 




The subject of tiua sketch, though jret 
in early life, has already made for him* 
flelf an enviable record as a popular and 
Buccessfnl gospel minister. He comes 
of good preaching stock, since his father, 
Dr. W, L. Cutts, is one of the promi- 
nent preachers of G^rgia, and different 
members of the family are engaged in 
preaching or in educational vork, or in 
both. He is recognized aa one of the 
best and brightest ornaments of the 
younger Baptist ministry in the Stat« 
of Georgia. 
William Lee Cutts was bom in Webster county, in South Qeor- 
gia, July 31st, 1887, son of Bev. William LoomiB Cutts, and Mrs. 
Susie Clarke Cutts. He was the eldest of a family of eight diil- 
dren. At twelve years of age he vas converted under the preach- 
ing of Dr. J. J. Bennett and baptized by his father into the fellow- 
ship of Marahallville Baptist chorcb. He attended the public 
schools of Marshallville and before leaving home to complete his 
education in schools of higher grade, he spent a year at work in 
the mercantile business. 

He enrolled as a student in the famous Locust Grove Institute, 
at Locust Grove, Georgia, where he remained for two years and a 
half, completing his course there in 1906. Following this, he spent 
a year as deputy derk in the Superior Court of Dooly county at 
Yienno, Georgia. 

He entered Mercer Dniversity, Macon, Georgia, during the pren- 
denc; of Dr. 3. Y. Jameson, graduating with the degree of A3., 
in 1910. 

On his twenty-first birthday, and during hia career as a college 
student, he yielded to certain solenm impressions which had been 
made upon bis heart, and determined to dedicate his life to the 
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work of the ministry. He lost no time in beginning active service, 
and while yet a student at Mercer was superintendent of Hazel 
Street Mission in Macon. His first preaching was done in the 
Summer of 1909 when he assisted Bev. E. M. Dyer in meetings at 
Noonday, Woodstock, and Chelsea churches. 

During the Summer of 1910, following his graduation, he did 
evangelistic work under the direction of the Mission Board of the 
Georgia Baptist Convention. In the Pall he was called to the pas- 
torate of Macedonia church in Cherokee county, Georgia, and also 
of the church at Smyrna, Georgia. He served these churches for 
two years, and his work here was richly blessed. 

He was ordained in April, 1911, the ordaining presbytery con- 
sisting of his father, Bev. W. L. Cutts, D.D., Bev. J. J. Bennett, 
D.D., Rev. W. W. Mabry, and Bev. J. J. Keter. 

In the Fall of 1912 he entered the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Louisville, Kentucky, where he spent one year. While 
a student at the Seminary, he preached to coimtry churches in 
reach of Louisville. 

In 1913, under the direction of Dr. J. J. Bennett, corresponding 
secretary and treasurer of the Mission Board of the Georgia Bap- 
tist Convention, he was placed in charge of the mission in Atlanta 
which later developed into the Inman Park Baptist church. He is 
still pastor of this church, 1916, where he is the recipient of a 
degree of loving appreciation from his membership such as com- 
paratively few pastors are privileged to enjoy. Prom a mission 
with a mere handful of members, this organization has grown in 
three years into a strong church, with a membership of 309. This 
signal growth has been due to diligent pastoral oversight, strong 
and faithful preaching, and aggressive evangelistic effort. 

Mr. Cutts was married on December 23d, 1914, to Miss Inez 
Ball, of LaPayette, Georgia. Miss Ball had been a student in the 
Training School at Louisville, Kentucky, and the training which 
she received there has been of great service to her in seconding the 
ministerial labors of her husband. 

Mr. Cutts is gifted with a buoyant, sunny nature, which has 
won him friends wherever he has gone, and he has held them by 
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the exbibitioD of hie subBtantial qualities as a man and as a Chris- 
tian minister. He is a tireless and enthusiastic worker, and has 
alwuTS confronted the difficulties of his work with an indomitable 
determination which has always conquered in the end. He has 
been remarkably successful in evangelistic work, and has been much 
in demand for service of this kind. 

As he is yet on the sunny side of thirty, with a strong body, a 
bright and well disciplined mind, a winning personality and a con- 
secrated purpose, his friends may well expect a career for him that 
shall be rich in honors for himself and fruitful in service for the 
advancement of the kingdom. 



CHARLES WILLIAM DANIEL. 



The Carolinas and Georgia have fur- 
nished the States West of the Mtsais- 
sippi river with many of their best and 
most substantial citizens. Long before 
the beginning of the war between the 
States, the drift of population was West- 
ward. There were not ao many rail- 
roads in those days as now, and the 
journey was often made in covered 
wagons, over boggy roads, and required 
weeks of fatiguing travel. The lands 
of the West were cheap and rich, and 
they offered exceptionally fine oppor- 
tunities to young men to amass large fortunes. It was for these 
reasons Mr. Dudley Daniel left his old home in North Carolina 
and settled in Arkansas. 

With this drift of population toward the West, Mr. Beuben 
Clayton, who was bom in Maryland, moved to Greenville, South 
Carolina, where he married Miss Elizabeth Blasingame. Subse- 
quently, Mr. and Mrs. Clayton moved to Atlanta, Georgia, where 
Miea Effie Clayton was bom. Later, Mr. Clayton moved to Mis- 
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souriy and from there to Arkansas, where he became a neighbor of 
Mr. Dudley Daniel. In the course of time Mr. William Dudley 
Daniel, son of Dudley Daniel, married Miss Effie Clayton, and as 
a result of that union Charles William Daniel was bom at Monti- 
cello, Arkansas, May 6, 1874. 

Mr. Daniel was reared in Monticello, Arkansas, where he re- 
ceived his grammar and high school education. At the early age 
of sixteen he entered Union Universitjr, Jackson, Tennessee, from 
which he graduated with the M.A. degree in 1894. The fact that 
he was prepared for college at the age of sixteen and graduated 
with the M. A. degree at the age of twenty shows that he had 
exceptionally good opportunities and that he was an apt student. 
Both in the high school and in the college he made a good record 
in his classes. In the Fall of 1894 he entered the Southern Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary, at Louisville, Kentucky, where he took 
a two years* course. In the Seminary, as in the high school and 
college, he stood well in his dasses, and enjoyed the respect of the 
faculty and his fellow students. 

Mr. Daniel was converted and joined the church at Monticello, 
Arkansas, in ITovember, 1886, before he was twelve years old the 
following May. Entering upon the Christian life before he had 
reached his teens, saved him from the bad habits of a reckless 
youth, which has been greatly to his advantage. The development 
of his Christian character was remarkable in many respects. In 
March, 1893, in his nineteenth year, he was ordained to the full 
work of the gospel ministry by the First Baptist church, of Jack- 
son, Tennessee. The presbytery was composed of Revs. B. J. Will- 
ingham, H. W. Tribble, A. J. Barton, B. P. Mahon, and George H. 
Crutcher. 

From the very first Dr. Daniel has been accustomed to large re- 
sponsibilities in the pastorate. In 1896, at the age of twenty-two, 
he became pastor of the First Baptist church, of Texarkana, Texas, 
where he did a good work for two years. The pastorate of this 
growing church was resigned to accept a call to the First Baptist 
church, of Pine Bluflf, Arkansas. During the five years he was 
pastor of that church, he grew in influence and power as a preach- 
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er, and the diorcb increased in nnmberB and in spiritnalit^ and 
erected its present house of worship. The reputation he made for 
himself 08 a preacher and pastor extended beyond the limits of bis 
own field and native State. The young Arkansas preacher had 
attracted the attention of the First Baptist church, of Covington, 
Kentucky, which was without a pastor, and it extended a hearty 
call to Dr. Daniel in 190S. In Covington, as in Texarkana and 
Pine BlafF, be captured the hearts of his people and enjoyed their 
cooperation in the aggressive work which he did for three years. 
A larger and more important field of usefulness was opened to him 
in a call by the First Baptist church, of Fort Worth, Texas, which 
was extended and accepted in 1906. This church was strong in 
numbers and wealth; its hoose of worship was well located and 
commodious; the city was growing by leaps and bounds, and the 
opportunities the church afforded challenged the best that was in 
him. From the first growing congregations attended upon his 
ministry, and much aggressive work was undertaken and accom- 
plished. 

In 1909, Dr. W, W. Landmm, who had so long been pastor of 
the First Baptist church, of Atlanta, Georgia, accepted a call to 
the Broadway Baptist church, of Louisville, Kentucky. Thus the 
pulpit that had been made famous by the eloquent J. B. Hawthorne 
and his worthy succeesor was vacant. The eyes of the deacons 
and leading members of that historic church scanned the country 
from the lakes to the Gulf, and from the Hudson to the Bio 
Qrande, for a preacher and pastor who would be worthy of bis 
predecessors. At length, they saw in the pastor of the First Bap- 
tist church. Fort Worth, Texas, the preacher and pastor they 
needed, and they extended a call to Dr. Daniel, which he accepted, 
and took charge of the church, July 1, 1909. Not only those 
deacons and leading members, but the whole church, the city, and 
the State, felt that his union with the church as its pastor was of 
the Lord. The year 1916 has been the best of the nearly eight 
years he has been its pastor. 

As a man, Dr. Daniel is every whit a gentleman. Thongb a 
preacher, he is also a citizen, and as such he stands for civic right- 
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eousness. On all questions there is no guessing as to how he 
stands. In no case is he found on both sides of any issue that is 
raised. With dignified fearlessness he defends his position^ and 
under no consideration will he yield unless he is honestly con- 
vinced that he is wrong. In that case, he yields gracefully. For 
corruptness in politics, crookedness in business, and hypocrisy in 
leli^non, lie lias a supreme contempt, and is not afraid to express 
it. The gentleman of high ideals finds in him a congenial com- 
panion imd tluj unfortunate a sympathizing friend. 

Ah u preacher. Dr. Daniel is sound in doctrine, sane in method, 
and Haf(; in Icadershi]). With him, all other books, however good, 
are Hccondary to the Bible, and he believes and preaches the Bible 
aH a whole, and not merely in spots. It is a rule with him to 
evoIv(; liiH sermons from texts, rather than to tack texts to his ser- 
mons, in exegesis he is clear, in outline simple, systematic and 
lo^iejil. In arpiment, he is fair, and his conclusions are con- 
vin(•in^^ With him preaching is not a declamation, but a simple 
presentation of the truth. There is no effort to be sophomoric or 
elotpient, but his eloquence is the sounding of the chords of his 
heart, which are in tune with the gospel. Spirituality is his aim 
for the (-hristian, and salvation for the lost. Christians are edified, 
and sinncjrs are convicted and converted under his preaching. 

As ji pastor, his interest in his flock is first for their spiritual 
welfare, (irowth in grace is his chief concern for the members of 
his church. The social betterment of his people is one of the aims 
of liis service, and he rejoices in their material prosperity. The 
tempted and tried have his sympathy and help, but the wilfully 
wicked and the hypocrite receive his sharp rebuke. The sorrow- 
ing find in him a ready and willing comforter. In the organiza- 
tions of his church he puts responsibility upon his members, and 
never interferes by doing another's task. In every case, he freely 
encourages his people in their work, but in no case will he take it 
over and do it for them. In the management of the church he is 
a bishop, and as such he oversees while it does the work. 

As a denominational leader, Dr. Daniel is a statesman. King- 
dom movements challenge his deepest thinking and his best efforts. 
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From the local church outward to the nttermoet part of the earth, 
m cooperation with other churches, is hie ideal. Constructive 
work for the good of the denomination commands his best efforts, 
and tliere is nothing in denominational endeavor that he loves bo 
well aa auccess. Every enterprise fostered by hte denomination 
has his support, in proportion to its importance. The Christian 
spirit is a world spirit, and he manifests Hiat spirit in his rela- 
tion to men and measures. With that spirit he has good judgment 
and due regard for the sense of propriety in everyliiing. 

Dr. Daniel has been honored by his denomination in every State 
where he has lived and labored. Ouachita College, Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas, of which he was a trustee, conferred upon him the degree 
of D.D. in 1901. He served as a member of the Mission Boards 
of Arkansas, Kentucky, and Texas while he lived and labored in 
those States. Upon coming to G^rgia he was made a member of 
the Mission Board and of the trustees of Bessie Tift College, also 
a member of the Home Mission Board. In 1915, the Mission 
Board of the Georgia Baptist Convention elected him as its secre- 
tary, but feeling that his work was not done as pastor of the First 
Baptist church, Atlanta, he declined. In all these positions of 
honor and trust he has rendered valuable service, and in every case 
he has proven himself worthy of the confidence which has been 
imposed in him. 

Nearly all of Dr. Daniel's life has been devoted to tiie service 
of others. The greatest single thing he ever did for himself was 
when be won the heart and hand of Miss Alice Calhoun, of Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, to whom he was united in marriage on February 
11, 1897. Four children have blessed this union, three daugh- 
ters — Tyler, Effie, and Alice — and one son, Charles William, Jr. 
The father and motlier have tasted that sorrow which few parents 
escape, in the transition of little Alice and Charles from this to the 
better land. These experiences have qualified them to really sym- 
pathize with otber sorrowing parents, and give them assurance 
that the; have at least two treasures in heaven. 
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AUGUSTUS CLEVELAND DAVIDSON. 




Just a brown-eyed baby boy bom into 
B family of many brothers and siatera 
out in Franklin connty, Uiasonri. Joat 
a farmer boy like many anoQier. His 
father's name was Samnel M. DandBon 
and his mother's America Billaps, God- 
fearing people, both of them. When this 
little new life came to them on a cold 
winter's day, December 3, 1846, did they 
say, as did Hannah of old, "as long as 
he liveth he shall be leot to the Lord?" 
The years passed swiftly on, and there 
came a day, in Angnst, 1865, when the 
Lord spoke to the young man's soul and be opened hie heart's door 
wide that he might come in. A high and holy ambition now 
stirred within him to serve the Lord who had redeemed him. This 
ambition became the master-passion of his life, so he ofttimes 
gives expression to it in the words of the hymn : 

"E'er since by faith I saw the stream, 
Thy flowing wounds supply, 
Sedeeming love has been my theme. 
And shall be till I die." 
Coming to Kentucky he entered Georgetown College from which 
he graduated with the A.B. degree, June 1, 1871, receiving his 
A.M. in 1874. He was a classmate of Eev. J, M. Frost, D.D., and 
the friendship began then has ripened with the passing years. 

On November 17, 1874, he was united in marriage with Miss 
Elizabeth Stevenson Keene, of Georgetown, Kentucky. Topretlier 
they are still traveling their peaceful way, one in heart and par- 
pose. One daughter and three sons came to bless their lives, but 
their firstborn son, while still a little one, was called to the heav- 
enly home. How greatly Qod baa nsed thia sorrow to bless and 
help hundreds of other weeping fathers and mothers, because 
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Qiroagh it they learned how to "comfort those who are in any 
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we onrselTee are comforted of 
God." 

Dr. Davidson was ordained at Eminenoe, Kentucky, in July, 
1871. Hia pastorates were: Eminence^ Eentuc!v>~, ISTl-lSTd; 
Bloomington, Indiana, 1876-1879; Aurora, Indiana, 1879-1884; 
Marion, Alabama, 1884-1887; Covington, Kentucky, 1887-1898; 
Soutbside, Birmingham, Alabama, 1898-1905 ; Murfreesboro, Ten- 
nessee, 1906-1908; First church, Covington, Kentucky, 1908-19IS. 
Since 1913 he has been at Livingston, Alabama. From 1893 to 
1898 he was president of Georgetown College. Hov proud he has 
been through the years of those college boys and girls who have 
done well, and how he has suffered over those who have failed of 
their heet. When the great book of remembrance is opened, then 
they will know how much of place and position came to them be- 
cause of this great, good man, who has ever stood in the difficult 
places on the mountain side, reaching out his strong, steady, loving 
hand to help the younger people pass up and on to higher peaks. 

Grateful acknowledgment of what Dr. Davidson has been to him 
is thus expressed by Dr. T. B. Ray, of the Foreign Mission Board, 
who was one of those college boys : 

"When Dr. Davidson came to Georgetown, I had been in col- 
lege for some time. My relations with Dr. Dudley, his predeces- 
sor, had been so delightful that I felt a bit of anxie^ about what 
the coming of the new president would mean. In the first inter- 
view I had with Dr. Davidson, he captured me completely and 
has held me vrith increasing firmness to this day. He soon be- 
came my ideal of a Christian gentleman. I saw in him a thorough- 
going man, delightfully genUe and a devout Christian. I tried to 
follow his footsteps in the way of Jesus Christ. So completely did 
he overmaster me that I caught myself occasionally even imitating 
some of his expressions and mannerisms. 

"He was gracious enough to receive me not only into his office 
but into his home. The sweetness and joyousnees of his home 
dvrell with me in unfailing memory. It played a decisive part in 
my college life. In speaking of that home, I recall that Dr. David- 
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Bon was not the only potent influence in it. I can never cease to 
be thankful for the tender interest Mrs. Davidson always took in all 
of our affairs. Ood bless her^ I say, for her big mother's heart 

"By his wise counsel, his gentleness, his unswerving belief in me, 
he inspired me not only to strive hard for good educational and 
spiritual attainments while in college, but also to labor for the beat 
things through the future years. In numberless ways Dr. David- 
son has made me feel that he believes in me. This is an asset on 
which I have often drawn to my great help and comfort." 

As member of the Board of Trustees of (Georgetown College for 
many years, as president of the Howard College Board, as a mem- 
ber of the Hymn Book Committee of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, as at one time associate on the Alabama Baptist staff, he 
has rendered invaluable ser\dce to the denomination he loves so 
loyally. 

In 1886 the title of D.D. was conferred upon him by Howard 
College, and LL.D. in 1904. He was pastor at Marion during 
the days that Howard College was located there. What that young 
pastor meant in the lives of those earnest hearted young people it 
would be hard to measure. Dr. L. 0. Dawson thus speaks of the 
power of his personalit}' : *^e is one of our greatest, and is all 
the greater for his shrinking modesty. You know he was my col- 
lege pastor. To me he was a man sent from God to touch my 
life at its most important period. In ever}i;hing he was my ideal. 
As a pastor and as a man, 1 have never seen any .irroatcr than he. 
He loved the boys with a genuine shepherd's heart, and in return 
they lavished on him their extravagant affection and youthful en- 
thusiasms. In all these years his influence has been felt in my 
life, and whatever good I have done, his hand was in it all. He 
can never die as long as one of those boys lives. 

"He was so gentle and tender that one might think liini a weak- 
ling, but, on the contrary, he is a man of tremendous strength and 
of the strongest kind of feeling. To me he is a modern Apostle 
John, tender as a woman, yet a veritable Boanerges when aroused. 
He has a wonderful magnetism which is the result of a tender heart 
that tied all the boys at Howard and girls at Judson to him. 
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None of them can ever forget him, or can e^'er eflc&pe the Ueesed 
inflaence of hia life. He had a vay of indiridaalizing the different 
onee in the great throng of etadents. Hov he did it^ I cannot 
tell, but each of oa felt that he was a personal friend, and he vas." 

A lover of music, the gospel sang itself into his soul. As the sea- 
shell held to one's ear sings of the great ocean, so does he hold to 
onr ears the little verse Joshua 1 :5, and we hear it sing with 
him */f God's saving grace, preserving care, shaping hands, match- 
less might, guilding eye, changeless love, gathering arms. And 
Fhilippians 4:S3 to him is like a little bird caged in the din and 
heat of a loathsome street, ;et pouring forth its soul to t«ll the 
world hov men and women may live Cbristly in the moet appalling 
cnrronndings. 

Strength, beauty, tenderness, and marvelous spirit\ial insight 
mark hia sermons. Who that ever heard him will forget hov doae 
he brought ua all to the Savior in his "Little Look into the Heart 
of our Loving Lord" ? 

Bnt it is as pastor, shepherd, that he comes nearest to the like- 
neas of his Lord, All who know him can hear him say "Sweet 
Ijamb" as he lays his tender hand on the sunny tresses of a cher- 
ished little child, or, with added tenderness, on the tousled, tangled 
hair of some wee neglected little one. Allien he walked through 
the alley ways and along the river front of Covington, it was no 
unusual thing to see these love-hungrj' children of the very poor 
flocking about him, holding his coat in their hands, or running be- 
fore him that Qiey might look up into the kindly face that smiled 
back at them. Like his Lord, he took them in his arms and 
blessed them. 

Of Jesus it was said, "He wont about doing good," and no bet- 
ter thing can be said of any disciple of the Lord. And do one but 
that loving Lord knows the number of those who have been cheered 
and heartened, comforted and saved throngh the ministry of this 
humble servant of his, for his has ever been a ministry to the in- 
dividual. There are some words in Holy Writ that describe his 
life, thongh he would be far from claiming them for himself — 
''Serving the Lord with all lowliness of mind, and with tears and 
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with trials how I shrank not from declaring unto you any- 
thing that was profitable, and from house to house testifying both 
to Jews and to Oreeks repentance toward God and faiih toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ/* 

''The work is much, but the life is more than all/' A business 
man, a man of affairs, has put it thus : ^'He is such a great, good 
man, a man of God, a man with such remarkable personality, that 
all who meet him are deeply impressed by his kindly manner and 
optimistic view of life, always looking on the bright side and al- 
ways seeing some good in everything and everybody. After talk- 
ing to him on the street, I always left feeling greatly encouraged 
and more determined to go about my business. A very prominent 
business man of our city remarked that such a man as Dr. David- 
son was worth $5,000 a year to the city of Covington to have him 
walking the streets." 

And the secret of it all is Jesus, just Jesus, coming into a life 
with saving power, with strengthening grace, with purifying love, 
and a soul sensitive, responsive, loyal, surrendered wholly to hinu 
It was the glimpse of such a life that led Matthew Arnold to 
write: 

''*Twas August, and the fierce sun overhead 

Smote on the squalid streets of Bethnal Green 

And the pale weaver through the window seen. 

In Spitalfield, looked thrice dispirited. 

I met a preacher there I knew, and said 

'111 and overworked, how fare you in this scene?* 

'Bravely,' said he, 'for I of late have been 

Much cheered with thoughts of Christ, the living bread.* 

human soul, as long as thou canst so 

Set up a mark of everlasting light 

Above the howling senses ebb and fiow 

To cheer thee and to right thee if thou roam 

ITot with lost toil thou laborest through the night. 

Thou mak'st the heaven thou hop*st indeed thy home.*' 
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CHAELES ALMED DAVIS. 



B 



A name held in the highest eeteem in 
bnsinesB and chnrch cirdeB in Georgia 
IB that of Mr. Charles A. Daris, of At- 
lanta, who is a deacon and active work- 
er in the First Baptist church, and a 
member of the Home Mission Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. Mr. 
Davis enjoys a wide ocquaintance, and 
the esample of his successful business 
career, his devotion to his church and its 
work, and his liberality and progressive 
enthusiasm as a citizen of a great and 
growing coramunity are an inspiration 
to all, with whom he comes in contact. He is an exemplary type 
of the cultured Christian gentleman, combining in beautiful blend- 
ing the traitfi of business acumen and warm-hearted liberality. 

Charles Alfred Davis, &e subject of this sketch, was bom in 
Greensboro, Georgia, March 14, 1850. His parents were Chas. A. 
Davis, Sr., and Amanda Bailey Swift Davis, daughter of Thomas 
Swift, of Morgan county, whose wife was Lucy Tolbert, daughter 
of William and Mary Bailey Tolbert, an old noted Georgia family. 
Mr. Chas. A. Davis, Sr., was one of the most prominent citizens 
and merchants of middle Georgia, and a liberal contributor to 
the denominational interests of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
as well as to local and State-wide civic interests. He spent hie 
life in and abont Greensboro, Georgia, his father and mother hav- 
ing moved to Greene county, Georgia, about the year 1810 from 
Halifax county, Korth Carolina. In his will, Mr. Chas. A. Davie, 
senior, left $20,000.00 to the Foreign Mission Board of the South- 
em Baptist Convention. 

The subject of this short sketch spent his yonth and early man- 
hood, np to thirty-five years of age, in his native county and town. 
He was educated in the dementary branches by private teachers 
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and in the schools of his town. Too young to enter the Confeder« 
ate Army, he was at home during that four years' struggle helping 
to provide for and protect his mother, while his father was in the 
Confederate service. 

When the war was over, his time was divided between attending 
school, and working hard in his father's mercantile establishment. 
Later on he was taken in as a partner by his father under the firm 
name of Ghas. A. Davis & Son, which did a large and successful 
business. The store of this firm was patronized for fifty or sixty 
miles around Greensboro; it enjoyed the highest credit, seldom 
used, however, by reason of the fact that the business was well 
managed, and the sales were largely for cash. Continuing suc- 
cessfully until 1872, this business was then sold out for a period 
of five years, in order that both partners might take a well-earned 
rest. During that time the junior member of the firm pursued a 
course of study at the University of Virginia, graduating with dis- 
tinction in the higher English branches and modern languages. 
Later the Qreensboro busiress was resumed under the same firm 
name, and continued successfully until 1883. In the interim, to 
wit, in May, 1879, Mr. Davis married Emily Sanders Willet, daugh- 
ter of Dr. J. E. Willet, professor of Chemistry and Physics at 
Mercer University. They made their home in Qreensboro, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Davis were both active members of the Greensboro 
Baptist church, he being superintendent of the Sunday-school for 
many years, and liberal in the current support of the church, as 
well as in his contributions to State, Home, and Foreign Mis- 
sions. 

The children now living of Mr. and Mrs. Davis are: Charles 
Willet Davis, one of the leading hardware men of Atlanta, who is 
the oldest; Mrs. Laurie Davis Anderson; Mrs. Tochie Davis 
Moore, wife of Hudson Moore, Esq., a leading attorney of Atlanta, 
and Mrs. Rosalie Davis Bailey, all of whom at this time are mem« 
bers of the First Baptist church, of Atlanta. There were two 
other boys, who died as infants. 

The mercantile business in Greensboro was again sold out for a 
period of five years in 1883, and in 1884 Mr. Davis, the subject 
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of this sketch, moved to AQanta with his funilj, and became a 
member of the firm of Bobineon Bros, ft Davis, Wholesale NotioiiB 
and Fancy Wears, in which businesB he continued until 1888. 
When the family came to Atlanta, Mr. and Mrs. Davis became 
membeni of the First Baptist church, then nnder the pastorate of 
Dr. J. B. HaTthome. Here he vas ordained a deacon, besides 
serving on the important working committees of the chnrdi, and 
teaching a large class in the Sunday-school. About this time Mr. 
Davis was elected a member of the Home Mission Board by the 
Southern Baptist Convention, and later he was made a member of 
the State Mission Board of Qeorgia, holding both positions for a 
number of years, eventually, however, having to give up the latter 
for lack of time to devote to it. Retaining his pla^-e on the Home 
Mission Board, however, he now holds the position of Auditor; is 
also Chairman of the Committee of Custody and Investment of 
Trust Funds, and a member of the Committee of Finance and 
Appropriations. The business and executive ability of Mr. Davis 
peculiarly fits him for positions of trust of this character. 

tn 1888, when Mr. Davis sold out his interest in his successful 
wholesale business in Atlanta, he returned to Greensboro, and 
again took over the same large general mercantile business tiiere in 
company with his brother, Mr. Oscar Davis, and his brother-in-law, 
Mr. Alez S. Seals, under the firm name of Davis Bros. & Seals, 
his father not wishing, on account of his advanced age, to enter 
the business again. Immediately upon his removal to Greensboro, 
Mr. Davis was recognized as a deacon, and served the Greensboro 
church in that capacity, as well as superintendent of the Sunday- 
school, remaining in Greensboro until after the death of his father. 

In 1897 Mr. Davis returned with his family to Atlanta, and for 
some months became identified with the Jackson Hill Baptist 
diurch, later, however, returning to the First Baptist church under 
the pastorate of Dr. W. W. Landrum, and remaining to this date 
members of that church under the present pastorate of Dr. Chas. 
W. Daniel. It was a pleasure to Mr. Davis to be of substantial 
help in building the present structure of the Jackson Hill Baptist 
church during his membership there. At present he is a deacon 
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in the First Baptist church, of Atlanta, a member of the finance 
and other important committees, as well as a teacher of a large 
dass of young ladies in the Sundaynschool. He was one of the 
influential members taking part in the selling of the old First Bap- 
tist church property on the comer of Forsyth and Walton streets, 
and moving the church to its present site at 211 Peachtree street^ 
which is perhaps the most central, attractive, and valuable church 
property in Atlanta. He was a member of the Building Com- 
mittee, and one of the hardest workers in financing the new build- 
ing, as well as one of the substantial contributors to the enterprise. 
He was Treasurer of the building fund, and received and dis- 
bursed all the funds, that went into the new lot and building, and 
his name is prominent on the comer-stone of the new church 
building. It is estimated that, even with the church building re- 
moved, the site on which it stands, would be worth about a quar- 
ter of a million dollars. 

Mr. Davis and his family are greatly attached to Atlanta, in 
which city he has made substantial investments, and has located 
his home on beautiful Peachtree street, some three miles from the 
city's center. Three of his children reside in Atlanta, and one at 
Fort Sam Houston, near San Antonio, Texas. 

Aside from the personal, open-hearted benevolences of Mr. Davis, 
we cannot close this sketch without making reference to the prince- 
ly benevolences and consecrated service of some members of Mr. 
Davis^s family. Miss Fannie A. Davis, an aunt on his father's side, 
who married Judge Thomas Stocks, of Greene county, a very prom- 
inent man, both in church and State in his day, made Mr. Davis 
executor of her will. It was found to place her whole estate in 
the hands of the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, half the income to go to the current work of the Board, 
and the other half toward a relief fund for the old ministers of 
(Georgia. This estate, originally valued at about $30,000, has in- 
creased to the value of about $40,000, with the income doing an 
untold amount of good in the channels, to which that noble wom- 
an devoted it. 

Another paternal aunt, Mrs. T. J. Bowen, was a missionary to 
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Africa and South America ; and stiU another annt^ Mrs. Cornelia 
C. Fieaton, waa a miseionary to the Indiana. Both of theae mn 
■ent out b; the Miasion Boards of the Sonthem Baptist ConveQ- 
tion. 

Like hifl parents and kinspeople before him, the subject of Uiis 
aketdi has proven himself always a lojal Baptist, read; to give to 
and work for the caiue, and likewise a good, loyal, and liberal citi- 
zen, ready to help in the foetering and forwarding of any woiHiy 
civic enterprise. Truly it can be said of sncb men as Charlea A, 
Daris that the world is made better for their having lived in it. 



JOSEPH MAETIN DAWSON. 



J. M. Dawson waa bom in the conn- 
try and in the country he had his bring- 
ing np. This is the first account we 
have of his life and his first good for- 
tune. The date of this first event ia 
fixed on Jane 21, 1879 — thirty-seven 
years ago; the place, Ellis county, Texas, 
in the black land belt and near the pros- 
perous town of Wazahachie. 

A second good fortune he had at his 
birth. He was bom to neither poverty 
nor riches. Poverty often drops its 
shadow across the first wistful gleams of 

life while riches veil the sight and the fascination falls unseen. 

In either case — alas, how often ! — life meets its chance and charm, 

aod misses its way. Joe Dawson had neither of these handicaps. 

The gray streaks of the morning came upon him in the open 

country with the freedom of its skies. 
A third good fortune he bad in his parentage — plain people, 

honest, straightforward, neither low-browed nor hi^-browed, 

neither consdons of inferiority or superiority, — jnst plain people. 
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makmg a living and living a life, oonsdouBly and purpoeefully in 
God's world. From homes like this, busy with work and high 
aims, with life's sweet simplicities and veracities, come, and must 
always come, life's high evangels. 

He worked on the farm and it was his mother at home who was 
his first teacher. Later he went to the public schools, worked a 
while in a printing o£Sce in Italy and Abilene, and reported a little 
for daily newspapers. Enterprising he always was, with an 
abundance of initiative and a tendency to start something. 

Then he went to Baylor University and found himself. He was 
a good student, earnest and confident; but his work was too 
crowded. His school career closed with his bachelor's degree, 
which he received from Baylor University. A longer look might 
have found a further vision; but it might have lost — ^who knows? 
— some relish of seeing for which even added vision would have 
been a poor exchange. Still in these college years life is not meas- 
ured by the things it learns, but by the subconscious power that 
dreams dimly in the dark and feels its way out into light — ^wakes 
up, looks out, and fixes with clarity and security its direction and 
its future. If s the moment that a man comes to himself that 
counts. 

During his college course he had work in the Bible with Dr. 
John S. Tanner, Dr. E. N. Barrett, and Dr. B. H. Carroll. Here 
again it was not so much what he learned, but the personalities 
he touched that mattered. For life was contagious in this climate 
of interest sweetened by the love of learning. It is hardly pos- 
bible that this susceptible youth, large and plastic, could have es- 
caped the infections of character from close association with those 
outstanding personalities, John S. Tanner, B. H. Carroll, and S. 
P. Brooks. 

In 1900, he was ordained to the ministry in the First Baptist 
church, of Waco. Those taking an active part in the ordination 
were Dr. B. H. Carroll, Dr. John S. Tanner, Dr. A. W. McGaha, 
Bevs. W. A. McEinney and John 0. Kendall. 

While in college he was actively engaged as pastor of churches, 
but this did not prevent his taking an active and leading part in 
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TariooB student activities. He eetabUshed and was first editor of 
tlie Lariat, the college weekly paper; he was editor of tlie Rtmnd 
Ufj the college annual; be founded and waa editor of the South- 
iD«ttem Theological Beviete, which was later merged into the Re- 
view and Expositor, now published at Louisville, Kentucky. 

Immediately aft«r graduation, he was elected Aasistant Corre- 
eponding Secretary of the Baptist Education Commiseion, of 
Texas. In 1906 he became pastor of the Baptist church in Lam- 
pasas, and in 1906 assisted in the establishment of the Lampasas 
Baptist Encampment at that place. In the some year he es- 
tablished and became the first editor of the Western Evangel at 
Abilene, and in 1907 he was elected editor of the Baptist Standard 
and continued in that position till the change of management in 
1908. He got printer's ink on his banda when a boy and now it 
was hard to wash it olT. As an editor he had a fine sense for good 
copy, wrote sane and sensible editorials, and put out a good paper; 
but nature was not to be put off at any halfway house. Joe Daw- 
son was called to preach. He was meant to be a pastor. It was 
all written too deep in his temperament, too deep in his hungry 
heart to be side-tracked in an editor's chair or any other chair. 
He had to face himself. He had to meet the high standard of 
bis own demands — he had to preach. 

In 1908 he was married to Miss Willie Turner, of Dallas, and 
in the same year became pastor of the First Baptist church in 
HiUsboro, Texas. Here for four years he ministered in a fellow- 
ship so beautiful and fruitful that it might be called ideal. In 
these four years a church debt of $15,000.00 was paid off and the 
membership doubled. He was already widely known, having been 
editor of the Baptist Standard and having shown elements of lead- 
ership in the denominational life. He now began to attract atten- 
tion as one of the rising yoong pastors of the State. 

In 1912 he accepted a call to the First Baptist church, of 
Temple, Texas. Here be built a Sunday-school annex at a cost of 
910,000.00 and made substantial progress in other ways. But 
just in the midst of his plans and labors, there come a call from 
the First Baptist church of Waco, Texas. It came with such in- 
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sistence and with an appeal so strong from church and college and 
community and friends that there was but one thing to do — ^to 
accept it. Here was a pulpit, the first in the State in honorable 
history and in present opportunity; here he was ordained to the 
ministry ; here he had sat at the feet of the great Carroll who for 
a quarter of a century made historic his pulpit appeals ; here stood 
his alma mater, Baylor University, rich with recent memories and 
prophetic of a splendid future. With what high purpose, and with 
what modesty and strength he assumed the responsibility, January 
1, 1915, — all this carries us quite beyond the limits of this sketch. 
Now for more than a year he has been pastor of this church and 
with moral earnestness and personal power has filled its pulpit. 
He is a growing preacher. He stirs the people with new hopes 
and a new richness in the gospel message. Truths fling their 
arms out of old texts and take hold on new empires. 

What is the secret of his success? First of all, he is a man, 
earnest, conscientious, determined. He works; he thinks; lie 
reads; he sees; he lives with his eyes open, and he links religion on 
to life — ^the whole of it. He has religion; he is honest; you can 
tie to him; he has staying qualities; he loves culture and keeps 
open house to truth. He is loyal to his task. He is not afraid. 
He is gifted with that superb courage which Jesus and the apostles 
called faith. The people like him. He has the capacity for 
friendship. 

He is a good pastor. He has the shepherd heart, and his feet 
find the way to the needs of the people. He knows that religion 
is life on its missions of mercy. 

His work is not limited to his church. He is a good denomina- 
tional man, serving as a member of the Executive Board of the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas, the Board of Trustees of 
Baylor College, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, the 
Baptist Standard, and is Chairman of the Central Texas Sanita- 
rium Board. 

Besides his work as preacher, and general denominational leader, 
he holds frequent evangelistic meetings in churches and colleges. 

Best of all, his wife, beautiful and popular, a wise and eflScient 
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helper in church ftnd denominatioiial vork, is vithal a true home- 
maker; and four children — Alice, Leighton Brooks, Joseph Tux- 
ner, and Balph Matthew — ^bring into the home those humanizing 
elements that all the world stands in need of. 

He is a growing man, pastor of a growing church, in a growing 
college community, with foregleams of a history not yet written — 
a promise, a prophecy. 



LEMUEL ORAH DAWSON. 




Lemuel Orah Dawson, pastor of the 
First Baptist church of Tuscalooija, 
Alabama, is easil; one of the strongest 
preachers in the Baptist denomination. 
His services to the world cannot be orer- 
estimated, and the beauty of it all is he 
never seems to feel that he is doing any- 
thing out of the ordinary or more than 
his everyday duty. Those who know 
him best realize that sacrifice is never 
cotmted when he feels that there is work 
to be done for his chnrch, for tiie com- 
munity in which he lives, or for an in- 
dividnal whom he thinks he can serve. 

Dr. Dawson is a native of Alabama, bom April S4th, 1865. 
He was reared on a farm in Chambers county and is a man in 
the prime of full manhood. His father was Andrew Jackson Daw- 
son and his mother, Marie Antoinette Bailey. He entered Uie 
ministry at eighteen years of age and thus consecrated the great 
pari; of his life to God's work. He is an A. B. graduate of Howard 
College, taking his degree in 1886, standing near the head of his 
class and holding the rank of Senior Captain, under the presi- 
dency of that sterling educator. Colonel J. T. Morfee. He is a 
full graduate of the class of 1889, and a post graduate in 1890, of 
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the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary at Lonisyille^ Ken- 
tacky^ and has traveled and studied in Europe and elsewhere since 
leaving Louisville. He is, therefore, a man of broad education and 
is a great intellectual force as well as a spiritual leader. 

He was pastor of a country church, Mt Vernon, Woodford 
coimty, Kentucky, for four years, two of which were during his 
stay at the Seminary. His present charge, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, is 
his second pastorate. He saw Tuscaloosa first the day he came to 
assume his duties as pastor and was little more than a boy at the 
time. The Tuscaloosa church at that time had 890 members. 
Under his care it has had three independent churches formed out 
of its membership and has now 1,150 members, with five preach- 
ing stations in this (1916), the twenty-fourth year of his pastor- 
ate. During these years he has taken a mighty grip on the lives 
of Tuscaloosa people and, through the students who have thronged 
his church, has come in close touch with all Alabama. There is 
hardly a hamlet in the State where he is not known and loved. 

He has served as president, trustee, and president of the Board 
of Trustees of Central College, without any compensation what- 
ever, and all who know anything of the college's history realize his 
great worth to that institution for the education of young women. 
He was a trustee of Howard College for years, and is now a mem- 
ber of the board of the great Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. 
He has been a member of various committees and boards of the 
Tuscaloosa County Association (whose sessions he never misses), 
of the Alabama State Convention and of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention. Always interested in education, he has been a friend of 
the University of Alabama and its faculty and student body 
throughout his pastorate in Tuscaloosa. 

He was one of the founders, and for ten years president, of the 
Baptist Young People^s Union of the South. He has a particu- 
larly sympathetic feeling for young people and great power over 
them, and is at home among them as they are with him. He is 
a public-spirited man to a remarkable degree and is a member of 
the Tuscaloosa Board of Trade and of various committees for the 
betterment of the city. He is a keen student of public affairs, and 
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few men are better posted on the progress of the world, or the 
afihirs of nations than he. Deeply interested in politics and lov- 
ing the political game, he never plays it. He knows politicians 
and is interested in what they do, bnt never is a partisan himself. 
He ministers to a large church in whose membership are many 
shades of political feeling, but no matter how sharp the dash of 
partisans, all sides feel that they have a particular friend in him. 

His services for the cause of temperance in Alabama and in 
Tuscaloosa can never be written and many a time he has worked 
hard for the cause against great odds when the helpers were few — 
worked and won. 

He has always been ready to help sister churches and has done 
evangelistic work and rendered other valuable services to churches 
and institutions all over the country. He has to refuse every year 
numbers of invitations for special addresses, commencement ser- 
mons, and evangelistic meetings. He has been offered the presi- 
dency of several colleges and the secretaryship of several boards of 
education and missions and the pastorates of more than a score of 
the leading churches in this country with salaries ranging from 
fifty to four hundred per cent, greater than he was receiving in 
Tuscaloosa. 

Naturally, Dr. Dawson is proud and ambitious, but he crucified 
it all when he entered the ministry. Neither prominence of posi- 
tion nor size of salary has made any appeal to him. ^'I would 
rather make my place known than have my place make me known*' 
is the measure of his ambition, if he has anything of the sort left 
in him at all. 

As a student. Dr. Dawson keeps up with the trend of modem 
thought, but does not preach it. He believes the root of all evil to 
be the fatal disposition of the human soul to take its own way 
when its will crosses God's, — that all human woes follow this self- 
oentered principle and that the only possible cure for it is the cross 
of Christ. All his preaching centers aroimd this one theme, and 
for twenty-four years great crowds of Alabama's most cultured peo- 
ple have waited on his ministry to hear him tell the wonderful story 
of ''Jesus and his Love," and with them have come the poor and 
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ignorant who hear him with unspeakable joy. It has long been a 
saying that no person ever goes into the First Baptist church of 
Tuscaloosa, without finding out something about the way to God. 
His congregations have for years been the largest in Tuscaloosa 
and among the largest in Alabama. He has amazing directness 
of appeal that often gives his sermons a startling individual appli- 
cation, while salvation through Christ appears as something con- 
crete, dependable, and within the reach of every penitent sinner. 

His heart is one that overflows with love for mankind and he is 
therefore an ideal pastor. He knows how to go into the homes of 
the rich and associate with the great of the earth, and is equally 
at ease with the lowly and down-trodden. He loves his people and 
is a real shepherd to the flock. His devotion to them and their 
interests makes him more than preacher and spiritual adviser. He 
is their friend, to whom they go for coimsel and advice about 
everything that touches their lives, whether it be in realms spirit- 
ual or secular. 

His services to the church in Tuscaloosa can never be told this 
side of heaven. It has grown wonderfully in a material way and 
in spiritual strength under his loving shepherding and his long 
service has endeared him more and more to his people. Indeed, 
he might be said to be Tuscaloosa's pastor, for he is called upon to 
serve many people of all beliefs, and is ready to do anything for 
any person who needs him at any time. He takes pride in the 
title of "assistant pastor" given him by the Negro Baptist church 
in his city, and has been called "Tuscaloosa's greatest asset.'* 

It is a delightful thing to know the man. Personally, he is a 
ray of sunshine when days are dark for his people. Always op- 
timistic, he is affable and agreeable in manner, has a broad sense 
of humor, a ready wit and a wonderful fund of general informa- 
tion. He believes things can be accomplished and goes at any sort 
of undertaking without regard to its difficulties and brings things 
to pass. He has done this so often that his congregation no 
longer doubts when he annoimces a great project. They know 
that his judgment can be relied upon and they follow where he 
leads with great willingness and always with pleasure. 
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He is a pover in the pulpit and in the walks of everyday life, 
and as the days go by the bonds of affection and esteem grow 
stronger between this lovable and loving man of God and the peo- 
ple. Baptist and otherwise, whom he serres so devotedly and on- 
selfishly. 

No sketch of this basy life would be complete without mention 
of UisB Margaret Samuel Lewis whom he married on October 
30th, 1890, at Marion, Alabama. Learning her letters in Judson 
College, never attending any other school, and graduating there 
with its full degree, she represents the best of an institution which 
itself represents what is best in Southern civilization and cultnie. 
These two, who are one, have devoted their conunon life and lot to 
the Master in self-forgetful service, and the world is better and 
happier because they live and work. 



CHABLES GAULDEN DILWORTH. 

Rev. Charles Qaulden Dilworth was 
bom in Monticello, Jefferson county, 
Florida, September 25, 18GB. He is a 
descendant on his father's side of Captain 
John Dilworth, of King George's navy of 
the Revolutionary period. On his motti- 
er*8 side he is a descendant of Rev, Jona- 
than Gaulden, of Okapiico, Georgia. The 
members of his father's family were 
largely Episcopalian, with no preachers 
among them. On hia mother's aide 
there is a succession of preachers. His 
grandfather was Rev. Jonathan Gaul- 
den, his uncle, Rev. Charles Scriven Gauldeu, and his first cousin. 
Rev. W. T. Gaulden. The Gaulden family is one of the most dia- 
tingoifihed in Georgia. The maternal line of Mr. JDilworth's fami- 
ly has been unbrokenly Baptist. 
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There is a gap in the early life of Mr. Dilworth, on acoonnt of 
which he has often felt that the blessings of a religions heredity 
were somewhat diminished, and by which he has been deprived of 
certain advantages so valuable in early life. At the tender age 
of four years his father passed away^ and a year later he lost his 
beloved mother. But God fulfilled one of his promises to be the 
father to the fatherless in his case. 

In his early life, strange to ^ay, no one called his attention to 
the matter of personal religion, though he was deeply sensitive of 
religious impressions. In the midst of his waywardness and moral 
delinquency God showed his mercy to the youth just coming into 
manhood. On a Sunday afternoon he was the recipient of a tract 
sent to him by a maiden lady of his home town. That night in 
the Methodist church, though no series of meetings was in progress, 
in responding to an invitation for prayer he was happily con- 
verted. And thus a life otherwise worthless and bent on ruin was 
saved for the purposes of (Jod and his Christ. This act of the 
maiden lady and the prayers of a devoted sister that ever ascended 
to the throne of grace were "slanting stones'* that turned **the 
slender stream of his life from evening's ocean to the peaceful 
sea." This most momentous event in his life occurred on Sunday 
night, May 27, 1883. On the following Sunday, June 3, 1883, he 
was received as a candidate for baptism upon a profession of his 
faith by the Baptist church at Monticello, Florida, and was bap- 
tized on the afternoon of that day. 

Shortly after his baptism he surrendered to God's call to enter 
the gospel ministry. Having made known to the church his in- 
tention to preach the gospel, it licensed him to preach on Septem- 
ber 6, 1883. Feeling the need of preparation for his life's work, 
he entered the Freshman class of Mercer University in September, 
1883. He continued his studies in Mercer until 1887, graduating 
with the A. B. degree. He proved to be a diligent and apt stu- 
dent. During his entire college course he never received a mark 
below ninety-seven. During this period he was financially sus- 
tained with the remnant of hid patrimony, from the ministerial 
fund of Florida Baptists, and also by the benefaction of that prince 
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among men, C. B. WiUingham, of Macon, Georgia. While Ur. 
Dilworth ms a student at Mercer TTniTersitj, the Second Baptist 
dmrch, of Macon, requested hia ordination at the hands of the 
Eastman Baptist chnrch, of Eastman, Georgia, near which place 
he iras engaged in gospel work. His ordination took place on Sep- 
tember 8, 1886. Dr. E. V. Baldy, of Hartsville, Sonth Carolina, 
preached the ordination sermon. 

Realizing the need of more thorough preparation, Mr. Dilworth 
entered Bochester Theological Seminary, Rochester, New York, 
the same year of his graduation from Mercer University. He con- 
tinued his studies at Rochester until he became a full graduate in 
the year 1890. During these years of preparation he was per- 
mitted to sit at the feet of such teachers as Battle, Brantly, Willett, 
Steed, Sanford, and RyaU, of Mercer University. In his Semi- 
nary training he had the privilege of being under the tutorship of 
Strong, Stevens, True, Pattison, and Osgood. Under such dis- 
tinguished teachers and Echolars, Mr. Dilworth became possessed 
of a catholicity hardly otherwise obtainable, but at the cost of be- 
ing forevennore dominated by the lives of his great teachers. They 
vers teachers, the peer of any in all the land. 

Mr, Dilworth has had a broad range of experience in the pastor- 
ate, and of observation in the affairs of his domonination. Since 
his graduation from the Seminary he has held a goodly number 
of pastorates, both in the North and in the South. Among these, 
Ehinebeek, 1890-1894; Painted Post, New York, 189i-1898; 
Athens, Pennsylvania, 1898-1899; Tifton. Georgia, 1898-1904; 
Curtis church, Augusta, 1904-1908. At this point there was a 
break in his ministry of four years, 1909-191S, in which he en- 
gaged in secular pursuits. In the year 1913 he accepted a call to 
Quanah, Texas. In October of the same year he became pastor 
at Ladonia, Texas, which he held to March 1, 1916, resigning that 
church to accept a call to Commerce, Texas. In all his pastorates 
l.-e was greatly blessed in his labors. The places of his ministry 
have been far and wide, but he has been the recipient of many evi- 
dences of divine favor. 

Shortly after leaving the seminary, Mr. Dilworth was married 
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to Miss Cora Hyatt^ of Bochester^ New York, who through the 
years has been nnfailing in all gentleness and helpfolness in all 
the matters that belong to a pastor's life. From this union there 
came four children, all of whom have reached their majority. In 
the order of their ages they are : Mrs. Charles H. Gk>odrich, Jack- 
sonville, Florida; Miss Lula P. Dilworth, E. N., Commerce, Texas; 
Mr. James A. B. Dilworth, Hobart, Oklahoma, and Miss Maud 
Dilworth, Augusta, Georgia. The three girls and one son occupy 
important positions and enjoy the respect and confidence of the 
people of the communities in which they live, which disproves the 
slander of Satan that "ministers* children come to no good end." 
Though at the meridian of life, Mr. Dilworth is soimd in wind 
and limb, and though the years are speeding away, he would not 
detain them as they fly. Knowing nothing of ''a good-old-time/* 
but believing that the best is yet to be, he can fittingly sing any 
hour, and because of his Christian faith in a more glorious note, 
with Browning, the poet of optimism: 

"Grow old along with me ! 

The best is yet to be. 

The last of life, for which the first was made: 

Our times are in his hand 

Who saith, 'A whole I planned. 

Youth shows but half ; Trust Grod, see all. 

Nor be afraid.* " 
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JESSE MEKCEE DODD. 

Jesse Mercer Dodd, pastor of the 
First Baptist church, of Carroll toii> 
Georgia, was bom in Campbell county^ 
Georgia, July the 19th, 1874. The first 
sixteen years of his life were spent od 
his father's farm near old Bethsaids 
church. During this time he had the 
educational and religious advantages of 
a rural Baptist community and laid the 
foundation, physical, mental, and spirit- 
ual, of a successful career. 

Thomas Edward Dodd, the father of 
Jesse Mercer, is the son of one of Geor- 
gia's old-time Baptist preachers, and is himself a Baptist deacon. 
Bev. John S. Dodd, the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, 
was a prominent figure in the Georgia Baptist ministry during the 
latter part of the nineteenth century and was for fifty years pas- 
tor of Bethsoida church. The advantages of being reared in the 
shadow of this famous old church and in a community in which 
members of his family had wielded an influence for good for more 
than half a century are not to be underestimated. 

After attending the rural schools until he was sixteen years old 
young Dodd entered Fairbum High School in 1890, graduated 
from the same in 1893, and immediately entered Mercer Univer- 
sity, from which institution he took the degree of A. B. in 1894. 
Having joined Bethsaida church in 1887, he was ordained to the 
Baptist ministry in Tattnall Square church, in Macon, Georgia, 
about the time of his graduation in 1894. Bevs. A. B. Campbell, 
J. C. Solomon, E. J. Coates, C. A. Turner, and E. B. Carroll were 
the presbytery. 

The first pastorate held by this young preacher was Flat Creek 
church, in Fayette county, 1895. The next was Antioch church, 
in the same county, of which his grandfather had, at one time, 
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been ptstor for twenty-one yean. This pastorate extended from 
1896 to 1898. All of his pastorates ha^e been in Georgia and the 
following, with the ones already mentioned, complete the list: 
East Point 1896-1898; North Eirkwood 1899; Blue Bidge 1900- 
1908; Shiloh, Walker county, 1902-1904; LaPayette 1902-1907; 
Chickamauga 1902-1904; Trion 1904-1906; Pelham 1907-1909; 
Carrollt^>n 1909 to date. 

Betwffon 1896 and 1900 Mr. Dodd took a three years' course in 
the Sonthom Baptint Theological Seminary and received the de- 
gree of Th. M. from that institution in 1900. In Angnst of that 
year he accepted the church at Blue Bidge and soon met Miss Effie 
M. Cooke, of Thomasville, Georgia, who was teaching music in 
Blue Bidge, and they were married in 1901. To them one child 
has been born, Edward Benton Dodd, November the 7th, 1902. 

After spending Bcvcral years in extreme North Georgia, at Blue 
Bidge and LaFayette, Mr. Dodd went to Pelham, in the extreme 
Bouthorn part of the State, for a two years' pastorate. From 
Pelham he went to CarroUton in middle Georgia, where he has 
now been pastor nearly seven years. 

It is hard to estimate the influence of a good life, especially upon 
one's poRtority. The influence of the grandfather is going on now 
in the livos of the hundreds who came under the influence of his 
miniHtry, and particularly in the lives of the three of his grand- 
sons who arc ministers, for Jesse Mercer has two brothers, F. J. 
and BufuR, who arc also Baptist preachers. 

Prom youth Mr. Dodd has been a student. A close observer, a 
wide reader, a careful thinker, his influence has increased from 
year to yoar. He has not made the mistake of allowing his study 
to kwp him from maintaining close relations with the people 
around him. Ho is both a student and a good mixer. While 
giving a largo part of his time to the usual work of a minister he 
also takes an interest in many other phases of development. A 
leader in Chautauqua work, always interested in the public schools, 
co-operating in Christian work with other denominations, devot- 
ing much time to the intensive cultivation of his own church, stim- 
ulating every phase of the activity of the local church, he is al- 
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ways intereeted in the larger field of chorch activity. He has 
aerred as moderator and clerk of the Carrollton Association and 
as a member of the Mission Board of the Georgia Baptist Cos- 
rentioD. 

Modesty, always a gentleman, an ntter absence of any effort to 
attract attention or to make a show are striking characteristics of 
the man. He never seeks place and never does anything merely to 
advertise himself. Many men of less ability are filling the pnlpits 
of more prominent and wealthier churches. He fills fnll his place 
and seeks no higher place. He is a great believer in the theory 
that a minister should do well the work he finds to do and not 
spend his time seeking to advertise to the world his great abilities 
and wonderful accomplishments. He never seeks a call, and yet 
Dr. John F. Purser said of him two or three years ago: "If I 
were called upon to name the most successful pastor that I know 
within the territory of the Southern Baptist Convention, I would 
unhesitatingly name Jesse M. Dodd, of Carrollton, Georgia." 

Whether the general opinion that ministers are usually more 
one-sided in their development than other men is true or not it 
may be said that few men have so wide a range of sympathies and 
BO well-balanced opinions as the subject of this sketch. He is 
aggressive, but not radical ; enthusiastic, but not one-sided ; he has 
convictions, but is not dogmatic. 

Some preachers are much given to repetition. ITo matter what 
their subject is they preach practically the same sermon. Those 
who have heard Mr. Dodd preach two or three sermons a week for 
seven years have not heard him preach the same sermon twice. 
There are not many preachers to whom one can listen so con- 
stantly for so long a time and get something fresh, interesting and 
edifying from each discourse. Mr. Dodd's sermons are full of 
meat, are logical, have elegance of diction, and are delivered with 
force and effect 

This pastor does not neglect the social side of church life. He 
is frequently a guest at mealtime in the homes of his members and 
is always a charming leader in conversation. He does not believe 
in long-faced religion but is an apostle of good cheer. Neat, but 
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not OBteotatious in drees, elegant and simple in manners, he ia a 
favorite at all social meetings of the chnrdi and commnnity. 

One of tiie most trying times, as well as one of the greatest 
opportonities that comes to & preacher, is when death comee into 
the homes of those in his church community. Oifted ie the man, 
indeed, who can say and do the right thing at such times. It has 
been said time and again that Mj. Dodd extends more sympathy 
and gives more consolation in a fnneral prayer than most men do 
in a funeral sermon. 

Still young in years, only 42, strong in body, trained in mind, 
ripe in experience, possessed of tendemese and richnees of heart, 
with a great life's work already done, with real succeas already at- 
tained, everjthing in this man's life points to many years of yet 
greater usefulness in the future. 



WILLIAM HAMILTON DOWLING. 



Among the early settiers of Sontb 
Carolina was Bobert DowUng, of Dar- 
Ungtou district, who was a soldier of 
the American Bevolutaon. James T. 
DowUng was his honored descendant 
and the father of the subject of this 
sketch. 

Rev, W, H. Cowling, of Hampton, 
Soatb Carolina, was bom near the same 
community in which he now resides, on 
the 4th day of August, 1842. In 1868 
he made a profession of faith in Christ 
and was baptized by Rev. John M. 
Hoover. In July of the nest year, 1859, he taught school in the 
Bethel community of Barnwell county, where be manifested much 
zeal for the educational, social, moral, and religious uplift of the 
entire community. Mrs. Clara Johnson Hitt, author of the "His- 
tory of the Barnwell Baptist Association," referring to the years 
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1860-61^ names W. H. Dowling as the only suryiving del^ate 
that attended that association in 1860, and the only surviving 
charter member of the Barnwell Baptist Sunday School Conven- 
tion, organized in May, 1861. 

In November, 1861, Mr. Dowling joined the Confederate army 
and served under Butler and Hampton until the surrender in 
1866. He participated in twenty-five of the great battles of Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina, in which he distinguished himself as a 
brave Confederate soldier and Christian gentleman. General U. 
B. Brooks, in his history, 'Sutler and his Cavalry,'* places Mr. 
Bowling's photo in the center of a cluster of the bravest of the 
brave. Mr. Zimmerman Davis, colonel of the Fifth South Caro- 
lina Cavalry Regiment, sent him a cross of honor from the Charles- 
ton Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy, and in 
requesting him to wear it, said: "None deserves it more than 
you; you were loyal to the banners of the Confederacy, and loyal 
to the cross of Christ.*' Judge Robert Aldrich said of him: 'TE 
have seen him upon the battle fields and in the dusty marches of 
Virginia, and I have never seen him since but always in the path 
of duty." 

Mr. Dowling's piety and Christian character were such that his 
company and regiment never had any other chaplain. Under his 
influence a large number of his company was converted and bap- 
tized, especially while encamped in North Carolina. OflBcers and 
men attended his prayer-meetings and other services, and he was 
honored, loved, and esteemed by them all. General Butler referred 
to him tenderly on his d)ring bed, and General Hampton esteemed 
him highly. 

When the war was over, Mr. Dowling felt that he had been 
spared for a holy warfare, in which he would not lose the victory. 
The country had been laid waste by Sherman's army, and the 
churches were unable to pay pastors living salaries. Somebody 
had to preach, and Mr. Dowling, with burning zeal for the salva- 
tion of souls, and prompted by the Holy Spirit, consecrated him- 
self to the work and was ordained by a presbytery composed of 
J. M. Hoover, M. B. Boynton, and W. H. Shuman. With him a 
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soul was a soul, and fhe first year after his ordination he bap- 
tized one hundred and thirteen converts. His first pastorates 
were at Mt Pleasant^ Steep Bottom, St John% Bethel, Allen's 
Chapel, Canaan, Seven Pines, and Bethesda. In connection with 
these pastorates he visited many destitute places, sometimes on 
foot, where he conducted meetings and held the country for the 
Baptists. 

On account of the impoverished condition of the country as a 
result of the war, ministerial support was very meager. Mr. 
Dowling, therefore, taught school for a living. He maintained a 
Bible and catechetical department in every school he taught, and 
he baptized many of his pupils, and some of them became distin- 
guished in both church and State. In the early seventies he ac- 
cepted calls and served the churches at Peniel, Doctor's Creek, 
Smoakp, Antioch, and Edisto. At each of these places many souls 
were saved and baptized. 

In 1878 he moved back to his old Hampton county home, and 
since then has served twenty-seven churches in the Savannah River 
A.«.sociation. During this period he has baptized many hundreds 
of converts. At the present time he is pastor at Black Swamp, 
Sniuly Run, Dry Swamp, and Mill Grove churches, and is the 
faitliful clerk of his association. Mr. Dowling, in connection with 
his long and faithful ministry, has served his county two terms as 
Superintendent of Education, and two terms as Probate Judge. 
In accepting these positions he felt that it would not injure, but 
ffttlier woulfl be helpful to him in his ministry. These posi- 
tions put him in touch with the young, and in a sense made him 
the pruardian of the interests of widows and orphans. In both 
offices Mr. Dowling demonstrated his faithfulness and efficiency as 
a public official. Later he was a member of the Board of Educa- 
tion of his county for many years, and as president of the Anti- 
Saloon League he led his county to prohibition victory. Mr. 
Dowling has not been without honors in his denomination. He 
was president of the Barnwell Sunday School Convention for four 
years, and he has served the Savannah River Convention, which he 
organized in 1878, for more than twenty consecutive years. 
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Few if any liviiig ministerB have married as maiiy couples, 
preached as many funerals, written as many obituaries, organized 
churches, built houses of worship, and baptized as many persona 
as has Bev. W. H. Dowling. From hia youth he has been con- 
sidered a model in morals. He has never been intoxicated, never 
used tobacco in any form, never dauced a set, never engaged in 
gambling even to the amount of one cent, and does not know one 
card from another. As a Baptist he is sound in the faith, and 
though aeveuty-four years of age, he still loves to tell the old, old 
story of Jesus and his love. 

In bis young manhood be was united in marriags to Miss Clara 
Louisa Buth, a daughter of Hon. A. M . Buth, a distinguished citi- 
zen of old St. Peter's Parish, of old Beaufort district, South Caro- 
lina, a man of the old Carolina type of the ante>bellum days. This 
union has been fruitful in many ways. His wife has proven a 
helpmeet to him indeed in all his work. Their home has been 
blessed with eleven children, three of whom have passed avray. 
The eight surviving children are all members of Baptist churches 
and occu|^ positions of honor and trust. W. H., Jr., is sheriff of 
Duval county, Jacksonville, Florida; D. B. holds a position with 
the National Exchange Bank, Augusta, Georgia; O. G. is engaged 
in the insurance and real estate business in Greenwood, South 
Carolina ; J. F. is in the railroad business at Taylors, South Caro- 
lina; and Harry is with the United States army. Hia daughters 
are Mrs. W. H. Turner, of Atlanta, Georgia; Mrs. Charles D. West, 
of Greenville, South Carolina, and Mrs. Edward Crouch, of Ala- 
bama, three most excellent Christian women and active workers in 
Baptist churches. Besides their children, there is a galaxy of 
bright and promising grandchildren devoted to their venerable 
grandparents. 

Bev. W. H. Dowling is the efficient clerk of the Savannah Biver 
Association, a position which he has held for fifteen years. He 
still does some work for the State Mission Board of South Caro- 
lina, and 18 a contributor to the papers, both secular and religious. 
Few men who suffered privations in material things and education 
on account of the ravages of the Civil War have made a nobler 
record for their country and for their denomination. 
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THEKON EAEL ELGIN. 

Eev. Theron Earl Elgin, President of 
Mary F. Willingh&m Indostrial Sdiool 
for Girls, vaa bom in Honea Path, 
Anderson county, Sonth Carolina, Au- 
gust Snd, 1876. Through his father, 
Matthew Thompson Elgin, his ancestry 
is traced back to the Elgins of Scotland, 
among whom are found many illustrious 
names. His mother, Malvina Jose- 
phine Cox, is of English descent. 

His boyhood days were spent with his 
three brothers and three sisters on his 
father's farm near Honea Path. He at- 
tended the Honea Path school, walking or riding the distance of 
three miles each night and morning. After completing his first 
year in the High School, he began teaching in the country schools 
of Anderson and Abbeville coiintieB, South Carolina. The re- 
mainder of his High School course was alternated with teaching. 

At the age of sixteen, while attending an "Arithmetic School" 
six miles from home, which distance he covered daily on a mule, 
he united with the Broadmouth Baptist church during a reviTol 
meeting, having been converted a few weeks earlier. He immedi- 
ately transferred his membership to the Honea Path Baptist 
church, — the church of his childhood. Becoming a leader in the 
religious work of his community, he gradually realized that his 
life was being set apart for some special Christian work and, while 
still a High School student, he surrendered to the call to preach. 

Endorsed as a ministerial student by his home diorch, he en- 
tered Furman University. At the close of his freshman year, his 
home church licensed him to preach and, during his remaining 
college years, he frequently filled appointments in neighboring 
churches. He later took courses at the Southern Baptist Theolog- 
ical Seminary and the University of Tennessee and had conferred 
upon him the master of arts degree. 
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The scene of his labors shifted to South Q«orgia when he be- 
came principal of the High School of Channcej, Qeorgia, which 
positioD he held for two years, resigning it to enter actively upon 
his ministerial work at the same place, iir, Elgin was ordained 
by the Chaimcey Baptist church and served as pastor of this and 
neighboring churches for two years. 

He then entered the pastorate of the Western Heights Baptist 
church, an arm of the First Baptist church, of Atlanta, Georgia. 
A marked feature of his work here was the great activity among the 
joung people of the church. 

From Atlanta, Mr, Elgin went to Dahlonega, Georgia, where he 
was pastor of the Dahlonega Baptist church for nearly three years. 
This quiet college town, the seat of the ItTorth Georgia Agricultural 
College, which is a Department of the University of Georgia, fur- 
nished for him a period devoted to extensive study and research 
work, where the exhilarating climat« improved his body while the 
grand mountainous scenery gave him mental and spiritual inspira- 
tion. The work among the cadets of the college proved a respon- 
sive field for Christian endeavor and his association with the mem- 
bers of the faculty gave him a mental stimulus. 

He resigned the Dahlonega pastorate to accept the Ferry, Flor- 
ida, Baptist church and held this work for two and one-half years. 
Hie work here met with remarkable success. This live, growing 
town responded enthusiastically to his efforts. During the first 
year, one hundred were added to the church and, before he left, 
the membership bad been doubled, contributions growing in like 
proportions. 

All during the beat of his arduous campaigns in Florida, the 
memory of the days spent in the mountains of North Georgia 
lingered with him and, when the call came to the presidency of 
Blairsville Collegiate Institute, at Blairsville, Union county, Qeor- 
gia — just over the mountains, thirty-five miles from Dahlonega, 
— it proved irresistible. He came to Blairsville and remained 
president of this school for three years. This is one of our Moun- 
tain Mission Schools, maintained by the Home and State Mission 
Boards, and is also a member of the Mercer System of Affiliated 
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Schools. Mr. Elgin also served as the Notla Biver Associational 
Evangelist during that time. Although the Blairsville school, 
which was founded in 1906, had made a splendid beginning and 
had proven beyond question the importance and necessity of its 
being, yet it was still found necessary to do much work on the 
buildings and grounds to put them in a better condition for use- 
fulness. New texts were introduced, the religious, literary, and 
athletic departments more thoroughly organized, a teacher of 
Home Economics secured for the school and county, a Teachers' 
Association organized, and the school made more of an educational 
center for improved conditions throughout the county. 

WTien, in the Spring of 1916, Mr. Elgin was elected to the presi- 
dency of Mary P. AYillingham Industrial School for Girls, — ^the 
school built by the (Georgia Baptist Woman's Missionary Union, 
on the Assembly Grounds at Blue Ridge, (Jeorgia, twenty-six 
miles from Blairsville, — ^he resigned the Blairsville school to enter 
this field, led on by a conviction of the greater opportunities for 
Christian service which this school, with its State-wide appeal, 
presented. He has entered upon this work with his characteristic 
energy and enthusiasm, co-operating with the founders of the in- 
stitution in their endeavors to incorporate into the school, all that 
is best for the educational development of those who shall come for 
training. Each step in his life work has helped to prepare him 
for just such tasks as lie before him. 

Throughout his career, Mr. Elgin has never been content to per- 
form only the necessar}' tasks but, at all times, has striven to keep 
abreast with the best ideals presented in modem intellectual and 
spiritual developments. Being a hard student, he has devoted 
much time to such studies as Psycholog}', International Relations, 
and questions of American Diplomacy. He has also made thor- 
ough investigations concerning the modern trend in educational 
matters, with special reference to the introduction of industrial 
features. He has attended regularly the Baptist Conventions, 
Bible Conferences, Chautauquas, and Summer Schools. 

Mr. Elgin has, in his public career, derived much help and in- 
spiration from the sympathetic interest with which his wife has 
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entered into all departments of hia work and study. In the 
Spring of 1906, shortly after entering upon his pastoral duties, he 
vtaa married to Frances Marie Tunison, of Whitehall, Illinois, who 
was a member of the faculty of William Woods College, of Mis- 
souri. Besides engaging very actively in his church and school 
work, she has been of great assistance to him in his office, acting 
ab his secretary and often spending much time over his studies 
with him. Being a thoroughly trained artist, she has been able 
to render some tinancial assistance by continuing in the work of 
painting and teaching art, — a work in which she takes such keen 
^delight. Although their lives arc saddened by the loss of a son of 
much promise, their two bright little girls are a source of much 
joy to them. 

It is with a spirit of reverence that this consecrated couple enter 
upon their new work. The good women of Georgia, who have so 
generously and nobly builded this magnificent school, will con- 
tinue in untiring devotion to the work thus begun and will un- 
ceasingly uphold the hands of the man tlicy have placed at the 
head of their institution. 
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WILLIAM EMMET FAER. 

In a little log cabin, six miles east of 
Holly Springs, Mississippi, was born the 
subject of this sketch, on January 29, 
1879. He was the fourth child in a 
family of twelve; there being nine sons 
and three daughters, the offsprings of 
worthy parents, James T. and Lucy Har- 
rell Farr. 

When W. E. Farr was quite a small 
boy his parents moved to Meridian, Mis- 
I sissippi. Here at the age of thirteen he 
began as a newsboy for the Meridian 
Herald Company. So faithful was he 
to his work, that by the time be was twenty, he was made manager 
of the company. All his earnings, save those needed for actual 
living expenses, were carofully hariwred each year; for he had 
early piir|>osi'd in his heart what his life work must be. 

In September, IIIOO, he entered the Junior Preparatory Departs 
ment of Mississippi College. For st.t years he remained there, 
making; his mark as a student, and at the same time meeting un- 
aided all his expenses. Ho has the distinction of having won in 
oratory the Sophomore and Junior medals. For two sessions he 
was a member of the College Magazine Staff. During hia Senior 
year he was anniversarian for the Theological Society. In 1903 
he was ordained as a preacher of the gospel. 

Having graduated from Mississippi College, in 1907, ho entered 
the Southern Baptist Theological Semniar\ in September, 1908. 
In June, 1909, he had completed fi^e brnncbci of the work. 

While a student in Mississippi College he was pastor of the 
churches in Reganton and Oakley. In 1(.« than a \ear he had 
new houses of worship in both place" Indeed church building 
seems to be a specialt;i- of his; for he has the distinction of having 
built more churches than any man of his age in Mississippi. His 
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last effort in this line was the church building in Columbia, Mia- 
siBsippi. This house of worship waa erected at a coet of $22,000.00. 
Here he held the pastorate for four years, and there were added 
to the church during that time over four hundred souls. This 
pastorate he resigned in 1916 at the request of the Missiasippi Bap- 
tist Education Commission, to enter upon the duties of Field Secre- 
tary of this Commission for the purpose of raising $100,000.00 for 
the two Baptist colleges recently acquired by the denomination. 
Before he had quite completed this great task, he vas called as pas- 
tor of the church at Blue Mountain, one of the strongest churches 
in Miseissippi. He entered upon this work N^ovember 1, 1916, at 
the close of his duties with the Education Commission. 

Dr. Farr was married, while a student in Mississippi College, to 
Miss Cynthia Brister, April, 1906. She entered Hillman College 
and graduated at the same time and on the same platform with 
her husband. May, 1907. He received the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity in May, 1915, the same having been conferred by the 
Baptist Woman's College, Hattieeburg, Mississippi. 

The charming family of Dr. and Mrs. Parr consists of three 
sons and one daughter. 

For over thirteen years of active ministry Dr. Farr has never 
taken a week's vacation, and has never been a day without a pas- 
torate, save the time given to the Education Commission. Among 
many pleasing phases of his personality is one rather unique : He 
never forgets a name or a face. During his first four years in 
college he knew every student by name and initial. Since he hag 
not yet attained his fortieth year, and may be considered on the 
sunny side of life's prime, a larger field of usefulness and greater 
attainments are predicted for him. 
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WILLIAM HOWABD FATTST. 

It vas on a fann near Lexington, 
Oglethorpe county, Georgia, that, on 
April 20th, 1881, William Howard 
FaoBt began a life that was destined un- 
der God to ripen into a fruitftd minis- 
try. His father, John P. Fanet, had 
married Miss Henrietta Hovard. For 
many generations the Fansts and Hoir- 
ards had been among the most promi- 
nent families in the Northeast section of 
the State, having gained wide notoriety 
for their Buccess financially, socially, and 
politically, but most of all for their stal- 
vart. Christian characters. From such a union it was but 
natural to expect children endowed with more than ordinary quali- 
ties of head and heart. These expectations were fully realized in 
young William. 

Prom early childhood Will Faust was taught the dignity of hard 
work. He was reared on a farm and there developed such a thor- 
ough and practical knowledge of farming that he was called to 
serve his county as president of the Farmers' Union and from 
that office to State Vice-President of the Union. 

With some people there is the idea that a boy from the country 
is more backward in his studies than the one from the city. Will 
Faust was a living refutation of that theory. He attended the 
public schools of his native county and early evinced qualities that 
proved him a student. He was ever in the front of his class and 
was regarded as a boy of unusual brightness by his instructors. 
After leaving the public schools of the county he studied at Meson 
Academy. For a number of terms he taught school in Oglethorpe 
county, in which work he was highly successful. 

Such were the qualities of Mr. Faust that had he devoted his 
talents to law, medicine, farming, or teaching be would have gone 
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quickly to the top ; but God had other plans for bis life. When a 
boy thirteen years of age he was genuinely converted and from 
tbe beginning of bis Christian career there was a conviction that 
his life muBt be devoted to tbe gospel ministry. To this end be 
consecrated every fibre of his being. On September l?th, 1903, 
he was ordained in old Bethany church, Oglethorpe county, to the 
ministry, with Reva. M. S. Weaver, P. W. Davis, W. M. Coile, and 
Walter Binns acting as presbytery. 

Determined to equip himself as far as possible for hie life's 
work, Mr, Fauat attended the Southern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary at Louisville, Kentucky, from which he graduated. Nor 
have his studies stopped since be left the seminary, as is shown 
by the fact that he was the first person in the Stete of Georgia to 
take the post-graduate work and secure the diploma offered by 
our Sunday School Board at Nashville. He is to-day one of the 
hardest studento in our Georgia ministry. 

The first work done by Mr. Faust after leaving the seminary 
was under the State Board of Maryland where be remained from 
1906 to 1909. As a missionary there be organized and reorgan- 
ized churches and was pastor of the churches at Deer Park, Loch 
Lynn, Thayerville, Westemport, and Elder Hill, ^Tiile pastor at 
Deer Park he met and married Miss Nell Thrasher and she haa 
proven a helpmeet indeed. Bright, cultured, and consecrated, she 
makes an ideal pastor's wife. Two little girls, Hilda and Ma- 
rietta, ages eight and five, respectively, brighten their home and 
hearts. 

Leaving Maryland, Mr. Faust returned to hia native State and 
for four or more yeara was pastor of some of the oldest and best 
known country churches in the Stete, having been pastor at Sandy 
Cross, Glade, Salem and Bethany churches, in Op:lethorpe county; 
Bowman and Antioch, in Elbert county; Carlton, in Madison coun-' 
ty; Enon, in Greene county, and Clarke's Station, in Wilkes coun- 
ty. When it is remembered that most of these churches had been 
served by such men as J. H. Kilpatrick, B. JI, Callaway, and John 
G. Gibson it is readily seen that to be called as their pastor is a 
distinct compliment to any man. They had been used to the beat 
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and dedied onlj the best. The calling of dik jomig pradier 
Faust to fill tbe pnlpits formerlT occii|ned br tibeee Tetcxmns of 
tbe cross was all the greater tribute to his diaracter and ability 
vhen it is borne in mind that ihej were located in the iminediatR 
oommnnitT in vhich he vas bom and reared. It was not a case of 
a prophet being without honor in his own conntiT. Mr. Faust 
made good as pastor of these churches. If anj &ult was to be 
found with his work it was the oranplaint of a few who lived in 
the past that he was too progresdTe. Faust wanted hia cfaurdies 
to be up to date in methods and vision and fought to keep them 
out of the ruts into which so manT of the older chnrdies falL 
He would not rest until he had the best SundaT-edKwlSy women's 
and young people's organizations in his churches that it was poa- 
sible to have. An illustration of his progressive and aggressive 
spirit is found in the Sandy Cross Baptist Young People's TTnicm, 
whidb was perhaps the first country Baptist Young People's Union 
in that section of the State, and certainly the first country Union 
in the entire State to reach the A 1 Standard of Excellence of our 
Sunday School Board for grading Unions. 

In the opinion expressed by many Mr. Faust was r^arded as 
an ideal country pastor and so great was the work he was doing in 
bringing his churches to the highest point of ^dency, showing the 
possibility of the country church when manned under God by pas- 
tors with a vision, that the announcement that he had accepted a 
call to the First Baptist church, of Winder, was received with a 
tinge of sorrow by many of his friends. They were conscious of 
its great opportunity and knew that Mr. Faust would do a great 
work in Winder; yet they had come to regard him almost as one 
sent of God to rescue country churches from the feeling that be- 
cause they were country churches they were not expected to really 
do very much for the kingdom at large or to do very much in the 
active development of the lives of the young Christians. How- 
ever, two years or more ago Mr. Faust began his work at Winder 
and his ministry has been graciously owned of God. Hia Sunday- 
school has come to be regarded as one of the best organized and 
most eflBcient in the State. His Baptist Young People's Union 
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has likewise reached a high state of efiGdency. Doubtless It is be- 
cause of his interest in and snccesa with young people that Mr. 
Faust was elected one of the State Vice-Presidents of the Qeorgia 
Baptist Young People's Union Convention the past year. 

Mr. Panst is a Baptist. He is rooted and grounded in the faith. 
He is a Missionary Baptist. He has a world-wide vision. He be- 
lieves in our Boards and in their methods of carrying on the work 
of .the kingdom. The Home Mission Board has appointed him its 
Tice-Preaident for the Appalachee Association. He believes in 
Christian Education. Every object fostered by our Convention 
finds in him an ardent champion. 

Mr. Fanst is truly a great preacher. He believca in the old 
Book and the old-fashioned doctrines. He is fearless in his loyally 
to Ood and denunciation of sin. His attractive personality drawi 
people to him, hie consecration inspires them, and his gospel saves 
them. His heart throbs with a passion for the lost. God haa 
signally blessed him in evangelistic meetings in the North and 
South. He is a pastor-evangeliet of the best type. 

Mr. Faust places the church as pre-eminent among the institu- 
tions on earth; yet he is a prominent Mason, Shriner, and Enight 
of Pythias. 

For a man so young in ye^rs Mr. Faust has already done a 
tremendooB work and with his capacity for study, enthuaiaani, 
vision, and consecration hia friends feel that the years that are be- 
fore him will declare him one of the really successful men in the 
Georgia Baptist ministry. 
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ELDBED JOHN F0BBE8TEE. 

Eldred John PorreBter, A. B., D. D., 

is widely known as an eminent and 
scholarly theologian and educator, a sac- 
cessful and greatly beloved pastor, an 
able writer and critic, a profound logi- 
cian, a constructiTe thinker and organ- 
izer, and a Christian gentleman. He 
was bom of distiognished parents in 
Beaufort District, South Carolina, No- 
vember 14, 18S3. His father, John 
James Forrester, was of Hngnenot an- 
cestry, and his mother, Letitia Jemi- 
mah Fitts, was of English ancestry. 
When Eldred was in his fourth year, his father died at the age 
of twen^-six, leaving his wife a widow, at the age of tven^-three, 
with four children. After about three years his mother was again 
married, and the estate left by his father, consisting of land, slaves, 
and gold, was distributed between the mother and her children 
by a commieeion appointed by the Superior Court — &e motiia' 
electing to take a child's part. The slaves were held in several^ 
and hired oat to support the children. The commission ordered 
the land sold for distribution. The stepfather purchased the 
land, and the administrator, the father's brother, invested the pro- 
ceeds in Confederate bonds, which, with the slaves, were lost by 
the issue of the war. 

From six to eleven, Eldred went to school to his mother's broth- 
er, who was a teacher and incapacitated for service in the army. 
At the age of eleven, Eldred went to work upon the farm with his 
stepfather, who returned at the close of the war, broken in health, 
and all means of support destroyed. 

From eleven to seventeen, he worked upon the farm and studied 
at night by the light of a pine-wood fire. He united with the 
Baptist church at Beech Branch, his home church, when fourteen. 
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and was ordaioed in this churcli at tveoty-three. May, 1877, by a 
presbytery consisting of Joseph A. Lawton, Joseph M. Boetick, 
Henry C, Smart, and Edwin W. Peeples. His beloved mother, who, 
by a gT&cioas Providence, was permitted to be present at the ordi- 
nation of her SOD, was suddenly called, just two weeks afterward, 
to her reward in heaven. 

From seventeen to eighteen, £ldred studied privately in prepara- 
tion for college with his pastor, Joseph M. Bostick, who bad 
studied at Furman UniTersity and graduated at Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary. When eighteen, his uncle, the administrator, 
who had so invested tiie two thousand dollars in gold left by 
Eldred's father that the share of the nephew was one thousand 
dollars, reposing full confidence in him, gave te him his share, 
that he might enter college. This amount, supplemented by gifte 
of generous friends, money earned during vacation, and borrowed, 
enabled him to pursue his education without interruption. At 
eighteen, be entered Punnan Universify, graduating fonr years 
later, wiih "A. B." 

At twenty-four, he graduated with the full diploma of the Soutb- 
em Baptist Theological Seminary. He commanded the admira- 
tion of the professors and studente of these institutions by his in- 
tense purpose, his strong character, and his intellectual mastery. 
He never failed on an examination. In bis N'ew Testament Greek 
Dr. BroadoB gave him one hundred. 

One week after graduating at the seminary, he was married, 
May, 1678, at Darlington, South Carolina, to a young lady of rare 
culture and grace. Miss Elizabeth Pugh Dargan, a daughter of the 
distinguished Hev. J. 0. B. Dargan, D.D., of South Carolina. 

This yonng graduate, so splendidly equipped, declined, becattse 
of inexperience, to consider two town churches in his native State, 
to which he had been recommended by Dr. Broadus, and served a 
group of churches as pastor, 1S7S-I8SS, in Wilcox, Dallas, Hale, 
Marengo, and Lowndes counties, Alabama. 

He became pastor at Selma, Alabama, 1882, succeeding Dr. W. 
C. Cleveland. While pastor there, in November, 1883, his wife 
died, leaving two little girls, the youngest only twenty days old. 
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In January^ 1884^ he accepted a call to Hartsville^ South Caro* 
lina, in order that these children might he in care of their moth- 
er's mother, under conditions best suited to her. 

In January, 1885, he was married to Miss Margaret Lydia Dar- 
gan, a sister of his former wif e, dowered with those excellencies of 
mind and heart which characterize this distinguished family. 

After a very happy and successful pastorate at Hartsville, he 
accepted the pastorate, October, 1891, of the church at Qreenwood, 
South Carolina, which was in a disorganized condition, but con- 
tained large possibilities. His pastorate there lasted eleven years 
and was fruitful and triumphant. It gave the church a home for 
the pastor and a modern church building and equipment The 
membership of the church was increased threefold, and that of the 
Sunday-school more than threefold. Under his pastorate this 
church grew from third place to the foremost among the churches 
of the town and became one of the strongest and most liberal 
churches in the State. Here was, perhaps, his greatest pastorate. 
It was while here, that his alma mater, in 1893, conferred upon 
him the degree of ^T). D.,** a richly merited honor. Prom this 
pastorate, growing in fruitfulness and power. Dr. Forrester was 
led, in 1902, by a remarkable series of providences, to a very much 
smaller and less potential pastorate at Washington, Georgia, where 
he spent three most happy years, winning with remarkable rapidity 
a unique place in the confidence and affection of the people. 

From Washington, by a movement of Providence scarcely less 
striking than the other, Dr. Forrester was called, in 1905, to the 
chair of The Bible in Mercer University. 

At Mercer, his pre-eminent ezegetical ability, profound schol- 
arship, wide learning, prudent counsel, and splendid executive 
ability have enabled him to render invaluable service to the Univer- 
sity and to his denomination in a large way. He has not only 
filled the chair of The Bible in Mercer, but has also taught with 
his unfailing excellence American History, Parliamentary Law, 
and Argumentation, while almost every Sunday he has filled some 
pulpit in our State. He served Mercer also as Treasurer, 1910- 
914, with distinguished ability, having for two of those years so 
its finances that the income exceeded the expenses. 




BAPTIST BIOGRAPHY 149 

Here in April, 1911, in the midet of hia arduous dnties, a pro- 
found wrrow was visited upon him. The beloved companion of 
hia life for twenty-six years was taken to her rest in heaven. His 
accomplished daughter, Miss Elisabeth, now presided over his hom^ 
until in June, 1912, he was married to a lady of exceptional talent 
and refinement, Miss Mary Rebecca Dnggan, Director of Vocal 
Culture at Bessie Tift College, a daughter of John C. Dnggan, of 
Washington county, Georgia, a distingnisbed Georgian. 

Dr. Forrester has been generous of his means and unquuing of 
energy in his great life work. A liberal contributor to general 
benevolence through our churches, a very liberal contributor to the 
endowment of Mercer and of our other educational institntions and 
to private charities, he has often given liberally of his means to 
educate worthy young men. He has not sought wealth, nor con- 
spicuous position. His life's ambitton has been to be of service 
and to excel in whatever he undertook. He is modest yet firm in 
his convictions, and while his views are generally accepted, he is 
sot aggressive in having others accept them, but ie uncompromising 
in his refusal to accept what he regards erroneous. Witii a keen 
sense of honor and responsibility, and with devoted loyalty, the 
great powers of his capacious mind and heart are employed to 
serve truth and right and to oppose falsehood, hypocrisy, injus- 
tice, and error. As a writer, his style ie vigorous, terse, analytical, 
didactic, Ludsive, lucid and logical. 

These dominant characteristics of his great mind are manifest 
in debate. There is no striving after rhetorical eCFect, no evasive- 
ness, no cloudiness of thought. Irrelevant detail is swept aside, 
the issues dearly defined and logically solved. This strong and 
dired^ approach to truth, severely analytical and logical, the exalta- 
tion of Christ, iuatruction in the Word of Qod, denunciation of 
byprocrisy and all unrighteousness, the illustration of the beauty 
of hoUness, and the human sympathy and appeal in his sermons 
constitute in large part thdr great power. 

Dr. Forrester's services to the denomination in a larger way be- ' 
gan early. When a young pastor, he originated and promoted a 
general movement for organization of Woman's Missionary So- 
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deties in Alabama^ and was one of a small group of pastors, who 
began the organization of Young People^s Societies in the churches 
of the South. He made to Dr. J. B. Hawthorne the suggestion 
that led to the call by the G^rgia Baptist Convention for a con- 
ference of Southern workers in Atlanta to organize the Southern 
Baptist Young People's Union, was a member of the committee 
that drew the constitution of the organization, and suggested the 
name that was given to it. 

While Dr. Forrester was the pastor of Major J. L. Coker, at 
HartsviUe, South Carolina, he made to him the suggestion upon 
which that great layman acted in establishing the Welch Neck 
High School, later superseded by the magnificent Coker College 
for Women, the recipient of more than two hundred thousand dol- 
lars from its great and generous patron. 

For ten years Dr. Forrester served as trustee of the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, and was, for a like term, a member 
of the Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
For three years he was a trustee of Mercer University, and has 
been the Treasurer of the Georgia Baptist Convention since 1906. 

Beginning with 1878, for thirty-eight years he has never failed 
to attend the Baptist State Convention of the State in which he 
was living at the time of meeting, and he has served on various 
committees and boards of these conventions and of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, which he never failed to attend during his 
long service as pastor, except when, on rare occasions, he was pre- 
vented by illness of some one of the members of his church. 

Dr. Forrester is well known as a contributor of many valuable 
articles to the Baptist Courier, and, for many years prior to mov- 
ing to Georgia, was a regular contributor to The Christian In- 
dex. He is the author of his own text-books for his Bible courses 
in Mercer University, which he had printed especially for his stu- 
dents. He is also the author of The Baptist Position, an authori- 
tative work on Baptist doctrine and practice. He was one of the 
foimders of The Baptist Review and Expositor, published by the 
Southern Baptist Seminar}% to which he has made valuable contri- 
butions. 
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A distmct honor came to him in recognition of his splendid 
scholarship vhen he was invited by the editors to contribnte several 
articles to the new International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, 
published, 1915, by the Howard-Severance Company, of Chicago, 
edited by Dr. James Orr, of Glasgow, Scotland, Dr, John Nnelson, 
of Zuerich, Switzerland, and Dr. Edgar Y. Mullins, of the South- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary. Articles upon Church Qov- 
emment, Esau, Innocence, Reverence, and others were contributed 
by him for this splendid work. 

While Dr. Forrester has entered more largely into the work and 
the counsels of the Baptists, he has also participated actively in the 
municipal and civic life of his fellow citizens. His work and the 
esteem in which he is held by all who know him stand as a monu- 
ment to the greatness of the man. 

An active pastor for twen^-seven years, for eleven years a pro- 
fessor of Mercer University, possessed of intense energy of mind 
and body with great power of concentration and sustained effort, 
may this gifted scholar and Christian gentleman be spared yet 
many years to the great, comprehensive service to which his life 
has bt>en devoted. 
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ALLEN FORT. 




Dr. Allen Fort derived his being from 
a combination of rather remarkable 
Frencb and English etock traceable 
through several centuries. His father, 
Allen Fort, senior, vas descended from 
excellent Huguenot blood, the name ap- 
pearing originally as Forte ; his mother, 
Flojd Hollis, traced back to that Hol- 
li) wtao, with John Hampden and Pym, 
led the resistance to the iTrannical 
measures of Charles I. Their son was 
bom at Americas, Georgia, on June 1, 
1882, and tmtil called into the ministry 
was a resident of that ci^. He was a pupil in the ordinary schoob 
of tlieperiod, which were of a high grade as compared with other 
communities; in Ms day the high school was especially notable, 
and from this he graduated with the first honors of bis class, in 
1898. Three of his classmates hare become distinguished and 
cfBrient teachers. He was thus prepared to enter the Sophomore 
class of the University of Georgia, which he entered, pursuing the 
course until the close of his Junior year. The failing health of 
bis father, a prominent member of the Georgia bar, required his 
atteuclanc-e at liome to prepare to take up the eztensive work that 
his fathi^r had established. 

The yar succeeding the close of his college career was spent un- 
der the direction of this learned jurist, so that in 1901 he was ad- 
mitted to the bar with the congratnlations of his compeers for hia 
unusually brilliant attainments. The impression made by the 
wise and skillful handling of his causes led Governor Terrell, in 
1904, to appoint him as solicitor in the Americus City Court. 
This position he held tor two years, achieving a reputation for keen 
analysis of evidence and the ewaying of juries in a constant, manly 
stand for law, order, and sobriety. An evident sincerity and love of 



BAPTIST BIOGRAPHY 153 

truth marked hia appeals so that he was eminently succesBful. 
Upon only one occasion did he come to clash viUi an opposmg attor> 
ney, the remit of which waa an exoneration by the presiding jndge, 
with a Sne for contempi for his adversary. 

It vae vhile pursuing his studies in the public schools that the 
grace of Qod was manifested to him and he found the Savior to 
whom his life was to be consecrated. Converted at the age of 
fourteen, he entered actively into the work of the First Baptist 
church with characteristic energy and enthusiasm. His reputation 
as "a good boy" in his youth paved ^e way for marked usefolnees 
in evangelistic efforts as a young layman, in which he obtained 
an influence which permeated his secular vocation. While modest- 
ly yielding to others the stations of official leadership, he neverthe- 
less was a power because of his consistent life and irreproachable 
conduct 

His attention was drawn gradually to ihe more definite service 
of the ministry, in which he found it necessary to vrithstand the 
loving influence of friends who were deeply devoted to him and 
had visions of the brightest career in his profession, with perhaps 
anticipation of political preferment. He was rapidly approach- 
ing a time when he could command the willing suffrages of the peo- 
ple among whom he lived; although there is no remembrance of 
his entertaining such a career in his own mind. 

When at length he reached the deteTmination to forego the flat- 
tering prospects which were opening to him, his resolve to enter 
upon the ministry of the Word met with protestations that were 
more forceful because they proceeded from a devoted love and ad- 
miration of his peculiar endowments. The matter was finally 
settled by an invitation to enter upon the pastorate of a strong 
and influential church, which led to his ordination in the First 
Baptist church, of Americus, Georgia, on December 26, 1906. The 
ministers of the presbytery were his pastor, Hev. 0. P. Gilbert, 
Bev. R. E. Neighbor, of Worth Carolina, and his close friend, Bev. 
T. W. Callaway, of Macon, Georgia. Having agreed to the invi- 
tation, on the preceding November 28, he at once entered upon 
the pastorate of the church at Dublin, Georgia, an influential body 
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of five hundred and thirty-eight members. Here he continued 
for the space of three years^ at the end of which this church re- 
ported seven himdred and three in fellowship^ working efficiently 
in every department of church life. 

His reputation as a pastor-evangelist having spread led the Tab- 
ernacle churchy of Chattanooga^ Tennessee^ which possessed a 
great field for that character of work^ to call him to succeed a pas- 
tor who by his peculiar gifts had gathered a great church of seven 
hundred and fifty members, actively alive and keen for service. 
He became a power in that thriving city, and in the short period 
of his pastorate the membership was increased to eight hundred 
and ninety-four. This remarkable work was terminated only by 
a call to the historic First Baptist church, of Nashville, Tennessee, 
to stand in a pulpit in which many notable leaders of extended de- 
nominational fame had acquired enviable reputation. This church 
had been impeded by the swift and unlooked-for drift towards the 
newer Western portions of the city. Its handsome structure had 
been built about the time of Dr. Fortes birth, and is still an orna- 
ment to that beautiful city. The site was chosen in view of its 
position in the center of the permanent resident section where in- 
fluential families owned their hospitable homes. These have found 
new homes in a more distant portion and the section is throbbing 
with commercial life. 

The problem of a down-town church had confronted his pred^ 
cessors and now arose more vigorously to present itself to the new 
pastor. He at once became equal to the situation. He began his 
pastorate on January 4, 1914, with six hundred and sixty-Be^roil 
members, while the Westward drift was still in evidence, and tlie im- 
port of the next year showed seven hundred and thirty-nine. Hit 
lovable disposition and untiring energy soon made him master of 
the situation. With an attractive face which easily won friend* 
ships, and a keenness of intellectul grasp, and a common senae 
that protected him from mistakes, together with a strong passion 
for souls, the problem so difficult of solution has been definitely 
settled so far as this old mother church is concerned. Crowds at- 
tend upon his ministry, and frequent conversions witness to the 
clearness of his utterances and the fidelity of his pastoral labors. 
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Surrounded by many of the most cultured and int«llectual citi- 
zens of Nashville, and enjoying their confidence and co-operatioD, 
he has grown in intellectual power since entering upon tliis work. 
His preparation by the study of law has stood him in great stead 
for conciseness and effectiveness of statement and delivery. He is 
an optimist of the best type, never showing indication of discour- 
agement in a field that calls for the best in a man and constantly 
developing troublesome problems. As a member of denomina- 
tional boards his counsels are always welcomed and he stands in 
tiie forefront of all movements looking to civic righteousnesa and 
the uplift of the commumtj. 

The degree of D.D. was conferred upon him in the Summer of 
1916 by Mercer University, the University of Qeorgia, and Union 
University, of Tennessee. 

Dr. Fort married Miss Maude Hicks, of Spartanbui^, South 
Carolina. Mrs. Fort enters heartily into the labors of her hus- 
band, and is a helpmeet indeed to blm. They have one son, Allen 
Fort, Jr. 



CHABLES LEWIS FOWLER. 

Dr. Charles Lewis Fowler, President 
of Cox College, came to Georgia, June 1, 
1914. In a short time he won for him- 
self a large place in the confidence and 
esteem of Georgia people. Dr. Fowler 
was bom in Union county. North Caro- 
lina, November 1?, 1877. He was 
reared on the farm until his seventeentli 
year. Here he attended the coimty 
schools, and during the last year of this 
period was a student at Weddington 
Academy, in his home county. 
While living on the farm he joined 
the Methodist church at twelve years of age, and at fifteen years 
of age became a leader in the Sunday-school and prayer-meeting 
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work of the church. In the public schools he was recognized as a 
debater and was chosen as commencement speaker at the dose of 
two or three school years. 

At seventeen years of age Dr. Fowler was licensed to preach the 
gospel in the Methodist church, and at eighteen years of age en- 
tered one of the Methodist training colleges at Fallston^ North 
Carolina. Here he remained for a part of two years. He was 
then elected to teach a public school for one Summer in South 
Carolina. During this Summer he was greatly exercised over the 
lack of democracy in his church and became generally distrustful 
of Methodism. He also spent several weeks in great agony of soul 
over the theological teachings of his church. He refused always 
to have any part in the sprinkling of children, as he could find no 
sanction for it in the Scriptures. The result was that he joined 
Liberty Baptist church, in Chester, South Carolina, in September, 
1897. He was baptized by the sainted Eev. J. L. Freeman. 

Dr. Fowler entered Furman University in November, 1897, 
and began at once to preach to the people in the outlying districts 
of Greenville, South Carolina. Owing to the fact that he had 
no money, he began to teach school again in the Summer of 1898, 
and taught for three years. During this time, for two years, he 
was principal of Wingate Academy, Wingate, North Carolina, 
which was one of the Baptist affiliated schools of that State. One 
year he was principal of Morgan^s Academy, in his home county. 
He then returned to Furman University and remained until his 
graduation in June, 1904. 

During his University course he was pastor of two of the very 
large country churches in Greenville county, and became widely 
noted for his preaching ability and general interest in the people. 

On September 6, 1904, Dr. Fowler was married to Miss Nancy 
Clarinda Hunter, of Simpsonville, South Carolina, a member of 
one of the older families of the State, a family which had been 
prominent in the affairs of South Carolina for more than a cen- 
tury. Immediately after his marriage he entered Newton Theo- 
logical Seminary, Newton Center, Massachusetts. Later he took 
the graduate diploma and the post-graduate degree, B. D., from 
this institution. 
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Immediately after his graduatdoQ he traveleil in Europe for eev- 
wal months, Btudying at the Summer school at Oxford for one 
month. Upon his return to America he became pastor of the 
First church, Clinton, South Carolina, and remained here four 
years. During these four years one of the most handsome chnrdies 
in the State was erected and the church greatly strengthened, and 
more than doubled in membership. During this time he traveled 
again in Africa, Palestine, and Europe for five months. 

In the Fall of 1911, Dr. Fowler became President of Lexington 
College, Lexington, Itfissouri. Here he remained three years, dur- 
ing which time the college was more than tripled in attendance, 
the college built up and brought into prominence. He then came 
to be President of Cox College, College Park, Georgia, in June, 
1914, where he has already accomplished much. A very large 
number of his students and teachers followed him to the work in 
Georgia. During the first two years of his administration at Cox 
College the patronage increased 246 per cent., the standard was 
raised, and a great deal spent for equipment and upbuilding. 

At the time of the writing of this sketch, at the end of the seo- 
ond year of hie administration, he ie still President of Cox Col- 
lege. Hie plans are to make the college an All-Southern College 
of highest grade for young women. This, he says, is demanded 
because of the strategic location of Atlanta, and because Atlanta 
is destined to be the great educational center of this part of the 
South. 

Dr. Fowler is anxious that the Baptists shall have one large and 
influential school in Atlanta. Cox College is their one hope. He 
is a great believer in and advocate of Christian education, having 
epoken and written a great deal on the subject. He is now en- 
gaged in a movement to do away with the ruinous competition be- 
tween State schools and Christian colleges. 
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OWEN JUDSON FRIER. 




Owen Judson Frier was bom in Polk 
county, Florida, December 6th, 1868. 
He was bom and reared on a farm ten 
miles north of the present town of Lake- 
land. 

His father was a deacon and leading 
member in Bethel church, which has be- 
come famous for the number of preach- 
ers it has produced. His grandfather. 
Rev. Ryan Frier, was one of the pioneer 
preachers of South Georgia and North 
Florida, and did a great work in his 
day. He was one of the council present 
at the organization of the First Baptist church, of Jacksonville, 
Florida. 

The subject of this sketch received a common school education, 
the best tiiat part of the country afforded at the time, and tau^t 
school a few terms. He married, early in life, the youngest daugh- 
ter of Rev. J. M. Hayman, one of the pioneer preachers of South 
Florida, whose self-sacrilicing work as a minister was memorialized 
in a biographical sketch, written by the subject of this sketch. 

At the age of fifteen years he was converted and baptized into 
the fellowship of Bcthd church and at once became an active mem- 
ber. His early tendencies were toward a business life, and he 
spent some years in the mercantile business in Lakeland, Florida. 
He became one of the charter members of the Baptist church at 
this place and was ordained as deacon at that time. He was 
licensed to preach by the Baptist church at Punta Gorda, Florida, 
in 1893 ; and ordained to the full work of the gospel ministry at 
Winter Haven, Florida, February 35th, 1894, having been called 
as pastor of the Winter Haven Baptist church. The ordaining 
presbytery consisted of Rev. C. H. Nash and Rev. J. M. Hayman, 
of Bartow, Florida, Rev. S. P. Crosier, of Winter Haven, Florida, 
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and Bey. J. W. H. Powel, pastor of the old country church at 
Bethel. 

So, like Matthew, he was called into the miiiiatr; from the wallcB 
of buBiiieeB life, which he looks back upon as being a very impor- 
tant part of his training for his life work. Like the evangelist 
Philip, also, he was first a deacon, which contributed also to his 
work as a minister. 

It was through his work as superintendent of the Sunday-school 
and as a Sunday-echool worker that hia brethren began to discover 
his ministerial gifts. The use of the blackboard in illustration ae a 
Simday-Bchool teacher was carried forward and further developed 
by him in sermonizing. Probably the highest development of this 
art was reached by him in an illustration of the Baptist position 
in the Christian world, which, with accompanying explanations and 
applications, has been presented before several of the larger gath- 
erings of Baptists in South Carolina, eliciting high commendation 
from the denominational leaders. 

In 1894 he resigned as pastor at Winter Haven, in order to 
better equip himself for the ministry, and entered tiie Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, at Louisville, Kentucky. At the 
close of the session in 1895 he was forced to give up his studies in 
the seminary and take up pastoral work again. In the Summer 
of 1896 he accepted the pastorate of the First Baptist church at 
Lakeland, Florida, for half time, where he had for several years 
served as deacon. During his pastorate of a little more than four 
years the membership grew from 32 to 106. At the same time 
he served the churches at Seffner, Winter Haven, and Plant City. 

In the Fall of 1899 he resigned this field to accept the care of 
tiie First Baptist church at Kissimmee, Florida, for full time, re- 
maining there more than five years. While there he became ac- 
tively identified with the State Mission work, becoming a member 
of the State Board of Missions, serving in this capacity until leav- 
ing tiie State. 

While pastor at Kissimmee, he lost his wife, which was a great 
loss, as she had been a true helper. He was married again to the 
daughter of a noted minister of South Carolina, Eev. J. G. Will- 
iams, D. D., who became a great helper in his life work, also. 
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His next pastoral work was at White Springs^ Florida, begin- 
ning his labors there in 1905. In 1906 he resigned there to ac- 
cept a field in South Qeorgia, locating at Pinehurst^ Dooly county. 
Here his work was divided, serving several other churches, at 
Leslie, Pineview, and Harmony. In the Fall of 1908 he resigned 
this work to accept the pastorate of the church at Bamberg, South 
Carolina, for full time. This church made steady progress dur- 
ing his pastorate of over three years. He resigned here to accept 
the care of the church at Winnsboro, South Carolina, and adjoin- 
ing field, where he is at present, July, 1916. 

The greatest monument to his indefatigable labors at this place 
has been the building of a handsome, modem, brick, church build- 
ing, the entire construction being done under his personal super- 
vision as chairman of the building committee. This accomplish- 
ment was only one in his work as pastor, for in both White 
Springs and Pinehurst he left well built and well equipped pas- 
toriums. 

No truer, sweeter spirit has given his life to the ministry than 
Owen Judson Frier. A man modestly reserved in the larger de- 
nominational gatherings, seldom having anything to say, but act- 
ing always and under all conditions according to the dictates of a 
conscience quickened by a burning love for the service of his 
Master. His thoughts and utterances are from a heart attuned to 
the spirit of the great God, and his convictions are spoken in no 
uncertain tones. 

The following words from the pastor at Fort Mill, South Caro- 
lina, who has known him ever since he came to the State, nearly 
eight years ago, seem to be a fitting conclusion: "My intimate 
association with Rev. 0. J. Frier for the past few years has been 
exceedingly pleasant and very profitable. He never preaches with- 
out thorough preparation. I have always believed he lived the 
prayer life; hence I have found his sermons both intellectual and 
spiritual. He has succeeded well in both pastorates where I have 
know him. But I know him best in meetings. He has evangel- 
istic talent. He preached for me in one of the greatest meetings 
of my pastorate. There were conversions at almost every service 
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and the power of the Holy Spirit was so evident in the services that 
the ChristiaD people could scarcely talk about anything else. Mr. 
Frier possesses a rare virtue that has to a great extent k^t him 
out of the lime light as a preacher. He is a very modest man." 



JOSEPH EDWABD PULTON. 




The subject of this sketch, Bev. 
Joseph Edvard Fulton, son of Joseph 
Edvrard Fulton and Lela A. Fraser 
Fulton, was born January 28, 1878, in 
Savannah, Georgia. He grew up in that 
city and graduated from the Savannah 
High School. After graduation he was 
a stenographer in law offices, and stndied 
law for two years, and was also stenog- 
rapher in a Southern Express office and 
in offices of Central Railroad of Qeorgia. 
When eleven years old he was converted 
and joined the First Baptist church. 
Savannah, and from youth became active in the work of the young 
people in the church. 

Early in life he became impressed with a strong conviction that 
it was his duty to become a minister of the gospel. In connectiim 
with this he became an active worker at the Southside Baptist 
church. Savannah, and for several years was a very active worker 
in all of its missionary activities, and showed thereby that he was 
especially interested in all misEion work of the kingdom. For some 
yeara he debated earnestly the question of the ministry and finally 
decided that it was his duty to preach, and, having become clear in 
his convictions, entered Mercer University, Macon, Qeorgia, in 
order to equip himself. He graduated at Mercer University, tak- 
ing his A.B. degree. He was licensed to preach daring the pastor- 
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ate of Ber. John D. Jordan^ D.D., of the First Baptist church, of 
8ayaiinah« While at Mercer XJniyersity he was pastor of Midway 
and Friendship Baptist chnrches, near Bamesyille and Macon te- 
spectirely, and preached nnder the State Board of Missions at Fac- 
tory Mission, Forsyth, Georgia. 

After graduating at Mercer XJniversiiy he went to the Sou&em 
Baptist Theological Seminary at Looisville, Kentacky. While a 
student in the Seminary he was pastor of Long Bun Baptist 
church, near Louisville, Kentucky, and after leaving the Seminary 
was pastor of Ewing and Mt. Pisgah churches, half time each, Sep- 
tember 1, 1911, to September 1, 1913, and at Falmouth and Short 
Creek churches September 1, 1913, to September 1, 1916. He 
has just accepted the First Baptist church of Corbin, Kentucl^, 
to become full time pastor. 

He was ordained to the full work of the ministry on December 
27, 1907, by the authority of the First Baptist church, Savannah, 
the presbytery consisting of Dr. W. L. Pickard, Rev. John Wilder, 
and Bev. J. N. Lee. 

While at Mercer University Mr. Fulton was Editor of Book Ee- 
views, and won the English medal in his Junior year, and was 
Editor-in-Chief of the Mereerian during his Senior year. In both 
Mercer University and in the Southern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary he made a fine record as a thorough, painstaking student, and 
has done thoroughly and accurately his work in all spheres where 
he has been called to serve. He has not only been successful as 
a pastor, but also in evangelistic work, and in organizing new 
churches. 

On June 17, 1909, he was married to Miss Ida Elizabeth Vaughn^ 
Louisville, Kentucky, daughter of William Vaughn and Ida Dow- 
den Vaughn, and granddaughter of Dr. D. Dowden, so well known 
in Kentucky. 

During the years since he began his ministerial career he has 
visited his home church in Savannah, Georgia, and always on his 
visits preaches to those with whom he was reared, and with 
great delight to them, and when supplying the First church. Savan- 
nah, it has been found that those who were brought up with him 
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delif^t to hear him. He was reared of godly parents, and Iiia 
saintly mother still lives to rejoice in his great usefulness. In Ur. 
Folton the Baptist ministry has one well equipped in mind and 
heart, and who is proving true to his tacred trust. 




BALU8 JOSEPH WINDSOR GRAHAM. 

The life history of the remarkable 
man who is the snbject of this brief 
biographical sketch is of peculiar inter- 
est to the Baptiat denomination whidi 
he has so ably served, and cannot fail 
to inspire its readers with its illustra- 
tion of the power of an ideal, fortified 
by a strong will and ample natural en- 
dowment. 

Bolus Joseph Windsor Graham was 
bom in Cherokee county, Georgia, July 
6, 1862, of distinguished lines of ances- 
try. His father, Joseph Graham, waa 
of Scotch ancestry, while his mother, Eleanor Day Graham, was of 
Scotch-Irish descent. His great-grandfather, Windsor Graham, 
was a pioneer Methodist preacher in Georgia, three of whose sons 
were preachers, two Methodist and one Baptist, and many of whose 
grandsons and great-grandsons are preachers, all Methodist min- 
isters eieept the subject of this sketch. The maternal ancestors of 
Mr, Graham were Methodists, but none of them became ministers. 
Joseph Graham died while serving in the Southern Confederate 
army in Virginia, without ever having seen his son. Bains. Eleanor 
Day Graham, his mother, died when Balus was a small boy, leav- 
ing him and an elder brother, John Graham, now of Oklahoma, or- 
phans. The brothers were reared in Cherokee county, Georgia, on 
the farm of their maternal grandfather, Reuben Day. 

On December 8, 1878, when Mr. Graham was not yet seventeen 
years of age, he was married to Miss Nancy A. S. Thompson, a 
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most estimable young lady from one of the oldest and most sub- 
stantial families of Upson county, Georgia. She was of great 
service to him in his effort to secure an education, and has been a 
helpmeet indeed through all the years. Of this union nine chil- 
dren are the result, six of whom are living, four girls and two 
bovs. 

In August, 1879, at the age of seventeen, Mr. Graham was con- 
verted to the Christian faith and united with Shiloh Baptist 
church, Upson county, Georgia, and was baptized by Rev. John A. 
Jackson. At the age of twenty-two he was called into the minis- 
try and was ordained the following year by the Shiloh Baptist 
church, and the presbytery was composed of Dr. W. A. Montgom- 
ery, Rev. G. H. Perdue, and Rev. J. W. Marshall. Immediately 
upon his ordination, Mr. Graham, who was engaged in farming and 
merchandising, became the pastor of four churches. His first 
pastorates were at Swifton, Waymansville, Harmony, of Upson 
count}", and Salem, Meriwether county, all in Georgia. 

Mr. Graham^s marriage at a very youthful age, together with his 
busy life, had given him no opportunity for a college education. 
He attended the Big Springs school in his native county, where his 
minor and major studies were, respectively, Webster's Blue Back 
Speller and Davies' Arithmetic. It is, therefore, remarkable that 
in maturer years, in the midst of a very active life, Mr. Graham 
formed an ideal of scholarship and resolved upon its pursuit. The 
secret of his determination to secure a college education grew out 
of a rather peculiar yet very interesting circumstance. While en 
route to one of his appointments, through an unfamiliar part of 
the county, he stopped at a Negro house to inquire the way. A 
Negro man, faultlessly dressed, responded to his call and politely 
gave him the proper direction. After doing so he asked Mr. 
Graham if he were a minister, to which he replied in the affirma- 
tive. The Negro tlien said: "May I ask where you were edu- 
cated?" The prompt reply was: "I am not educated. It does 
not require an education to preach the gospel.*' The Negro man 
politely replied: **Ccrtainly not; but it seems to me that a young 
man of your promise puts himself to very great disadvantage in 
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not secnring a thoroagb literar; education." "There are," he oon- 
tmned, "so many delicate shades of meaning to the IJatin and 
Greek which cannot be learned from the English, that a knowledge 
of tliose languages seems to me to be very necessary." Enough 
had been said. Mr. Graham gave his horse a stroke with the lines 
which was soon in a sweeping trot, bat he was not a hundred yards 
sway before he said to himself : "I will have a college edncation 
If it takes me twenty ^ears to get it." 

This incident occurred two years before Mr. Graham could wind 
up his business affairs and begin the carrying out of his purpose. 
With an- iron will and unswerving determination he went with his 
wife and young children to Macon, Georgia, and entered the 
preparatory and theological departments of Mercer ITniTersity. 
After spending two years in these departments he entered upon 
the A.B. course in the College of Arts. It was here that Mr. 
Graham showed those qualities which are his striking characteris- 
tics — an unbending will, and devotion to an ideal. Some of his 
venerable professors advised him, in view of all the circumstances 
and the difficulty of the Greek language, not to attempt that course, 
which was required at that time for the A.B. degree. Mr. Graham, 
counter to this advice, resolved to become conversant with the 
original language of the New Testament and would not be dis- 
couraged nor turned aside from his ideal of scholarship. So he 
entered upon the full classical course and graduated at the end of 
four years with the Bachelor of Arts degree of the Universi^. 
This was a noteworthy vindication of his independence, self-re- 
liance, energy and ability, and is an apt illustration of the char- 
acter of the man. 

Mr. Graham took a stand among the very best students at Mer- 
cer University and vent forth well equipped for his splendid work 
of after years. His success io college is all the more remarkable 
yrben it is remembered that during the six years of his college 
coarse he served four churches each year as pastor. Hia time was 
divided between Salem and Macedonia, Meriwether county; Shiloh, 
Harris county ; Milner, Pike coun^ ; Locust Grove, Henry coonty ; 
Unadilla, Dooly county, and Hayneeville, Houston county. In his 
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last year in college^ 1894, he constituted the church at BuIlodiYille, 
Meriwether county. 

The first work of Mr. Qraham after leaving college was the 
founding of the Locust Grove Institute, at Locust Orove, Georgia, 
where he had been pastor for four years. He considered this an 
ideal location for a Baptist High School, and thouj^ there was 
opposition to the enterprise, both locally and in the Flint River 
Association, he succeeded in its establishment. In a mass meet- 
ing at Locust Grove it was proposed to name the school Graham 
Institute, but upon Mr. Graham's insistence otherwise, it was given 
its present name. To the founding of this school Mr. Graham de- 
voted the last half of 1894 and all of 1895. Under the very able 
presidency of Prof. Claude Gray, this Institute has become one of 
the foremost preparatory schools in the South, and is a splendid 
monument to the judgment and industry of its founder. While 
engaged in this work Mr. Graham served a part of the time as pas- 
tor of the following churches: Locust Grove and Sardis, Henry 
county; Union, Spalding county, and Unadilla, Dooly county. 

From 1896 to 1898, inclusive, Mr. Graham gave his undivided 
service as pastor of the First Baptist church, of Cochran, Georgia. 
During 1898-1899, under the direction of the Mission Board of 
the Georgia Baptist Convention, this devout friend of education 
rendered noteworthy and untiring service in the Bible Institute 
work of the State. 

In January, 1900, Mr. Graham became associated with the great 
work which was to claim so large a share of his talent and devo- 
tion and to extend his influence among Southern Baptists. He be- 
came Field Editor of the Christian Index, of which Drs. T. P. Bell 
and I. J. Van Ness were the editors and publishers. During this 
year Mr. Graham served one Sunday per month as pastor of the 
church at Pinehurst, Dooly county, (Jeorgia. In the early part of 
1900, Dr. Van IsTess was called to the Editorial Secretaryship of 
the Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
Nashville, Tennessee, and Mr. Graham, in January, 1901, became 
Associate Editor of the Christian Index with Dr. T. P. Bell, and 
in the following year he became a partner with Dr. Bell in the pub- 
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licstioD of this paper, and aftervards acquired a half interest in it. 

In 1907, Mr. Graham founded the Index Printing Company, at 
which he has been the General Manager since its beginning. Thia 
Tas a notable achievement of his talent for organization and his 
industry. In the same year the trustees of Mercer TTniTereity con- 
ferred upon him the degree of D.D., a well-merited honor. In 
January, 1913, Bell and Graham sold the Christian Index to the 
Index Printing Company, and they were retained as editors. 
After two years, in January, 191B, Dr. Bell retired from the paper 
on account of ill health, and since that time Dr. Graham has been 
the editor-in-chief of the paper, and General Manager of the Indei 
Printing Company. 

Through the Christian Index, with its wide circulation in Geor- 
gia and in neighboring Statea, Dr. Graham has farthered the cause 
of education and served his denomination in a large way by his 
able editorial work. Dnring Ms connection with the paper he has 
served the following churches as pastor: Jonesboro, 1901; Con- 
yers, 1901-1908, inclusive; Social Circle, five years; Flowery 
Branch, one year; Ellijay, four years; Hogansville, three years; 
Stone Mountain, one year. He is pastor of the last two named 
diurches in 1916. He has served as trustee of Mercer University, 
Xjocust Grove Institute, and Heam Academy. For many years he 
was a member of the Mission Board of the Georgia Baptist Con- 
vention and of the Conunittee on Co-operation. He was present 
at the inauguration of the Georgia Baptist Assembly, and was one 
of its promoters. The Mary P. Willingham School was planned 
and inaugurated by Mr. E. G. Willingham, of Aripeka, Florida, 
and Dr. Graham, who presented the plan to the Woman's Baptist 
Missionary Union, at its session in Hartwell, in 1909, which was 
accepted upon the condition that it be approved by the Georgia 
Baptist Convention. Dr. Graham secured this approval when the 
Convention met at Dublin, Georgia, in the same year, and the 
school has entered upon its work with promise of great useful- 
ness. 

In order to further his equipment for his chosen work, Dr, 
Graham made two tours abroad, the first embracing a part of the 
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countries of continental Europe and the last Europe and the 
Orient. 

The exceedingly active life of Dr. Graham has left him but 
little time for writing, except for the Christian Index. In 1914, 
he wrote and published a work which has found large recognition 
and favorable comment, entitled, "Regeneration in Relation to 
Other Doctrines." Also he is the compiler of "Select Writinp,'* 
of Dr. H. H. Tucker, and he is the publisher of "The Baptists, 
Their Doctrine and Life," by Dr. J. H. Kilpatrick. 

As a writer, Dr. Graham^s style is incisive, terse, energetic, 
lucid, analytical, logical, displaying study and care. These quali- 
ties are manifest in his sermons, which also give evidence of the 
critical, exegetical, and doctrinal character of his thought. He is 
forceful in his sermons, strong in debate and wise in counsel. 

The publication of the series entitled ^^Baptist Biography,** of 
which this is the first volume, was undertaken by the Index Print- 
ing Company, according to the plan submitted by Dr. Graham to 
its Board of Directors. The great task of editing this work has 
been committed to him, and under his care this series is destined 
to be a valuable contribution to Baptist History and a further 
monument to his industry and service. 

Dr. Graham, pastor, editor, publisher, student, scholar and or- 
ganizer, is still in the vigor of life, and may give yet many years 
of devoted service to the work of the Baptists of Georgia. 
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BABON DbKALB GRAY. 




"Qray, B&ron DeEalb, was bom at 
Waynesboro, Miaeiasippi, June 18th, 
1855. He is a eon of Major John L. 
Gray and Carolina Salter Gray; an A.M. 
graduate of Mississippi College, Clinton, 
1878; a full graduate of the Soutlieni 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, 1883; a D.D. of Mia- 
Bissippi College, 1890; LL.D., 1904; 
married Alma Batliff, daughter of Cap- 
tain W. T. and Mary Ratlifl of Eay- 
mond, Mississippi, December 9th, 1884. 
Licensed 1873, ordained 1878, Baptist 
ministry; pastor Mound Bluff, New Hope, Mississippi, 1878-9; 
Miday, Kentucky, 1879-80; Buffalo Lick, Kentucky, 1881-8; East 
church, Louisville, 1883-4; Clinton, 1884-7; Hazlehurst, Missis- 
sippi, 1888-93; First church, Birmingham, Alabama; 1893-1901; 
president Georgetown (Ky.) College, 1901-3; corresponding sec- 
retary Home Mission Board, Southern Baptist Convention, since 
September 1, 1903; trustee Mississippi College seven years; mem- 
ber, 1893-1901; president, 1898-1901, Board Trustees Howard 
College, East Lake, Alabama; chairman Committee on Cecil 
Rhodes Scholarships for Kentucky, 1902-3, Home — College Park, 
Georgia; office, Healey Building, Atlanta, Georgia." — From cur- 
rent issne of "Who's Who in America," 

Such is the bare outline of a life ao full of interest that it mj^t 
well fill a volume like this. It will be seen that after an honorable 
career in school, this busy man has filled one important place after 
another, and in each situation has proven himself to be a faithful 
and efScient servant, being a success in every place and bringing 
to a happy issue everything he has ever touched. 

Dr. Gray is a man of varied and remarkable gifts. In some 
directions he has shown great brilliance of attainment, but perhaps 
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the most outstanding thing in all of his life is his broad grasp of 
great situations and the unquestioning confidence with which his 
brethren follow his masterful leadership. There are incidents of 
deep interest in every position he has filled^ and the temptation is 
strong to follow him through each phase of his life; but perhaps 
the consensus of opinion among those who know him best would 
be that all his previous life was but a training school for his work 
as secretary of the Home Mission Board. 

As has been said^ succeeding everywhere^ he never came fully 
into his own until he was called from the presidency of George- 
town College, Kentucky, to the secretaryship of the Home Board, 
September, 1903. Then his gifts for the widest sort of statesman- 
ship immediately came to the front. In his understanding of the 
genius and spirit of Southern Baptists, in his sympathy with their 
trials, in his joy at their victories, in his keen insight into their 
inner life, his mastery of their methods of work, his power of unify- 
ing, correlating and stating his facts in a concrete way, in his ap- 
peal to the heart and imagination of his constituency, he is with- 
out a superior, and probably without a peer in the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention. 

The astounding growth of the Home Board's work under the 
leadership of Dr. Gray is vividly set forth in his annual report to 
the Southern Baptist Convention at Nashville, Tennessee, 1914, 
upon the close of a decade of his services as Secretary. A portion 
of the introduction to his report follows : 

"Our Sixty-ninth Annual Eeport we submit with sincere grati- 
tude and devout thanksgiving to God. Ten years have passed since 
we met in this hall, and momentous years they have been. To no 
other nation have they meant so much as to our own. We were 
then just beginning to feel the significance of our national ex- 
pansion, had a sense of our emergence into a world power, were 
fairly launched upon a colonial policy with Porto Rico and the 
Philippines, a hemisphere apart, on our hands. After five years 
of intervention in Cuba we had just permitted their ensign to su- 
persede the stars and stripes at Camp Columbia, and the last of 
the American soldiers had left the Island in peace, which for years 
had been rent by war and drenched with blood. 
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"Since then we have built the Panama Canal, the most stapen- 
dous enterprise of all history, which is to dianga the geography of 
the world and its intercourse and commerce likewise. 

"These have been fruitful and significant years for Southern 
Baptiats, Confining ourselves to the Home Mission aspects of our 
growth a few comparisons may not be out of place : 

Beceipts in 1904 $127,850.56 

Baptisms in 1904 8,017 

Additions to churches in 1904 17,288 

Receipts in 1914 $397,589.18 

Baptisms in 1914 30,881 

Additions to churches in 1914 66,747 

For the eleven years from 1904 to 1914, inclusive, our 

receipts have been ' $2,981,974.97 

Kaptisms 238,656 

Total additions to membership to churches 441,779 

A glorious record indeed ! 

Then we had no Church Building Loan Fund. 

Now we have $95,476.88 

and have fairly launched our campaign for the great Million Dol- 
lar Loan Fund. 

"In other respects our growth has been quite as significant." 

Dr. Gray has been unsparing in the demands made upon him- 
self since the beginning of his ministry. Without thought of cost 
he has thrown his whole soul into whatever task lay at his hands, 
and his miBcltishness is one of the great outstanding facts in his 
life. It seems superfluous to select any one instance from the 
many that he has shown as he toiled in the kingdom, but ^en 
pastor of the First Baptist church at Birmingham, Alabama, the 
Baptists of the State were in dire distress over the debts threaten- 
ing the life of their schools. His location at the seat of one of the 
schools, the complete confidence in which he was held by hia 
brethren, both as to the soundness of his judgment and to Ma 
ability to serve, made him the natural leader in the campaign to 
raise between forty and fifty thousand dollars to relieve tiie situa- 
tion. The case seemed almost hopeless, and, but for his optimism, 
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his great appeal^ his untiring efforts (often working with high 
fever in his veins, contrary to every instinct of self-preservation) 
the whole campaign would indeed have issued in failure. He did 
it all without compensation of any kind, for the love of his bretfa* 
ren and the love of his Lord. The wonderful field of usefulness 
occupied by the Alabama schools and the lifting of the paralysis 
of debt which hung over all of the world will forever be a tribute 
to the genius of his head and the greatness of his soul. 

Dr. Gray has had a wonderful capacity for seeing into the heart 
of things and rallying his people about the essential point at stake. 
This was seen when in considtation with a few others he became 
one of the founders of the Southern Baptist Young People's Un- 
ion, which held in line for the Sunday School Board in after years 
the vastly important field of training of the young Baptists of the 
South and keeping them in touch with the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention. 

He has an absolute genius for friendship and somehow manages 
to attach people to him with ties that defy the dissolving hand of 
time. 

When the necessity of work has called for it, when the larger in- 
terests of the kingdom made the demand, he has not hesitated to 
cross even his best friends in important matters, and if need be, 
alienate them for the while. But even so, his friends have learned 
to follow his leading and to love him personally, both because of 
what he is and of the great things which he is doing. Dr. Gray 
is a Baptist to the core; a broad, farseeing Baptist, and yet with 
Christian s}Tnpathies which without being fulsome are extensive 
enough to take in the whole brotherhood of Christ. 

Dr. Gray is primarily a Home Mission man because it is to that 
task his brethren have called him, but so wide is his vision that he 
could be used at any hour of the night or day in an appeal for any 
other interest fostered by the Convention. Without the slightest 
jar he could be transferred from one position to another, needing 
only to learn the details of the new work to be able to successfully 
manage it. His power as a platform speaker is truly remarkable. 
He never speaks without feeling a deep sense of the importance of 
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That be is eaying to the people, and, with all, his mind is so quick, 
his wit so ready, his pathos so genuine, his sincerity bo apparent, 
that there is always the feeling of joy when he rises to address a 
CoDventioQ, and likewise a feeling of regret when he has com- 
pleted his mcBsage, regret that the sound of his clear voice and 
sterling appeal has ended. 

Dr. Gray is also a statesman of high rank. He came from a 
State where he would easily rank among the greatest of her sons 
if he had chosen to east his lot in a line that would have led 
him to the public service of a politician. Indeed, it is a wonder 
that bis life did not take such a turn, so keen is bis interest in 
all matters of public concern. 

His family life is one of the most beautiful that can well be 
imagined. Those who have been admitted into the intimate fel- 
lowship of that rare home can never forget the diarm and the 
gloiy of it all. The queenly wife, the cordial, gracious children, 
and the princely husband and father form a circle that any one 
loving the best things of life would delight to enter. 

In the good year of 1916 Dr. Gray is in the prime of his power, 
ripe in experience, wide in his knowledge, wise in bis methods, and 
consecrated in spirit, ready for the service of God in this the most 
wonderful day that the world has ever seen. 
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CLAUDE QHAT. 




Jam«e Nelson and Antoinette Qnj 
mipplemented each other's life ta their 
mutoal happinees from the date of their 
marriage until separated by death. They 
mode a home five miles norili of Jack- 
son, Bntts oonnty, Georgia. The home 
Qiey made was in the country, and it was 
one in which Qod was honored and Ma 
Son was trusted. It was blessed with 
moderate means and with bright boys 
and girls. The ideals of the father and 
mother were not to amass a fortone in 
landed estates and in stocks and bonds. 
They set themselves to the task of character building in their 
children, which they considered greater riches. Their success in 
this respect was their crown of glory in old age. 

One of the sons born into that home was Claude Gray, who first 
saw the light May 18, 1873. He was reared on the farm and in 
his early years was schooled in the art of diversified agriculture. 
The toil of the ploughman gave him a strong physique and thus 
prepared him for mental labor in the after years. In season he 
worked at his father's gin, and thereby learned to deal with the 
public. This, too, was in preparation for the public life that he 
was destined to lead. The clean life which he lived as a boy, and 
the love he bore and the respect he showed to his parents made 
him a favorite in his community. From early life he was the 
j.ride of his parents and enjoyed the confidence of the people of 
his county. 

The schools of his local community were inadequate for his 
education. In the courses they offered he took a high stand and 
was a favorite with his teachers. As he developed in body and 
mind schools of higher grade were entered. The Jackson High 
School, in Bntts county, Georgia, was the nearest, and in order 
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to eDJoj its ftdvantages he walked three uid i half miles each wa; 
daily. It vas in thie school that Ms mental ability and earnest- 
ness of purpose to get an edacatioD attracted the special attenti<ni 
of his teachers and of the public. In the Fall of 1889 he en- 
tered the High Sdiool at Monticello, Jasper connty, Georgia, 
where he did some special work preparatory to entering college. 
This work was soon accomplished, and on January I, 1890, he 
entered the Freshman claae, half advanced, in Mercer University, 
Ifacon, Georgia. In a short time after he matriculated at Mercer 
his classmates, fellow students, and professors discovered that he 
was an honest and painstaking student. In the nearly four years 
he spent in the University he was never known to slight his woric 
or to answer unprepared when called on to recite. Mathematics 
was bis favorite study, but his record in language and science 
was never low. It was a aerions matter with him to master the 
lessons which were assigned him. 

The clean life of Mr. Gray distinguished him as mudi while 
in the University as hie studious habits. None of his coll^ 
mates ever heard him use language that might not have been fitly 
spoken in the presence of refined ladies. One of his classmates 
who sat by his side for four years never heard a single ugly story 
from his lips in all that time. In the malicious pranks of college 
boys he was never known to take a part. Though young in years 
and full of vitality, his life and work with him were a serious 
business. When he entered college he was not a professed Chris- 
tian, but his conduct was as consistent as was that of any minis- 
terial student od the campus. In the Spring of 1890, bis Fresh- 
man year, he was happily converted and joined the Baptist church 
and was baptized by Dr. E. W. Warren. Mr. Gray made an hon- 
orable stand in his class and graduated with the A.B, degree in 
June, 1894. 

Prof. Gray is a bom teacher. His first experience as a teacher 
was at Austin's schoolhouse, in Butts county, Georgia, when 
he was only seventeen years of age. Tact in management and 
aptness to teach marked him at this early age as a coming edu- 
cator. In the Summers during his college course he taught at 
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Cedar Bock schoolhouse^ in his native county, and where he him- 
self went to school as a small boy. The work he did was pleasing 
to both parents and pupils. 

It was in the Fall of 1894 that Prof. Qray began his career as 
an educator. Hearn Academy, at Cave Spring, Georgia, the old- 
est Baptist High School in the State, sought and secured his 
services. The buildings were inadequate and badly in need of 
repair, and the boarding patronage was small. New life was put 
into the school from the first, but there were no funds available 
for the enlargement of its facilities. In the Fall of 1896 Prof. 
Gray became principal of the Commerce High School, Commerce, 
Georgia, where splendid success attended his efforts for two years. 

In the early Fall of 1894 B. J. W. Graham, a classmate of Prof. 
Gray at Mercer University, founded the Locust Grove Institute, 
Locust Grove, Georgia. Prof. Y. E. Bargeron, who was one of 
his college mates, was its first president. While Prof. Gray was 
at the head of Hearn Academy, Cave Spring, Georgia, Mr. Graham 
visited that school, and the next year he preached the commence- 
ment sermon for Prof. Gray at Commerce. In these two visits 
he observed the growth and peculiar tact of Prof. Gray as a school- 
man. Accordingly, he used his influence to secure him as the 
President of the Locust Grove Institute. Prof. Grav was elected 
to this position and took charge of the school at the opening of 
the Fall term of 1897. He has been at the head of that institution 
without a break until the present, 1916. 

The Locust Grove Institute was founded under the direction 
of the Flint River Baptist Association, and when Prof. Gray took 
charge of it the patronage was small and it had only a wooden build- 
ing with class rooms and auditorium and two small cottages which 
were crudely thrown together. A disastrous fire destroyed the 
school building, but a splendid brick structure was erected to take 
its place. A brick dormitory for girls, with a central dining hall, 
was constructed and a large frame building was erected as a dormi- 
tory for boys. Later this was destroyed by fire and an up-to-date 
brick building was erected to take its place. Additional grounds 
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have heea pnrchBsed and the school has enjoyed a subetantial 
growth throQj^ all the jeara. 

Tbrongh the leadership of I^f. Gray the atadent body haa been 
built ap to the limit of the capacity of the material equipment of 
the Bchool. At the opening of the Fall term, 1916, it had the 
largest enrollment of stadents in its history. The two thingg 
which have made the school distinguished throoghont Georgia and 
beyond have been the spirit of the stndent body and the high 
stand which its pupils have taken in colleges and uniTersitdes. 
Though the school is co-educational and its students are at the 
critical age when they enter, no shadows of disgrace have ever 
fallen upon it. It has been managed with a master hand, and 
that hand has been the irrepressible inflaence of its President. 

Prof. Gray is an unpretentious man, modest to a fault, but he 
is a manly man, pnre in mind, chaste in speech, and clean in life. 
He ia a devout Christian and lives his religion among his pupils 
and fellow citizens. In many respects he is a genius in business, 
bnt not BO much for himself aa for the school over which he haa 
so long presided. More than once he has been sought by cities 
as superintendent of their ^tem of schools, and more than once be 
was offered professorships in Mercer University, Macon, Georgia, hia 
alma mater, and in other colleges. In every case these and oihtst 
new positions offered him meant increased pay and a promotion in 
the educational world. But he has diosen to bury himself in a 
struggling Baptist High School rather tiian to enjoy the luxuries 
of larger salaries and greater honors. But his burial in the Locust 
Grove Institute has meant the planting of his life in a fertile soil 
and an abundant harvest in the untarnished character and in the 
useful lives of its students. The full fruitage of that planting will 
not be reaped for generations to come, and he shall not know its 
abundance and richness until the final day of rewards. 

December 31, 1903, was a happy and fortunate day for Prof. 
Gray, because of his marriage on that date to Miss Daisy Smith, 
of Indian Springs, Georgia, They were divinely mated in mental 
capacity, in training, in tastes, in religion, and in the spirit of 
self-sacrifice in the interest of others. Two children of their own 
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have bleseed their union, Martha Caroline and Claude NeUcm. 
They are devoted as father and mother to these, and besides the; 
take the parental oversight of ever; young man and yonng woman 
who becomes a student in the school over which the; preside. 

As an educator the name of Claude Gra; deserves to be re- 
corded among the most distinguished of that class, and as a Chris- 
tian gentleman he is without a peer. 



JOHN HARVEY GRIME. 



The subject of this sketch was bom, 
July 29, 1851, near Cookeville, Putnam 
county, Tennessee, on the table-land of 
Cumberland mountain. At the age of 
two years, his father moved to the ex- 
treme Southern part of said county, set- 
tling in the midst of an unbroken forest, 
where young Grime grew to manhood 
amid the nigged scenes of pioneer life. 
He is of German and English extrac- 
tion, the son of John and Ijois (Smith) 
Grime. His early life was spent in 
clearing away the heavy forests, and in 
bard manual labor on the farm, from early Monday morning until 
the stars could be seen Saturday night. Siicli a thing as a holiday 
was unknown to him. 

His educational advantages were very poor, learning only to 
read and write and calculate in simple numbers. The nearest post 
office was more than teu miles away, and was visited only once a 
month. Hence, such a thing as a newspaper was unknown in 
his father's home. In fact, he was a grown man before he knew 
that there was aueh a thing as a denominational paper published. 
The books of the homo consisted of the Bible, sclioal histories, and 
Josephus' works. 
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In thJB cnide state, at the age of aeveiiteeii, he gave his heart to 
God and nnited with Boiling Spring Baptist church, Putnam coun- 
tj, Tennessee, and was baptized bj Elder J, E. Bowman. The 
Lord soon laid upon hie heart the preaching of the gospel, but, 
looking ont from beneath this cloud of illiteracy and ignorance, it 
seemed impossible. For eight years this battle raged. In the 
meantime, February S, ]8?2, he was married to Miss Eliza A. 
Tickers. This only increased the difficulties by assuming the care 
of a family in the extreme depth of poverty. This call became 
like fire in the bone while these difficulties were plead heroically 
before God, often with earnest prayer and flowing tears. He would 
Bay in his heart : "I can't ! I can't !" But the mora he fought it 
off the harder God pressed his daims. Finally, in July, 1875, he 
surrendered and was licensed to preach by Pistole's Baptist church. 
White county, Tennessee. He was ordained by this same church, 
March 27, 1876. Eldeis T. K. Cooper and J. W. Cunningham 
composed the presbytery. 

He took up the work with a zeal bom of God. So greatly were 
his labors blessed that they soon had reached a territory covering 
several counties. But, just how much he was handicapped and 
how much he longed for preparation for his life work, no one but 
himself could know. At last, he decided to enter school and trust 
God to lead him through. So he moved hia family, consisting of a 
wife and one daughter eight years old, to Watertown, Wilson coun- 
ty, Tennessee, and entered Round Lick Academy, January, 1883. 
He rented a house two miles from the schoolroom in order to get 
it cheaply. That the reader may get some idea of his struggles, 
the following is related: While in school, his wife was taken 
sick, and for nearly one whole Winter he carried his classes, mak- 
ing two trips each day, most of the time on foot, to the school- 
room, a distance of two miles, to recite in his classes, doing all hia 
cooking, washing and ironing, besides the other chores, and waiting 
An a sick wife. 

He has never taken a college degree. His education consists of 
a select course. This course consists of mathematics up to higher 
algebra and geometry, the various sciences, English analysis, and 
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several books in Latin and Qreek. His studies did not cease with 
the school course^ however. He has supplied himself with a liberal 
and select library of some five or six hundred volumes^ with which 
he has made himself familiar. He might be termed a 'l^ook- 
worm.'* 

Theologically^ he is a strong Baptist^ and a strict constructionist, 
A '^thus saith the Lord'' settles all questions with him. He seeks 
to know the exact mind of God on all questions. Therefore, he 
is critical in his investigations. He is never satisfied with a sur- 
face view of a question. He digs deep, building upon bed-rock 
principles. He takes much pleasure in the study of history of all 
kinds, and especially church history. In fact, he is the very em- 
bodiment of church history, and has shown himself a master in the 
art of gathering historical facts. 

He is an author of no mean ability. He has had published the 
**Hi8tory of iliddle Tennessee Baptists,'* a book of nearly six hun- 
dred pages. Besides, he is the author of the following small books 
and tracts, viz., ^'Hereditary Depravity,'* "Close Communion and 
Baptists,*' "Catechism of Ecclesiastical History," "History of Alien 
Immersion," "The Church," etc. These have all been well re- 
ceived, some going into other editions. Besides this, he has wrii> 
ten extensively for the press. He has been a special contributor to 
"The Missionary," "The Baptist Gleaner," "The Baptist," and 
"The Baptist Flag." He acted as "Field Editor" of the "Baptist 
and Reflector," as associate editor of "The Baptist Helper," and 
'Tiiberty Baptist," and editor of "The Baptist Freeman." Be- 
sides this, he has written largely for other publications. He has 
had a number of written discussions with some of the ablest in 
our denomination, and they have always found an opponent worthy 
of their steel. In fact, he wields a trenchant pen and is consid- 
ered one of our best writers. 

As a minister, he ranks well and is considered one of the strong- 
est in Tennessee, not only by our own people, but others as welL 
He has never been able to supply the demands upon him for work. 
Besides quite a deal of field work, he has held pastorates in Middle 
Tennessee in both town and country too numerous to mention by 
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name. He spent 1901-1904 in Kentucky, where be tbs pastor at 
Cave Git;, Horse Cave, Glasgow Junction and Upton; 1904 and 
1905 were spent in West Teonesaee, where he was pastor in Tip- 
tonville and Bidgely; 1905-1909 were ^ven to Texas, where he wu 
pastor in Gorsicana, Frost, Blooming Qrove, Kerens and Ballinger, 
Some of the above pastorates were for one-fourth time, some for 
one-half time and some for full time. In the latter part of 1909 
he returned to Middle Tennessee, where be is now preaching to 
five country and village churdieB. He has never sought promi- 
nence or flattering positions. Faithfulness has ever been his watch- 
word, and in him the poor and neglected have always found an 
abiding friend. 

In the pulpit he avoids the ofFensive, while he "shuns not to do* 
dare all the comiael of God" fearlessly. His style is methodioil 
and argnmentative, while his logic is clear and incisive. He haa 
been characterized as being "as sweet as honey and as sharp as ft 
dagger." Principle is to him more than life itself. He is as near 
as posaihle the very embodiment of Baptist doctrines, and is con- 
sidered authority where he is known. His clear insight and crit- 
ical mind, coupled with humble boldness, make him in the truest 
sense a "defender of the faith." In &ct, he is "set for the defenae 
of the gospel." 

His work has been fruitful. Large numbers have been con- 
verted under his ministry, and be has baptized about two thousand 
persons with hia own hands. He has established several churchea 
and a number of church bouses have been erected under his pas- 
toral supervision. 

The wife of hie youth was called home, December 17, 189S, leav* 
ing a daughter who is now teaching in one of the Baptist schools 
in Texas. He was again married, September S7, 1898, to HiH 
lASsie Young, of Watertown, Wilson county, Tennessee. Thia 
union haa been blessed with one son, who has the same initiala u 
his father. 

He has been a very busy man, and even now, vrith sixty-foaT 
Summers behind him, the demands upon him for work seem to in- 
crease. His reputation is without tarnish and his integrity un> 
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questioned. He has never been known to betray a friend or cower 
before a foe. 

The evening shadows are growing long, and his enn is going 
down in a cloudless sky, in peace with God and all mankind. 



FRANK SHELBY GRONER. 




The year 1877 was but three days old 
when Frank Shelby Qroner was bom. 
It was in Collin county, where the land 
is as black and the people as prosperous 
as anywhere in Texas. 

Being the oldest of nine children, six 
boys and three girls, with plenty of room 
in the great outdoors, he learned to work 
— he dreamed as he plowed and he didnt 
forget Some men work without dreanu> 
and some dream without work. Happy 
the man who tempers his dreams to hia 
tasks. This was Frank Groner. He 
got in the habit. 

His father was his teacher, chiefly, until he went to college. He 
learned in the home to read good books, and, beet of all, to love to 
read them. And with the growing consciousnese a deep and 
subtle thing took hold' of his life — it was religion, and for this 
blessed influence he stands particularly indebted to his mother. 

At fourteen he started to college and for Ave years he worked 
steadily on, completing his preparatory and his college work for 
his bachelor's degree. The school at which he graduated, the 
North Texas Baptist College, has since been discontinued. 

After graduation, he taught school for three years, one year in 
the country and two years at Benjamin, Texas. 

He then left the pedagogue's chair for the study of law. After 
one year in the law school of the University of Texas, he received 
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his license and hung out hie shingle in his home town of Jacks- 
boro. This was in 1900, and in this same year he waa elected to 
the office of County Attorney. He hdd this office through two 
sacceestTe terms, until 1904. In hie second term of office he was 
also attorney for the Bock Island Bailroad, and for the Weetern 
Union Telegraph Company. But the legal career that was open- 
ing up to him with such flattering prospects was never to be ful- 
filled. 

As he was closing his second term of office, in 1904, the convitv 
tion grew strong upon him that he ought to preach. It did not 
come all at once, but it came witii no nncertain appeal. The wind 
set in favorably from the sea and the tides were full, then the 
dikes broke and inundated hia whole life. He has never doubted 
that he waa called to preach. 

He cut the bridges behind him. As he decided, he acted. It 
is characteristic of bis life. He moved out of his law office tl)e 
last day of the year, 1904, and was called to the First Baptist 
church at Stamford in January, 1905, having been ordained to the 
ministry. 

In that church he preached his first sermon, and there for Beren 
jears he lived and preached and worked, contented with hia task. 
It wasn't a big church he found, but a big task ; not many mem- 
bers, but enough to be faithful to ; not a fine house to worship in, 
but a fine place to build one; not a place to rest, but a chance to 
work. This was enough for a man of hie temperament. He waa 
not hunting a bigger field ; he waa making one. He was not hunt- 
ing a bigger salary; he was doing the first best thing — he was 
earning it. 

He began at Stamford with 147 members, $150.00 contribated 
to State Missions and $40.00 to Home and Foreign Missions. 
When he left, there were over 800 memb«8, $1,000.00 contributecl 
to State Missions and $750.00 to Home and Foreign Missions. In 
the meantime the pastor's salary had been raised from $1,000.0& 
to $2,400.00 and a home, and the old frame church building had 
been torn down and a $50,000.00 modem brick building had taken 
its place. Things were moving up. 
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These seven years were years of growth, not only of his work 
but of himself. No man can build greatly in a community with- 
out building over against himself also. 

In the meantime larger fields were looking with envious eyes 
toward the Stamford church, and, in 1911, the Columbus Street 
Baptist church, of Waco, laid claim to her pastor and secured his 
services. It was a smaller church, but it was in a larger city. 
That was five years ago. The membership of the Columbus 
Street church in that time has increased from 600 to 1,100, and 
the Sunday School from 250 to 650. There is a reason. A hard 
student, a preacher with a message, attractive and popular, a good 
pastor, a helper of his people in many ways, a friendly man with a 
saving sense of humor, an organizer and builder with a gift for 
finding and placing men, a quiet and irresistible persistence, — ^this 
and something else, or several other things, account for his getting 
hold of situations and his splendid success. 

In the meantime he has not been idle or indifferent in regard to 
the wider denominational and other enterprises for the public good. 
For five years he maintained and was President of the West Texas 
B. Y. P. TJ. Assembly at Stamford; two years President of the 
Lampasas Baptist Assembly; President (1914) of the Pastors' and 
Laymen's Conference of Texas; member of the Baptist Board of 
Education, of Texas; member of the Executive Board of the Bap- 
tist General Convention, of Texas; now campaign manager of the 
Central Texas Baptist Sanitarium to be built in Waco. 

In addition to the public services mentioned above, he has an 
annual midwinter Bible Conference in his church, for which he 
secures some of the leading Biblical scholars and teachers in the 
country, and also some of the most popular public speakers. 

At the commencement of 1915, Baylor University conferred on 
him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 

It is believed by his friends that his greatest single sucoev 
occurred in June, 1903, when he was married to Miss Laura Vir- 
ginia Wyatt. A charming woman she is, as every one knows who 
has had the good fortune to be a guest in their home, a leader in 
all church and denominational work, the mother of five fine chil- 
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dren, and not lees a homekeeper because of her personal and pub- 
lic serricee. 

Dr. Qroner has staying qualities. He has never moved bat once. 
We are in need of preachers vho irill stay with their Job, to lift 
it if it be low and enlarge it if it be little, and if it be bad to feel 
in that very fact the highest appeal to make it good. If it has 
no worsenesa nor lack, then the job is finished and it is time to 
move to a new place where life calls for help and healing. ■ One 
of the tragedies of the churches is Uie nomadic preacher, and it is 
• double tragedy. It hurts the preacher and it hurts the church. 
That the children in the homes of the community should grow up 
and never really know the pastor or look upon him as a friend is 
a distinct calami^. On the other hand, how beautiful it is where 
the pastor abides with his people and those fine sympaHues and 
confidences and interests are interwoven into a common life and 
he becomes the voice, the prophet, the sweet influence that hallows 
and inspirits and puts a new flavor into the whole of life and all of 
its activities. 

A country boy, a student, a lawyer, a preacher, a pastor, but 
above all a plain man of the people whose kindliness and religion 
draw men to him and give power to his ministry — ^thia, in a word, 
is Frank Groner, the people's pastor. 
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JAMES EDWIN HAMPTON. 




Dr. James Edwin Hampton, son of 
Samuel S. and Lucy Ann Hampton, was 
bom in Balls county, MiBsouri, near 
Monroe Ci^, April 16, 1876. Young 
Hampton spent the early part of his life 
in the country on the farm, an advan- 
tage in 80 many ways to the life and 
habite of youth it ought to be regarded 
chief among providential blessings. The 
fertile field, bending orchards, waving 
grassee, laden grain fields of a Missouri 
farm would enrich the life and fructify 
the mind ; and the glorious sweep of the 
rolling prairie would give grandeur and beauty to disposition and 
purpose. 

The call of Dr. Hampton to the ministry was a recurrence to 
type. One of the prominent figures in earlier Missouri history 
was the maternal grandfather, Eev, Christy Gentry, after whom 
the scion follows in the sturdy qualities of a pioneer. 

At seventeen years of age the boy Hampton began studies in the 
High School at Monroe City, Missouri, Upon the completion of 
the High School course he entered William Jewell College, at 
Liberty, Missouri, and prosecuted his studies, attended by the 
common hardships of poor boys, the overcoming of which trans- 
forms them into radiant stepping-stones up which buoyant man- 
hood bounds. 

The call to the ministry followed young Hampton's conversion 
three years later. The dates were 1895 and 1898, respectively. 
These momentous events occurred at Bethlehem church, Ralls 
county, Missouri, under the quiet influence of a country home and 
a country church, and the poise of character posseesed by Dr. 
Hampton in such marked degree is the result. 

Dr. Hampton was graduated from William Jewell College, Lib- 
erty, Missouri, in the class of 1900, with the A. B. degree, going 
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at once to tbe Southern BaptiBt Theological SemiDar?, Looisville, 
Kentucky, where he spent two years. The degree of Doctor of 
Divinity was conferred on him in 1911 by the Baptist University, 
Oklahoma. 

Dr. Hampton was ordained to the ministry three years after 
hia conversion, by a presbytery consisting of Bev. Wiley J, Patrick, 
D.D., Bev. E. S. Graham, D.D., Eev. J. H. Riile, Rev. W. R. 
Painter, Eev. W. B. Busby, and Rev. B. P. Hixon. 

Prom the first service rendered as pastor, it has been increasingly 
■ evident that Dr. Hampton possesses "the shepherd heart," and that 
nature and grace have conspired in making a man of ability and 
adaptability, a man who vrill grow as a preacher and ripen as a 
KJiolar as the years come and go. Dr. Hampton is a student of 
human nature, as well as a devout student of truth. Fresh from 
the sources of knowledge, and fresh from the scenes of human need 
alike, this vigorous young man comes to his polpit, and as truly 
does he go from the fountain of life to his people whom he feeds. 
His life and ministry are a perpetual response to the injunction of 
the apostle who said, 'Teed the flock of God." 

Dr. Hampton has occupied the position of pastor in four 
churches : Lee's Summit, Missouri ; Pattee Park, St. Joseph, Mis- 
souri; Moberly, Missouri, and Gainesville, Georgia. At Gaines- 
ville his bow still abides in strength. Of him one of his hearers 
and constant companions says: 

"It has been said that in every sense a man's religion is the 
chief fact with regard to him. Eeligious convictions, well 
grounded, form a basal center from which radiate the forces which 
affect powerfully the position which a man takes on every ques- 
tion that confronts him in all the avocations of life. Conversely, 
the relationship which a man bears to tiie afFairs of life of what- 
ever nature and the effect produced by his contact with the world 
reflects the character and degree of his religious convictions. The 
true measure, therefore, of a man can not be obtained by confining 
our observation to only one phase or division of his life's activities. 
Then, to really know a man we must have opportunity to make ob- 
servations from different angles. 
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^^With regard to Dr. Hampton, from every point of obserra- 
tion, the needle points true to the solid, basal center of deep relig- 
ious conviction and consecrated manhood. His work here has 
demonstrated his ability as an organizer. This is manifest, not 
only in the growth and real development of the church as a whole, 
but is plainly observable through all the departments and auxilia- 
ries down to the individual member. Largely as a result of his in* 
finance and leadership, we have an A-1 Sunday-school, an A«l 
B. Y. P. IJ.^ and a Woman's Missionary Society that would be in 
the A-1 class if they were graded. 

''As a man he stands foursquare to all the forces with which 
manhood has to contend. We have never known him to ttj to 
hide behind a clerical coat While he might be considered some- 
what dogmatic on occasions, he could never be accused of seeking 
to follow the way that has least resistance. While he does not 
seek controversy, he does not turn aside to avoid opposition. 

''As a friend he is honest and sincere, not ostentatious, but can 
always be found when needed. While he takes pleasure in com- 
mending your virtues, at the same time he does not hesitate to 
point out to you your faults and foibles when necessary, though 
always in the kindliness of a brother.*' 
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SOBERT TAYLOB HANKS. 

Bev. B. T. Hanks vaa bom in Olney, 
Alabama, April 23, 1850. Hie father, 
A. U. Hanks, was a merchant, farmer, 
and preacher. His mother— n£e Miss 
L. C, Sanders — was one of the wisest 
and best of women. When bat a bo;, 
his father moved from Olney to a farm 
called Chestnut Hill, near Spring Hill, 
Alabama, where he and two prosperous 
fanners established a school. His post 
ofBce was Fickensville. His fatlier had 
a theory that a child should not be 
started to school until he was ten years 
old. At that age in the life of B. T. Hanks the war between the 
States broke out, and all the teachers went to war. B; the time 
the war closed he was fifteen, and knew about farming, knew 
Negroes, mules, dogs, etc., but was ignorant of books. He had four 
older brothers in the army, and there was too much to engage the 
family to think about home education. 

After the war be walked four miles to school at Pickensville, 
taught by Bev. John W. Taylor, a graduate of Howard College and 
of the Sonthern Baptist Theological Seminary. Dr. John A. 
Broadus said of him; "He was the only student I ever taught 
whom I never had to correct. I never put a single red mark on 
any of his exercises." Young Hanks was exceedingly anxious to 
learn. Notwithstanding he had to stay out of school for six weeks 
that Fall to haul com from the farm of Mr. William Dupree, in 
Mississippi, some twenty miles away, he began practically at the 
beginning, but passed through Webster's spelling book, the first 
book of rhetoric and half through the second, through Coleman's 
Mental Arithmetic, Davies' Arithmetic, Davies* Algebra and 
through four books of geometry that session. He never made any 
such progress any more, and, too, except for a time in Carroll- 
ton, Alabama, he never had Mr. Taylor for a teacher. 
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When Mr. Hanks was in his twenty-first year, he went to Dal- 
ton, Georgia^ to read law under his unde^ Col. J. A. B. Hanks. He 
had already felt called to preach ; had joined the church under Mr. 
Taylor, in Pickensville, when a boy of fourteen, and from that day 
on was resisting his call as hard as he could. He fancied that if 
he left loved ones and old acquaintances he would not care if men 
were lost. He joined the church in Dalton, under the pastoral 
care of Bev. Geo. A. Lofton, and tried to be a faithful church 
member. And he devoted himself to the study of law, and as his 
uncle had a large law library and a fine practice and no children, 
and as he was to be partner at first, then heir if his imcle should 
be called away first, he had every worldly inducement to stick to 
the law. But all at once, and unexpectedly, deacon Blanton made 
a motion in conference that "our young brother, Bobert Taylor 
Hanks, be licensed to exercise his gifts in the gospel in public.** 
The young man was dumbfounded^ for he had been hiding behind 
the fact that nobody except himself had seen and felt his call. 

It was "the last straw,** and it did the breaking. The young 
man surrendered, that's the word — surrendered. Pastor Lofton 
announced an early appointment for him to preach. He did not 
preach; he tried; he failed. He talked some five or ten minutes, 
turned blind from confusion and quit. Deacon Black prayed, and 
"thanked God for the failure of our young brother.** 

Not knowing any better, the young brother went oflf to the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Greenville, South Caro- 
lina. He knew he needed more education, and h<> had heard the 
Seminary was a school where they educated preachers. After two 
sessions, and having taken all the English course, he saw he needed 
to know languages, especially Greek. So he went to Bichmond 
College. No; at first he went to Howard College, Marion, Ala- 
bama. But his health broke down, and he went home to "recuper- 
ate," as Dr. Wilkinson, the college physician, put it. He recuper- 
ated by running his father's farm that year, and by working a com 
crop with his own hands, with the proceeds of which he went to 
Bichmond College. He borrowed twenty-five dollars with which 
to start to the Seminary, getting there with four dollars and fifty 



BAPTIST BIOQEAPHT X91 

cents. He managed by the aid of the Students' Fund, by economy, 
by industry, and by an unfailing faith, to pull through the tvo 
years and to pay back the twenty-five dollars. For instance, while 
in the Seminary, through the influence of Dr. John A. BroaduB, a 
Ifr. Martin, of North Orange, New Jersey, sent him a hundred 
dollars. It ought to be said here also, that, while sick with typhoid 
fever at Howard College, Mrs. Crenshaw took him to her home 
and nursed him back to health, no doubt saving his life. 

He spent three years in Richmond College, having Rev. B. W. IS. 
Simms for a most congenial and helpful roommate, and making 
his way by preaching to the churches at Louisa and Cool Springs, 
"supplying" the other two Sundays when wanted, and helping in 
meetings during vacation. One vacation he supplied for the First 
Baptist church, Petersburg, Virginia, between the pastorates of 
Dr. William E. Hatcher and Dr. T. T. Eaton. He was to get 
$100 for two months' work, and his board. The church paid him 
9233. 

After leaving Richmond College, he went back to the Seminary. 
He left the Seminary to accept the call to the church at Dalton, 
Georgia. There he remained four years. During this flrst settled 
pastorate, he married Miss Mattie Bernard Jones, of I onisa, Vir- 
ginia, daughter of Colonel F. W. Jones, sister of Rev. J, Wm. 
Jones, D. D., and aunt of "the Jones boys." He has often been 
heard to say: "God gave me the best wife a pastor ever had," 
and all who knew Mrs. Hanks will testify that she certainly was 
one of the Lord's best. 

After Dalton he was pastor four years in Albany, Georgia; seven 
years of the First Baptist church, Dallas, Texas; seven years of 
the First Baptist church, Abilene, Texas ; one year each at Sweet- 
vater and Stamford, Texas ; two years at Caldwell, Texas ; five and 
a half years of Calvary Baptist church. El Paso, Texas, and two 
years at Palacios, Texas. There God called Mrs, Hanks up higher 
and he resigned, accepted an election as general missionary by the 
State Boani, and moved hack fo Abilene, Texas, where he has two 
sons living ; with the older of the two he makes his home. 

For four times, between several pastorates, he has been general 
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missionary. He was elected five times^ but oould not accept one 
time. 

He resigned his pastorate in Dallas fonr times^ but never did 
get it accepted. The last time he said to the church: *T. am 
going to quit, whether you accept my resignation or not, as I feel 
called of Ood to make another newspaper for the Baptists of 
Texas.'* The senior deacon replied: ^TTou may leave us, if yon 
will, but this church will never put an acceptance of your resigna- 
tion upon its minutes." He did leave that good church, and made 
The Western Baptist. After two years he sold the paper to Bev. 
M. V. Smith, of Belton, Texas, and Bev. J. B. Cranfill, then of 
Waco, Texas, and they changed the name to The Baptist Standard, 
and now it is the Baptist paper of Texas. 

When he went to Dallas, there were two First Baptist churches 
in the city. The church had a contention and divided. Something 
like eighty-three of the members went off and claimed to be the 
church. Some three hundred or more remained, and claimed to 
be the church. Within six months they made friends, and the 
minority took the name of the Live Oak Street church. Within 
a year they reunited. They had two pastors and both resigned* 
Without a nomination or a committee, the united chnrdi balloted 
for pastor, and Mr. Hanks got absolutely every vote. 

While Mr. Hanks was pastor in Dallas, Bev. Kit Williams 
started a Sunday-school supply store and a Sunday-school paper. 
He employed Dr. B. H. Carroll and Mr. Hanks to write tiie lee- 
sons for his paper. Mr. Hanks began writing an analytical lee- 
son, the first of the kind that had appeared up to that time. The 
style was adopted by a good many lesson writers, but has since 
fallen into disuse. It required immense work. 

Besides his pastorates, and being a representative of the State 
Mission Board, Mr. Hanks has been offered some denominational 
positions. At one time he was approached by influential members 
of the trustees to know if he would consider the position of Presi- 
dent of Baylor College, at Belton, Texas ; and the president of the 
Board of Trustees of Simmons College wrote him at one time that 
he was the unanimous choice for the presidency of that institution. 
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He has been & trustee of Baylor College, of Simmons College, and 
is now a trustee of Palacios Baptist Academy, and of the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 

During his pastorate in El Paso he had the experience of uniting 
two churches, which had originally not been on friendly terms, and 
again he was the unanimous choice of the united church for 
pastor. 

He has often been called through the deep waters. He has 
buried six little children, his remarkably gifted daughter who grew 
to young womanhood, Bess Page Hanks, and who was of inesti- 
mable help in his work, and finally, in Palacios, God took his wife. 
Now he walks alone, and yet in Christian resignation and cheerful- 
ness he pursues his work, counting it all joy that he might finish 
his blessed ministry. 



JOHN STEGER HARDAWAY. 

Rev. John Steger Hardaway, pastor of 
the Central Baptist church, of Newoan, 
Georgia, 1916, was bom in Amelia coun- 
ty, Virginia, on August 23rd, 1852. His 
parents were John Segar Hardaway and 
Sal lie J. Steger. His mother was a 
Baptist, and a woman of devoted piety; 
his father was an Episcopalian. He was 
converted at the age of seventeen, while 
a student at the Amelia Academy, and 
was baptized into the fellowship of 
Mount Tabor Baptist church, of Amelia 
county, Virginia, by the pastor. Rev. L. 

W. Moore. Tbia church has since ceased to exist, being merged 

into the Arbor Baptist church, Amelia, Virginia. 

After reading law a year, he was impressed that it was his duty 

to preach. He attended Richmond College, and the Southern 
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Baptist Theological Seminary. He was ordained to the gospel 
ministry on May 20th, 1878, at Mount Tabor Baptist churchy 
Amelia, Virginia. The presbytery consisted of Professor Edmund 
Harrison, of Bichmond CoU^e, Richmond, Virginia, Dr. A. E. 
Dickinson, Editor of the Religious Herald, and Rev. L. W. Moore, 
his pastor. 

For one year he labored as a colporteur in the Middle District 
Association of Virginia. He served for a brief term as pastor of 
Clarksville and Boydton Baptist churches in Mecklenburg county, 
Virginia; after which he returned to the Seminary at Louisville. 
He was called to Oxford, North Carolina, in 1883, which he served 
until the Fall of 1903, when he accepted the call to the Central 
church of Newnan, Georgia. During his ministry in Oxford, 
North Carolina, the present splendid brick church was erected, and 
the membership nearly quadrupled in number. 

In November, 1903, he became pastor of the Central Baptist 
church, of Newnan, Georgia, of which church he is still pastor, 
1916. He served nine years as a member of the Mission Board 
of the Georgia Baptist Convention, and has been for ten years one 
of the Tioistees of Mercer University. He was honored by Mercer 
University with the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 

In 1883 he married Miss Anna Hunter, of Wake county. North 
Carolina, who was at that time teacher of music in the Oxford Col- 
lege, Oxford, North Carolina. Few ministers have been so blessed 
in a helpmeet. Prudent in act and speech, practical and econom- 
ical, she has proven a great blessing. They have had six sons and 
two daughters. One son died in infancy, and his eldest daughtei^^ 
a lovely Christian, died in young womanhood. Two of his son$ 
are young ministers, Revs. Hunter B. Hardaway and Richard B. 
Hardaway, completing their course at the Southern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary in 1916. His other sons are John S., Carey J^ 
and Wm. T. The daughter is Anna Hunter. 

^ The following was written by one of the deacons of the Oxford 
church concerning his life and work in Oxford. ^^As a preacher: 
For solid worth his sermons are the equal of any delivered in the 
pulpits of North Carolina. They are the sermons of a man who 
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has felt in his own heart the force of what be preaches to others. 

The; are living messages He ia an earnest man; he 

ib a sincere man; he is an unselfish man; he is a stable man; he 
holds to the good old vajs ; bis eoul is anchored in the doctrine of 
salvation b; grace. He stands foursquare to the winds and has 
the courage of his convictions. 

"As a man : He preaches not only on Sunday, but every day of 
his life. I am but expressing the feelings of this commniuty vben 
I say that his life before as is a beautiful sermon. In his own 
life he exemplifieB the ChristiaD religion. He has gone in and 
out before us for these many years, and no man' in the community 
has heard aught said against him by saint or sinner. On all qnes- 
tions afFecting the good of the commnnity, it has never been diffi- 
cult to place Mr. Hardaway. You have only to find the right side 
to know where he stands. 

"As a pastor: He has ready access to the hearts of the young, 
and has the confidence of them all. The sorrows of his people 
are his sorrows, their burdcuB, his burdens, their losses, his losses. 
I suppose he has carried more sorrows and borne more burdens of 
other people than any other man in the community. And so I 
think he is the best beloved man in the communi^. I am sure 
that a very large majority of the people of the community wonid 
agree with me in this opinion." 

When he left North Carolina the editor of the Biblical Recorder 
wrote of him: "We may safely say that no one in the North 
Carolina ministry is more loved, either by his church or by the 
brotherhood, than brother Hardaway. His genial, lovely spirit, 
bis thoughtfulnesB, and his strength in all the elements that make a 
man, as well as in the gospel graces, have won for him a unique 
place. The State of Georgia may congratulate herself that sha 
has never taken a better prize from North Carolina than she now 
takes." 

A member of Dr. Hardaway^s church in Newnan has written 
the following of him : "Dr. Hardaway came to be the pastor of 
the Central Baptist church, of Newnan, Georgia, at a time when 
our members were in deep sorrow over the death of our beloved 
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pastor^ Dr. J. H. Hall, and so gentle was his comings so friendly, 
in such harmony was his spiritual ideals and purposes with that of 
our membership, so easily did he adapt himself to the life of our 
church and members that we feel that his coming was providentiaL" 

If there is one characteristic in the matter of Christian work 
stronger with Dr. Hardaway than another it is his missionary 
spirit. Not only does he preach missions, but he contributes most 
liberally to missions; he is always the first to offer his gift. His 
church under his wise leadership and teaching leads in all con- 
tributions to missions and benevolences in the Western Assodatioii* 
In 1907 his church at a special meeting for the purpose gaye 
$1,650.00 to build a chapel in Kumamoto, Japan. On Sunday 
morning recently his church subscribed $1,800.00 to be placed oil 
the debt of the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, and for State purposes. He is a zealous friend to the 
Women's work of the church, encouraging them in every way with 
his words of appreciation and praise. 

As a preacher, his sermons are characterized by soundness, great 
earnestness, are full of the living Christ, and tell the great faith of 
the minister delivering them. He has strong convictions and is 
courageous. He is gentle, but ever aggressive for the truth, for right 
Christian living and for right church causes. He takes great in- 
terest in the prayer-meetings, and these are live and well attended. 
At Sunday-school he is ever on hand, ever ready to lend an en- 
couraging word. As a pastor, he is wherever there is sorrow or 
sickness, be it among his own flock or among others, be it among 
rich or poor, he is ever among the first to be present with his 
words of sympathy and cheer. He has not only endeared himself 
to his own flock, but is beloved by all denominations and individ- 
uals in Newnan. His life is above reproach. If ever man lived 
his Christianity, Dr. Hardaway lives his. Happy-hearted, sweet- 
spirited, friendly, modest, brave. Christian gentleman, truly called 
to the ministry, friend to all people, spiritual, strong of faith, clean 
in thought, word and deed, the Central church is indeed greatly 
blessed in having him for its pastor. 
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WILLIAM AMBROSE HOGAN. 




Lincoln county, Georgia, has given 
many noble and widely ueefol citizens 
to the State and nation, not the least 
among them being Dr. William Ambrose 
Hogan. Near the place where Dr. J. h. 
M. Curry, noted for his distinguished 
serviees atoong the Baptists of the South 
and his high career in national and in- 
t«rnational affairs, was born, Dr. W. A. 
Hogan first saw the light, February 1, 
1869. His parents, Hev. John and Pris- 
cilla Hogan, were widely connected with 
the best citizenry of the county, and his 
lather was a preacher of great influence, a prophet and patriarch 
whose counsels were sought and valued throughout the coun^. 

Dr. Hogan had a great physical and social inheritance from his 
parents that enables him to wield a growing influence for good in 
all Lincoln county as well as in the denominational interests of the 
State. He was reared on the farm and attended the rural schools 
until he was fifteen years old, when he entered Uercer TTniversity 
and was graduated three years later, taking the degree of bachelor 
of arts. He afterwards spent a year at the Southern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky. A few years ago he was 
honored with the degree of Doctor of Divinity by Mercer Univer- 
sity. 

He was bom the second time in September, 1880, and ordained 
to the work of the gospel ministry in December, 1895, by New 
Hope church, Lincoln county, the following ministers composing 
the presbytery : T. A. Nash, John Hogan, J. £. IjcRoy, and W. 
H. Green. He has spent his life within one mile of the place where 
he was born and is in high honor in his own country and among 
his own kindred. Indeed it is a sort of desirable distinction to 
be connected with him and almost everybody in his locali^ refers 
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to him as ^^Cousin Am/' He has been pastor of Mint HiU and 
Sharon churches^ in addition to his present field composed of the 
following churches : New Hope, Rehoboth, Danburg, Lincolnton, 
Greenwood, Double Branches, and Goshen — seven churches, with a 
membership of 1400. New Hope is a large country church with 
a new house that will seat six hundred people. He has served this 
church and Rehoboth for twenty years. At a fifth Sunday meet* 
ing a few years ago, dinner was served on the grounds on tables 
that extended around the sides of approximately one square acre, 
the congregation being estimated at 1,600. 

While Lincoln county boasts sometimes that it has never had a 
railroad to cross the county line, it has not a few large and flour- 
ishing country churches. Few pastors in any of our large cities 
preach regularly to as many people as Dr. Hogan has in his con- 
gregations and he is enthroned in the hearts of his people so se- 
curely he never feels mortified by any sense of jealousy because of 
the praise given to a visiting minister. He often drives in his 
buggy thirty or forty miles to conduct a funeral service or to visit 
some member who is critically ill, or to unite some happy couple in 
marriage. He is in demand at large community social gatherings^ 
religious meetings, and school commencements. He has been 
moderator of the Georgia Association since the death of Dr. J. H. 
Kilpatrick and will be probably continued in that office until he is 
promoted to the upper sanctuary, if not disabled so that he can not 
attend the meetings of the body. Schools and colleges in other 
sections of the State count themselves fortunate when 'they can 
secure his services for a commencement sermon or address. The 
announcement that he is to preach at any church within the Geor- 
gia Association or at one of the annual meetings of that body is a 
sufficient reason for the attendance of a large congregation, so 
eager are the people to hear him preach the gospel. It is not easy 
to get him to preach when any one else can be pressed into service, 
but when he engages to preach, he prepares himself prayerfully and 
thoroughly and takes beaten oil to the sanctuary and feeds and en- 
lightens the people who throng to hear him. He takes preaching 
seriously and delivers his messages with great earnestness, with no 
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suggestions of impertmeDt sensatioDaliem. He takes such pleaanre 
in his work that he never seems to desire or to need a day of sport 
or of fiflhing. He finds his Tecreation in the work of the pastor, 
and methodicallj visits the families of his several chnrches. 

While preaching is hie vocation, teaching is his avocation, and 
for ten years he haB taught the community school near his home 
vith great satjefaction to the patrons. His home is in the country 
and he is a successful farmer, while preaching to country and vil- 
lage churches and teaching school. His wife and children join with 
him in making their home a delightful spot where they live an on- 
strained and happy life, and give a gradous hospitality to frequent 
visitors. Numerous books, magazines, and papers are on his read- 
ing table and the home is one of refinement and culture as well as 
of comfort. Some years ago his churches granted him a vacation 
of three months that he might take a trip to the Holy Land and 
other countries abroad, hut it was stipulated that he was to give 
them the first benefit of his lectures or addresses on his travels 
after his return. He has been coveted by other churches in the 
cities and towns of Georgia, and some inviting fields have been 
offered him in other places. On first consideration some of these 
fields have so appealed to him that he has been almost persuaded, 
apparently, to tear himself away from home and kindred and the 
place of his birth, but in the final decision, after canvassing all the 
issues involved, he has declined, saying, "I dwell among mine own 
people" — "Best be the tie that binds Our hearts in Christian love." 
Surely his is one of the notable pastorates of the State, not suffer- 
ing in comparison with our largest city churches. 

There is a constant migration of young people from his churches 
to the cities and towns of the State and even the regions beyond, 
and many of them hold positions of honor and great nsefulnesa 
due to the preparation of the quiet years under tiie infiuence of 
his dominating personality. Not a few of oar denominational lead- 
ers have declared be could hardly invest his life anywhere in the 
State where it would count for more than it would in Lincoln 
county where he is accomplishing seemingly the work of three or 
four men, and doing it surpassingly well. Just as some of the 
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immortal hymns seem wedded to the old tunes so felicitously that 
a separation is scarcely tolerable, so Dr. Hogan is deeply rooted in 
his present field and is so highly useful and so tenderly loved that 
his removal to another field would be in violation of the best senti- 
ments of all his flocks. 

He has been a member of the board of trustees of his alma 
mater, Mercer University, for several years, and is connected with 
other denominational interests which he serves with fidelity and 
efficiency. He is in hearty co-operation with others in supporting 
the work of the denomination at home and abroad and in main- 
taining and propagating the fundamental teachings for which tixe 
Baptists have stood through the passing centuries. With a gracions- 
ness that disarms criticism and forbids prejudice, and with an in- 
telligence and conscientiousness that win acceptance, he is a stal- 
wart for the great doctrines of our denomination that have justi- 
fied our right to live in the world. He is a Missionary Baptist 
and preaches and labors to extend the blessings of the gospel to 
foreign fields as well as to every nook and corner of our State and 
country. He is constructive. He stimulates his churches so that 
they grow in knowledge and in grace as well as in numbers. His 
life is an open book and he stands forth among the people as an 
ideal man and preacher. He knows how to set himself against 
heresies of doctrine or of life so as to maintain respect without los- 
ing force. He is so tactful that he does not provoke antagonisms, 
though he does not remain silent on public issues through a false 
timidity. He stands for anti-saloon legislation and every measure 
that makes for the betterment of social order. It has been said 
that one former is worth a thousand reformers, and Dr. Hogan 
exerts a powerful influence in forming public opinion and in 
shaping the lives of others. 

Now in the zenith of his powers of mind and body and with 
the promise of many years before him, he should become increas- 
ingly useful not only in his locality but throughout the denomina- 
tion in the State and in the South. 
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ADONIBAM JUDSON HOLT. 




The atory of Dr. A. J. Holt has the 
variety and fasciDstion of a high-claas 
moving picture show. This means no 
suggestion of roving or unstable quali- 
ties, but rather to indicate the wide cir- 
culation of a piece of piire gold. His 
abilities and gifts, his courage and 
aggressive force, his remarkable tact and 
sterling character have suited him to a 
number of responsible trusts in the Bap- 
tist denomination. On Texas, Okla- 
homa, Tennessee, and Florida, the im- 
press of his superior manhood has been 
£nnly set. In these States and throughout our Southern Conven- 
tion, there are thoueande of brethren who will never ceaae to love 
and honor him. 

He was born at Somerset, Kentucky, December 1, 1847, the son 
of Aaron and Miriam Buckner Holt, who decorated him with the 
name of the then living and immortal Adoniram Judson. Numer- 
ous as have been the namesakes of the mighty Burman missionary, 
it is doubted if there is one with whom he would gladlier strike 
hands than with the subject of this sketch. This opinion is delib- 
erate, and must go to record, even at the risk of giving a gentle 
shock to native and well-known modesty. Dr. Holt was never 
loaded with self-consciousness; he never learned the shallow trick 
of playing to the galleries; he never allowed himself to be hungry 
for human praise. He has always despised the arts and stratagemg 
cf vanity, seeking a little notice, and therein approves himself to 
the spirit of the great namesake. 

In February, 1859, the eleven year old lad found himself in 
Texas, where his activities during the next few years were divided 
between hard work and going to school. In 1863 the stripling was 
sent into the Confederate army, and remained to the end of the 
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war. Though hampered by poverty^ he was ambitiouB for educa- 
tion. Has he fiber of will to achieve? Can he endure to take his 
training by slow installments, running through eighteen years? 
That is exactly what he did. Somehow a good deal of iron got 
mixed up in the young fellow's constitution. 

He spent the session of 1865-6 in McEenzie College, and took 
the A. B. degree. Eight years later he took the session of 1874-5 
in our Theological Seminary at Greenville, South Carolina. Six 
years thereafter he attended the Seminary, now in Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, for the two sessions, 1881-83, taking the degree of English 
Graduate. This man never had the comfortable feeling that his 
education was finished. Upward and onward is his motto. His 
healthy intellect keeps itself hospitably open to the fouf points 
of the compass. 

It was in September, 1868, that he made a profession of religion, 
and instantly developed a passion for preaching. He was ordained 
in the Porksville Baptist church in Louisiana, October, 1869, and 
during the next six years he preached on the frontiers of Texas. 
In the Fall of 1876 he went as a missionary to the Indians in 
what is now the State of Oklahoma. The four years* ministry 
among the tribes was a baptism of fire. There were perils of 
hunger and thirst, perils of fioods and disease, perils of envious 
brethren and assassins, yet purpose did not swoon, nor was per- 
formance thwarted. His manhood's type was sufficiently signal- 
ized, and the fame of him spread among the brotherhood. 

On his return from the Indian Territory the Baptists of Texas 
called him to the charge of their State Mission work, which posi- 
tion he filled with great credit until 1890. Then, in 1893, the 
Baptists of Tennessee invited him to the same class of work, and 
here were spent nine years of fruitful labor. 

Dr. Holt has occupied the following pastorates: Webberville, 
Texas, 1869-74; Nacogdoches, Texas, 1890-93 and 1902-5; South 
Knoxville, Tenn., 1905-9 ; Lake City, Fla., 1909 ; Chickasha, Okla- 
homa, 1910; Kissimmee, Florida, 1911-1916. On resigning the 
church at Kissimmee he became editor of the Baptist Witness, pub- 
lished at Arcadia, Florida. 

In the midst of pastoral and mission work, he has been diligent 
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with his pen. One woDdera if this irrepressible man ever took a 
vacatioD or went on a picnic excursion? He did editorial work 
for ten yeara on the Texas Baptist Herald; ten years he did simi- 
lar service for the Baptist and Beflector, in Tennessee ; one year he 
was editor of the Arkansas Baptist; two years on The Baptist 
Oklahoman ; three years on the Florida Baptist Witness. In com- 
pliment of such varied talents and activities, Baylor Univeraity 
conferred on him the title of "D.D." 

Dr. Holt has delivered nine thousand three hundred and sixty- 
five sermons and addresses, fifty being on ordination occasions, and 
forty-eight at commencemeDts. He has baptized three thousand 
converts, married six hundred and thirty-five couples and dedi- 
cated one hundred and twenty-one churches. 

The output of such a ministry is enormous. There is uncom- 
mon versatility where four distinct lines of endeavor are carried 
(in with the same enthusiastic devotion and efFectiv^ras. This 
man never knew how to indulge in ease or to slight an obligation; 
he has no skill in the art of sparing himself. In the duty before 
bim, he has seen the mind of the Lord, and has done it with his 
might. It has been quite remarkable to see such a bundle of 
energy guided by so great common sense and practical wisdom. 
The physical man is evidently a Wend of granite and steel. That 
figure has been a marvel of endurance, awift as an Indian and 
agile as an athlete. It was in the Fall of 1874 that Holt came to 
the Seminary out of the wiregrass and mesquite regions of Texas. 
It vas a democratic atmosphere, and each student was rated on the 
ground of his manliness. We saw in him a man who enjoyed hia 
own respect and confidence, wittiout one touch of self-importance. 
There was a kindly glitter in his eye that spoke of humor, resolu- 
tion, and courage. Quickly he won distinction in the games. Some 
of the boys were indiscreet enough to grapple with him in a wrest- 
ling matdi. It was a mistake. He found a home in the hearts 
of teachers and fellow-students. Like the rest of us, he had a 
ToracioQB appetite for the sacred feast spread by Drs. BroadoB, 
Williams, and Whitsitt. On the threshold of his second session he 
was called to tbe work in the Indian Territory, The sacrifice vaa 
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painf nl^ but he made it, and with keen regret we bade the dear fel- 
low good-bye. He made his home in a cabin in the wUdemess. 
His work required, sometimes, that he leave wife and little ones 
alone. One night he got home late, worn to absolute exhaustion, 
to find his wife watching by a dying child. There was agony 
and utter desolation. The father made the cofi^ and laid his 
treasure away. The comforting God wiped away the tears, and 
the work went bravely on. There was moral sublimity. The rec- 
ords of the pangs and sorrows of the foreign mission fields cm 
furnish few parallels to this story. 

Dr. Holt has written his autobiography, and you can hardl} 
need assurance of its thrilling and enchanting interest. By all 
means it should find preservation in book form. 

This is one of the lovablest of men, with a heart as big as his 
brain; he has a vast capacity for winning and holding friends. 
No one ever hears an unkind word against A. J. Holt. Of cours^ 
an aggressive soul like his has, here and there, stirred up antago- 
nism, but even that is a tribute to the royalty of his character. 
This noble servant of God is now in his afternoon. May the hours 
be restful and serene, while retrospection wanders to far-oflf things 
and battles long ago. His record has few points to stir regret; it 
has many to warm the heart of a good man growing old. His bow 
abides in strength, and many be the days in which he shall be still 
achieving, still pursuing. Let Floridan skies drop down balm 
upon him, and may all the flowers wave their perfume in the 
faces of Dr. and Mrs. Adoniram Judson Holt. 
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WILLIAM HENRY HTTBBABD. 



To be called to bear the good t 
of salvation unto men is not an unuaual 
thing, but to find that you have a natural 
aptitude for the work of the ministry, 
a Christian bearing that invites the re- 
spect of men, a keen and ready mind to 
set forth clearly the deep truths of the 
gospel, a free and easy delivery that 
charms the listener, a vim and enthu- 
siasm that set men in motion, a per- 
sonality that draws men to you, — to find 
that you are thus prepared is unnsnal, — 
it is exceptional, and when a man bo 
prepared feels the moving power of Qod's Spirit upon him, we 
can expect a great work, for we have a great preacher. 

Rev. William Henry Hubbard is the exceptional man and a 
great preacher. His message comes pleasant upon the ear, clear 
and logical throughout, couched in a free flowing vocabulary of 
well-directed words. With a true earnestness and a grace of de- 
livery, natural and winning within itself, he lays bare the saving 
arm of Almighty God before all men, without fear and without 
favor. 

Not content with commonplace achievements nor satisfied with 
the commonplace standards of Christian experience, he has set up 
new standards and done unexpected things. As is generally true 
of men of this type, he has often found opposition, sometimes even 
bittor opposition, but he has stood firm, unwavering, undaunted, 
and has finished the fight. Such men are few, and fortunate in- 
deed is the young man who knows and has known a man of God 
of such character, to teach him the truth and fire his soul for serv- 
ice. Such good fortune was that of the writer during the four 
years of our labor together as pastor and layman in Poughkeepsie, 
New York. 



i 
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Mr. Hubbard was bom of the fleshy September 22^ 1861^ at 
**Cub Hill/' Baltimore county, Maryland; born of the Spirit, 
December 7, 1886, at Baltimore, Maryland, at the age of tweniy- 
five. Born twice, therefore, to die but once, rather than being 
bom but once, to die twice. He began ' preaching immediately 
after his baptism, speaking the truth fearlessly as he had opporr 
tunity in all conceivable places. 

In Evansville, Indiana, May 23, 1889, he was ordained and com* 
missioned to do the full work of a minister, and there, too, he wafl 
married to Miss Avis C. Cosby. Four children were the fruits 
of this union, three sons and one cl|tughter« His pastor- 
ate at Evansville lasted but a year, yet it saw the well-laid plans 
for a large future set in action, and though the years have not 
realized the full measure of that vision, yet the plan was good 
and the start well made. Thus has many a good work failed i^ 
part, when the leader and builder has gone to larger fields. 

The next year, 1890-91, found him back in his home city of 
Baltimore, and the next in Falmouth, Virginia. In October, 1892, 
he was called to Louisville, Kentucky, where he labored with un- 
usual results until 1894, when a nervous breakdown caused him 
to resign and seek rest. His next call was to Hion, New York. 
Here he built a fine new church, one of the nine different building 
enterprises in which he has had a part, but feeling that other fields 
needed him more, he resigned and took a charge in Brookljm, New 
York. He was recalled to the church at Ilion, but accepted a call 
to Poughkeepsie, New York, instead. His ministry there was 
faithful and very fruitful, many were saved and a new church 
established ; but truth and zeal brought a sure reward of scourging 
and stones, even as in the time of Paul, yet he stood firm until all 
was established well, then accepted his present charge at West 
Palm Beach, Florida. 

During all these years of service he kept up his study and re- 
search, first at Milton Academy, Baltimore, Maryland; then at 
Columbian College, Washington, D. C. ; and the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, at Louisville, Kentucky. Much work was 
done also by correspondence, with the Boston Academy, Chicago 
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UtuTersi^, and Potomftc lTiiiT«rHi^, Waahington, D. C, coreriDg 
the Ph. D., C. D., and also the S. T. D., vbich latter was granted 
by Potomac FiuTersit;. Daring bis pastoral work he haa given 
time also to the writing of man; pamphlets, poems, and religions 
songs and hymns — words and music. 

Dr. Hubbard's work has therefore been varied. In tents and 
tabernacles, from wagons and street comers, on the snow-driven 
plains of the West and in the sin-cursed slums of onr great cities, 
be has stood forth valiantly, telling the story and winning thon- 
Bands of lost men and women to a new life in Christ Jesus. He is 
at his best in the evangelistic field, where souls are hungry for the 
truth, where he can feel ihe free unction of Ood's Spirit upon his 
words and give full expression to the deep things of his heart and 
soul. It is then that be is most eloquent and most happy; — happy 
because employed mind and heart, and thrice happy in knowing 
tiiat the labors of his life have been, and are, approved of the 
Spirit in the saving of many souls. 



JOSEPH EDWIN HUDSON. 

In Forsyth and adjoining counties in 
Georgia, the Baptists are very numerous, 
and have been since the early settlement 
of the country. They have been noted 
through all the years for their strict ad- 
herence to Baptist doctrines and prin- 
ciples. In no section of the State have 
there been more heated controversies on 
questions of faith and practice. It was 
in the midst of these people and in this 
kind of atmosphere that Joseph Edwin 
Hudson was bom, November 18, 1859. 
The place of his birth was Gumming, 
Georgia, the county seat of Forsyth county. His father was Cap- 
fain Ira B. F. Hudson, who in his day was a substantial farmer. 
Hia mother was Nannie Neighbors. 
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The early years of Mr. Hudson were spent on the farm, whidi 
was far removed from the railroad and from the temptations so 
prevalent in cities. In his boyhood, to him the great center of 
business activity was the country \411age of Gumming, while the 
center of social life was in the Cimuning and other churches in the 
section where he was reared. Laboring on the farm gave him a 
strong body, which has served him well in his busy life, and temp- 
tations being few he escaped the bad habits formed by so many 
others in their youth. Though the place of his birth and where 
he spent his early years is far in the interior, it has always main- 
tained a good school. It was in the Gumming High School that 
Mr. Hudson received his education. When he was at the proper 
age to enter college, the South was in the midst of reconstruction, 
and the circumstances by which he was surrounded deprived him 
of the advantages of a college education. Having the foundation 
of a literary education, he has acquired a goodly store of general 
information. Perhaps he has not read as many books as some 
others, but those he has read he has mastered. With him the Bible 
has been the Book of books, and he is rooted and grounded in its 
teachings. 

Mr. Hudson was converted and joined the church in his thir- 
teenth year. It was only a few years after he united with the 
church until his gift of leadership was recognized. In 1883 he 
was ordained to the office of deacon. Though he was only twenty- 
four years of age, he filled the oflBce well. His call, however, to 
preach was so distinct that in 1885 he was ordained to the full 
work of the gospel ministry by the church at Gumming. Revs. 
E. L. Sisk and E. M. Pilgrim composed the presbytery. Immedi- 
ately following his ordination, he removed to Florida, where he 
was pastor for eight months. The climate of the low country did 
not agree with him and he gave up his work and returned to North 
Georgia, where he has lived and wrought from 1886 to 1916. 

The most of the pastorates held by Mr. Hudson have been in 
small towns and in the country. Among the churches he has 
served are: Hopewell, Deep Spring, Macedonia, Second Dalton, 
Rocky Face and Tilton, in Whitfield county ; Spring Place, in Mur- 
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ray cotmlj; Ooetanaula, Betheeds, Beeves, Salem, Sonoraville and 
Fainnount, in Gordon county ; Second Bome, Enon, Cedar Creek, 
in Floyd county; Uacedonia, in Walker county; AdairBTille, Cedar 
Creek, Oak Grove, Kingston, Baccoon Creek and Cassville, in Bar- 
toT county ; Unity, in Chattooga county. 

Mr. Hudson has enjoyed the confidence of his brethren for a 
long period of years. While in their territory he baa served the 
Floyd County and Middle Cherokee Associations as moderator. 
He has served as trustee of the Ryals and Cherokee Baptist High 
Schools, and was for a number of years a member of the Mission 
Board of the Georgia Baptist Convention. In all his activities he 
has had a fitting helpmeet in his wife, whose maiden name was 
Miss Mamie Springer, daughter of Bev. I. M. and Olivia Springer. 

The thinking and preaching of Mr. Hudson have bome the 
marks of his early environment. His convictions are so clear and 
distinct and his courage is so unfailing to express them that he has 
sometimes been accused of being dogmatic. To this, however, he 
takes DO offense, but on the other hand accepts such accusations aa 
compliments. He firmly believes that the truth, as revealed in the 
Word of God, is the most inflexible and dogmatic thing in the 
world. He has unwavering faith in the doctrines as believed by 
Baptists, and he defends and prodaims them fearlessly, anywhere 
and everywhere. He is as quick as lightning to observe irregulari- 
ties in Baptist faith and practice, and equally as quick to condemn 
either, no matter where he finds it. His life and ministry have 
counted for much in the preservation of the faith once for all de- 
livered to the saints. His earnest contention for that faith has 
brought some criticism against him at times, but when the truth 
as he sees it and believes it is assailed, he does not count his popu- 
larity dear unto himself. 

In all the large section where Mr. Hudson has preached are as 
orthodox Baptists as can be found anywhere in the State, or oat 
o^ it Those who break over orthodox lines, either in preaching or 
practice, dread his sledge hammer blows. He is averse to adver- 
tising either bis work or his theology, and his name is seldom seen 
in print when he is responsible for it. As a rule, he does not write 
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for publication^ either in the secular or religious press, but when 
he does write he expresses himself in few words, but always in 
such clearness as to be unmistakably understood. 

Mr. Hudson can not be accused of being a lover of filthy Incre, 
but he is a good financier. The salaries paid him by the churcheB 
he has served have been moderate, but he has lived within his in- 
come. In matters of money his word is his bond. There is hardly 
any probability that his name will ever appear on the list of in- 
digent ministers, but this does not mean that he is either a poor 
or a rich man. 

Some pastors in Georgia may have baptized a larger number of 
people than Mr. Hudson, but perhaps no one has baptized fewer 
persons who were not really converted than he. His ezaminationB 
into the Christian experience of applicants for membership in Ihe 
churches he has served have been intelligently rigid, and he has 
never had any anxiety to build up a reputation on the numbers re- 
ceived into his churches. On the other hand, he has ofiBciated at 
the marriages and funerals of a large number of people in the 
territory where he has preached for so many years. Those who 
have been converted under his ministry and have been baptized by 
his hands, those who have been united in marriage with his 
ceremony, and those whose loved ones have been buried under his 
ministry love and appreciate their former pastor and friend. In 
many homes throughout Northwest Georgia his name is a house- 
hold word. 
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JESSE QEBEN HUNT. 




Bev. Jesse Qreen Himt is the Bon of 
Major B. F. Hunt and Sosan Hunt, 
who were among the pioneer settiers of 
Walker connty, Georgia, and was bom 
on his father's farm, near Villanoir, 
Georgia, on Pebniary 22, 1861. In 
early life be attended the local school 
aiid worked on the farm during the 
vacation. In thoee days, in that sec- 
tion, the vacations were much longer 
than the sessionB of the school, hence 
the moat of his time was spent in labor- 
ing on the farm. Being an apt student, 
he soon made hie way through the high school, but was deprived 
of the advantages of a college education. He did much of the 
work included in a college course under the direction of Captain 
J. Y. Wood. Teachers were in great demand in his section, and 
be devoted a number of years to teaching and to the stady of law. 
In 1884, he was admitted to the bar, in Borne, Georgia, and prac- 
ticed his profession succeBsfully for a number of years. 

Mr. Hunt was converted and united with the Baptist church in 
1877. In the early years of his Christian life his activity in 
church work and his gift as a leader of men led his brethren to 
believe that he was called to preach the gospel. Accordingly, he 
was ordained to the full work of the gospel ministry in 1882, by 
the Macedonia Baptist church, in the Coosa Association. The 
presbytery was composed of Eevs. J. J. S. Callaway, W. L. Shat- 
tuck, and B. P. Hunt. 

In Northwest Georgia, thirty years ago, even more than now, 
there were many communities in which it was necessary that men 
with a diversity of gift« should tarn their hands to many things. 
It was the lot of Mr. Hunt to render a signal service in his sec- 
tion. He taught school for years, while at the same time he was 
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actively engaged in the ministry. In 1884 he was in charge of 
the Ryals Institute, at Sugar Valley, Georgia, and at another time 
he was principal of the Baptist High School of the Middle Chero- 
kee Association. He also taught at Villanow and Green Bush, 
near the place of his birth, for five years. 

Mr. Hunt distinguished himself as pastor of the Summerville 
church, Summerville, Georgia, from 1884 to 1908. Under his 
leadership the church was increased in membership, developed in 
Christian liberality, and erected a commodious house of worship. 
He was also successful in his pastorates at Trion, from 1886 to 
1904; at Shiloh, in the Coosa Association, 1883 and 1884, and at 
Menlo, Chelsea, and Lyerly, from 1905 to 1907. Beginning with 
1908, he changed his residence from Summerville, Georgia, to Col- 
lege Park, Georgia, and accepted a position with the Christian Index. 
OflSce work, however, was not conducive to his health, and he gave up 
his position to raise a fund for Heam Academy, in which he met 
with splendid success. He also rendered valuable service in raising 
funds for Bessie Tift College, at Forsyth, Georgia, Mercer Univer- 
sity, Macon, Georgia, and the Georgia Baptist Orphans' Home^ at 
HapeviUe, Georgia. Since his removal from Summerville he has 
served the churches at Hapeville, Baccoon Creek, Pleasant Grove, 
Hogansville, Cassville, Ball Ground, and Powder Springs, all in 
Georgia. It may be said that he has never served a church that 
did not prosper under his ministry. 

Mr. Himt, though an unpretentious man, has rendered valuable 
service to the Baptists of Georgia. He has carried cheer and hope 
to many a lonely heart, and has pointed scores of souls to the light 
of the gospel in Jesus Christ. The service which he has rendered 
has not been of less but rather of more worth, from the fact that 
much of it has been in quiet rural communities. These communi- 
ties, unfortunately for all concerned, are not enough in the daily 
touch with the public; but it is in such places that human char- 
acter is ever receiving its training and outlook on life. It is from 
such sections that the men and women come who lead in the great 
tasks of society. Probably no man of his age has done more to en- 
courage and help forward-looking men and women in the great 
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SIS 



NortiiTeBt section of Qeorgia than Mr. Hunt. He is yet in the 
zenith of his fine power, and is yet giriii; a good account of him- 
self 88 a mioiBter of tiie gospel and as a leader throngh whose 
teaching man; ate receiving larger views of life. 



WALTEE CHENEY IVEY. 




Morgan count;, Qeoi^a, has been the 
birthplace and home of some of the most 
diatingnished families in the State. 
Some of the ablest ministers of the Bap- 
tist denomination have lived and 
wrought in this good old county, and 
their infiuence has projected itself into 
the citizens in general. Throngh these 
gifted and cultured ministers hi^ 
standards of morals and religion were 
established, and material thrift was 
promoted. Among the leading families 
of Morgan county were the Ivejs and 
Cheneys. Warren J. Ivey, while a promiBing young man, married 
Miss Sarah Frances Cheney, who was and is one of the purest 
types of Southern womanhood. This union was fruitful in their 
mutual happiness and in material prosperity. 

Among the results of their union was Walter C. Ivey, who was 
born at Hutledge, Morgan county, Georgia, January II, 1872. 
Mr. Ivey spent his youth and young manhood on his father's 
plantation, near Hutledge, where by hard manual labor he devel- 
oped a strong physique which has proved a blessing to him in his 
ministerial career. In 1889, before he had reached his majority, 
he was united in marriage to Miss Cora Belle Wallace, of Butledge, 
Georgia. Mias Wallace was a daughter of Mr. H. T. Wallace, 
who was one of the oldest and most noted engineers in the employ 
of the Georgia Railroad. Mrs. Ivey was a Christian and an active 
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church worker before her marriage. Mr. Ivey was converted and 
joined the Centennial Baptist churchy Morgan county, Georgia, 
in August, 1899. For ten years his wife had prayed and waited 
for her husband to become a Christian. While their union was 
fruitful from the first in their mutual happiness, the fullness of 
matrimonial joy came when they also became one by faith in Jesus 
Christ. Through all the years Mrs. Ivey has been a helpmeet 
in deed and in truth, both in their domestic and religious life. 
In his pastoral work she has been his best helper. 

For more than ten years after his marriage Mr. Ivey lived on 
his farm, only a short distance from Centennial church, in Mor- 
gan county, near where he was bom and reared. In that time 
he had distinguished himself as a successful farmer. Upon join- 
ing the church he chose that style of Christian harness which is 
made without holding-back straps. Activity in church work de- 
veloped his talents, and soon he felt impressed to preach the gos- 
pel. His call and gifts were recognized by his brethren, and he 
was accordingly licensed to preach by the church he had joined. 

Mr. Ivey's educational advantages had been limited. The schools 
of his community were in session only a few months each year, 
and in them only the elementary branches of an education were 
taught. While he felt the need of better equipment for his life 
work, the sacrifice of giving up his country home and fertile farm 
and taking with him his wife and spend six years in school was 
too great. One night a stranger was a guest in his home, who 
himself was a preacher and had secured his education after he 
was married and settled down in life. This stranger pressed the 
necessity of an education upon Mr. Ivey until long after the mid- 
night hour, and renewed his efforts early the next morning. The 
next year found Mr. Ivey a student in Locust Grove Institute, 
Locust Grove, Georgia, where he prepared himself for Mercer Uni- 
versity, Macon, Georgia, from which institution he holds an A.B. 
degree. Every prophecy of that strange guest on that memorable 
night came true, and that stranger has been among his best friends 
through all the years. 

Mr. Ivey was ordained to the full work of the gospel ministry 
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by the Centennial church, Morgan coun^, Georgia, December 30, 
1901. The presbytery was composed of Bers. Thomas H. Bumus, 
John P. Wallace, and W. D. Winbum. 

Daring his college course Mr. Ivey was in demand for supply 
and pastoral work. Among the first diurches he served as pastor 
were County Line, Xewton county, Januaiy 1, 1902, to September, 
1903; Ceres and Hardison, Crawford county, 1903-1906; New 
Salem, Jones county, and Phillips Mill, Wilkea county, 1906- 
1907. At the close of the pastorate of the two last-named churches 
he accepted a call to the Eirkvood church, which is located in a 
thriving suburb of Atlanta, Georgia. There he lived in the midst 
of his people and labored for and with them for five years, 1907 
to 1912. Under his ministry the church grew in numbers and 
spiritual power from the beginning to the close of his pastorate. 
The work he did has lived and grown since his departure to other 
fields of labor. 

Following the pastorate at Kirkwood, Mr. Ivey served the fol- 
lowing churches: Rutledge, Morgan county; Social Circle, Walton 
county, and Union Point, Greene county, all in Georgia, 1913- 
1914; Hebron, Pike county; Gay, Meriwether county, and Beth- 
esda, in Harris coun^, 1915-16. Beginning with the first of So- 
vember, 1916, he became pastor of- the church at Monticello, Jas- 
per county, Georgia. 

Mr. Ivey is a sincere man, a lover of men and of his work. 
In civic righteousness he is blameless, and in religion he is earnest 
and spiritual. As a student in the high school and in college he 
was honest and faithful, and his pure life gave him influence with 
his fellow students. In disposition he is retiring; he is never in 
the newspapers on his own account, and in no wise does he ever 
seek notoriety. In his preaching he is free from fads and fancies, 
and studiously avoids anything that smacks of the sensational. In 
doctrine he is sound and a Baptist to the core, but not pugilistic. 
The simple gospel is his theme, and that gospel exemplified in life 
is his ideal. 

Mr. Ivey is yet a young man, and his past achievements are ft 
prophecy of still greater usefulness before and after he readies 
■ -the zenith of his ministry. 
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SAMUEL YOUNG JAMESON. 




The mountaim of North Georgia and 
those of North Carolina are rich in tim- 
ber and minerala. Along the playful 
etreams that thread their way through 
the gorges are aome of the richest val- 
leys in the world. Hidden away in these 
coves are plain cabins, with here and 
there a splendid dwelling painted white, 
with green blinds. Whether a log cabin 
or a white honae, the floors are clean and 
the fireplaces spotlessly white. In ev- 
ery case there are big sleepy looldng beds 
covered with white dimity counterpanes. On a shelf by the side 
of the door or across the end of the veranda may be seen the cedar 
bucket with its brass hoops polished until they shine like gold. 
The mothers of those homes are generally gowned in a plain ging- 
ham dress, with an apron of the same material, and both fault- 
lessly clean. 

From these homes far back in the mountains have come some 
of the South's greatest men. Among them are railroad mag- 
nates, great financiers, sturdy bneinese men, eminent lawyers, dis- 
tinguished teachers, and eloquent preachers. It was in one of 
these mountain homes, in Towns county, Georgia, that Samuel 
Young Jameson was bom, on October 1, 1869. At the other two 
angles of an isosceles triangle, whose sides are ei^t miles long, 
were born Drs, F. C. McConnell and Geo. W. Truett. Being a 
"proper child," and the firstborn son of the new home, his mother 
gave him the full name of his father, Samuel Young. 

The father of Mr. Jameson was a native of Sweetwater valley, 
Tennessee, and was a business man of no mean ability. At the 
beginning of the Civil War he was postmaster and general mer- 
chant at Ducktown, Tennessee. In religion he was a Baptist of 
the truest and best ^i>e. So far as is known, there were no preadi- 
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era among his immediate ancestry. The mother of Mr. Jameson 
. was Lucinda Alrira Carter, a native of Georgia, and a sister of 
John Carter, of Gainesville, Georgia. His grandfather, Josiah 
Carter, was a charter member of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
in 1816, at Angosta, Georgia. The Carter famil; haa made an 
enviable record in the buBineaa vrorld, and in religion is Baptist 
Two daughters of John Carter and cieces of Mrs. Jameson — Mrs. 
S. Emmett Stephens and Mrs. E. L. Morgan — are missionaries in 
China. The maternal grandmother of Mr. Jameson was Christine 
Pope, of Presbyterian stock. The Pope family is noted in Ten- 
nessee and Kentucky for the edncators and preachers it has pro- 
duced. Mr, Jameson, therefore, is blessed witii a worthy and 
gifted ancestry. 

The first ten years of Mr. Jameson's life vrere spent in Towns 
county, Georgia, from whence he removed with his parents to 
Walhalla, South Carolina. From the age of five to fifteen he was 
kept in school continuously, four years of this time being spent in 
a private school. He spent two years in the Misses Morgan Semi- 
nary, Walhalla, South Carolina, one year is Hickaville Academy, 
Hayesville, North Carolina, and three years in Newberry Col- 
lege when that institution vas located at Walhalla, South Carolina. 
Both his father and stepfather being merchantn, his vacations 
were spent working in the store. Upon leaving Newberry College 
be entered business, from which he retired after five successful 
years, to enter Furman University, at Greenville, South Carolina, 
where he spent two years, after which he spent two years in the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, at Louisville, Kentucky. 
His long and varied educational advantages and business expe- 
riences gave him most excellent equipment for his life work. 

At the age of eighteen Mr, Jameson was converted and joined 
the church. In 1882, five years later, he was ordained to the full 
work of the gospel ministry by the old Westminster Baptist 
church, Westminster, South Carolina. The presbytery was com- 
posed of Bev. E. L. Sisk and Bev. Andrew McGnffin. Two years 
later he became pastor of the Williamaton church. South Carolina. 
From 1864 to December, 1888, he was pastor of the new West- 
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minster Baptist church. South Carolina. In connection with 
this charge he served the Walhalla church one year, the Toccoa 
church, Toccoa, Georgia, two years, Chauga, Return, and New 
Bethel churches, all in South Carolina. In 1889 he took charge of 
the West End churchy Atlanta^ Georgia, where he was pastor until 
1899, when he was chosen Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer 
of the Mission Board of the Georgia Baptist Convention* He held 
this position from 1899 until June, 1906, at which time he became 
President of Mercer Universiiy, Macon, (Jeorgia. He was head of 
this institution for seven years. From June, 1913, to January, 
1916, he was President of Ouachita College, Arkadelphia, Arkan- 
sas. He resigned the presidency of that institution to become pas- 
tor of the First Baptist church. Marietta, Georgia. 

Dr. Jameson has been a successful pastor. When he took charge 
of the West End church, Atlanta, Georgia, it was young and had 
a small membership, and was without a substantial house of wor- 
ship. With his usual foresight he planned a structure that would 
meet the demands of a growing church for from twenty-five to 
fifiy years. A well-appointed Sunday-school room was built on 
the rear of a well-located lot. Which was used for an auditorium 
for a number of years. During his pastorate the main building 
was completed, which is still a cr^it to the dty. Dr. Jatneson 
enjoyed the confidence and co-operation of his diurch and the re- 
spect of the entire city. Good congregations heard him every Sun- 
day, and the church enjoyed a steady growth in numbers, spirit- 
uality, and Christian liberality. 

As Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer of the Mission Board, 
Dr. Jameson proved himself to be not only a leader of men, but a 
denominational statesman. Under his leadership the receipts of 
the Board for all the causes it represented increased steadily year 
by year. During his administration much constructive mission 
work was done in the State, and Georgia led all her sister States ini 
gifts to Home and Foreign Missions. In attending the associar 
tions and other gatherings before which he was invited to speak, 
he made everything secondary to giving definite information con- 
cerning all the work represented by his Board. His physical 
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energy and his desire to enlist the co-operation of tiie BaptistB led 
him to touch nearly every nook and corner of the State. By hav- 
ing gone ovei the ground he knew the conditions eTerywheie, 
which enabled the Board, under his direction, to do work where it 
was most needed. He was recognized by his brethren in Georgia 
and by those in other States as being a great Mission Secretary. 

At a time when Dr. Jameson was at his best as Corresponding 
Secretary and Treosarer of the UisBion Board of the Georgia Bap- 
tist Convention, Mercer TJnivereity was in need of a man to take 
the lead in raising $225,000 for her equipment and further endow- 
ment. After the second call of his brethr^t he laid down the . 
work he loved so well to become Freaident of Mercer UniTerritj. 
Within the specified time he received the money desired, and greaUy 
increased the enrollment of students. Under his administraticai 
a large brick dormitory and a-moet excellent library building were 
erected, and many other physical improvements were made, and 
the funds of the TJnivereity were made to yield increased income. 
Judge Thomae Q. Lawson, for many years president of the board 
- ■ of trustees and a benefactor of Mercer in his life and by a bequest 
in his will, said : "Under his administration the college has pros- 
pered as it has never prospered before." 

Dr. Jameson's reputation as a college president led the trustees 
of Ouacdiita College, of Arkadelphia, Arkansas, to elect him aa 
head of that institution. At the time he took charge of the col- 
lege it was in a precarious financial condition. In a short time he 
had the situation well in hand and the Baptists of Arkansas re- 
sponded nobly to his call and the college was soon on its feet. 
One of his greatest achievements in behalf of the college was the 
securing of an appropriation of $10,000 from the Home Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. The Board declined 
to make the appropriation without the recommendation of the Con- 
vention. When the matter was brought before the ConvNitami 
there was a division of opinion, but after Dr. Jomeeon had spoken 
before the body it voted that the appropriation be made. This 
action saved the college to the denomination. 

When the call of the First church. Marietta, Georgia, came to 
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Dr. Jameson, he could not resist the temptation to return to the 
pastorate and to his native State. On January 1^ 1916^ he took 
charge of that church and at once began to lead it to larger things. 

The highest honors within the gift of Georgia Baptists have been 
bestowed upon Dr. Jameson. The trustees of Mercer conferred 
upon him the degrees of D.D. and LL.D. For several years he 
was moderator of the Stone Mountain Association^ when it was 
composed mostly of Atlanta churches. Before he became Secre- 
tary and Treasurer he was a member of the Mission Board of tiie 
Georgia Baptist Convention, and before he became President of 
Mercer University he was a member of the board of tmstees of 
that institution. For three years he was the honored Presideiit 
of the Georgia Baptist Convention, and for a number of years 
was a member of the trustees of the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, at Louisville, Kentucky. 

As a preacher Dr. Jameson is logical, systematic, and sound in 
the faith to the core. His delivery is clear and forceful, and he 
possesses a marked degree of heart power, and often rises to genuine 
eloquence. His illustrations are apt and are generally taken from 
Biblical incidents and characters. While he has been abroad twice, 
traveling over Europe and the Orient, he has a happy way of using 
the information gained from his observations without disclosing the 
fact that he has traveled over the scenes. His preaching edifies 
and is productive in the conversion of the unsaved. 

Dr. Jameson has rare gifts in recognizing faces and in calling 
names. He is equally gifted in discerning the movements of men. 
He has a way of discovering things in their formative period. He 
is a fine judge of men and is seldom deceived. His likes and dis- 
likes are very strong, and he knows who are his friends and who 
are his foes. He always manifests a spirit of fairness to both, 
and in all things he is a manly man and a Christian gentieman. 
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MILLABD ALFOKD JENKENS. 

Bev. "ii. A. Jenkene, D.D., ia vidolj 
known, both in the Sooth and in the 
Horth, where he has beeu abundant in 
pastoral and eTangelistic labors. In his 
peieonalil? he ia magnetic and popular 
with all claeees, and his heart ia big, 
warm, and sympathetic, which draws 
and holds them like a vise. 

As a public speaker he has a popular 
and pleasing style. At times he ia 
rhetorical and eloquent, and always per- 
suasive and interesting. His language ia 
chaste, bis diction diarming, and often 
bia utterances are strong and break like the roll of the ocean at 
flood-tide as be makes an appeal. His crowds are always large. He 
19 truly a militant preacher and the gospel is his theme. With this 
migh^ sword of the Spirit he goea fortii to war for bis Lord. He 
is interested in every phase of denominational work, and, under the 
touch of his wise hand, the work grows and develops with abound- 
ing life. 

Dr. Jenkens was bom in Buncombe county, near Biltmore, North 
Carolina, on November l?th, 1872. His father was Mr. Alford 
Jefferson Jenkens and his mother, now living past the age of 
eighty, was Miss Nancy Jones. In the union of this couple in 
marriage there were brought together the racial streams of Welsh, 
Scotch, and Irish, and in Dr. Jenkens the dominant characteristics 
of these hardy races are very pronounced. 

He was reared on a mountain farm where he learned to toil. 
This discipline in the sdiool of toil and "bard knocks" taught him 
self-«ontrol, persistence, and endurance. In the quiet field, sur- 
nmnded b; the rugged mountains, his quick mind and big heart 
bad fuU scope to dream and aspire. 

At an early age he joined the Methodist church. They preached 
falling from grace and young Jenkens practiced it, but the Holy 
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Spirit gripped his life and he felt the heavenly call into the min- 
istry. With the New Testament as his book, and the Holy Spirit 
as his guide, he pondered the great truths of the gospel. He be- 
came a Baptist, much to the displeasure of some of his own peo- 
ple, who for a time treated him as an alien and a stranger, — so 
deep were their prejudices against the Baptists. But they soon 
became reconciled, and now most of the family are Baptists, a 
nephew who was a Methodist having become a prominent young 
Baptist minister. 

His preparatory education was obtained at the public schools, 
Bent Creek High School, and Sand Hill Academy. He showed 
great interest in books and his aptness to learn was noted by his 
teachers. From these preparatory schools he went to Judson Col- 
lege and studied for three years. He then went to Wake Forest 
College, Wake Forest, North Carolina, where for a short time he 
pursued an elective course. He has attended Bible conferences, 
both as a student and speaker, until he has become well grounded 
in the deep truths of the Bible, Science, and Philosophy. He has 
traveled widely in Europe and Asia, four trips in all. He studied 
the Bible in the land where it was written and caught inspiration 
from the scenes which thrilled the patriarchs and the prophets 
and the apostles. His feet have walked along the roads that his 
Savior traveled. To hear him preach and lecture, one at once 
knows that he is listening to a man who knows Gk)d and his Word. 

Dr. Jenkens served the churches at Biltmore and Waynesville, 
North Carolina, as a boy preacher, and edited for a while the 
Western North Carolina Baptist, published at Waynesville. These 
two pastorates were noted for the large increase in membership and 
the intensifying of missionary zeal. 

He then moved to Macon, Georgia, and served as the pastor of 
the Tattnall Square Baptist church of that beautiful city. This 
church is located on the groimds of Mercer University. He 
preached to many of the students and professors and drew a large 
congregation from all parts of the city. The handsome house of 
worship, which now adorns the campus of Mercer University, was 
begun and almost completed during his ministry. 
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He w&B then called to the East Side church, of Macon, Georgia, 
«here he led the church in a great missionary reviral, which was Uie 
sensatioa of the city and the Southern Baptist Convention. He 
completed the commodioos new church building. His wife, who 
Tas Miss Maryetta Sales, of hie native mountain country, lost her 
life in giving herself to the sick and distressed during an epidemic 
brought by the soldiers from Cuba. 

His next pastorate was Dublin, Georgia, for five years. Foot 
hundred were added to the church and the best Sunday-school 
building in the State at that time was erected, paid for, and dedi- 
cated, and the foundation of the new church was laid. The Sun- 
day-school was graded and the first card system of records in the 
State was introduced by Dr. Jenkens in this ficliool. 

In the Fall of 1906, he became pastor of the First Baptist church 
of Hopkinsville, Kentucky. One hundred and twenty-six were 
added to the church the first month as the result of a meeting he 
conducted. The church led the State that year in gifts to missions. 
The church building was enlarged to care for the largely increased 
Sunday-school and church congregations. Bethel College, of Hop- 
kinsville, Kentucky, gave him the degree of D.D, In the midst 
of this fruitful and happy pastorate, the First Baptist church at 
Athens, Georgia, — the home of the State University — called him. 
He accepted the call after two months of prayerful deliberation. 
As is Dr. Jenkens's custom, he began his ministry by conducting a 
revival meeting. One hundred and sixty-three joined the church 
from that meeting. The gifts to missions and other good causes 
were greatly increased. While pastor at Athena he was married 
to Miss Margaret Holman, who is to him a sympathetic and help- 
ful companion in his life and labors. 

His next pastorate was the First Baptist church, of Owens- 
horo, Kentucky. This proved to be a stormy one, for he fought 
the entrenched liquor business in the church, city, and county. He 
won a signal victory. He resigned the church and the membership 
voted unanimously, asking him not to leave them, but he felt that 
his ministry was needed in another field. 

The Twenty-Second and Walnut Street church of Louisville, 
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Kentucky^ the largest church in the State^ called him because of 
his record at Owensboro. This promised to be the greatest work 
of his life, but the heavy strain of the strenuous year at OweHs- 
boro told on him. The result was a long illness. He retired to 
his native mountains in North Carolina and for two years he 
fought for his life. He won and is now strong and vigorous. 

In the Autumn of 1915, he became pastor of the First Baptist 
church of Abilene, Texas, — the home of Simmons College, which 
1? one of the great schools of the West. Here, as at other plaoea, 
great success is crowning his labors. During his first year with 
this great church, 264 were received into its membership, and 
$40,294.48 contributed to the various causes. 

Dr. Jenkens is a gifted preacher and pastor, but perhaps his 
greatest gift is that of an evangelist. In the South and in the 
North his labors are in great demand. He usually spends several 
weeks every Summer preaching at Tent Evangel in New York 
City. He fills engagements also at many Bible conferences, both 
in the South and in the North. Truly is Dr. Millard Alf ord Jen- 
kens ^^a good minister of Jesus Chrisf He labors with a single 
and holy passion for his Lord and the souls of men. 
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JOSEPH WOOD BOBERT JENKINS. 



One of Georgia's most honored and 

^^^^^^ beloved pastors whose pstient, quiet man- 

^^^^^^^ ner, and beautiful Christian spirit have 

W ^H endeared him to all who have been privi- 

WBf ^IS^'^K leged to know him personally is Joseph 

Ij^^ ' ,^F Wood Robert Jenkins. He is devoted 

^^b*«i^H and loyal to every interest fostered by 

^^^|H^ . the Baptist brotherhood ; he loves his 

J^^ ^^^^ people and finds his greatest joy in min- 

^^U^ ^^^^^H istering to their spiritual needs. Hii 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^H daily walk and conversation are an ex- 

^^^^I^^^^^^^B ample of the highest 1?pe of Christian 

living. His home life, beautiful in its 

simplicity, his faithfulness in the matter of details, the little 

things, and bis devotion to duty have challenged the admiration 

of those who know him best. The purpose of this sketch is to give 

a brief history of his life. 

Mr. Jenkins was bom in Eatonton, Georgia, May 4, 1871. He 
began his school life at the age of seven and continued his studies 
until about twenty-five, in the following institutions, with the ex- 
ception of two years lost at about the age of thirteen due to an 
eye trouble: Eatonton Academy, Moreland Park Military Acade- 
my, where he took first honor, Mercer University, Macon, Georgia, 
University of Virginia, where he took his B.A. and M.A. degrees, 
and the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, where he took Th.B, 

He united with the Baptist church at Eatonton, Georgia, June 
11, 1886, and was baptized by Rev. F. C. McConnell, then pastor 
of the Eatonton Baptist church. He was converted some time 
previous to this in the city of Atlanta, Georgia. He was ordained 
to the ministry December 30, 1896, by the Hephzibah church, of 
the Hephzibah Association, Dr. J. H. TCilpatnck, Rev. J. H. Cars- 
well, Rev. C. M. Carswell, and Rev. C. M. Wilkinson, acting as 
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presbytery. He was pastor of the Hephzibah church from December, 
1896, to 1901 ; at Thomaston church, 1902 ; Senoia, 1903 to 1906, 
inclnsive; Zebulon, 1907 to the date of this sketch, 1916. During 
these years he has also served a number of other churches besides 
the above mentioned where he lived, three years at Warrenton, 
Georgia; one year at Mt. Zion in Burke county, Georgia; one 
year at Hopeful and Friendship; four at Sharpsburg; six at Hol- 
lonville; two at Mt. Zion, Pike county; four at Glenn Grove; two 
at Molena, five at Concord; two at Mcintosh, and one at Brooks, 
all in Georgia. 

For eight years he has been chairman of the Committee on Order 
of Business for the Flint River Association, seven years secretary 
of the Pastors' Conference of the Flint Biver Association. He has 
never missed a session of the Georgia Baptist Convention for twen- 
ty years nor the meetings of his associations for twenty-one years. 
He is also vice-president of the Foreign Mission Board of his 
Association and Associational District vice-president of the Sunday 
School Department of the Mission Board of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention. His work in the development of Sunday-schools in 
the churches at Zebulon, Glenn Grove, and Mcintosh has indeed 
been remarkable. In their order they rank A-1 among the South- 
em Baptist Sunday-schools, being three out of seventeen reported 
from Georgia in the year 1915. He has the distinction of being 
the only man in the South who is pastor of three A-1 Sunday- 
schools. 

Mr. Jenkins is a descendant of Bobert Jenkins who came 
from North Carolina in 1773 and settled in what was then a 
part of Wilkes county, near the North Ogoechee Biver, and who 
served in the Bevolutionary war. His father, William Franklin 
Jenkins, practiced law in Eatonton, Georgia, until his death, hav- 
ing served as jiul^o of the Ormulgee Circuit for eight years. Mr. 
Jenkins married Miss Sarah Brooks Kilpatrick, the daughter of 
Dr. J. H. Kilpatrick, of White Plains, Georgia, on February 19, 
1902. To this union there have been bom three children — Edna 
Perrin, Franklin Robert and Leila Head. An observant brother 
who has known him long and well bears this testimony to his 
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sterlmg worth: "He is the soul of honor, his modesty, Bincerit?, 
and faithfulness are unexcelled." 

In point of scholarship, Mr. Jenkins has few equals in the Bap- 
tist ministry. His early life vas spent in a literary atmosphere. 
Good books, literaiy, and religious journals abounded in the home 
of his youth and youn^ manhood, and neither time nor money 
was spared to give him the very best educational advantages. 
Withal, be has been a painstaking student all his life, and in addi- 
tion to bis technical training in the claesice and in theology, be has 
accumulated a good store of general information. In learning and 
in character and life he is an ornament to society and a distinct 
asset to the Baptist ministry. 



HENRY SEABORN JONES. 

When Sherman was making bis fa- 
mous trip through Georgia, some of bis 
men, is ttieir search for articles of value, 
while rummaging through a certain 
house on their route, spied a bundle 
neatly covered on tlie bed, and, proceed- 
ing to investigate in a hurried, domay 
and boisterous way, disturbed the inno- 
cent and peaceful slumber of the sub- 
ject of this sketch, then an infant in 
arms. The little rebel, though be had 
not then ever marched in a preparedness 
parade, nor attended a military sdiool, 
instinctively knew that eomethinfr must be done, and, having no 
better means at his command than bis lungs, he instantly pressed 
them into tolling service to good effect, so the tradition runs, for 
flie intruder beat a has^ retreat, remarking as he did so, "He 
bawls I" 

These same organs have served him well and profitably ever 
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smce^ as will be seen in the aooonnt of his sucessful career aa a 
lawyer and in the various civic and religious activities that have 
claimed his attention at different times. 

Henry Seaborn Jones^ the second son and third child of Thomas 
Jones and Eossie Elizabeth Handle (formerly "Eandolph*'), was 
born May 1, 1864^ on the plantation of his grandfather^ Judge 
Beverly Randolph^ in Burke county^ Georgia, on the road from 
Waynesboro to Savannah, and was reared on the plantation of his 
father, a few miles farther South, located on the main public road 
from Louisville to Savannah; — a road surveyed in 1797 by his 
great-grandfather, Judge Batt Jones, of the Inferior Court of 
Burke cx)unty, by appointment of Governor Jared Irwin, and an 
oflBcer in the Continental Army. 

A robust, sturdy boy living on the farm, he developed normally, 
as most coimtry boys do, and in 1872 began school in what was 
known in the community as "Greensboro Academy,'* taught by 
Miss M. Addie Gaskin, who later became Mrs. J. Miller Stallings, 
and afterwards was taught by a kinsman. Dr. Bobert Thompson. 
Later he entered the school of which his uncle, Batt Jones, was a 
benefactor, located at Hephzibah, in Bichmond county, known aa 
''Hephzibah High School,** where he received first honor at his 
graduation in 1881. 

Besides being the maternal grandson of a Methodist steward, he 
became the ward of his cousin, the famous Baptist minister. Dr. 
Washington L. Kilpatrick, in whose home he boarded while attend- 
ing school in Hephzibah, — his father having died in 1875. 

Entering Mercer University at Macon, (Jeorgia, in the Pall of 
1881, he came under the influence of those giant intellects, the 
leading teachers there — Battle, Brantley, Sanford, Steed, and Wil- 
lett. While in college he joined the Kappa Alpha Fraternity and 
later was elected president of their convention held in Augusta in 
1889. He was also converted while attending Mercer in the Sum- 
mer of 1883, and was baptized in the rock pool at Hephzibah by 
Dr. Washington L. Kilpatrick. The year of his graduation he was 
a member of the victorious team that vanquished Emory College 
in joint debate, the meet being held at Griffin, (Jeorgia. 
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ShoTtl; after he received the first hosor and his AJB. de$;Tea 
from Mercer University, in June 1884, he was elected prindpal of 
the school at Litbonia, Georgia, for the Summer session in 1884, 
and went from there to become principal of Spalding Seminar;, at 
Honteznma, Georgia, in the Fall of 1884, where he tao^t two 
years, being superintendent of the Spalding Sunday School at the 
same time. He was elected a teacher in Richmond Academy, An- 
gUBta, Georgia, in 1886, and taught there a year before beginning 
to read law, under the late Hon. Frank H. Miller, one of the ablest 
men in the Georgia bar. 

Admitted to the bar April 30, 1888, in Augusta, Georgia, he 
has had a continuously successful career there in his profession, and 
has accumulated sufficient property to provide for himself and his 
family very comfortably already. There is one feature of his life 
which has meant a great deal more to him than it does to thou- 
sands of others who do the same thing daily, that is, he became a 
"commuter" even before he established his ofBce in Augusta, going 
back and forth from his residence at Hephzibah continuously, with 
one or two short intermptions. Besides becoming acqoainted with 
a large number of the passengers who travel over the Augusta 
Soathem Railroad on which he makes his daily trip, be has been 
used as an "accommodator" to such an ext«nt as to become an in- 
atitution about which a well-known local bard was le'd to indite a 
poem, and journalists have made mention of this unique relation- 
ahip. He had a taste of practical businese experience before be- 
ginning his professional career, for when he reached his majority 
in 188S, he was made guardian of his father's estate, and has 
managed this property wisely and profitably since then. 

Although Henry S. Jones, of Hephzibah and Augusta, Georgia, 
never in his life has had any military connection, he is known to 
thousands of folks in Eastern Georgia and Western South Carolina, 
as well as other places throughout the South, as "Colonel" Jonet. 
In this official title, affectionately conferred by a regardful people, 
lies an index to the character and standing of this strong man and 
good Baptist. In the formation of this great Republic of the free, 
orders and titles of nobility were forbidden, yet, democratic as tbey 
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are, it is customAry with the people of this ooimtry, and especially 
of Gkorgia, always to associate with the Datnre of a citizen the 
title of any office, military or civil, that he may have held, eyen 
v.'hen his c-oniie<tioii with it has ceased. They even go further. 
When there stands forth some knightly man, who has never filled 
any of those titled stations, but who by reason of his character and 
attainments towers above his fellows, by common consent they dub 
him, as a token of their esteem and regard, with some patent of 
nobility that is fitting to his life's work. Thus has Henry S. Jones 
acquired within the bounds of the Hephzibah Baptist Association, 
and far beyond its borders, the unofficial designation of Colonel. 
Whatever idea others may entertain of the "Georgia Colonel,'* and 
his place in the commonwealth, in this case and to this people the 
cognomen retains all the elements of its original military signifi- 
cance — Leadership. 

His church and denomination have repeatedly honored him sig- 
nally. In 1886-7 he was clerk of the Hephzibah Baptist church, 
of which he was later superintendent of the Sunday-school for four- 
teen years, beginning in 1900; in 1892 he was clerk of the First 
Baptist church, of Augusta, Georgia, and was superintendent of 
Berean Sunday-school at the same time for a year; in 1893 he was 
President of the Richmond County Sunday School Association. 

Deciding in 1902 to have a little more variety in life, he married, 
on July 13, Miss Anna Willie Hughes, who survived a little more 
than two years, dying a day after the birth of her only child, 
Willie H. H. Jones, Aug. 4, 1904, who still survives. 

He has been a Master Mason for a number of years, and served 
as Worshipful Master of his Lodge, Richmond No. 412, P. ft A. M. 
at three different times; and in 1912 became a Woodman of the 
World. 

A regular and faithful attendant on the annual sessions of his 
Association, the Hephzibah, he was elected Moderator of this body 
in 1903 and 1904, after having served twice previously as vice- 
Moderator, and was President of the Sunday School Workers' Con- 
vention, Hephzibah Association, from 1903 until 1911. 

He was married a second time April 20, 1910, to Miss Kathleen 
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Lacy MosB, hie present wife, and mother of their two dan^ten, 
Carlton and Margaret 

In 1909 he wae elected vice-preeident of the Georgia Anti-Salo<m 
League, and in the same year made President of the Richmond 
County Law Enforcement Committee; in 1913 he was chosen as 
chairman of the Democratic Executive Committee of Richmond 
county, and has been re-elected each year since as chairman. In 
1915 he delivered the literary address at the commencemoit of 
Mercer TTnivereily, and in 1916 was made a trostee of Beorie Tift 
College, Forsyth, Georgia. For a number of years he has been 
a member of the Executive Committee of the Hephzibah Baptiit 
AseociatioD, and ie secretary of this committee at the present time, 
and for several years has served as a member of the Board of 
Charities of Bichmond comity. He is at present assisting a young 
minister to get his education at Mercer Univereity. 

As a citizen Henry S. Jones stands foursquare for civic right- 
eousness and as a Baptist layman he is loyal to his diurcb and 
pastor and denomination. Ha is truly an nuBglfinh aad generooB 
man and an exemplary Christian gentleman. 
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THOMAS JEFFERSON JONES. 




Dr. Thomas Jefferson Jones wab bom 
in Troup connty, Georgia, on August 
11th, 1849. Hifl parents were Thomaa 
Johnson Jones and Winnie Trimble. His 
parents were Baptists. His father was 
a deacon and was diurcb clerk, and was 
a man of great osefolness in his neigh- 
borhood. Thomas Jefferson Jones en- 
tered the TTniversity of Georgia in Jan- 
uary, 1869, in the Junior class, and 
graduated from that institntion in the 
class of 1S70, taking eighth place in a 
class of forty members. While in college he joined the Eappa 
Alpha Fraternity. After graduating from the University he read 
medicine in the office of Drs. Mclver and Bagland, Hogansrille, 
Georgia. In 1871 he attended for a term the Medical College at 
Louisville, Kentucky. In the Fall of 1872 he entered The Jeffer- 
son Medical College, at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from which in- 
stitution he f;raduateil in 1873. Later ho fitniliod the ear, eye, and 
throat under Dr. Hermann Knapp, and under other, noted special- 
ists. He attended the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New 
York City, for several months. At various times he attended 
Polyclinics in New York City; and in 1903 attended Polydinics 
in Philadelphia. He practiced his profession in HogansTille, 
Georgia, from 1873 until 1885, at which time he moved to New- 
nan, Georgia, where he practiced his profession until his deal^ in 
191C. lu IDOd lie was elected tirst president of the Coweta Coun- 
ty Medical Society. Dr. Jones always had a large and IncratiTe 
practice and enjoyed the love and confidence of his patients, the 
respect and regard of his fellow practitioners, and he achieved 
distinction in his profession. While Me practice was of a general 
nature, for years a large portion of it was office work in the ear, 
eye, and throat, and in this special work he was particularly in- 
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terested, and in it be performed manj operations of varied and 
difficult nature with excellent results. 

As a buBinesa man, his Bonnd jndgment, his integri^, his con- 
BdeationBiieBs in performing his dniy were Mghly valued b; his 
fellow citizens, and they bestowed upon him various important 
positions of trust. Since 1897 he had been a director of the New- 
nan Cotton Mills, and during this time be saw the capital of tiia 
Mills increased from $70,000.00 in 1897, to $500,000.00 in 1916. 
He had been a director of the Coweta National Bank since its 
organization in 1901. In 1896 and 1897 he was a member of the 
Board of Aldermen of tiie City of Newnan. He was blessed with 
considerable property holdings and a beautiful home, but it has 
been the pride of those to whom he was nearest and dearest that 
he bad never knowingly been guilty of hardness or unfair dealing. 

Dr. Jones bad been twice married. On September 28th, 1871, 
be married Miss Virginia Savannah Johnston, a resident of Troup 
county, Georgia. They bad seven children; Jesse L., Johnston, 
Fannie Virginia. John Littleton, William J., Emmett, and Earnest. 
Of these all died in infancy, or when quite young, except Fannie 
Virginia and John Littleton. Fannie Virginia is now the wife 
of Howard C. Glover, one of the younger deacons of the Central 
Baptist church, Newnan, Georgia. John Littleton is practicing 
law in Newnan. In 1885 Mrs. Virginia Savannah Jones died at 
the early age of 31 years. On April 5th. 1891, Dr. Jones married 
Miss Mary Gibson, of Newnan, Georgia, who now survives. In 
both of his marriages Dr. Jones was greatly blessed in his help- 
meets. Both of his wives were among the best of women, splendid 
Christian characters, sensible, energetic, spiritual, home mak- 
ers, devoted to good works, women of faith, beloved and re- 
spected by all who knew them. Mrs. Mary Gibson Jones is the 
teacher of the Women's Bible Class of the Central Baptist church, 
Newnan, has been president of the Sarah Hall Missionary Society 
of this church, was a member of the Executive Board of the W. B. 
M, TJ. of Georgia, and is the present treasurer of the \V, B. M. IT. 
of the Western Association of Georgia. 

Dr. Jones was converted while a student of the University of 
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G^rgia. He joined the Baptist church at Hogansville^ Georgia, 
in 1875^ being baptized by Bev. H. Jackson. He was ordained 
deacon in this church in 1878, one of the presbytery ordaining him 
being Rev. H. B. Hardin. On moving to Newnan in 1885 he 
placed his letter in the Newnan Baptist church, of which Dr. J. H. 
Hall was pastor, and served as a deacon in this chnrch until 1897, 
when the Central Baptist church of Newnan was constituted. He 
was one of the charter members of the latter church, and continued 
to serve as a deacon therein until his decease in 1916. He had 
charge of the communion service, having succeeded Mr. R. D. 
Cole of revered memory, who had served in that capacity for half 
a century. 

Dr. Jones, in all the walks of life, was upright and honorable, a 
man clean in life and in speech. He was a sincere man, a man 
with a keen sense of duty, a conscientious man, a clean-cut man, 
with no patience with sham, hypocrisy, and vain show, in what- 
ever form it might appear. He never knowingly spoke unkindly 
of others, and made a poor listener to those who did. He was a 
forceful man, a man of strong convictions, a man of fine common 
sense, a man that thought for himself, and he had the courage to 
express his opinions at all times and upon all occasions when it 
was fitting and proper to do so. 

He practiced both wise economy and wise generosity. To good 
causes, he was generous. He was a home-loving man, and de- 
lighted to have his family, his children, grandchildren, and friends 
around him in his home. He had ever been a friend to his pastor, 
and he was known for his hospitality to visiting ministers. 

He was an earnest Christian man, a man of strong faith, a man 
of prayer. He was not a bigot, but he was a Baptist through and 
through, a Missionary Baptist; he loved the Baptist cause, and 
was devoted to his church. His fellow church members loved hiyn , 
and had great respect for his judgment and character. 

^T3is pastor testifies that he was a man of great devotion to his 
church. He loved all of its services and work. In the midst of a 
busy practice, he always made his engagements adapt themselves 
to his hours of worship. He loved the truth, and held steadfastly 
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to it. The Word of God wae very dear to him. He was lender- 
hearted, prayerful, a good hearer, and a lover of the gospel. For 
some years he had been the senior deacon of the church. A good, 
safe adviser; the friend and helper of the pastor; a good and true 
man in all the relations of life." 

Xote : Dr. Jonea passed avay Jtine 36th, 1916. 



WILLIAM SHELTON KEESE. 




The subject of this sketch was bom in 
Randolph county, Georgia, on the first 
day of May, 1873. He is the son of 
Elisha Harrison and Henrietta Knigh- 
ton Keese. His parents were bom in 
South Carolina, in the Edgefield Dis- 
trict, but came with their families early 
in their childhood to Georgia. The sec- 
tion in which they located was a pecu- 
liarly delightful one. It was near Cuth- 
bert, a town of much culture and re- 
ligious influence. The coonty in which 
they lived has produced many of the 
leading citizen of the Empire State ofthe South. 

Will, as he is familiarly known, spent his boyhood days on the 
farm, doing the many things incident to the life of the active boy 
in such communities. But his education was not neglected. He 
attended the public schools of his neighborhood, and even at an 
early age manifested a strong desire to have a well-rounded educa- 
tion. After completing the work of the Benevolence Granunar 
School, the public school near his old home, Mr. Keese attended 
the Lumpkin Academy, Lumpkin, Georgia. After finishing the 
course there, be felt he should continue his studies, and accord- 
ingly planned to enter Mercer ITniversity, Macon, Georgia. He 
began his college course in the Fall of 1890, and in 1894 he was 
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graduated from this institution with distinction, having oompleted 
the A.B. course. 

His love for learning led him to accept a position with the John 
Gibson Institute at Bowman, (Georgia, to which position he was 
elected immediately after his graduation from Meroer University. 
He taught in this institution from 1894 to 1897. While at the 
John Gibson Institute, Mr. Keese, or Prof. Keese, as he was then 
known^ taught Greek and Higher Mathematics. 

In 1897, he was elected as superintendent of the schools at Fort 
Gaines, Georgia, a thriving littie city near his old home. He held 
this position until 1901, when he was elected President of Bethel 
College, a denominational institution located at Guthbert, Geor- 
gia, the county seat of Bandolph, the county in which Mr. Keese 
was bom. 

All of these positions were filled in an acceptable manner, the 
young teacher being intensely interested in the training of those 
over whom he was placed. 

But God had another work for him. Early in life, at the age 
of thirteen, Will had given his heart to Jesus. That vision of the 
Christ which was his when he was saved was ever before him. As 
the years came and went, Christ was more real and more precious 
to him. As he was teaching boys and girls the things which help 
for this life; he was also imparting to them great spiritual les- 
sons suitable not only for this life but for that which is to come. 

Though he had never been licensed by any church to preach, and 
though he had not said much, if anvthing, about preaching, the 
Baptist church at Morris Station, (Joorgia, extended him a call to 
become their pastor. His interest in things spiritual, his conse- 
cration and earnestness in matters of God, and his public utter- 
ances had attracted this church to him. It was not onlv a call 
of the church, but it was also a call of God. The pastorate was 
accepted, and he was ordained in March, 1902, by the old home 
church, Benevolence, to the full work of the gospel ministry. The 
presbytery consisted of Revs. M. B. L. Binion, W. W. Mabry, and 
Alex. E. Keese. The last-named member is an elder brother of 
the subject of this sketch. 



BAPTIST BIOGRAPHY 237 

Alvays deeiring to be prepared for the work to Thich called, Mr. 
Keeee attended ilie Moody Bible Institute during the Summer, 
and also the Southern Baptist Theological SemiDarj at LooisTille, 
Kentucky. 

Before his entrance into the Seminary, however, he had served 
as pastor, not only for the chorch at Morris Station, but also the 
Midway church, the Elim church, the County Line church, and 
Benevolence church, the one in which he was converted and or- 
dained. All these churches were located near his birthplace. 

After a course of a year and a half at the Seminary, Mr. Eeem 
was called to Hie work of assistant pastor of the First Baptist 
church, Chattanooga, TennesBce. This is one of the best chnrchefl 
in the Southern Baptist Convention, located in the heart of Hta 
growing city at the foot of Lookout Mountain. Dr. Howard L. 
Jones was pastor of the church. He and Mr. Keese made a splen- 
did team, and together they did great things in the old First 
church. 

His present pastorate at Highland Park Baptist church began in 
January, 1908. Highland Park is one of the most popular resi- 
dential sections of Chattanooga. When ilie church, located in Haa 
section, needed a pastor, they turned tbeir attention to the one 
vho was giving sadi splendid satisfaction at the First church, and 
asked him to become their leader. The community was a rapidly 
growing one, and presented splendid opportunities. The work 
was accepted. During the pastorateof Mr. Keese, the growUi of 
the church has been phenomenal. From a membership of one 
hundred and twenty, the Sunday-echool has grown to a member- 
ship of four hundred and fifty. The net membership of the 
church has grown from 800 to 490. The offerings to missiona 
and benevolences have increased sixfold. 

Mr. Keese's training as a teacher has left its impress upon him 
as a preacher. He teaches hia people. This does not mean that 
he is not a soul winner, for the greater part of the ingathering in 
the pastorate has come in during the regular services of the 
church. Mr. Keese has the shepherd's heart. He is a pastor in- 
deed. The sick, the needy, the discouraged, the stranger, all 
know him, and welcome him into their homes. 
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He is also mterested in the general totIc of hu denominatioii, 
aod in all matters educational and social. He is President of the 
City Uiesion Board of Chattanooga, President of the Executive 
Committee of his association, and a member of many other boards 
and committees pertaining to the welfare of his aty and com- 
munity. 

Xo sketch of Mr. Keeee would be complete without mentiooiiig 
his wife, who has been a helpmeet indeed to him. She was Mias 
Lucy M. Beall, daughter of Captain Sam Beall, of Lumpkin, 
Georgia. To them have been bom four sons and two daughters. 
The intellectuality, training, and spirituality of these godly serr- 
ants make them a great power for usefulness wherever they labor. 
They have wrought well for the Kaster but should their lives be 
spared they will do a still greater work. 



DANIEL WEBSTER KEY. 



Within recent years there has been 
noted in Baptist circles a wholesome in* 
terchange between the Southwestern part 
of the Southern Convention with the 
Eastern part in ministers. The subject 
of this sketch has the distinction of hav- 
ing been probably the first native Texan 
to come Eastward to the old South region 
and give his life to the work of the 
ministry. 

Bom April 14, 1864, in Panola coun- 
ty, Texas, Daniel Webster Key was 
roared in Clinton, Tennessee. He went 
through the high school at Clinton and graduated from Carson 
and Newman College with the first honor of hia class in 1879, tak- 
ing the degree of A.B. Teaching for a year in the college, he 
went to the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 1880, where 
he spent two years. 
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Mr. Ke; began iaa miniBtry as pastor of the Mt. Carmel and 
St. Matthews charches in Orangeburg county, South Carolina, in 
1882, receiving ordination in that year at Mt. Carmel chnrch. 
After two years he removed to Willieton, South Carolina, where 
he had a happy and most successful and useful pastorate for about 
eight years. During this pastorate he preached at Rosemary and 
other country churches and was most useful to denominational in- 
terests in the entire countryside. While at Williston he helped to 
establish one of the early Baptist high schools in the State, and was 
elected the first principal of this school, until he secured as his 
successor. Col. F. N. K. Bailey, now president of the Bailey Mili- 
tary Institute for boys at Greenwood, South Carolina. 

In 1892 Mr. Key married Miss Sarah Mcintosh Norwood and re- 
moved to Society Hill, Darlington county, where he was pastor of 
tiie Welsh Neck church for two years. There he was one of the 
founders of the Welsh Neck Associational School, which finally 
evolved into the Cokcr College at HartsvUle, South Carolina. He 
accepted a call to the Rutherford Street church, GreenviUe, South 
Carolina, at the close of the year 1894, and entered upon its pas- 
torate at once. While in Greenville he served as trustee of both 
Furman University and Greenville Female College, and also lec- 
tured and taught in each institution. 

For a time he was associate editor of the Baptist Courier. He 
was president of the South Carolina Stete Convention two years, 
1901 and 1902, and was both popular and efficient as a presiding 
officer. -He was active in starting the Board of Ministerial Educa- 
tion and in founding Connie Maxwell Orphanage at Greenwood, 
and the Baptist Ministers' Mutual Benefit Association, all of South 
Carolina. He had positions offered bim in connection wiOi echoole 
and colleges and various denominational agencies, but he adhered 
to the pastorate. 

When Furman University was temporarily without a president, 
Dr. Key canvassed the State of South Carolina for students for the 
institution and for the College for Women at Greenville. The de- 
gree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him by Carson and 
Newman College. After eleven years of distinguished service an 
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pastor of the Butherford Street church, in which he greatly en- 
deared himself both to the church and the entire community^ and 
during which time a new house of worship was built in a central 
location and the name of the church changed to Central Baptist 
church. Dr. Key retired from its pastorate. 

In 1905 he accepted the call of the church at Washington, Geor- 
gia, and from that time until now, 1916, he has been a highly 
valued member of the (xeorgia Baptist ministerial fraternity. His 
removal from South Carolina left an almost poignant sense of loss 
in the hearts of the brotherhood of that State. Scarcely a man, 
out of the many fine spirits who served South Carolina Baptists in 
the ministry, was held in more universal esteem for his own sake 
and for the sake of his great interest in every work of the king- 
dom. Both in counsel and in active deeds Dr. Key made for 
himself a place in South Carolina Baptist life which will remain 
fresh and beautiful as long as any persons live who were conversant 
with his worth and work. 

Eleven more years have now passed of this honored servant of 
the Master. He has won for himself among Georgia Baptists the 
same warm esteem and confidence of the brotherhood which he 
had in the Palmetto State. During his six years' pastorate at 
historic Washington, he led the church forward in improving its 
property and in maintaining an aggressive life. He made frequent 
visits to the churches of the Association to help them in their Au- 
gust meetings or in the general meetings, speaking in behalf of 
whatever interests there are in our Baptist co-operative work. In- 
deed, one of the outstanding gifts of Dr. D. W. Key is his ability 
to enter with liis whole heart and energy into the whole life of 
the whole Baptist body, wherever there may be an opportunity for 
it to express itself. And this is not less true with the remotest and 
smallest church and its needs than in the greatest conventions and 
counsels of the denomination. 

Early in 1912, Dr. Key accepted the pastorate of Monroe Baptist 
church, where he is still in charge. During his service at Monroe 
he has led tlie congregation in building a commodious house of 
worship, costing about $28,000. 




BAPTIST BIOGRAPHY 241 

Dr. Key has been a frequent contributor to the denominational 
press. His articles have invariably been infonning and attractive. 
There is a Bweet reasonableness in his method of writing and speak- 
ing whidi wins to him both the reader and hearer. His tract, 
"What is Russellism?" published by the Christian Index and later 
by the Sunday School Board at Nashville, has had a Urge and 
osefnl circulation. 

Since his ordination, in 1883, Dr. Key haa been continuonsly 
and most usefully engaged in high and useful service and during 
all that while he has never held a pastorate to which he would 
not be welcomed back again. Very few vacations have come to 
this busy and honored man of Qod. Most of the vacations granted 
by his churches have been spent in helping other pastors in evangeU 
istic meetings. He has been an earnest and influential advocate 
of Women's vrork. Young People's work, Sunday-Bchools, missions, 
colleges, and indeed everything to which our Baptist body is com- 
mitted. He has been in frequent demand for sermons and ad- 
dresses at college and school commencements and for public serv- 
ice in connection with civil life in the communities where he haa 
lived. 

Dr. Key is not yet an old man, but it can be said of him that 
his life has been full of good deeds and that the measure is being 
heaped up more and more in each succeeding year. Scholarly and 
gift«d as a thinker and sermonizer, he has coveted no gift that did 
not aid him in a fuller service to his brethren. He has won from 
all who know him love, because he has an unusual gift for loving 
others. As be grows in years this distinguished brother is grow- 
ing rich and beautiful, both in happy memories of the past and in 
those services for men which enrich at once those who receive and 
him who gives. No religious body has in its possession a more 
priceless gift than the allegiance and service of such men as Dr. 
Daniel Webster Key. 







I >ar< rar :ae -wr^am. if "stt rctuzfe. 

li. "^nmaf "mihi'i-i iii. ma ^d adiCT. 

i. rBsijwa 31 :±K ima;^ if A> Amsi* 
I az^ 3«<^ux±iii. jQnaJu: s betas Its cod* 

nor-, ii Tbioia. sado- dw 
I icaiiiiwf if ^3e Kie Siiizc. » Oele- 
ctj". ia, <34uczi«. Witii Iiiai 
! 3fv. lEltir Kedsw. a Bap- 
[j -firziLpL Oxi-nhorpe and ad- 
joir..i? ■/.■:::--!■ i^^i ■»*» :[iii :f ^bi crsaEiaer? of die Baptist Con- 
fiT.'.-.r.. ;i ^'rv.rT.i. ~^ "i— the kc cf Thon** T ^Ttifpnni , nur. 
r.*/: •..-.-» ;A.j~vr ,f :h.- It. 3L'?<i*:«f. a^d th-ev "aw.-ame the grand- 
frfi.-»r."? of *:.•? -I'^-rt:-: .:f -^jj liTT^c: for fr-i^ci this anioD then 
A-.r^:.-.' •-. ■ :-.—■ mV': SvIti^^s fj" J— "■ irhoee memoiy is still 
!ti/:^:.- -.::.■ :.s 'r-.rr-i Bapr:*:^. Fr-:-" b-isi and the gracioiu 
a:.': . . ; f.;.;^* '.'.'.:.----, tt.^ -ia'jjhrer ■:■: '.'J-rt-jral Eli Warren, of 
It'. ■■•',:. '•. .:.':. (,- rr.i. zt-iT'i can:-^ i::to a life of constant an-* 
fa.!.'.f,l i!..:.:-'rj. U".;.:an-, Warren LaE'irjm, wh.> was bora in 
SU'::., f,-..T-i.-A. Jii.'.^iary 13, 1S53. 

H,-: f;it;:.r IrK-.in:.' l',Tatc-fI ia Savannah. Gir-rjia. in 1S59. the lad 
V.,: f'-af'-'l :tj tiiaf. fam'jiii city, trained in th^ renowned Chatham 
ArudijMV, wii'-n- 111' Wii- /itti.-d for entrance into llercer University, 
M'i'''(i, ';'''.r;.'i:i. wliirc having partially completed the junior year, 
Jji- if,l(T'''l lifiHTi ('niiiTsity, irraduating there as A.B. in June, 
I't/H, Itiiriiij,' tin- rc-iidcnnf! in Savannah he became the subject 
<rf cririvi-ilii.j' i,'nic'- ittxl wnfl baptized in the First church of that 
rilv. Miirrb V.'., IM'K;, bi'iiif; thirteen years of njre. His call to the 
iiiitijiili'v wii'i I'-ry ciiilnit even in those tender vears, and two veara 



BAPTIST BIOaEAPHT 248 

after his graduation from college he vas formally ordaiaed into 
the Baptist minlBtry in Jefferson, Texas, May, 1874, dnring the 
BesBioDS of the Soathern Baptist Convention, to become pastor of 
the church at Shieveport, LoolBiana. It was a notable preBbjtery 
that thna set him apart, in which the names of John A. Broadus, 
n. A. Tapper, William WOliams, Wm. Carey Crane, and D. C. 
Daniel appear. 

His pastorate at Shreveport continued from May, 1874, to Feb- 
ruary, 1876, when he was called to the First church, of Augusta, 
Georgia, in whose house of worship the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion was organized. He had married Miss Ida Louise Dunster, a 
descendant in the eighth generation from that Henry Dunster who 
was the first president of Harvard University, and in the memory 
of her lovely character and influence the brass memorial reading- 
desk stands in the pulpit of the honse of worship at Augusta. His 
brilliant preaching and effective influence induced the Second 
church, of Richmond, Virginia, to call him to that prominent pas- 
torate, which gave him an opportunity for a wider fame. Here he 
continued from December, 1883, for fourteen years, and here he 
was bereaved of his vrife, their two children remaining to adorn 
prominent and useful stations in life. In September, 1896, he was 
the pastor of the First Baptist church, of Atlanta, Georgia, where 
he ably succeeded the eloquent J. B. Hawthorne, continuing his 
efficient work, which culminated in the erection of the splendid 
new edifice on the most prominent avenue of that beautiful citv. 
From Atlanta he was called to the Broadway church, of Louisville, 
Kentucky, beginning his pastorate in February, 1909. During his 
ministerial career his service has been amid the important churches 
of Southern Baptists, located in their chief cities and centers of 
Baptist influence and power. In the meanwhile, he was again 
married to Miss Lottie Baylor, of Virginia, who was the daughter 
cf that general, W. S. H. Baylor, who was killed at Second Manas- 
sas, while leading the Stonewall Brigade in that sanguinary strug- 
gle. From this marriage there are four children, distinguished 
for their attainments and adorning their positions in life. 

Dr. Landrum has been called into responsible denominational 
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positionB all through his career. He has been a trustee of Mercer 
University^ of Biehmond College, and is now vice-president of 
the trustees of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis- 
ville, Kentucky. He has been prominent in the Foreign Miaaioii 
and Home Mission Boards of the Convention, for a time Preddeiit 
of the latter; on the Executive Committee of the Baptist Worid 
Alliance, and three times called to the presidency of institatioiii 
of learning, which he dedined to remain in the pastorate. 

His cheerful and buoyant disposition, the apotheosis of mmahiiie^ 
and his unfaltering optimism constitute him an ever-welcome oomer 
into social life and the center of the intellectual dubs and such like 
organizations which great cities afford. With a manliness that in- 
vites confidence, he is able to interest men in their social aide and 
to lead them into the higher life of religious experience. "His 
learning has brought him the honorary degree of D.D. from Wash- 
ington and Lee University, and LL.D. from the University of 
Qeorgia. His friendships are true and self-sacrificing. Through- 
out his whole career he has won the confidence and affection of 
those to whom a ministry, singular in its tenderness, has won him 
the enviable designation of a friend to man while being true to 
God. 
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JOHN BENJAMIN LAWEENCE. 

Joho Benjainin Lawrence was the 
first child in a family of two sons and 
three daughters. He was bom near 
Steen's Creek, Rankin county, MissiS' 
sippi, July lOtb, 1875. His parents 
were leaac Bass and Exa Williamson 
Lawrence. His forbears were farmers; 
Bona of toil and of the soil. Jobn Benja- 
min grew up as it were between the plow 
handles and like other coontry boys 
began hia education in the county school- 
house and the country chorch. Both 
factors had much to do toward his future 
development. 

He was converted at the age of thirteen. His ordination as a 
minister of the gospel took place just ten years latw, in old Ut. 
Fisgah church, Rankin county, Mississippi. 

He entered Mississippi College in 1896 ; from whidi institution 
he was graduated with the degree of B^. in 1899 and the degree 
of M.A. in 1901. 

Dr. Lawrence was married to Miss Helen Alford in 1900. To 
them have been given five children. Three charming young daugh> 
ters grace their home. Two bods, the eldest and the youngest of 
the family, both went back to God, thus marking the lives of the 
parents with an undeflnable sorrow bat sanctifying them with a 
great-hearted sympathy. 

While a student in college he wa8 pastor of a number of country 
churches, meeting the entire expense of his education in this man- 
ner. Among these were Sharon, Lone Pine, Black Jack, Oakdale, 
and Mars Hill, — churdies well known in his State as centa« of 
wide-felt influence. Their "Boy Preacher"— for his very youthful 
appearance gained for him this tide — was greatly beloved and much 
appreciated by these country folk, who knew the gospel when thev 
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heard it^ and he is remembered yet with pleasure and pride by the 
congregations he served during his college days. 

Shortly after his graduation from Mississippi College, Dr. Law- 
rence was called to the church at Oreenwood, Mississippi. From 
there he went to Tennessee where he labored for six years, serving 
two of West Teiinossee's strongest churches, Brownsville and Hum- 
boldt The Humboldt church, during his pastorate, led the 
churches in Tennessee in mission offerings. From Humboldt he 
went to New Orleans, Louisiana, and for nearly seven years labored 
in that city. During this period he acted for one year as Ciorre- 
sponding Secretary for the State Convention Board of Louisiana, 
and edited for several years, in connection with his pastoral work, 
^^The Baptist Chronicle,'' the organ of the Louisiana State Con- 
vention. 

In 1912 he accepted the pastorate of the First church, Columbus, 
Mississippi. While serving this people, he was elected Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the Baptist State Convention Board of Missis- 
sippi, located at Jackson. He still holds this office, 1916, and eadi 
successive year is considered by his people as mor^ and more indis- 
pensable. 

Several striking characteristics make of J. Benjamin Lawrence 
a man of power and influence. He is filled with his own resources, 
he has his own clear-cut opinions about things, and he delights in 
the big and courageous thing. Marked individuality and fixed de- 
termination stand out prominently in his make-up. In whatso- 
ever company he may be, he is easily noted as one whose opinions 
are not only sought, but courted. Another characteristic is his 
very broad optimism. He never loses faith in his Maker, nor his 
fellowman. His genial manner and his ability to mix with all 
classes with unconscious ease make for himself almost imiversal 
friendship. His intellectual ability is regarded as far above Hie 
average. Both as a speaker and as a writer he leaves the impress 
of his mind upon his audiences. 

He is a ready, though not a prolific writer, and has given the 
denomination some literature that will last. His two books, 
*Tower for Service" and the "Biology of the Cross,'* have met the 
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critic's eye with favor and approval. Hia "Doctrines of ttie Les- 
sons" in tlie Convention Teacher for the past fonr years have at- 
tracted wide attention from scholars of all denominationfi. Since 
he has not yet reached life's meridian there is abundant promise of 
literary treats from his gifted pcai. 

But it is as a speaker that Dr. Lawrence moet excels. He is in 
truth a bom orator. Then because he has always loved to speak, 
he has not "neglected the gift that is within him." As a college 
student he stood first among his classmen as an orator. He tm 
chosen to represent his college in the Inter-State Contest in 
Oratory during his Senior year, and won over all contestant! from 
other State colleges. As the years have passed his interest in this 
important phase of his life work has not lagged. He is to-day con- 
sidered one of the most polished speakers of the denomination. He 
is mach sought after as a speaker not only in the pulpit but on the 
forum. Those who know him most intimately recognize that Hia 
power as an orator does not spring alone from his well-ronndAd 
sentences, to which be gives time and thought, but rather to ttie 
fullness of his consecration to his hi^ catling. 

As a denominational leader he ranks among the first in his own 
State and in the South. Few men at his age have attained &e 
position among the brotherhood which he holds, a position wbidi 
is well merited. Not only does he rank among the first of bis 
own denomination, but he stands among the front rank of citizens 
in his State. The Oovemor recognizing his ability appointed him 
as one of the trustees of the Industrial School created by the legis- 
lature of 1916, and his fame having gone abroad the editors of 
"Who's Who in America" thought it worth while to place a 
biographical sketch of him in the 1916 issue of this wei^tj 
publication. 

These honors and distinctions have not, however, caused any 
undue self-ezaltation. Dr. Lawrence is the same humble, retir- 
ing genial fellow he was when a echoolboy. In fact ao retiring is 
his disposition that his friends, who are conscious of his worthy 
have had to bring him forth and thrust upon him the responsibili- 
ties which he is bearing so well. He is now devoting hia whola 
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Boul to the task, as he defines it, of "Making MisalBBippl 8 Baptist 
Empire for World Conquest for tiie Cross." 

He is a self-made man and stands as an inspiratioD to everj 
aepiTing youUi in the land. Hard vork, dose i^plicatioii, and an 
unswerving purpose, these are the things that have helped to make 
him what he is. 



SAMUEL PEEBIN LINDSET. 




Just before the Civil War, on the IBth 

J day of September, 1858, near the village 
of Baena Vista, Monroe county, Ala- 
bama, came into this beautiful world a 
little red'headed boy, whom his parents 
saw fit to name Samuel, his full name 
being Samuel Perrin Lindsey. Hit 
father, William Kyser Lindsey, was a 
son of Bev. Tmryin W. Lindaey, one of 
our well-known pioneer Baptist preach- 
ers, who, after many years of labor for 
the Master, died near Buena Vista, Mon- 
roe county, Alabama, and now rests by 
the side of his godly wife, and one well-known pioneer preacher, 
J. J. Sesaions, in Buena Vista cemetery. 

Samuel Perrin Lindsey's mother was Miss Harriett Newell Wig- 
gins, bom in Conecuh county, Alabama, but lived the greater part 
of her life in Monroe county, Alabama, vhere she and William 
Eyser Lindsey were married in Concord church, Buena Vista, Mon- 
roe county, Alabama, by Kev. J. J. Sessions, December 5th, 1852. 
This godly father and mother lived together only about ten years. 
During this time, this son, Samuel Perrin, two daughters, Cornelia 
Hastletine and Sarah Theresa, and two others were bom, the two 
unnamed God saw fit to take to him Ln infancy. 

The father of Samuel Perrin Lindsey was a Confederate soldier. 
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S6th Alabama Begiment, and traa either taken prisoner or died at 
Manchester, Tennessee, leaving the tiiree above-named children to 
be reared bj this godly and widowed mother, who faithfully and 
well performed this task, and who, in March, 1904, died, and now 
rests in Buena Vista cemetery, Monroe count)', Alabama. 

The grandparents of Samuel Perrin Lindsey were from the 
Carolinas and Georgia. 

Samuel Perrin Lindsey, when quite young, like most boys, tried 
different vocations — ^farming, carpentering, milling, selling stoves, 
the newspaper business, etc. Finally, his good mother, to encour- 
age him, one day said to him : "Son, it may be some day you will 
get to be President of the United States." But God saw fit to give 
him a higher position than this; yea, the highest calling on earth, 
the preaching of the gospel of Jesoa Christ. His coontiy sdiool 
days were spent not far from where he was born, near Buena Vista 
and Monroeville, Alabama. 

He and his two devoted sisters joined Concord Baptist church, 
Buena Vista, Alabama, when young, at the same meeting, and 
were baptized by Bev. B. J. Skinner. He was licensed to preach 
by the Monroeville church, Monroeville, Alabama, Monday night, 
OctotMr 10, 1887, where he preached his first sermon on September 
11, 188?. The text was Acts 17:30. He was ordained to preach 
at Philadelphia Baptist church, Tunnel Springs, Alabama, Septem- 
ber 26th, 1888, the presbytery consisting of Rev. B. J. Skinner, 
Bev. F. C. Plaster, Rev. George Parker, and Dr. D. W. Ramsey. 
Rev. F. C. Plaster preached the ordination sermon from Ephesians 
6:12-16. 

He entered Howard College in 1887, and graduated there in 
1893, receiving the degree of A.B. Dr. B. F. Riley was president 
of the college at this time. 

He was married to Miss Julia Fancher in the Woodlawn Baptist 
church, Woodlawn, Alabama, by I)r. B. P. Riley, June 17fii, 1890. 
This union has been blessed by four children. The oldest and 
youngest God saw fit to take to himself in infancy. The two liv- 
ing boys, Perrin Fancher, bom November 26th, 1893, and Wm. 
Rupert, born September 30th, 1895, have attended the Baptist 
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school at Newton, Alabama, and began their collie education 
at Howard College^ East Lake, Alabama, session 1915-1916. 

It has been throngh the sympathy and co-operation of his good 
wife that he has been enabled to accomplish so mudi in the Mas- 
ter's kingdom. And in addition to this, she has been active in the 
Woman's Missionary Union woric. Baptist Young People's Union 
work, Young Woman's Auxiliary work, Sunbeam and Sunday- 
school work, and for ten years she has had charge of the Woman's 
Missionary Union work in Conecuh County Association. 

His first pastoral work was in Monroe counly, AUbaina, in 1889 : 
Old Salem, Oak Grove, and an old church on the Franklin road. 
He then went back to Howard College^ and was pastor of Spring- 
ville church, St Clair county. He was pastor of the mission sta- 
tions at Irondale and Oate City four years, working under the 
auspices of the State Board. During 1890-91^ he was pastor at 
Ensley City two years, and pastor at Carbon Hill about one year. 
After graduating at Howard College in June, 1893, he did mission 
work for the State in West Alabama, until in the Fall of the year, 
when he went back to his native county, Monroe, and became pastor 
at Perdue Hill, remaining there two years. At the same time, he 
served Enon, Pleasant Hill, Hamilton Hill,McConnico, besides four 
mission stations at schoolhouses, etc. He was pastor the second 
time at Oak Grove during these years 1893, 1894, and 1895. 

In November, 1895, he accepted a call from the church at Geor- 
gian a, where he moved and remained for one year. During that 
year all previous records for raising money for missions were sur- 
passed. A great revival was had, and an institute was held in 
which they had the services of Dr. B. D. Gray, pastor First Baptist 
church, Birmingham, Alabama, Dr. George B. Eager, pastor First 
Baptist church, Montgomery, Alabama, and the pastors and dea- 
cons for miles around. This was a memorable occasion. 

In November, 1896, he moved to Evergreen, Alabama, where he 
was pastor three years. His health failing him, he moved to the 
country, accepting churches contiguous to Belleville, his home, re- 
maining there from that date to the present— eighteen years. Dur- 
ing these eighteen years, he served the following churches : Perdue 
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Hill, seven years; Belleville, nine years; Arkadelpbia, caie year; 
Atmore, three years; Flomaton, one year; Castleberry, foor years; 
Holly Qrove, three years; Owassa, two years; Bamt Com, nine 
years ; Fair Mount, Bed Level, Covington county, five years ; Eiver 
Falls, six years ; Pigeon Creek, Covington county, two years ; Can- 
tury, Florida, three years; Old Tovm, one year; Tnnnel Spring!, 
ten years; UcClelland, Florida, one year; Petennan, four years; 
Elim, four years; Red Level, two years, and chaplain to the con- 
victs at Bun Falls, six years. 

He served churches in only two States, Al^h^ma And Florida^ 
and in the following counties : Monroe, Conecuh, Escambia, Cov- 
ington, Butler, Jefferson, St. Clair, and Walker. 

Since graduating in 1893, he haa lived the entire time of Uift 
above-mentioned pastorates in a day's drive of his birtliplaoe at 
Buena Vista, Alabama. 

He haa declined calls to fields in Texas, Florida, and Korth Caro- 
L'na in order that he mi^t work where be believed God wanted 
him, and evidently has made no mistake. 
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JAMES MONBOE LONQ. 




in their early childhood. 
William Newton, 



Junea Honroe Long, Saperintendent 
of the Oeorgia Baptist Hospital, At- 
lanta, Georgia, 1916, ia well known to 
Oeorgia Baptists, having held sereral 
prominent pastorates in the State and 
places in the South and Middle West, at 
all times manifesting a great interest in 
I all denominational affairs. 

Mr. Long was bom in Walker oonn^, 
I Oeorgia, January 21, 1869. His father 
and mother, John A. Long and Hary 
Newton Long, wen bom in McMinn 
cx>iiiity, Tenneaeee, moving to Georgia 
His great-uncle on his mother'a side, 
! of the pioneer preachers of Georgia. 
James Long was the second child in a family of eigjit, four girls 
and four boys. He was bom and reared on a farm, and until 
his seventeenth year attended country schools of three months' 
session, whiih was held cliirinfr tlie Summer. 

Id August of 1886, during a revival at the Chattanooga Valley 
Baptist church, he was converted and noited with the church. 
Later in the month he was baptized in the Chattanooga Valley 
Creek by Kev. T. ('. Tuek<T, t!iD pastor of the church. February 
7, 1887, he was married to Harriet M. Deakins, a duldbood friend, 
who lived on an adjoining farm, with her parents. 

At the time of his marriage, Mr. Long was farming, but in 1888, 
he felt the call of Qod to give himself to the work of ilie ministry. 
As his previous educational advantages had been limited, he felt, 
at this time, the need of a better preparation for the work to whidi 
he had given his life. He entered a nine months' sdiool, taught by 
John Y. Wood, at Trickum, Geoi^a, preparatory to entering 
Mercer University. For two years he attended this sdiool during 
the school term and taught in the county schools during the Sum- 
mer months, in order to pay his expenses while in school. 
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In the Fall of 1890 he entered Mercer UniverBity, Macon, Geor- 
gia, attending two years. At the end of this time, on scconnt of 
the continned ill health of his wife and the lack of fnnda, he was 
compelled to give up his college course. After teaching for two 
years, he was ordained in February, 1894, at Ghickamanga Baptist 
church, W. L. Shattnck and W. T. Hussell composing the presby- 
tery. 

In August aft«r his ordination, he was called to the pastorate 
of the Second Baptist church, now the Tabernacle, Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. Here he remained for three years, where he, perhaps, 
bad to deal with some of the most diiBcult problems that ever came 
to a young pastor. The church was heavily in debt and the mem- 
bership greatly discouraged. At the close of his pastorate, the 
debt had been paid and the membership almost doubled. Feeling 
that he needed further preparation for his work he resigned his 
pastorate, and in October, 1897, entered the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, at Louisville, Kentucky. At the end of his 
work at the Seminary, Mr. Long was called to the First Baptist 
church, in N'ew Albany, Indiana, which he served for two years. 

At this time he received a call to Senoia, Georgia, his native 
State. As he had been away from Georgia for several years, he 
was happy to return home and to the joy of the Georgia brother- 
hood, and especially to his old classmates of Mercer University. 
For three years he served the Senoia church faithfully; during the 
first year giving his full time to this work, but the last two years 
of this pastorate, he served two other churches, one Sunday each, 
Macedonia in Coweta county, and Hampton, in Henry coimty. 

During all of Mr. Long's service in the pastorate, he gave special 
attention to the young people and their work in the church. He, 
also, took a keen interest in the women's work in the church, en- 
couraging them in every way possible, organizing missionary socie- 
ties where there was not already a live organization. 

In 1903 Mr. Long moved to another field in South Georgia, 
DawBon. Here he remained for four years, bringing the church to 
a higher degree of efficiency than it had ever enjoyed before. 



i 
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While here he led his church in the erection of one of the best 
pastor's homes in (Georgia. 

In 1907 Mr. Long moved to Fort Valley, Georgia, where he waa 
pastor for more than five years. It was here where he perhaps did 
the best work of his life in the pastorate. This had been considered 
a hard place for Baptists, and at the time of his coming llie church 
was very weak. Dnring his pastorate the membership was in- 
creased from a little more than one hundred to nearly tiiree hun- 
dred. An annex was erected for the Sunday-school work and a 
splendid pipe organ placed in llie church. This church is now one 
of the best organized and most eflSdent churches in the State. 

In 1912 he moved to Cartersville, (Georgia, as pastor of the First 
Baptist church, where he remained until he was called in October, 
1913, to the work of the Georgia Baptist Hospital, Atlanta, Georgia. 

Mr. Long took charge of the (Georgia Baptist Hospital soon after 
it was acquired by the Georgia Baptist Convention. Neither he 
nor his board of trustees was experienced in the hospital business. 
The institution had been founded and operated by Dr. L. G. 
Broughton, in connection with his pastorate of the Tabernacle 
Baptist church, and was known as The Tabemade Infirmary. 
After Dr. Broughton removed from Atlanta, Gteorgia, to London, 
England, the infirmary ran down and the building was very much 
in need of repairs. There was division of sentiment among flie 
Baptists of the State with reference to taking over the Hospital 
from the Tabernacle church, and it therefore did not have tlie 
hearty moral and financial support of the Baptists of the State. 

Immediately upon taking charge of the Hospital, Mr. Long 
sought to make such improvements in the building and furnishings 
as means would justify, and to get its business affairs well in hand. 
His next ta-k was to lay the Hospital and its work on the hearts 
of the Baptists of Georgia and to make its place on the Sdiedule 
of Offerings effective in contributions for its support. During his 
term of service the Hospital has been greatly popularized, both in 
Atlanta and throughout the State. Some of the most distin- 
guishod citiziTji of Atlanta are its patrons, and it receives a large 
number of patients from the best Baptist and other families in 
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the State. The Hospital has grown in popular favor with the Bap- 
tistg very rapidly, and while their contribationfl to its support have 
not yet become large, the number of coDtribators and tiie aggregate 
of their contributions are increasing every year. The receipts from 
paying patients have been sufficient during the year 1915-16 to 
meet the current expenses of the Hospital and to pay the interest 
on the purchase-price. In addition to this, the Hospital has done 
thousands of dollars worth of charity work to the afflicted poor. 

In the management of the Hospital Mr. Long has had oppox^ 
tnnity to present its claim to general gatherings and to local 
(Jiurches. This he has done in such a way as to win friends to 
the institution. Id the conduct of its affairs Hr. Long has shown 
remarkable business tact. His administration has been economical 
and in every way successful. He has had associated with him in 
his work his wife and dau^ter, both of whom have rendra«d 
efficient service. Just as in all the pastorates he has held, Ur. 
Long has done a constructive work for the denomination. 



ERVIN F. LYON. 



The subject of this sketch is one of 
the most wide-awake, pro.iircssive, and 
successful pastors of the South. Well 
equipped by natural endowment, and by 
scholarly attainment, lie has made for 
himBclf a prominent place in the king- 
dom. Mr. Lvon and Robert L. Bivins, 
Aniericus, Georgia, wore licensed and 
ordained at the same time hy the Va- 
lence Street Baptist church, of New Or- 
leans, Louisiana. He loves the Lord, 
has high conceptions of the ministry, 
and with diligence and untiring zeal has 
prosecuted his work to remarkable success. 

Mr. Lyon is a son of Eli F, Lyon and Sarah J. Hunt Lyon, and 
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was bom in Saline ooonty^ Minonri, Febmaiy 27, 1869. Hig 
father was a planter and on the farm jonng Lyon spent his jetm 
of minority. Here, dose to nature, he formed thoee hahitB of 
thought and life which developed a sterling manhood, and a de- 
termined character that produced a genuine wortii and stresngtli 
destined to till a large place in the world of affairs. The father 
died when Ervin was thirteen years old, learing five sons and two 
daughters, with their widowed mother, to struggle along for a liv- 
ing and for an education for the diildren. 

The young man was ambitious, and only through stmg^e did 
he satisfy his thirst for an education. No difBculty, fiimw^i^ l or 
otherwise, was great enough to hold him bade. His early train- 
ing was received in the country schools of his native State, and 
usually consisted (»f attendance for about three months during flie 
year. He attended Bobbins' C*ollege at Sedalia, Missouri, where 
most of the time he did special work in the school to pay tuition, 
and waited on the table in the dining hall to pay his board. Later 
he graduated from the Zanerian Art College, at Columbos, Ohio. 
After leaving college he tau^t a country school near his old home, 
for a period of three years. Following this he taught for nearly 
two years in a commercial college of Indianapolis, Indiana. Dur- 
ing this period he gave his heart and life to the Lord, and was 
baptized into the fellowship of the First Baptist church of that 
city by the pastor, Dr. W. F. Taylor, on Sunday night, January 
28, 1894. In the Fall of this year he accepted a position in a 
private school in New Orleans, Louisiana, preparing boys for en- 
trance into Tulane University. 

It was while engaged in this work that he answered the call to a 
higher and nobler work, and with enthusiasm gave himself as (Jod'a 
ambassador to a lost world. Mr. Lyon and R. L. Biyins were 
licensed to preach June 5, 1895, by the Valence Street Baptist 
church, New Orleans. Both of these young preachers were or- 
dained by this church, June 14, 1896, the ordaining coundl con- 
sisting of Dr. D. I. Purser, pastor of the church, Dr. Jno. P. Pur- 
ser, Dr. D. G. Whittinghill, and Dr. Mitchell. In October, 1«96, 
the young preacher matriculated in the Southern Baptist Theo- 
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logical Seminary at LoDisville, Kentucky. Here be remained three 
fall yeare, receiving the degrees of Th.G. and Th.M., in June, 
1899. The perseverance and determination of the man were shown 
in the vork done during this course, which was continued faith- 
fully to completion, in spite of financial difficulties, and despite 
also the lure of opportunities to enter the pastorate without waiting 
and working so long in the Seminary. Many a young man has 
been hampered in after years by yielding to the temptation to take 
a "short cut," but he felt the necessity of thorough preparation in 
order to the highest efficiency and ao pressed on to the completion 
of his theological course. 

While a student in the Seminary he was pastor for one Sunday 
in the month during two years, at Oakland, Kentucky. Here 
good success was attained and quite a number of people baptized 
into the fellowship of the church. Upon graduation from the 
Seminary, in 1699, he became pastor for two Sundays each at 
Norwood and Jackaon, Louisiana, preaching to both churches until 
1901, when the Norwood church moved up to full time. Here the 
enthusiasm of the yonng preacher was shown by increasing the 
membership of the church from twenty-three to more than one 
hundred, and most of the increase by baptism. The church build- 
ing was beautified and seated with fine furniture, and an elegant 
home for the pastor was bought and paid for before the pastorate 
closed at the end of 1903. 

While pastor at Norwood, Dr. Lyon was married to Miss Mary 
Eleanor Perkins, November 14, 1900. She was won from one of 
the oldest and most prominent families of Louisiana, a family of 
doctors, legislators, and financiers. To this union four children 
have been born, and Mrs. Lyon has proven a helpmeet in every 
way. She has always been popular with her husband's churches, 
is a great Bible scholar, Sunday-school and mission society worker, 
and has assisted in every part of church activity and life. 

Prom January, 1904, to June, 1906, he was pastor of the First 
Baptist church at Natchez, Mississippi. Prom here he was called 
to the pastorate of the Tabernacle Baptist chnrch, Ennis, Texai', 
holding this pastorate until June, 1911, exactly six years, freeing 
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the church entirely from debt, installing a fine pipe organ, and 
more than doubling the membership. Leaving Ennis, he became 
pastor of the First Baptist church, of San Angelo, Texas. He is 
the live, aggressive, and progressive pastor of this great church at 
present, 1916. During his pastorate here a heavy church debt has 
been paid, freeing fully the forty thousand dollar plant, and a ten 
thousand dollar home has been purchased by the church for the 
pastorium. Hundreds have been baptized into the fellowship of 
this church and the membership now numbers near to one thou- 
sand, while the pastor and the pastorate are eminently suited to 
each other. 

In 1910 Dr. Lyon was elected to the twofold position of secre- 
tary of the State Mission Board of Louisiana, and editor of the 
Louisiana Baptist State paper. His being chosen to these posi- 
tions of honor and responsibility indicates the confidence of his 
brethren and the ability of the man. Feeling, however, that his 
work was in the pastorate, he declined these positions. As a 
preacher on special occasions Dr. Lyon has had ample recognition. 
He preached the Convention sermon at Minden, Louisiana, in 1902, 
and the Texas Convention sermon at Houston in 1910. He has 
preached commencement sermons for Simmons College of Abilene, 
Texas, Howard Payne, at Brownwood, and Baylor College, at Bel- 
ton, as well as numerous high school sermons in different parts of 
the country. lie was honored by Simmons College, of Abilene, 
Texas, in 1912, with the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 

He is the author of the "Successful Young Woman," a book 
that is wonderfully helpful to young ladies. This work has re- 
ceived words of praise and commendation from readers and educa- 
tors throughout the country. Tie has written a large number of 
tracts and articles of general interest, the tract on "Infant Bap- 
tism" being particularly helpful to persons desiring information 
on this subject. 

Dr. Lyon has ever felt a profound interest in general denomina- 
tional matters, and has gladly borne his share of the burdens of 
the work with characteristic loyalty. He is still a young man in 
the very prime of life, and while the word "achievement** has been 
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written luge in the record of his life thua far, it is certain tiist 
the coming years shall witness even larger success. The life and 
work of such a man, with their far-reaching influence and power, 
cannot well he expressed in words, yet the final summing up 
of it all can be nothing less than the plaudit of the heavenly 
Master, "Well done." 






EDGAR YOima MULLINS. 



A useful public man's career in its 
prime, its noonday, with radiating, far- 
reaching influence threading the world 
about him, fumishea an interesting 
analytical study. Going back to the be- 
ginning in such a study of the life of 
Dr. E. y. MulliuB, president of the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
we flnd a Baptist preacher-father, Bev. 
Seth Qranberry Mullins, holding in his 
arms a email bundle of linen and lace, 
and turning back the overhanging bit 
to look into the wee face of his firstborn 

There had been three daughters, but 
The small bundle being duly re- 



son on January 6tb, 1860. 
here was the longed-for BonI 
tonied to a proud mother, the father knelt beside her bed, with the 
mother to pray that God would make this firstborn son a preacher 
of the Word. In the years following no one knew of this secret 
season of prayer till it was revealed in a letter from father to son 
on the thirty-fifth birthday of that son, who had then been a 
preacher of the Word some ten years or more. 

This firstborn son of a preacher made hie advent in Franklin 
county, Mississippi, in the country home of the father, who was a 
aacceasful planter in addition to his preaching; the paternal grand- 
father was also a preacher-planter, as were many others of these 
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early generations. On the maternal side the combination had 
been agricultural and political interest, another frequent combina- 
tion of the times. Stephen Tillman^ father of Cornelia Blair Till- 
man, was for many years an influential member of the Mississippi 
legislature, and it is interesting to note that a paternal great- 
grandfather was for some twenty years a member from the same 
district. 

When the boy, Edgar Young Mullins, was eight years old in- 
terest in the "new State'* of Texas became very strong on the part 
of the older Southern States. Many went thither from Alabama, 
Georgia, Mississippi, and Louisiana. Rev. S. G. Mullins, full of 
missionary zeal, sti-ong in body and MFjth pioneerii^tinct stirring, 
decided to take his growing family to the new State. He located 
finally at Corsicana, Texas, bought property there, and proceeded 
to establish a school which he himself taught, and a church of which 
the present thriving First Baptist church, of Corsicana, is the frui- 
tion. It is needless to say that here he was builder, preacher, and 
inspiring leader for many years. 

The boy Edgar could not have been more fortunate in his teach- 
er for both secular and spiritual training, for the father was accu- 
rate in scholarship, a graduate and Master of Arts of Mississippi 
College, and a firm, sturdy disciplinarian. Thorough educational 
foundations were thus laid under his father's tutorage. There 
came during this period some days of adventure reading for the 
boy, when the yellow-back novel was often in his hand. The father, 
quietly observing, led the boy to a row of substantial books in his 
library. "If you will read them, they are yours,'* said he. They 
were "Spark's American Biographies," and they were, ere long, in 
the boy's possession, marking an important turning point in his in- 
tellectual growth. 

Education was the father's greatest desire for his children. The 
older girls were ready for college: they must go, so the young 
Edgar was put to work that he might help earn money for the edu- 
cation of his older sisters. For the next few years he was variously 
printer's devil, typesetter, and printer; then messenger boy and 
telegrapher, picking up the latter between his trips as messenger. 
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and witli imbounded energy and spirit numing aacceeBfull; aide 
lines such as selling fans and newspapers I At fifteen he was is 
{oil charge of a telegraph office vith a man's pay. 

Upon graduation of the older girls at Baylor came the boy's 
turn for higher education, and he went to the State Agricoltnnl 
College, where a fine general collegiate course was obtainable, to- 
gether with a strict military training which was of inestimable 
value to the slender, growing youth, whose energies had carried 
him onward regardless of the physical. Adventurous the boy had 
always been, not for the sake of adventure but for the goal at 
stake, his eager spirit leading him past many dangers which threats 
ened his young life. A daring, young swimmer at sii, he went 
down three times before rescue came, and a list of his narrow es- 
capes would include rescue from a furious pack of dogs; a senons 
boyish fray when he ran between two fighting comrades and re- 
ceived severe cuts; a railroad accident when an entire train of cars 
passed over him as he lay upon the cross-ties, and a shooting expe- 
rience where a fellow huntsman shot him in the face. I^ter mi^t 
be added to the list a collision upon Chesapeake Bay, when the 
steamer upon which he was passenger was run into by anotlier 
boat, a dozen or more standing near him were killed, while during 
every moment of her difficult progress back to the harbor the ship 
threatened to go to the bottom; and also a thrilling expty^ence 
upon the ocean, when a liner upon which be was passenger took 
fire in the hold, and for twenty-foar hours ilie flames were des- 
perately fought till she could make port. 

Experiences, such as these, win upon tiie arena of life, as they 
do upon the battlefield for the soldier, freedom of the spirit from 
the trammels of self, and fit him to walk boldly along the way of 
duty. So these contacts with danger, demanding clear thought 
and ready action, played their part in the making of this slender 
Southern boy into a courageous, indomitable spirit, influencing his 
time and generation with a fearless breadth of vision and a cod- 
qnering spiritual strength. The family inheritance from both 
father and mother, with its quiet ideals of refinement and culture, 
through pioneer training became a sturdy spiritual force, not losing 
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a whit of its intellectual prerogative in the process. From his 
father came the love of theology and philosophy, the keen analyt- 
ical thinking; the robust ideals. From his mother came the love of 
the beautiful, the poetic, his eyes always holding the same sparkle 
of pleasure over a beautiful star, or bird, or flower, or poetic 
thought that lit hers till almost the day of her death after many 
long, busy years as a pioneer mother of a large family. 

In spite of that consecrating parental prayer at the hour of birth 
for the firstborn son, the Christian impulse did not come for him 
till the college course was ended, several successful years as expert 
telegrapher had passed, and at last, an acknowledged master, with 
his work commanding so good a return that only a few hours need 
be given it (covering the Associated Press dispatches for each day), 
a law course was in substantial progress. Then came suddenly the 
call into the fold of Christ, at a great tent revival meeting held by 
Major W. E. Penn, at Dallas, Texas, on the night of October 30th, 
1880. He joined the church at Corsicana a week later and was 
baptized by his father in the afternoon of the same day, November 
7th, 1880. A published account of his profession says that he ^^re- 
lated to the church his Christian experience in a plain, concise, and 
impressive way,^^ and that it was a touching sight to see "the father 
in the fullness of joy leading the son into the water to bury him 
with Christ in baptism.^* Almost immediately following these 
events came the summons into the ministry of our Lord, — ^which 
necessitated the reluctant abandonment of ambitious plans for the 
law, — and a license to preach from the Corsicana church. A year 
later he entered the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Louisville, Kentucky, spent four years there, making his way im- 
aided, and was graduated in May, 1885. A strong desire to be- 
come a missionary to Brazil had early formed in the young preach- 
er^s heart and he oflfered himself to the Foreign Mission Board be- 
fore graduation, but the Board was straightened for funds and 
could not send him. Later for health reasons it did not seem beet 
to go, and the oflfer to the Board was not renewed, but the mission 
impulse had been thoroughly engendered and was ever afterward to 
mark his life by constant devotion to its cause. The historic 
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chnrch at HarrodBbiiTg, Eentucky, the oldest in the State, had al- 
ready called him to its pastorate, and he went immediately there, 
where he was ordained to the full work of the ministry, June 6th, 
1885, the presbytery coneiBting of T. T. Eaton, A, C, Caperton, 
T. M. Yanghan, R. L. Purdom, Benjamin TJrton, David Bniner, 
J. S. Kirtley, J. C. Porter, and W. P. Harrey. Rev. T. M. 
"Vaughan presided and condncted the examination. Dr. T. T. Eaton 
preached the sermon, Rev. R. L. Purdom gave the ordination 
prayer, Dr. A. C. Caperton the charge, and the Bible was pre- 
sented by Rev. J. S. Kirtley. A year later, on June 2nd, 1886, he 
was married to Miss Isla May Hawley, of Louisville, Kentucky. 
Dr. Basil Manly, a warm friend of the bride, performed the cere- 
mony. Following the Harrodsburg pastorate of tliree and one- 
half BueccBsfuI years, there were seven years of down-town work 
as pastor of Lee Street Baptist church in Baltimore, Maryland, 
beginning October, 1888, during which the young preacher made 
his ministry felt not only most effectively in his own church and 
community, but in the city at large, and at the same time took a 
special course in the department of Philosophy at Johns Hopkins 
University. From Baltimore he was called, most unexpectedly, 
as associate secretary of the Foreign Mission Board at Richmond, 
Virginia, and went to the work in September, 1896, but finding 
his duties to be largely confined to oSice routine, he responded a 
few months later to the appeal of the First Baptist church, of New- 
ton, Massachusetts, to become its pastor, going there in March, 
1896. 

These three pastorates — first in the Kentucky town with its large 
quota of country members, then the down-town city work at Balti- 
more, and finally the exacting pulpit demand of the fine cultured 
people of the aristocratic Boston suburban church, nnder the shad- 
ow of historic Newton Baptist Theological Institution, gave the 
young preacher a well-rounded pastoral and pulpit experience. 
There could have been no better means of preparation for his work 
at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary than these three 
churches furnished. Always a dose student, the quiet town gave 
him opportunity for study; his scholarly, fresh interpretation and 
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application of Scripture tniih was enjoyed and encouraged by 
many members of the oldest Baptist church in the State, while he 
was brought into intimate touch with family need and mral life 
problems. 

At Baltimore the busy, struggling tide of a constantly changing 
membership, largely working people, brought urgent requirement 
that scholarship be translated into simplest language, that the 
Word might be made ready for humble, eager searchers after truth 
and help. There was constant ingathering here, too, the work 
being distinctly evangelistic in character. 

At Newton the clear thinking in simplest language must bloesom 
forth in fine literary form, that the old truths might find new 
beauty and fragrance and power for coU^ge-bred men and women, 
while the great benevolences and Christian enterprise of a prosper- 
ous people must have adequate leadership from the still youthful 
pastor. 

Tliis schooling from the three widely different charges played an 
important part, then, in producing a man of scholarship; a forceful 
speaker, whose style is enriched with abundant apt illustration (in 
the selection and use of which he is a rare master), descriptive pic- 
turing, pungent epigram, and, upon occasion, interspersed with 
fine humor; a clear, keen-thoughted, magnetic teacher, a winning 
social personality and a competent man of affairs — all qualities 
greatly needed in what was to be his life-work. 

From the Newton pastorate he was called again most imex- 
pectedly to serve the denomination at large by a summons from the 
trustees to take the place of President of the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary at Louisville, Kentucky, in June of the year 
1899, which position he has since held. 

Side lights thrown upon this useful career would reveal many 
interesting characteristics. Among these might be noted a pains- 
taking ])er8istence in little things; any small error of speech or 
trick of habit discovered has always meant instant, never-failing 
effort to overcome. A remarkable memory is another, constituting 
one of his most valuable assets. A bit of poetry which gives him 
.special delight, a fresh thought well put are his, usually, with one 
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reading, and Ms mind is, in consequence, a. veritable etordioaBe of 

choice verse, apt expressions, and dever anecdote, arranged in euch 
orderly fashion that he draws upon it at will. Directness and 
simplicity of manner with small and great have made him a man 
easy of approach and rich in friends. Marked tolerance and gen- 
nine interest and respect for the view-point of another have made 
him much sought as an arbiter of difEerencee, and von him an en- 
viable reputation for fairness, while a lack of resentment and 
malice for any real or fancied wrong has contributed to a quiet 
serenity of temper that is seldom broken. A sensitive spirit 
which shrank ever from things that hurt has enriched his life 
with tender, ready sympathy. An indefatigable worker, in pursu- 
ing any line of thought preparatory to an address, an article or a 
book, the whole range of literature upon the subject within his 
reach must be painstakingly gone over, and his own view-point 
carefully wrought out thereby. Finally, with the spring of youth 
still in his veins, this man of work at fifty-six relaxes for a game of 
golf with all the eagerness and love of victory which mark a man 
of twenty. 

The Bible has ever been his life guide and chief text-book — the 
first in his hand before he rises from bed In the morning, and 
UBiuilly the last to leave his hand at night. 

With broad vision that holds ever within his consciousness the 
varied needs of the world, Dr. Uullins is everywhere a ready helper 
in the battle for good. Ifo enterprise for the betterment of bia 
State or home city but finds him in the front rank of workers. 
The Kentucky Baptist Education Society, the Colored Baptist 
State University, the Baptist Church Extension Board of Louis- 
ville, the Young Men's Christian Association, the Young Women's 
Christian Association, the Salvation Army, the Louisville Free 
Public Library (of which he has been an active trustee for many 
years), and numberless other public interests have felt the impulse 
of his vigor and hearty co-operation. The demand for b ii n as 
preacher or speaker at social, civic, and religious local gatherings 
could easily fill his time, while lecture demands for Chautauqua, 
convention, and institute work in the country at large far exceed 
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the limits of his ability to comply. Occasional evangelistie meet- 
iDgs, which he has held through the years with much resultant 
spiritual profit^ have brought to him unlimited opportunity for 
continuation of a work which he especially enjoys, but for which 
he has little leisure. 

Turning at last to the great work of Dr. Mullins* life, as presi- 
dent of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, it presents an 
interesting triangle of achievement. In the background upon one 
side are the scars of the most serious and bitter controversy which 
ever rent Southern Baptists. He came to Louisville as president 
in Juno of 1809, after three and one-half vears' stav in the North, 
away from the storm. He had been called to his high office with- 
out the least faint hint of such a purpose on the part of the trustees, 
and came from the heart of a prosperous and united pastorate into 
the complex situation at Louisville. It is needless to attempt the 
record of those difficult early years. Through them he stood 
steadfastly for constructive work at the Seminary, with unmoved 
intention that it should continue to be, as first planned by its great 
originators, the school of the Prophets for all the Baptists South, 
BT\([ irrarlually it became the center of peace and progress instead 
of storm. 

The second side of the triangle presents a greatly improved cur- 
riculum and enlarged opportunity for the student. A daily chapel 
hour for prayer and praise was inaugurated; chairs of Biblical 
Theology, Comparative Religion and Missions, and Sunday School 
Pedagog}' were established, also a lectureship on Evangelism, with 
corn >i bonding increase of faculty; quarterly examinations were ar- 
ranged, dividinir the work advantageously, and at the same time 
presenting excellent opportunity for possible short courses of study 
for visitiuL' pa.^tors. And. finally, a theological quarterly. The 
Revirw and Expositor, has been established with a strong and far- 
rearhine influence. 

The third and last side of the triangle presents a largely in- 
creased student body, the initial year of this administration having 
232 men enrolled, the past year 344 — an increase of about fifty 
per O'-Tit. — (and this latter number does not include the 100 women 
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from the Woman's Trainmg School, which has been established 
daring thia period under the atispices of the Woman's Missionarj 
Union with the co-operation of president and faculty of the Semi- 
nary), together with a greatl; improved financial sitoation for the 
school. The Endowment Fnnd has been angmented by consider^ 
ably more than a half million, making the entire property now 
worth three times the amount of its value when Dr. Mullins' presi- 
dential term began, while a fine site of forty acres in the beautiful 
Cresent Hill suburb of Louisville has been purchased, from whidi, 
God willing, may some day arise a new group of modem buildings 
to meet the growing needs of this great school. In all this triangle 
of achievement there has been the co-operation of an able, united, 
and loyal faculty, who have, with remarkable steadfastness, stood 
for the great ideals of the Seminary. 

With the eager outreach of the student mind Br. Mullins has 
made three trips abroad; two before coming to the Seminary, and 
one since, during which he spent a period of several months in 
Berlin, Qermany, pursuing special theological studies with the 
view of broadening and strengthening the foundations of his work 
as Professor of Theology, 

In addition to the duties of president and professor, administra- 
tor, and financial agent of the Seminary, Dr. Uullins has garnered 
some of the fruits of his studious hours into five published books, 
with the sixth, his own Systematic Theology, well under way. The 
titles of the five already published are : Why Cbristiani^ is True, 
The Axioms of Religion, Commentary on Ephesians and Colos- 
sians. Baptist Beliefs, and Freedom and Authority in Religion. 

He received in 1897, before coming to the Seminary, the degree 
of D.D. from Caraon and Newman College, Tennessee, and since 
then has received the D.D. from Mercer University, Georgia, 
LL,D, from Richmond College, Virginia, and the same degree 
from Baylor University, Texas. 
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JOHN SCOTT MUHRAT. 

John Scott Kutts;, Jr^ was bom m 
Anderson, Sootti CuoUns, September 
23, 1857; fait father ns John Scott 
Momy, a native of Vuginia, and hk 
mother was Clandia Bebecca Edwmrds, 
of Soath Carolina. His anoestzy on 
both ddes was Scoti^-En^iah. Hia 
father, John Scott Hurray, Sr., lawyer, 
teacher, preadier, was a man of noble 
character, possessing an intellect of ex- 
traordinary strength and lii affriminatiTig 
power, and attaininents of a broad and 
solid sort The mother was a woman in 
whom were blended the tender traits with the hi^ intellectaal in 
a remarkable degree. 

The preparation of the subject of thia aketdi for hia life-wtok 
is full of interest. It falls into three periods, to wit: — at home, 
at college, doing graduate work. 

At home, until his fourteenth year, "Scott," as oar Prof. Murray 
was then called, was educated in a home school conducted by hia 
mother with (he ai^slstanoe of two of her gj^ters. This was a school 
vhere the most painstaking teaching was done by three sisters of 
a family of teachers bom. The curriculum of the lad was a choice 
and extended one. After his thirteenth vear, his father, who was 
a tine mathematician, logician, and linguist, and who had been 
President of the Johnson Female University, when it was closed 
by the war between the States, helped him in his Uathematics, 
Latin, and Greek. At the age of fourteen, he passed from his 
mother's school to a High School, in his town, tau^t by Prof. 
W. J. Ligon, and afterwards expanded into the Carolina Collegiate 
Institute, in which were associated with Prof. Ligon, sudi men aa 
Dr. D. E. Frierson, Bishop P. F. Stevens, and General L. M. 
Ayer. Here, under the finest Academic instruction, he remained 
k for four vears. 
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With the preparatioD thus indicated, joimg Murray entered 
Furman University, at Greenville, Sontb CuoUna, and in Jnn^ 
1878, he graduated with the degree of Master of Arte. Here he 
was recognized as having no superior in diligence and in the mas- 
tery of the work. He was a leader among his fellow students, not 
only in scholarship, but also in power of debate. His style ot 
speaking in those days was of the ornate and oratorical type. 

After leaving !Furman TJaivereity, Mr. Murray did not at once 
enter upon graduate work, but studied lav; and, being admitted 
to the bar upon examination before the Supreme Court of South 
Carolina, he practiced two years as a member of the law firm of 
Murray & Murray, Anderson, South Carolina. Then, having de- 
cided to enter upon the profession of teadiing, and having actually 
taught for a while, and having declined the chair of Latin in his 
alma mater, he went to Johns Hopkins Univereity to take up his 
further preparation. Here, 1888-3, he was a pupil of Professors 
Gildersleeve, Warren, Morris (Oxford), Bright, and G. Stanley 
Hall. His subjects were : Ancient Classics, Philosophy, Sanskrit, 
German. The Spring semester of 1883 he spent in the same 
studies at the TJniversily of Goettingen, Germany ; and two semes- 
ters were similarly spent at the University of Leipzig. In 1884 
he entered the University of Berlin, and remained there four years 
as a student of Classical Philology, Sanskrit, German, Philosophy, 
Pedagogy, Comparative Philology, Roman Military Law, Mytholo- 
gy, Epigraphy, Art^MythoIogy, Paleography. 

In Berlin, Mr. Murray had opportunities for culture enjoyed by 
few American students. Boarding in the family of Dr. AugOBt 
Buttmann, son of the great scholar. Dr. Philipp Buttmann, who had 
been court instructor of Frederick William lY, the son himself 
being a pensioned gentleman who had been knighted by Emperor 
William I, after fifty years of professional service, our young stu- 
dent met many of the most distinguished men of Germany, and 
had social contact with members of the Prussian and Saxon 
nobility. He had accorded him a special card inviting him to 
the Emperor's reading room in the Palace at such hours as would 
not conflict with the reading hours of the Kaiser. He was a stu- 
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dent of such men as Theodor Mommsen, Edward 2ieller, Ernst 
Gnrtius. One of his rarest opportunities was his admission to 
private Seminar in Oreek Epigraphy, conducted by the great 
Kirchhoff at home of evenings. He heard Bismarck, the Iron 
Chancellor, in the German Heichstag, as he had heard Gladstone 
in the British Parliament. While in Berlin Mr. Murray was 
offered a Consulship, under the Cleveland Administration, but 
declined it upon the advice of Dr. Vahlen, Bector of the Univer- 
sity, and one of the most distinguished of all German scholars, with 
whom the young American had dose relations as a student, and 
who did not wish his pupil to turn aside from scholarship. It is 
worthy of note, in passing, that this period of six years of prepara- 
tion was financed by Mr. Murray himself. 

The professional life of our subject falls into two periods, to wit: 
At the University of South Carolina; at Mercer University. 

In 1888, Mr. Murray accepted the Professorship of Latin in the 
University of South Carolina. In 1890, the chair of Sanskrit was 
instituted and added to his work. In 1891, under the Tillman 
regime, the University was reorganized. Prof. Murray would not 
vear the Tillman yoke, and so he retired from the University. 

In 1892, Prof. Murray accepted the chair of Greek Language 
and Literature in Mercer University, Macon, Georgia, and still 
holds that position, 1916. In 1892-4, he taught German also; 
and, 1903-11, he conducted the French Department in addition to 
his own work. He served as a member of the Cecil Bhodes Com- 
mittee of Selection for Georgia, 1907-16. During the twenty-four 
J ears of his service at Mercer University he has never failed to 
meet a class on account of indisposition, or any personal reason. 
During this period he has been offered work in other Universities 
and executive position in two Colleges, but his devotion to Mercer 
University has been a passion so deep that he could not be allured 
from it. His life in the University has been one of wise ooimsel, 
faithful service, and modest reserve. Quietly he has pursued the 
even tenor of his way with no trumpet blast of self-exploitation. 
Scholar and philosopher, without noise he has helped editors of 
critical editions of the Classics with his critical judgment, and, in 
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the same va;, he has declined invitatioiis to become co-editor of 
fiuch cditioBB, because he was devoting himself to his chief love, — 
Mercer UniTerBity and her Btudenta. Man; of the most eminent 
educators of America are numbered among the fellow students and 
friends of this retiring student and scholar. 

As a scholar, Prof. Murra; has few peers in America. For 
breadth and accuracy his scholarship is simply marvelous. Lan- 
guage and Philosophy are his specialties. But for Science, Music, 
and Art, be retains the love that made bim proficient in these 
also. 

As a Christian, Prof. Murray is orthodox, devout, spiritual and 
practical. Having gone through the philosophies and weighed 
thetn, and having come into vital relation to Christ, be is as serene 
and stable as the granite mountains. His serene spiritual life ex- 
presses itself in personal helpfulness and in material contributions 
tc good causes, such Institutions as Mercer University and Bessie 
Tift College, in addition to hia own church, having been reeipientt 
of liberal gifts from him. 

The only serious complaint that can be brought against Prof. 
Murray is that he has never taken some good woman into partner- 
ship with him! 
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HENKY STIRLING McCALL. 
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Henrj Stirling McCall, of Ogeechee, 
Georgia, is the eon of C. P. McCall, 
M. D., and Mary Lawton. He Traa 
bora February 23, 1872, on hie fathert 
farm in Screven conn^, Georgia. He 
graduated at the Sylvania Institate, af- 
tenrards entering Mercer UmTermty 
and t&ldng a part of the course. He 
graduated from the Orangeburg Colle- 
giate Institute in 1897. He tanght in 
the public echoole of Georgia for about 
ten years, in connection with his early 
ministry. When a boy he felt the call 
to the ministry, and began preaching at the age of twenty. He 
vas ordained two years later, November, 1894, and has been a 
busy pastor every since, serving from four to six village and coim- 
try churches annually. At present, 1916, he is paator of Spring- 
field Baptist church, which be has served for fifteen years. He Is 
also pastor of two other churches, which he has served for about 
the same length of time. He is now, and has been for the past 
ten years, president of the Sunday School Convention of the 
Middle Association, and has served for a number of years as a 
member of the Executive Board. 

H. S. McCall is a brother to Dr. M. N. MeCall, of Havana, Cuba, 
who is Superintendent of Missions on the island and pastor of the 
Baptist church in Havana. He is a grandson of Bev. M. N. Mo- 
Call, deceased, who was one of the pioneer Baptist preachers of 
Screven county. He is also a nephew of Dr. George B. UcCall and 
Eev. W. C, McCall, both deceased, ministers who figured promi- 
nently in Baptist affairs of the State in the last generation. 

In every war in which our country has been involved, H. S. 
McCall's ancestors have fought valiantly, he being a descendant of 
Chas. McCall, who served in the Revolution under Marion, and 
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who married the daughter of the colonial GoTemor of North Caro- 
lina. 

The field of his life work seems to be the Middle Association, in 
which all of hia pastorates except two have been located, and where 
his earnest labors have been crowned with success. 

On February 20, 1896, he married Misa Dahlia Evans, dau^ter 
of John R. Evans, of Ogeechee, Georgia, and she is superintendent 
of the Woman's Missionary Union of the Middle ABSodation. They 
live on their plantation at Ogeechee. Xhey have six promiaing 
children, three boys and three girls. Two of the boys are students 
at Mercer University, and the other one intends to enter there 
this year, 1916. 

Ab a man Mr. McCall is modest to a fault, and is the aovH of 
honor. It is beneath him to do a little thing. His life, civic and 
religious, like his character, is transparemt, «nd the better it is 
known the more highly is it appreciated. He is a living example 
of the gospel he believes and preaches. He preaches what he prac- 
tices instead of preaching and leaving it to others to practice. This 
is the explanation of the fact that he is a prophet with honor in 
hie own country. The influence he exerts in his home is an in- 
spiration to hia children, and the purity of his civic and religions 
life is elevating to his neighbors and fellow citizens. 

As a preacher Mr. McCall is free from the bombast. With him 
there is no playing to the grandstand. Nothing for show, except 
the simple yet sublime truths of the gospel. He covets no man's 
field, but is content to devote his time and talents to the churches 
of his own section and association. In his sermons he is in- 
structive, comforting, and inspiring to his hearers, and in pastoral 
duties he is a welcome guest in the homes of his people. Withal, 
he is a Baptist of the old school, and earnestly contends for the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints. The truth he believea 
and preaches is presented in such a way as to command the respect 
and personal friendship of those whose views of the truth differ 
from his own. 

The best thing that could be said of any man can truly be said 
of H. S. McCall, and tiiat is, he is a high-toned Christian gentle- 
man, and as such is an ornament to the Baptist ministry. 
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FERNANDO COELLO McCONNELL. 



Dr. F. C. McConnell is one of the beat 

a known preachers in the Sonthem Bap- 
tist Convention. Hia magnetic person- 
ality draws men to him; and his hig, 
warm, brother! j heart holds them fast. 
To be in his presence is to feel the 
breath of his native highlands. 
His style is his own. Nobody ever 
accuses him of plagiarism. To blaze a 
new path, or rediscover an old one, is 
the delight of his soul. His pioneer 
spirit revels in new territoiy. Many of 
his conceptions are bold, standing oat 
like mountain peaks that suddenly lift themselves into view. He 
surprises, delights and moves his hearers. His language is rogged, 
picturesque, incisive, persuasive, according to his varying mood, or 
the object at which he aims. Some of his utterances are like the 
fury of the storm before which the forest trees bend, sway, and 
break; others are tike the soft, sweet music of the .^lolian harp, 
when the Summer breezes play upon its strings. Bnt the fires of 
his passion are kindled at the cross. All of his powers are dedi- 
cated to lifting up the crucified Christ before men. His brethren 
love and honor him for his work's sake. Emphasizing strongly 
the place of the local church, he gives time and thought to the 
co-operative work of the churches. His sympathies are as broad 
as the interests of the kingdom. 

Dr. McConnell was born in Clay county, North Carolina, August 
3nd, 1856, and with his parents moved to the village of Hiawaasee, 
Georgia, when he was but seven months old. In this mountain 
village he grew to manhood, spending his time on the farm, in the 
store and going to school during the short annual period. When 
eleven years of age, he was converted and joined Macedonia chnrch. 
On reaching manhood he was married to Miss Emma England, 
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who, through all the years of his eventful life, has been his faith- 
ful companion, sharing his burdens, partidpatiiig in his strn^lea, 
and rejoicing in his victories. 

After his marriage he became a merchant at Mt. Airy, Georgia. 
But it is not in man that walketb to direct his steps. Whatever may 
have been his dreams of wealth or power in the bnsiness world, he 
was chosen of God to preach the gospel in the South. Convinced 
of the call, he faced it in that brave spirit which has characterized 
all the decisions and acts of his life. It was no small undertaking 
for a young maa with a family, and lacking the necessary educa- 
tion, to give up his buuiness and begin the gigantic struggle to pre- 
pare himself for the highest usefulness in his holy calling. God 
had spoken, and that was the end of all argument. 

He entered the High School of Hajeaville, North Carolina, and 
took a preparatory course. In 1880 he was ordained to the full 
work of the ministry. Three members of the presbytery, Alfred 
Com, Elisha Hedden, and Elijah Eimsey, were the great mountain 
preachers of that day. 

Peeling deeply his need of theological training, convinced that 
he should give the Master the best possible service, he entered the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary at LouisvQle, Kentucky, and 
took the English course. He sat at the feet of Boyce, Broadus, and 
Manly when those giants were in the height of their powers. Sys- 
tematic Theology gripped the young student and the spdl, which 
it cast over him has never been broken. Those who sit under his 
ministry become familiar with the deep things of grace. During hia 
Seminary course he was acting pastor at Jeflfersonville, Indiana, 
Practical training was happily combined with the knowledge gained 
in the lecture room. In him was esemplified the well-remembered 
saying of Dr. Broadus: "The way to leam how to preach is to 
preach." 

After leaving the Seminary, he went back to the mountains of 
North Georgia, and did missionary work for two years. It was in 
that year, 1884, that the Georgia Baptist Convention met in At- 
lanta. During the discussion of education. Dr. McConnell deliv- 
ered an address which so charmed and moved the Convention that 
the leaders told him he must go to Mercer University and take « 
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literary course. Accordingly in the Fall of 1884 he entered the 
Freshman Class, and remained in college until he received the 
A. B. Diploma in 1888. In collie he was a general favorite with 
the young men. While pursuing his studies at Mercer he preached 
almost every Sunday. For a while he was acting pastor at Jeffer- 
sonville and Byron. During the remainder of the four years he 
was pastor at Eatonton and Harmony, Putnam county. While 
under the double burden of student and pastor, he was thinking 
of the needs of the people in his mountain home. It was his cus- 
tom to go to Hiawassee every Summer and conduct a Bible Insti- 
tute which was largely attended by preachers and laymen. During 
this same period Dr. McConnell founded the Hiawassee High 
School which has been a beacon light in the mountains the past 
thirty years, and has been president of its Board of Trustees 
from 1886 until the present. 

Few men leave college as well prepared as Dr. McConnell was 
for the duties of the pastorate. His reputation as a preacher was 
already made, and the churches were eager for his services. From 
college he went to the pastorate of the First Baptist church, of 
Gainesville, Georgia. Here he preached with conspicuous ability 
and marked success for five years. His labors were not confined to 
Gainesville. His services were in demand throughout Northeast 
Greorgia, and his influence for good was felt in every part of the 
hill country. Many a young man, listening to the eloquent words 
of the Gainesville pastor, felt the fires of ambition bum within 
him, and formed the irrevocable purpose to secure an education 
and prepare himself for a larger life. He was at this time a trus- 
tee of Mercer University, having been elected soon after his 
graduation. 

In 1893 he was elected Assistant Secretary of the Home Mission 
Board, and served efiiciently in this capacity for one year. His ad- 
dresses on Home Missions at the various State Conventions at- 
tracted wide attention and made a profound impression. After 
he had spoken before the General Association of Virginia, Editor 
A. E. Dickenson, of the Eeligious Herald, playing on his initials 
(F. C), named him Forensic Cyclonic McConnell. 
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In 1894 he became pastor of the First Baptist cbuidi of Lyndi- 
burg, Virginia, and served that noble people for aeven happy, 
fmitful years. The brethren of the Old Dominion honored him 
by making him a trustee of Bichmond College. 

After the death of Dr. Kerfoot in 1901, Dr. McConnell vaa 
elected Secretary of the Home Misaion Board. Many of his friuidl 
thought this would be his life work ; but his shepherd heart yearned 
for the pastorate; and when the call of Calvary Baptist church, 
Kansas City, Missouri, came to him in 1903, he felt impelled to 
accept it In this strong church of the middle West, with the 
tides of modern life surging around him, he preached the old 
gospel with power for six strenuous years. As in Qeorgia and 
Virginia, so in MisBouri, he was deeply interested in Christian 
Education, and served with ability on the Board of Trustees of 
William Jewell College. 

In the Fall of 1909, he accepted the call of the First Baptist 
church, Waco, Texas. In the pulpit made famous by the long 
ministry of the illustrious B. H. Carroll, he stood for more than 
five years and preached, to the delight and edification of the 
throngs that waited on his ministry. He was mudi in demand all 
over Texas for Bible InstitnteB and Summer Assemblies. 

During all the years of Dr. McConnell's absence from Georgia, 
he never failed to make an annual visit to his beloved Hiawassee, 
where for a quarter of a century he has preached every Summer. 
Bound to his native State by so many strong and tender ties, it is 
not strange that when the new Druid Hills church, of Atlanta, 
urged him to become its pastor, his heart would not permit him to 
decline. January 1st, 1915, he began what his friends believe will 
be the crowning work of his life, the building of a strong Baptist 
church in the most beautiful residential section of the Gate City 
of the South. In connection with his pastorate he is doing an 
immense amount of work for the denomination in the State. His 
brethren love and trust him, and believe that he has come to the 
kingdom for such a time aa this. May his bow abide in strength. 
If he does not enter the promised land of all that he has dreamed 
of for his native State, may he from faith's lofty watch-tower look 
out on the coming years, and greet the glories yet to be. 
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WILLIAM DUDLEY NOWIJN. 




A deligfatfal cleuneee and Btren^th of 
diction, deep, Bpiiitoal earnestness 
■bonnding sjmpath; of heart, charm (d 
person and address, with an unswerving 
lojalt? to the truth, are the rare combi- 
nation fonnd in the Bev. William Dudley 
Nowlin. It is a combinatiOD realiied 
in the consecration of talenta of the 
highest order to the will of the Infinite 
— a work of grace, where there is some- 
thing for grace to work with. A virile, 
titanic, richly endowed, and coltared 
character, as in the case of Saol of Tar- 
sus, was sought out uid "made a miniater and witness" of Jeaiu, 
when the subject of this sketch yielded to influences that, without 
controversy, were of God. 

The story of how his ministry began illustrates the man. He 
had ambitions along other lines and had made some progress in a - 
business career. Had there been no providential interruption of 
this plan of life, he would have been among our foremost boaineas 
men of the country, but the interruption came — God having some- 
thing better for him. 

He was the owner of a large drug busioese at the time he was 
literally thrust into the ministry by the church of which he was a 
member. He had not su^ested it nor did he even know that such 
action was in contemplation when the church licensed him. The 
brethren who had known him from childhood voted the license 
without his consent. Of his own accord the pastor of the church 
which had now licensed the subject of this sketch made an appoint- 
ment for him to preach at his church the neit Sunday montiog. 
This was Sntiirday and a busy day at the drug store, so that there 
was no opportunity to cancel the engagement, nor time to prepare 
for it until the store closed at a late hour. Devotion to duty being 
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ooe of Mr, Kowlin's mling prmciplee and since the pastor had 
made the appointment he decided to keep it and do hie best. He 
felt that if he made a complete failure tliat it Tonld convince the 
chnrch, the Lord, and himself that he was not to preach and that he 
could go on with his own plans in satisfaction, but, alas, this did 
not happen. 

Unfortunately for these meditations, but fortunately for many 
an interest of the kingdom of Qod, he selected for his text Eph. 2 :S, 
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of your- 
selves : it is the gift of God," and preached what the people still 
say was a great sermon of forty-five minutes. 

Shortly a country diurch called for his ordination and the 
chnrch of which he was a member called a presbytery and set him 
apart to the full work of the ministry. This was done May 6tb, 
1892, by the First Baptist church, of Martin, Tennessee, 

William Dudley Nowlin was a child of grace and knew him 
whom he believed. From his sixteenth year, when he was bap- 
tized, be had loved and read the Bible and had loved and served its 
author. While he was in the drug business he wore out several 
Bibles reading and debating Bible doctrines. His drug store was 
headquarters for Bible discussions. But the store was disposed of 
and he launched out into the work of the ministry. 

He became pastor at Hickman, Kentucky, where he remained for 
three years, doing a. remarkably Bucccssful work, whidi was given 
up for a course in the Seminary at Tjouisville, Kentucky. The 
years 1895-98 were spent in the Seminary. During these years he 
was pastor of Parkland church in the city of Louisville. While he 
was in the Seminary one of our denominational leaders who was a 
trustee of the Seminary said: "Nowlin is the most promising 
man of the class," and some of his friends have declared since that 
"Nowlin has made good the prophecy." A call came from Nich- 
olasville, Kentucky, which was accepted but which lasted but a 
little more than one year. From this pastorate he went to Lexing- 
ton, the beautiful city of the Blue Grass, where as pastor of the 
Upper St. church he commanded large congregations and mode his 
influence felt for salvation and denominational integrity; and 
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where he strengthened the church of which he was pastor, in mem- 
bers, in spirituality, and in ambition to achieve larger things for the 
Master. This pastorate lasted about six years. Before he left 
Lexington a lot was bought and the money raised for a new and 
larger building. Next, the subject of our sketch went to the Third 
Baptist church, Owensboro, Kentucky, one of the largest and most 
aggressive churches in the State. The auditorium of this church 
has a seating capacity of 2,700 and it was often taxed to its limits 
to hear this eloquent champion of the truth. The great Dr. T. T. 
Eaton said in an (Mlitorial in the Western Recorder: "Dr. W. D. 
Nowlin is preaching to more people one service with another than 
any man in the State, if not more than any man in the South.'' 
This pastorate lasted about five years. Other pastorates held were 
Mayfield, Kentucky, and Lakeland, Florida. In these places, as 
in all others, this faithful servant of Jesus made full proof of his 
ministry. Georgetown College honored him by conferring upon 
him the degree of Doctor of Divinity in 1904, just before he left 
Lexington for Owensboro. 

A feature of Dr. Nowlin's ministry to which attention must be 
paid is his success in building up Simday-school attendance. When 
he went to Owensboro, the Sunday-school attendance was three 
hundred the first Sunday of his pastorate. Before he left he had 
reached one thousand tliree hundred and more in Sunday-school 
attendance. While at Lakeland, Florida, he had the largest Sun- 
day-school in the State. At Deaderick Avenue, Kjioxville, Ten- 
nessee, where he is now pastor, 1916, the attendance was five hun- 
dred and fifty-seven when he became pastor, but four months from 
that date there were one thousand eight hundred and forty-six 
present in Sunday-school. 

Dr. Nowlin has distinguished gifts as a parliamentarian which 
were recognized when he was elected moderator of the Qeneral 
Association of Kentucky Baptists, which oflSce he held two years, 
the time limit. While he was in Florida he was vice-president of 
the State Convention and presided largely over two sessions. Dr. 
Nowlin is one of the few men who never loses his head, whether 
in discussion or presiding over a body. Quick wit and undistorb- 
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able good humor, which are essential in a presiding officer, are 
guaranteed by our brother of Scotch-Irish blood. In the South- 
em Baptist Convention he is always drafted for the work of the 
boards and committees and is always given a Sunday preaching 
appointment during the Convention. Soul winning is one of the 
first things in the ministry of Dr. Nowlin. 

No one lovea to do a kindly deed more than he. His helping 
hand reaches to all — even tiie worst of the worst. He loves to 
hope good things for Qie down and out, therefore he is diligent in 
following the Master's example in eztoiding an uplifting hand. 
Nothing conld make him so unhappy ae a ministry barren of fmit. 
However, he has never suffered this embarrassment, for his minis- 
try has been abundantly successful. Many of our leading pastors 
have called for Dr. Nowlin's services in evangelistic work and have 
found him very successful and satisfactory. The calls were so 
nnmerouB and urgent upon our brother for evangelistic services 
that he gave np the pastorate for a time and did evangelistic work 
pltogether for more than a year and a half. During Ihis time the 
largest cities of the South and West availed themselves of the serv- 
ices of this stalwart of the faith, and meetings that were famous 
for results were reported. Dr. Nowlin, as an evangelist, is of the 
D, L. Moody and R. A. Tony type. He is not sensational, but 
draws from the Bible vast treasures of truth and from human life 
apt and striking illustrations which be drives home with tremen- 
dous force. 

Evangelistic and Chautauqua engagements brought Dr. Nowlin 
and the Lakeland church together. The church recognizing the 
nnosnal gifts of the preacher and lecturer and being pastorless ex- 
tended to him a call. At this time the affairs of the Florida Bap- 
tist Witness were in confusion and Dr. Nowlin was asked to take 
it over. He became the owner and editor of the paper, doing this 
work in connection with his Lakeland pastorate. For years he 
had been a popular contributor to the denominational press.' The 
Western Recorder, Baptist and Reflector, and other papers bore 
eloquent evidences of his eminent gifts as a writer. The Florida 
paper at once showed the touch of a master hand. Articles of rare 
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and permanent value began to appear^ and the drcolation of the 
paper^ within a short time, was more than doubled. Dr. Nowlin 
believes that ^^it is just as easy to do a big thing as it is a small 
thing; in fact, easier, for the very bigness of the thing creates en- 
thusiasm and lends momentum to the movement.'' '^Plan jour 
work and work your plan*' is his motto. 

Dr. Xowlin is a Baptist who believes in and loves his denomijift- 
tion and one who never fails to stand for his faitfa. While he ie 
both able and willing to defend his faith he is in no. aenee an 
ecclesiastical pugilist, yet the whole truth found utterance in his 
paper. This stirred up Pedo-Baptist adversaries, and not knowing 
their man, thoy swarmed out as numerous and as noisy as the 
locust in Egypt — and then, when they discovered what Ihey.had 
struck, they swarmed back at a much livelier rate and kept qniet 
so long as he remained in the State. His removal from Florida 
was a distinct loss and was greatly deplored by the Baptist hosts 
at large who recognized in him their honored champion of the 
truth, capable of meeting every enemy, and a leader whom they 
could safely and proudly follow. 

As an orator Dr. Nowlin has few equals. His oratory is cyclonic 
in its sweep; his logic is invincible; his appeal is irresistible. 

At this writing, 1916, he is pastor of Deaderick Avenue church, 
Knoxville, Tennessee, the largest church in the State, where he is 
preaching to multitudes as one who has authority. 

The subject of this sketch was bom in Weakley county, Tennes- 
see, March the 10th, 1864. His father, William David Nowlin, 
was of Irish descent, while his mother, Caroline Glass, was of 
Scotch and English descent. He was reared on the farm. He was 
educated in Hickory Grove Academy, West Tennessee, the Theolog- 
ical Seminary, Louisville, Ky., and the University of Chicago. 

He was married November 10, 1887, to Mattie W. Wood, a wom- 
an of splendid education, good sense and piety, who is to him a 
great blessing. 

Dr. Nowlin is at this time in the prime of his splendid manhood 
and the vigor of his strength — doing the best preaching of his life. 
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ARTEMAS FRANKLIN O'KELLEY. 




Rev. Artemas Fraakliii O'Kelley was 
born in Hall couniy, Georgia, fifteen 
miles Nortli of Gainesville, September 
4, 1871, being the fifth son of Edward 
Washington and Elizabeth Barnes 
O'Kelley. 

Mr. O'Kelley is one of six brothers, 
three of whom are preachers, T. W., 
N. B., and A. F., and one, Joseph, the 
youngest, who died while preparing to 
teach but who, it was thought, would 
have also entered the ministry. This 
sturdy family has furnished the largest 
quota of ministers of any family, save one, in the South in a gen- 
eration. Dr. J. Wm. Jones's four sous were the illustrious four 
until one of them died in the zenith of a matured and distinguished 
manhood. The fourth of the O'Kelley quartet died with the dew 
of youth still on his brow, but not before it became clearly apparent 
that he was endowed with gifts which would have placed him in 
the foremost rank of able men. 

Frank was converted at sixteen years of age, and having im- 
pressions to preach the gospel, shaped his life accordingly. His 
ordination occurred at Concord church, in Hall county, January 
2, 1898. The presbytery was composed of D. S. Grindle, J. B. 
Boyd, W. A. Jackson, Geo. W. Bowen, and J. W. Blackwell. 

Previous to his college course Mr. O'Kelley taught three years 
at Concord, Hall county, and thus began the interest which after- 
wards became the Chattahoochee High School, so prosperous 
through the years. 

The early life of Mr. O'Kelley was spent on his father's farm, 
gaining thereby the fine advantages of a normal development, 
though he was denied many privileges luually tiiought to be desir- 
able for childhood and youth to enjoy. The common school of 
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the neighborhood, generally continuing ten weeks in the year, was 
the only school advantages available, but this, meager as it was, 
sufficed to awaken a thirst for knowledge and to sharpen the keen 
edge of the mind of the country lad who looked out upon the 
world with eager longing. 

Fortuitous circumstances made it possible for young O'Kelley 
to attend Hiawassee High School, one among many young men 
who there lighted the torch in search of genuine learning. The 
most fortunate day for any young man is the day he starts to C0I7 
lege. He then leaves the narrow limits of the fireside. Hitherto 
he has been bounded by community folklore and traditions. The 
circumstances of birth and lineage hemmed him in. Henceforth 
he is to be associated with the president and faculty of the college, 
mathematicians, physicists, philosophers, poets, historians, preach- 
ers, lawyers, and statesmen. 

Thus it was when young O'Kelley came down from Hiawassee 
in 1895 and entered Mercer University, Macon, (Georgia, from 
which he was graduated with honors, receiving the A.B. degree in 
1898, and was the winner of the Senior English Composition 
Medal. His last year in college he was pastor of the Flo villa Bap- 
tist church, and the first year out of college he was pastor of the 
Maysville, Georgia, Baptist church and Oconee church near by. 

Feeling the need of better preparation for his life work, Mr. 
O'Kelley entered the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
the Fall of 1899. After his first year in the Seminary he served 
the Dahlonega, Georgia, church one year and then returned to the 
Seminary for two more years of study. After completing his 
theological course he was pastor of South Union and Locust 
Grove churches. Christian county, Kentucky, for a year. Then 
came the call from Greensboro, Georgia, church, which was ac- 
cepted and became the first of two pastorates filled with fruitful 
years of service: Greensboro, 1904-1909; College Park, Georgia, 
1909-1916. In February, 1916, he became pastor of the First 
Baptist church, of Toccoa, Georgia. 

On June 28, 1905, a happy marriage was consummated at 
Oroeiisboro, Georgia, between Rev. Mr. O'Kelley and Miss Bertha 
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LindBa; Sanders, daughter of Captain D. H. Sanders, and grand- 
dan^ter of Bev. BUlington Sanders, D.D., first President of 
Mercer UniTernty. Immediately after their marriage the; Tioited 
London and Paris, attending the first World's Baptist Congress. 
The; have three children. Bertha Sanders, Frank, Jr., and BnUi 
Elizabeth. Both the pastorates held prior to the present have been 
prosperous. At Greensboro a splendid new church house vas built 
and equipped, practicall; clear of debt. At College Park the mem- 
bership was increased to donble its size at the b^inning, and the 
present pastorate begins with promise. 

Some one has made an observation abont preachers which, if 
true, is exceedingly valuable, and is suggestive whether true or not. 
It is that the first three years of a pastor's service in a church 
determine whether or not he can get along with his brethren. If 
antagonisms and misunderstandings arise between the pastor and 
the members, they are likel; to come within the first three years. 
The first five years determine whether or not the pastor can furnish 
fresh and helpful sermons for his people. If both these tests 
prove the pastor suited he may remain in the pastorate with grow- 
ing usefulness, indefinitely. By both these standards A. F, O'Kel- 
le; is capable and adaptable to the pastorate, and worth; the high- 
est commendation. 

If a personal friend might be excused for injecting a remark 
into the sketch, which is supposed to be exact and finished, he 
would point out Rev. A. F. O'Kelley as a pure-minded, true- 
hearted, sincere man, a faithful minister of the gospel at the merid- 
ian of life, with the experience and training of a dozen years of 
succeseful service, founded in the true doctrine, a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ, the happy pastor of a noble people. 
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CLIFFORD AMDBBSON OWENS. 




He was converted i 



Clifford ABderaon Owens is the yoimg- 
eet son of the late Rev. Thomas A. 
OveDs. He was born near CartersTille, 
Georgia, October 5th, 1879. He re- 
ceived hie education at Piedmont Insti- 
tute, Bockmart, Georgia, Heam Acade- 
my, Cave Spring, Georgia, and Mercer 
University, Macon, Georgia. After leav- 
ing college, he taught for a short period 
ID the public BchoolB of Bartow county, 
and, by tact and thoroughness, won the 
confidence of his patrons, and proved 
himself one "apt to teach," 
) Christ in the Summer of 1896, and was 
baptized at Taylorsville, Georgia, by Bev. J. J. Bennett Prom 
the day of his conversion he has been active in church work, and 
was licensed to preach at the age of seventeen. 

In April, 1899, he was called to the pastorate of the Baptist 
church of Carlisle, Arkansas, succeeding a cousin. Rev. 0, XT. 
Owens, who had died a few months previous. Before leaving for 
his first pastorate he was ordained to the ministry by Macedonia 
church in Bartow county, Rev. T. B. Morgan being chairman of 
the ordaining council. In connection with the Carlisle pastorate, 
he also served Hazen, Walnut Grove, and New Bethel churches. At 
this last named church he conducted one of the most successful re- 
vivals ever held in that section of the State, there being about one 
hundred additions to the church by baptism. 

On December 87, 1899, he was married to Miss Eunice McGriff, 
of Atlanta, Georgia. This happy union grew out of a love affair 
dating back to school days. Mrs. Owens has proved herself a 
worthy helpmeet, and by her culture of mind, kindness of heart, 
and consecration of life has made friends wherever they have gone, 
not only for herself but for the cause to which her husband has 
dedicated his life. 
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In June, 1900, Mr. Owens returned to Georgia to accept the 
jKutorate of Kirkwood and East End churches, Atlanta. This pas- 
torate wae brief, but the vork was important and the results perma- 
nent. One year later he became pastor of the old historic Baptist 
church of Crawfordville, Georgia, where he remained for five years. 
In connection vith this pastorate he also served, at different times, 
the churches at Woodville and Union Point These were fruitful 
years, not only for these churches, but for a score of other churches 
in the surrounding country. In revivals and special meetings hia 
ministry was felt in nearly half the churches of the old Georgia As- 
sociation. He also led in a successful campaign for prohibition in 
Taliaferro county. This will be r^nembered as one of the most 
strenuous fights ever waged against saloons in the State under the 
local option law. 

During this period of his ministry he made two trips abroad; 
the first to tiie West Indies, visiting the islands of St. Thomas, 
St. Sitts, Antigua, Martinique, St. Vincent, Jamaica, Cuba, and 
New Providence. Later he visited the Holy Land, Egypt, and 
parts of Europe, 

He resigned the work at Crawfordville to become pastor of ihe 
First Baptist church of Lake City, Florida, While there he was 
active in the founding of Columbia College, making the presenta- 
tion address and turning over to the President the deeds to its 
splendid property and the city's check for $15,000.00. He was 
elected by popular ballot in Convention to membership on the 
board of trustees of the new institution. On account of the pro- 
longed illness and death of his wife's father, he found it neces- 
sary to sever hia relation with the Lake City church, so as to be 
near Atlanta to assist in business afFairs. He accepted a call to 
the First Baptist church of Toccoa, Georgia, where he labored 
heroically, giving to 1}ie church a new vision and leading them in 
the doing of greater things. From this place he went to DeLand, 
Florida, to become pastor of the First Baptist church, where he 
remained for four years, DeLand is the seat of Stetson Univer- 
sity, and while there he found time to do special work in the in- 
etitntion. He served as a member of the Foreign Mission Board 
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of the Southern Baptist Convention^ and was otherwise active and 
prominent in denominational work. While in DeLand he served 
acceptably one Summer as supply pastor of the Eutaw Place 
church, Baltimore, Maryland. He also engaged in literary work, 
editing and publishing a beautiful edition of the ''Economy of 
Life.*' 

His present pastorate is the First Baptist church, of Humboldt, 
Tennessee. Upon his removal to Tennessee, Dr. A. J. Holt^ of 
Kissimmee, Florida, wrote the following letter of introduction 
which appeared in the '^Baptist and Beflector:'* 

"Please allow me to introduce to you, and through you to the 
Baptists of Tennessee, my good friend, Bev. C. A. Owens, now of 
Humboldt and formerly of DeLand, Florida. It is vrith a mingled 
feeling of sadness and gladness that I commend Bro. Owens to the 
Baptists of Tennessee. He has been identified with every Baptist 
interest in Florida since before my coming into the State. I was 
first pastor at Lake City, where Bro. Owens had been past&r. I 
found it diflScult, if not impossible, to keep up the pace set by my 
distinguished predecessor in pastoral work. His praise was on 
every lip. On my removal to Wekiva Association, I found Bro. 
Owens strongly intrenched in the hearts of the people. The Bap- 
tists of Tennessee will find in him a noble and trustworthy brother 
in the Lord, kind of heart, gentle of spirit, courageous in conduct, 
pure in life, brotherly in demeanor, and strong in pulpit power. 
Bro. Owens will be an honor and an ornament to the Baptist min- 
istry of the State. To you, my dear friends, I commend him as 
a brother well beloved, and loving him as I do, I know that for 
my sake you will love him, until his own merits become known, 
after which you will love him for his many excellencies of char- 
acter." 

In June, 1915, Union University, Jackson, Tennessee, conferred 
upon him the degree of Doctor of Divinity, he being one of the 
youngest men upon whom this old conservative institution has 
bestowed this honor. 

He is in great demand for revival meetings and special ad- 
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dresses, and is always beard with pleasure and profit. He preached 
the annual sermon before the Tennessee Baptist Convention at 

Morristown in 1916, 



RUSSELL JOHNSON PIRKEY. 




Mr. Bussell Johnson Pirkey was bom 
in Winchester, Virginia, September 8, 
1883. His father, Stephen Pirkey, and 
his mother, Mrs. Fannie M. Johnson 
Pirkey, brought him as a child from 
Virginia to Missouri, where they lived 
until Russell was nineteen years of age, 
when they moved to Kentucky. 

Mr. Stephen Pirkey was educated for 
the ministry, but did not enter upon it. 
He became a very successful business 
man, for many years being one of the 
general managers of the New York Life 
Insurance Company, He died in 1915. His widow is now liv- 
ing in Louisville, Kentucky, where she is an honored member of 
the Walnut Street Baptist church. She is a talented musician, and 
Russell inherited much of his mother's musical ability. 

Mr. Pirkey is one of a family of four brothers, two of whom 
are practicing physicians in Louisville, Kentucky, while the young- 
est is studying for the same profession. These four sons are gifted 
young men and are an honor to their parents. 

After Mr, Pirkey's graduation from the high school of Sedalia, 
Missouri, he studied music under William H. Sherwood, of Chi- 
cago, Illinois. Under the tutorage of this distinguished musician 
he developed his musical talent to a very high degree. After his 
course in music he spent one year in Transylvania University, 
Lexington, Kentucky, where he made a good record. The greater 



290 BAPTIST BIOOBAPHY 

part of his educational equipment came as a result of six and one* 
half years in the University of Missouri. 

Greatly to the advantage of Mr. Pirkey, he has had a good deal 
of experience in the business world, having been assistant cashier 
of the New York Life Insurance Company, in St. Louis, Missouri, 
and later cashier of the same company in Austin, Texas. As a 
public speaker he is especially gifted, and has been in demand as 
a lecturer. The Summers of 1912-13 were spent in lecturing on 
the Chautauqua platform in the States of South Dakota, Kansas, 
and Missouri. 

At the early age of fourteen, Mr. Pirkey was converted and 
began at once the activities of the Christian life. In September, 
1913, he was ordained to the full work of the Baptist ministry by 
the Gaston Avenue Baptist church, Dallas, Texas, which was dur- 
ing the pastorate of Dr. Henry Alford Porter. The preabytery 
was composed of a large number of the South's most distingaished 
ministers, as follows: Dr. Henry Alford Porter, Dr. Geo. W. 
Truett, Dr. J. B. Gambrell, Dr. J. P. Love, Dr. F. M. McConnell, 
Dr. C. C. Coleman, Dr. A. N. Hall, Dr. W. A. Hewitt, Dr. W. B. 
Covington, Dr. J. H. Moore, and deacons S. T. Davis and C. W. 
Bulger. Dr. Gambrell delivered the sermon on the occasion of 
the ordination. 

The first pastorate after Mr. Pirkej'^s ordination was at the 
First Baptist church, Roswell, New Mexico, where he served one 
year in an exceedingly successful pastorate. In 1914 he became 
pastor of the First Baptist church, of Longview, Texas, where he 
has done an exceptionally fine work. During his pastorate, up 
to the close of 1916, he has received over seven hundred new mem- 
bers into the church, and the membership has been greatly devel- 
oped in Christian liberality. One of the strong points in Mr. 
Pirkey's ministry is his successful leadership of men. He is the 
teacher of a groat Men's Bible Class. 

Few men in the South have taken a higher place as pastor and 
in the counsels of their denomination than Mr. Pirkey during the 
short period which he has devoted to the ministry. It will be seen 
that he has been an ordained minister only a little more than three 
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years. The prospecta, therefore, of thia exceedingly euccesBfnl man 
are very hright. In all hia work he hae a fitting helpmeet in Ms 
wife, who was formerly Miss Martha Linton Winn, of Golnmbia, 
Uiasouri, her parents being Eentaddans who moved from Lex- 
ington, Eentncky, to that city. The future career of Mr, Pirkey 
will be watched with keenest interest, especially by those who have 
been associated with him in his secular pursuits and in his brief 
ministerial career. 



HENRY ALPOHD PORTBE. 



Henry Alford Porter was bom No- 
vember 15, 1871, at Predericton. New 
Brunswick, where he was reared. On 
graduation from Fredericton High 
School he received a silver medal for 
proficiency in the classics, and entered 
the University of New Brunswick as 
possessor of the Wilmot scholarship, 
given to the leader of the class. Later 
he went to McMaster University, Toron- 
to, Canada, and there won hie B.A. de- 
gree in 1894. After spending another 
year there as a student in the flieological 

department, he was licensed to preach by the Bloor Street Baptist 

church, in 1894. 

Leaving the class room for awhile to occupy the pulpit, Dr. 

Porter became pastor in Bridgewater, Nova Scotia, for a year, 

and was there ordained in December, 1896, his nncle, Rev. Robert 

D. Porter, preaching the ordination sermon. 
After a year's pastorate at Bridgewater, he intended to return 

to school, but was diverted from his purpose by the Baptist church 

in Kentville, Nova Scotia, and during the yoar in which he was 
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pastor at this place there was a widespread revival under his 
preaching. 

At the dose of that year he went to Rochester Theological Semi- 
nary^ Rochester, New York, to complete his theological oourae. 
When graduation came he wasted no time, but in one week he took 
a diploma, a church, and Miss Elizabeth Blethour, of Tilsonburg^ 
Ontario, as a wife. 

It was in May, 1899, that the young preacher heard the com- 
mand, "Qo West," and he accepted the pastorate of the First Bap- 
tist church, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. During his five and one-half 
years' pastorate at that place the church grew rapidly and the con- 
gregation under his leadership lifted a crushing mortgage. 

It was in 1904 that the pulpit committee of the First Baptist 
church, of Oklahoma City, began to scan the horizon for "the best 
in the land,'' as they expressed it, and as their vision moved 
around to the Northwest it lighted upon the rising preacher*orator 
in Iowa, who was making his influence felt over that whole section 
of the country. Dr. Porter answered the call, and his pastorate in 
that growing young city was one series of successes. Besides being 
pastor of the largest church in that section, Dr. Porter was closely 
identified with the social and commercial life of the dty, and was 
always the "preacher" of the party on the trades excursions that 
went out from the city from time to time. 

When Dr. T. T. Eaton, pastor of the First Baptist church (Wal- 
nut Street), Louisville, Kentucky, died suddenly while on a trip 
in the South, every Baptist in the Baptist world asked, ^'Whom 
will they get to succeed him?" A member of the pulpit commit- 
tee of that church had heard Dr. Porter speak at the Southern 
Baptist Convention, and when the time came to call a pastor this 
committee decided to take a journey to hear the man whom one 
of their number thought worthy to be the pastor of the most in- 
fluential Baptist church of the South. They went, they saw, and 
he conquered. 

The year 1907 found him at the helm in that church. The first 
thing the new pastor did was to call for subscriptions for a monu- 
ment to his predecessor. The money came from everywhere, and 
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in a fev numtha, in Cave Hill Cemetery, as a result of Dr. Porter'i 
•flortfl, there stood what is aaid to be the handsomest bronse mcoia- 
ment ever erected to a nusister in the South. 

In Louisville, called the citadel of Southern Baptiata, Dr. Porter 
is said to have been not only the most prominent preadiiar of bit 
own denomination, but a leader among all denominationB, and his 
fellow-pastoTs of other denominationa addom had a large meeting 
of their own without the name of Henry Alford Porter appearing 
on the program. The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary is 
located in that city, and hundreds of young ministers, week after 
week, sat under the preaching of this eloquent man of Qod. 

The history of the Gaston Avenue church's first call to Dr. 
Porter, in December, 1913, and of his decUnation of the call and 
how he came a month later to spend a day in the pulpit as a sort 
of recreation for himself and an effort to encourage the Dallas con- 
gregation to a program of enlargement, is well known. On his re- 
turn the Gaston Avenue church, Dallas, Texas, bided ita time, and 
aix months later, when the Southern Baptist Convention met in 
St. Louis, Missouri, sent a conmiittee of men and women to place 
the second call to the church before Dr. Porter. These men pro- 
posed a program and brought messages of loyalty from the Dallas 
people, and pledges of sacrifice and devotion that proved effective. 

The wisdom of this call and the acceptance waa more than vindi- 
cated by the success following the union of pastor and people. 
The membership of the church, only about five hundred when Dr. 
Porter's ministry began, increased to more than fifteen hundred in 
two years, and was an inspiration to churches in like situation all 
over the country, and even to smaller ones in towns and villages. 
Under Dr. Porter's leadership the Sunday-school grew from an at- 
tendance of a little more than four hundred, to one of the largest 
echools in the country, with an enrollment of more than two thou- 
sand five hundred. 

While in Dallas, Teiaa, Dr. Porter held a number of revival 
meetings over the State, with great success in each instance. He 
nas also much sought for addresses, and scores of invitations had 
to be declined because of the heavy demands made upon him at 
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home. He was one of the leaders in the Judson Centennial move- 
ment, which was launched by the Southern Baptist Convention in 
1912^ and which was a campaign to raise $1,250^000 for education 
on the Foreign Mission fields. He was chairman of this com- 
mittee from its beginning. 

When the First Baptist church, of Anderson, South Carolina, 
induced Dr. John £. White to resign the pastorate of the Second 
church, Atlanta, Georgia, where he had so long been pastor, to ac- 
cept its call, the question of his successor was a serious matter to 
the church, to the city, and to the State. Many of the strongest 
members of the Second church, who had formerly had their resi- 
dence on Washington Street, on which the church is located, had 
moved to the North side of the City. A number of these old his- 
toric homes had been converted into boarding-houses. The shift in 
population had made the Second a down-town church. The mem- 
bership, therefore, realized that the situation required one of the 
strongest men in the South. Their eyes at once turned to Dr. 
Porter and they set their hearts on securing his services. Sucoess 
attended their efforts, and on January 1, 1916, Dr. Porter began 
his work as pastor of this historic church. 

From the very first Dr. Porter gripped the situation and cap- 
tured the hearts of his people and attracted the attention of the 
entire city. Large congregations attend upon his ministry and the 
church has grown in numbers and in spirituality. He is much in 
demand for addresses on special occasions, and has held some very 
successful meetings in his own church and in other churches in the 
State. 

Dr. Porter presents a pleasing appearance, and his charming 
personality makes him a social favorite. He has a wealth of sym- 
pathy for those in distress, and joyfully gives himself and of Mb 
means for their relief. His association with men of affairs and 
his good judgment make him a wise counselor to business men, 
who always find in him a helpful friend. 

Dr. Porter is not more charming in his personality than he is as 
a preacher of the gospel. In analysis his sermons are dear and 
logical and his thoughts are richly embellished both in diction and 
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in iUustration. God has blessed him with a good Toice, which hu 
been highly cnltiTated. The grace and ease vitti which be d&- 
liTsn Ma message, Ms freedom from objectionable mannerisms, 
snd his eamestneas of purpose enable him not only to reach the 
ears but the hearts of bis hearers. 

Dr. Porter's success in church building has made him known far 
and wide, as preadiers express it, as "a man who builds np sitnii- 
tions." When religionists speak of church building, they do not 
mean simply erecting a house, but they mean the building up of 
congregations and church membenliip as well. Dr. Porter's suc- 
cess in that phase of his work is attested in that in the last ten 
years he has received into the churches of which he has been pastor 
more than three thousand five hundred members. And these addi- 
tions were under his own preaching, as he has never had anyone 
to conduct evangelistic services in his churches. 

Dr. Porter haa not been without recognition by his denomina- 
tion, both in Canada, his native land, and in the United States. 
In 1903, the Central College, of Iowa, in recognition of his abili^, 
conferred upon him the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity. 
In 1916, he delivered the baccalaureate address of McMaster Uni- 
versity, of Toronto, Canada, his alma mater, which also conferred 
upon hiin the same degree. His ability as a leader in denomina- 
tional affairs has long been recognized, not only in the States in 
which he has labored, but in the Southern Baptist Convention. 
The fact that he has been abroad a number of times and has been 
a dose student of the peoples and customs of Europe and the 
Orient, and his wide reading make him one of the best informed 
men on general questions in the Baptist ministry. He has writ- 
ten a number of booklets on different subjects, which have met 
with popular favor. He is yet a young man, and the future proDH 
ises to reveal a very brilliant career for this gifted minister. 
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WILLIAM COLTHABP EBBVB8. 




William Coltharp Beera hts fsw peers 
among men who speak to Hie heart. A 
big traffic policeman converted onder his 
preaching in Bochester, New York, aaid 
on the night of his conversion: "If m; 
heart had been one of those high-resistant 
steel safes, he would have broken in." 
Yet he speaks to the head as well as to the 
heart. Dr. Geo. Whitman, D.D., presi- 
dent of the Baffalo Ministers' Associa- 
tion, congratulating the Emmanael Bap- 
tist church of that ci^, on the occasicm 
of the first anniversary of Mr. Beeves' 
pastorate, said: "He is one of the brainiest men in our midst" 
With a love for philosophy, and a tendency toward the literary, 
bis messages neTertheless are always evangelistic, and he never 
fails to bring them to the level of his hearers. Although his elo- 
qnence often sweeps like a mighty storm, his phrases never soar 
out of range of the people. 

Heir of many generations of preachers, he is pre-eminently a 
preacher. 

He was born, January 16, 1884, near Athens, Texas. His 
father, Rev. Malachi Reeves, was one of the strong rural preachers 
of Texas. His mother, Nancy Joanna, vras the daughter of Cap- 
tain Aiigitsttis Caesar Beall. The fifth child, the second son of a 
family of twelve children, his life was a battle from the beginning. 
Schools were poor, lasting generally five months in the year. Of 
those, however, the minister's children received all there was to 
be had. 

In the Fall of 1903, at the ago of nineteen, he entered a well- 
known commercial college. After completing the regular courses, 
he specialised in banking and was graduated with hig^ honors. 
Just before his graduation he was sought for and employed by 
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one of the l&rgest banking concerns in the Southweet, From that 
tiine, ever? position he has ever held hu sought him. His work 
iritb this concern was so highly satiafactorj that he vas three times 
promoted during his less than a year's serrice, with salaries and 
responaibility altogether unusnal for one of his age and experi- 
ence. 

September 15, 1905, he resigned this position to accept a call 
as assistant pastor of the First Baptist church, of Galveston. Since 
early boyhood he bad felt that some time he should have to preach 
the gospel. Finding no peace, he prayed that the Lord would 
make hie call to the ministry unmistakable by appointing him to 
a field of service. Wholly unsought and unlocked for, aft«r three 
days, he received a letter offering the work in Galveston. This 
work proved his rare talent in both general work and in the pulpit. 

Following his own wishes and the advice of friends, he resigned 
this position to enter Simmons College, at Abilene, Texas, in Sep- 
tember, 1906. He was at once elected registrar of the college, 
which position he held for three years, in connection with two 
rural pastorates and his student work. By this income, he sup- 
ported himself and a younger sister. Upon admission to Simmons, 
he was given "special" standing, that he might make up the units 
necessary to admit him to regular classification. He says he had 
never seen a Latin, French, or Greek text-book. He was graduated 
a Bachelor of Arts with the class of 1911, in which he held second 
highest honors for the entire (nurse. The College Annual pub- 
lished by his class shows that he was a leader in more college ac- 
tivities than any student ever enrolled. He won every contest to 
which he was eligible, seven medals in oratory and debate, two 
cash awards and one annual scholarship. He had the distinctaon 
of winning the first award ever offered in oratory by the Western 
College League. During his fourth year he was called to the 
pastorate of the Oak Street Baptist church, Abilene, a congrega- 
tion of over four hundred members. While here, he baptized, on 
an average, more than two converts a week. His vacations were 
spent in the intensest evangelistic work. He saw over four hun- 
dred and fifty baptisms as a result of a single Summer's work. 
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Forty young men and women consecrated themselves to the gospel 
Ininistry and foreign missions in these campaigns. 

He was ordained in the First Baptist churchy Abilene^ Texas^ in 
1907. Dr. L. B. Scarborough, then pastor; Dr. Chas. T. Ball, 
then head of the School of Bible in the College, and Bev. J. D. 
Kennedy were members of the council. 

Just before his graduation he was elected to the staff of the 
Blue Mountain Evangelists, and during the following Summer 
distinguished himself in campaigns in Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, and Texas. 

In the Fall of 1911, he entered the Southwestern Baptist The- 
ological Seminary, Ft. Worth, Texas. During this year he was 
secretary of the Acting President, Dr. L. B. Scarborough, and 
served as acting pastor of the First Baptist churches, of Hillsboro 
and Denton, Texas, two of the largest congregations in the State. 
In each of these churches he was besought to accept the full pas- 
torate, but refused in order that he might continue his studies. 
At the close of the session he was elected to represent the Seminary 
in its million-dollar endowment campaign. This work he pro- 
moted with his usual success until Fall. Then came one of the 
great turning points of his life. He decided to leave Texas and 
enter Rochester Theological Seminary, Rochester, New York. 

October 14, 1912, he was admitted to middle class standing in 
Rochester as a regular candidate for the degree of Bachelor of 
Divinity, and was graduated with his class in May, 1914. 

Immediately upon entering Rochester he found his way into 
prominent pulpits in New York State, and was at once sought 
by churches for evangelistic meetings, and, by the permission of the 
faculty, he engaged in several, very successfully. One of these was 
with the Emmanuel Baptist church, of Buffalo, New York, the 
second largest church in the city, in point of members. As a re- 
sult of the meeting, he was called as acting pastor in February, 
1913. His universal popularity and power led the church, through 
its pulpit committee, to offer him the full pastorate. This he 
thrice refused, clinging steadfastly to his plan to finish his courses 
in Rochester and then two years of study in Europe. The church 
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finoll; met all his objections by offering him a third greater salary 
than ever paid any former pastor, permission to continue bis 
studies in Bochester, and then, by alternating years, privilege to 
do the desired work abroad. He accepted and spent the Sommer 
on the field. Daring the Summer be was married to Miss Bertba 
Alice Miller, a graduate of the Baptist Institute for Christiau 
Workers, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, some time assistant to 
the pastor of Cedar Street Baptist church, Buffalo, New York, 
a woman of rare graces and unusual depth of soul. The next 
year was one of great victory for botii pastor and diureh. More 
than one hundred and fif^ converts were baptized and the work 
advanced in like proportion in ever; department. 

In the meantime, the war in Europe broke out, blighting his 
hopes for immediate further study there. So, upon gradnation 
from the Seminary, he settled dovra to the work of bis heavy pas- 
torate, which proved too much for his energies after nine years 
of absolutely unbroken student, pastoral, evangelistic, and secre- 
tarial labors. He suffered an almost complete collapse. After 
spending most of the Summer in attempts to regain his strength 
in Canada and lake resorts and feeling it impossible to advance 
the work in Emmanuel church with the success due the church, 
be resigned, against the unrelenting protest of the church, to 
again join the Blue Mountain Evangelists, with headquarters at 
Birmingham, Alabama. The Winter was spent in successful work, 
ending in a call to the pastorate of the First Baptist church, Aeh- 
land, Kentucky, his present field, 1916. During the past eighteen 
months, be has seen the membership of this church almost trebled 
and all of its interests advanced in like proportion. 

At the age of thirty-two now, hjs health fully restored, ripe in 
experience, with sympathies as wide as the world, eloquent, 
Ediolarly, true to the teachings of Christ, with rare executive abil- 
ity, an organizer of unusual talent, personally attractive, pastor 
of one of the leading churches of his State, there is every reason 
to believe that when the records of this generation are compiled, 
William Coltharp Reeves will have been found to be one of the 
truly great men of bis time. 
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WILLIAM HOUSTON BICH. 




Dr. Willum HouitoD Bich ma bton 
in Hajwood county, North Cuolina, 
near the atj of WaynesriUe, a little 
more than forty-«ix yean ago. His 
father was John Calvin Bich, of Eng- 
lish and German descent, and hie mother 
vaa Elizabeth Anne Evans, in whose 
veins flowed the blood of tlie Welsh, 
Scotch, and Irish. The son inherits 
marked characteristics of both parents, 
which make him almost a perfect type 
of the Southern Highlander, who is the 
typical Anglo-American. 
Beared on a mountain farm, he learned his first lessons in the 
•chool of struggle. From the first he had a thiret to learn. He 
ittended such schools as the community could afford, and after- 
wards the Clyde High School and the Waynesville Academy. Four 
years he was a student in Judson College, graduating June 3nd, 
1892, with the degree of B.A. A month later he was ordained 
to the gospel ministry, by the Jonathan Creek Baptist church, 
with which he had united at the age of twenty, the ordaining pres- 
bytery being composed of Eevs. R. A. Sentell, A. B. Thomas, and 
Dr. Geo. Wharton, 

For a while Dr. Kich taught and preached to the country 
churches in his native county. But in 1896, he entered fully into 
the work of the ministry, giving up a salary twice as large as 
that received from the churches. From 1896 to 1900, he was pas- 
tor of ThomsBville, Eernsville, Jersey, Choploin, and the Baptist 
Orphanage clmrchea, one of the most important fields in hia native 
State. While pastor of the First Baptist church of Lexington, 
North Carolina, he put the Baptist cause to the front and did a 
work of construction that still stands as a monument to his con- 
secrated common sense and energ}-. He took an active part in 
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the cause of education while there, taking the lead ia founding 
the graded achoolB, as a reault of which he was appointed b; tlie 
legislature a member of the County Board of Education. As a 
man of conBtructive influence, he ranked among the first of the 
county. A higher tribute would be hard to pay any man. 

While a student in the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky, Dr. Bich preached to Fisherville and Leitcb- 
fleld Baptist churches, where he was greatly used of the Lord. 
From the Seminary from which he had just graduated in June, 
1903, he went to the old historic First church, of New Bern, 
North Carolina, where he was soon known as the most militant 
preacher in the city. The cause, which was at a low ebb, took on 
new life, and the culture of the town began to flock to his diurch. 
Here, he edited the Atlantic Messenger which glowed with mission- 
ary zeal and evangelistic fervor; and finally crowned his work in 
that city by taking the lead in putting out the saloons. 

Following this, he held a short pastorate with the First Baptist 
church, of Salisbury, North Carolina, where Lutherans, Presbyte- 
rians, and Episcopalians had made it hard for Baptists to get a 
hold. Here he finished and furnished a handsome new house of 
worship, drew large congregations, and left under protest of the 
church to accept a call to the Vineville Avenue Baptist church, of 
Macon, one of the leading churches of Georgia. 

This was February, 1906. He found a delicate situation here, 
on account of division of sentiment on missionary questions. For 
seven years he led this fiock so sanely and tactfully, that differ- 
ences were forgotten, and harmony prevailed. To quote Dr. John 
E, White, "As a pastor and a manager of situations, he proved 
himself a master at Macon, where it took sane genius and a great 
deal of common sense and a vast amount of genuine religion to 
do what he did." No minister in that city was better or more 
favorably known. Men of wealth and influence were his friends, 
and the poor and lowly found in him a brother. 

In the Summer of 1912, three churches offered him a unanimous 
call. He accepted the First church, of Elberton, Georgia, where 
at present (1916) he ministers to the delight of all. He found 
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this church emerging from a period of seriouB trouble and dis- 
couragement, but with a firm faith in Ood and hia brethren^ he 
took hold with a vigorous hand^ and the work was soon moving 
forward. He now has one of the most up-to-date Simday-schoolB 
in the State^ and has added to the membership of the churdi more 
than three hundred and fifty souls. 

Mrs. Bich^ who was Miss Mattie Eleanor Haynes, of Clyd^ 
North Carolina, a woman of rare force of character, has been one 
with her husband in all his undertakings; and to her constant de- 
votion, sympathy, and encouragement belongs much of his sac- 
cess. 

Dr. Bich is much in demand on commencement occasions^ both 
as preacher and as orator. As a pastor-evangelist, he enjojB an 
enviable reputation, and his work has always been of the hig^iest 
order. He has been faithful to the denominational enterprises 
of his adopted State and his brethren have recognized his true 
worth and have delighted to honor him in many ways. The Geor- 
gia Baptist Convention has given him a place on its Mission 
Board. In the counsels of the denomination he has been a sane 
and safe leader, and his judgment is respected by his brethren. 

Perhaps this sketch could not be more fittingly closed than 
with the words taken from one of the papers of his own city: 
^^Dr. William Houston Bich is one of the biggest and broadest 
men of his denomination. He is a preacher of force and power, 
with the gift of drawing men close to him. And in the lan- 
guage of a friend writing about him, Hie is a scholar, an unas- 
suming Christian gentleman, and a great big man in every sense 
of the term.* " 
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AHCHIBALD THOMAS BOBEBTSON. 




He is BometimeB called Bobertson the 
versatile, and his veraatility amounta to 
positive gemoa. The gifted Frank Wil- 
lie Bamett says: "Dr. Bobertson ex- 
hibits a combination of qualities usually 
considered psychologically incompatible 
vithin the compass of one man's thought 
and ezpression." It can almost be said 
of him what was said of the inmiortal 
Shakespearcj he is "myriad-minded." 
He is one of the most popular lecturers 
upon religious subjects in America, he 
ie the author of many books that cir- 
culate wherever the Christian religion has developed a regard for 
correct New Testament exegesis, he is able to awaken in the minds 
of his students an appreciation of the Greek koine and to cultivate 
"the Greek feeling" in them until the Greek New Testament glows 
with thrilling interest as the splendor of some new truth bursts 
forth, and, in addition to all this, he is acknowledged to be the 
greatest living scholar in the field of New Testament Greek. 

The climax of his career as a scholar came in the year 1914 
when he published his "Grammar of the Greek New Testament 
in the Light of Historical Eesearcb." This monumental work 
commanded instant praise throughout the world of Hellenic 
studies. No Baptist writer has ever received recognition so inter- 
national and so enthusiastic as that given to Professor Robertson, 
following tile issuing of his "most exhaustive and up-to-date trea- 
tise of the linguistic peculiarities of the New Testament." 

Dr. James Moffatt, one of the foremost English scholars in the 
field of New Testament Greek, says: "America has outdistanced 
both England and Germany in this department and we congratu- 
late the author heartily upon his feat." Professor James Stalker, 
D.D., of Scotland, writes: "By this publication you have takenjJ 



304 BAPTIST BIOOBAPHT 

your place once for all in the front rank of the sdudars of the 
age.^ Frendi, Oennan, Dutch, and Italian adiolan have reyiews 
equally warm in their praifle, while his earlier book, ''A Short 
Grammar of the Greek New Testament,'' has been translated into 
four different languages. 

Archibald Thomas Bobertson was bom in Pittsylvania county, 
Virginia, November 6, 1863, his father being Dr. John Bobertson 
and his mother Ella Martin Bobertson. His father removed hia 
family to Statesville, North Carolina, in 1875. Here A. T. Bob- 
ertson grew to manhood. He was converted at the age of thirteen 
and soon after felt the call to preach the gospel. During his stay 
at Wake Forest College, the institution from which he graduated 
with the M.A. degree in 1885, he came under the influence of 
that rare scholarly mind, William B. Boyall, professor of Greek. 
Here was awakened his lifelong appreciation of Hellenic studies. 
Later as a student in the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
it was his great and good fortune to sit at the feet of that mag- 
netic and peerless personality, enshrined in the hearts of Southern 
Baptists as the best beloved and the most highly honored of all of 
their great leaders, Dr. John A. Broadus. 

The enthusiasm for scholarly pursuits, in the case of many stu- 
dents, terminates with their graduation. It was otherwise with 
A. T. Robertson. His graduation from the Southern Baptist The- 
ological Seminary in 1888 was followed by his election as assist- 
ant instructor of New Testament Interpretation, the department 
of which Dr. Broadus was the distinguished head. This year he 
was ordained to the ministry in the New Castle Baptist church. 
He also served New Salem and Pleasureville churches for several 
years. In 1892 he became professor of Biblical Introduction, while 
still assisting Dr. Broadus in New Testament exegesis and Greek. 
So rapid had been the progress of the young professor and so 
thorough was his Hellenic scholarship that Dr. Broadus proposed, 
in 1888, that they together get out a revised edition of Winer's 
Greek Grammar. The work preliminary to this undertaking re- 
vealed the fact that revision was impracticable and that a new 
grammar upon an entirely different plan was imperatively needed. 
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"Then Dr. Broadus said to me," writes Dr. Bobertson in the pref- 
ace to his "Qrammar of the Qreek New Testament," "that he 
was out of it b; reason of his age, and that it was my task. Be- 
luctantly he gave it up and pressed me to go on." 

Students who have attended the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, and their number runs into thousands, bear testimony 
both to the rare ability of the Professor of the Interpretation of 
the Kew Testament (Dr. Bobertson succeeding Broadus in that 
chair in 1895) and also to the tireless industry, tiie inde- 
fatigable application, the constant and unremitting devotion to 
work on the part of this man, who has at last won world-wide 
recognition. They picture him in his office on the Southern eide 
of Norton Hall, sitting at his desk, a green student's shade orer 
hia eyes, toiling on day and night; refraining from recreation, 
shutting out many pleasing and attractive interests, that he mi^t 
complete the task given him. He taught; he preached, for be 
was much sought after as a supply; he wrote books; he tried to 
take some part in denominational affairs, but all these were in- 
cidental to the undertaking placed before him by his great pred- 
ecessor, Dr. Broadus. 

A quarter of a century passed before the manuscript was ready 
for the publisher. Then this man of patience modestly said: "I 
have done the best I could with my almost impossible task," but 
the scholarship of America said: "Dr. Bobertson's monumental 
contribution to the advancement of sound learning and a more 
accurate interpretation of the earliest Christian literature has givoi 
his countrymen an occasion for justifiable national pride." Dr. 
Broadus was accustomed to urge his students to take the long 
road; and Dr. Bobertson followed the long, hard road, giving to 
all Christian students an example. The inspiring lesson of hia 
career is that a life is not too long to devote to a task that is 
really worth while. 

The man who proposes to accomplish something of supreme 
value, will, as he goes along, achieve without seeming effort a suc- 
cess which others may well envy. This is pre-eminently true of 
Dr. Robertson. His first literary work was the writing of the 
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Critical Notes to Bioadut' "^Harmoiiy of tiie QospdM." Aa a 
labor of love he wrote the life of hia bdo^ed diief. Dr. Broadua^ 
which waa pablidied in 1900. Then followed Tarioua qrU^^ pi^ 
pared in connection with his regular daaa woric One of thea^ 
^A Syllabus for New Testament Stody,'' haa had aereral editiona. 
In 1904 he began the publication of a aeriea of books, scholarly in 
exegesis, popular in style, and widely read and appreciated: '^The 
Teaching of Jesus Concerning Qod the Father,'' ^'Keywords in 
the Teaching of Jesus/^ ^'Epochs in tiie life of Jeaos,'' ''Epodis 
in the Life of Paul/^ ^'John the Loyal, or Studies in the Ministry 
of the Baptist/^ "The Glory of the Ministry,'* "Studies in the New 
Testament,'' and "Practical and Social Aspects of Christianity.'' 
Within this period, 1904 to 1915, he supervised the translations 
of his "Short Grammar of the Greek New Testament" into four 
different languages, published his monumental work of over 1400 
pages, "A Grammar of the Greek New Testament in the Li^t 
of Historical Research," was associate editor of the "Cross Refer- 
ence Bible" a^d "The 1911 Bible," was a contributor to Easting's 
"Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels," ^TMctionary of the Apos- 
tolic Age," and "The International Standard Bible EncydopsBdia," 
wrote regularly for the denominational press, in addition to writ- 
ing a commentary on Matthew and doing his regular work as a 
professor in the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He pre- 
pared also the "Student's Chronological New Testament," deliv- 
ered the Stone Lectures at Princeton Theological Seminary, Feb- 
ruary, 1916, on "The Pharisees and Jesus" (to be published), and 
wrote "The Divinity of Christ in the Gospel of John," his latest 
book. 

Dr. Robertson is popular at Northfield and Winona Lake As- 
semblies, where for a half dozen Summers he has lectured upon 
some book of the New Testament. In Great Britain he is wel- 
comed, because of his reputation as a distinguished scholar and 
because of what they term '^is distinctively American character- 
istics." A rich but delicate spirit of drollery pervades his public ad- 
dresses which are always given in crisp, direct, and rugged Anglo- 
Saxon. These two qualities keep his audiences wide-awake and ex- 



BAPTIST BIOGBAPHT 



807 



pectant and often evoke Bmiles and laughter. There is nothing of the 
pedant in hia public speech. The heart of tfaifl noted scholar finds 
its sincere expression in these closing words of tlie Preface to "The 
Grammar of the Oreek New Testament:" "I think with pleasure 
of the preacher or teacher who, under the inspinitioD of this gnm- 
mar, may turn afresh to his Qreek New Testommt and there find 
things new and old, the messsge all electric with power for the 
new age. That will be my joy so long as the book shall find use 
and service at the hands of the ministerB of Jesus Ohriat." Here 
appears the organizing principle and controlling motive in the 
life of this man: Scholarship consecrated to the servios of the 
Christian miniatry; culture for Chrisfe sake alone. 

During these years Dr. Bobertson has steadily grown in favor 
with his colleagues in the Seminary, with the thousands of stu- 
dents who have sat under his instruction and with his fellow- 
laborers in the broader fields of Christian scholarship. The 
achieveinent which brought to him the keenest delight and the 
most lasting of human joys was the winning of the favor of Miss 
Ella Thomas Broadus, the charming daughter of Dr. Broadus. 
Their marriage was consummated November 27th, 1894. Mrs. 
Bobertson has won a merited recognition in the literary world, 
while in Sunday-school circles she is an acknowledged authority 
upon the religious instructioD of the growing youth. The home 
which she has created is an ideal one, blessed by the presence of 
happy children and enriched by the flavor of finest culture and 
simple piety. 
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JAMEa ELLIS SAMMONS. 
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In Patnam county, Geor^a, on Ma; 
9, 1876, vae born James Ellis Sammonfl, 
the only child of C. C and Alice Hamil- 
ton Sammons. His early life was spent 
on hia father's farm and attending 
school in the conuntinity. As a boy, 
during the Winter months when the 
country schools were not in session, nor 
much work to be done on the farm, for 
several years he was engaged in a store 
at Godfrey, a near-by village. After at- 
tending school at Round Oak, in Jones 
county, where his uncle, Bev. E. W. 
Sammons, was principal, he was elected principal of the Godfrey 
school at the age of eighteen, where be taught for two years. He 
then entered Mercer University, Macon, Georgia, and graduated 
with the A.B. degree in 1900. After finishing his course at Mercer, 
he taught a year as asBistant principal of the school at Reynolds, 
Georgia. In 1901 he entered the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary at LouisviUe, Kentucky, and after a year at this place 
he became president of the Xorlii Georgia Baptist College at Mor- 
ganton, Georgia. He held this position for two years and then 
accepted the call to become pastor of the Decatur chnrch, Decatur, 
Georgia, where he remained until 1906. From 1906 to 1911 he 
was pastor of the First Baptist church at Brunswick, Georgia, and 
from 1911 to the present time, 1916, he has been pastor of the 
First Baptist church, at Griffin, Georgia. 

Upon his conversion hp united with Antioch Baptist church, 
located near the southern border of Morgan county, Georgia, a 
historic church of the Central Association. He was nine years old 
when he joined the church and was baptized by Dr. S. A. Bumey. 
He was ordained as a minister of the gospel while a student at 
Mercer University, in April, 1900, The presbytery consisted of 



BAPTIST BIOGRAPHY 809 

E. W. SammoDS, hie uncle; B. D. Ragsdale, of tiie chair of Bible 
tt Mercer University; and S. Enunett Stephens, a classmate and 
roommate, now a missionary in China. 

He is chairman of the fijiecutive Committee of the Flint Birer 
Association, a member of the Board of Trustees of Locust Grove 
Institute, Locust Grove, Georgia, and also of the Mary F. Willing- 
ham School at Blue Bidge, Georgia. He is a member of the State 
Uission Board, and President of the B. Y. P. U. Convention of 
Georgia, and Vice-President for Georgia of the Home Uission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

In 1902 he married Miss Martha Walton, of Reynolds, Georgia- 
Two children, Everett and Martha, have come into their home. 

As a boy he showed himself to be out of the ordinary. He was 
not only unusuaUy diligent and capable, but his Christian influence 
upon his asGociates was marked, and he was held in the highest es- 
teem by the people of his community on account of his courage of 
conviction even in the early years of his youth. 

His rise in the ministry has been both steady and rapid. Begin- 
ning with a suburban church wbidi at that time was in a rather 
struggling condition, his third pastorate upon which be entered nH 
the end of seven years, is one of the most important in the State;, 
The First Baptist church, of GrifBn, Georgia, is well within the 
half-score of the most important Baptist churches in Georgia. It 
has not as large a membership as many churdies in the State, but 
considering its contributions to the cause and the moral and 
spiritual influence that emanates from it, it is one of the most, 
important churches in the State. By way of substantiating thia 
fact it may be noted tiiat three years ago there were only six 
churches in the State that had a larger total in the State Conven- 
tinn Auditor's Report on gifts to the Schedule of Missions, l!dac»- 
tion, and Benevolences. Two years ago there were only six, and 
last year, 1916, there was only one. The importance of this church 
is also shown by the fact that it has had an unusually strong array 
of pastors, they always being men among the strongest in tiie de- 
nomination. But equal to the importance of this church has been 
the spiritual power he has exerted as its pastor. 
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In coiuideriiig the elanente of bis eaccesa, first of all u Qm 
bed-rork of his Christiui duncter. Added to this is a genial dia- 
position and an interest in people. He hu the facility of mingling 
with men. One of the imie things in the ministiy is for a man 
to have the gifts that qualify him to be both a good pastor and a 
good preacher. But he has this combination. In addition to 
what he iE as a man and hie manner of dealing with men, he has 
the gift of appealing to the heart with the simple truths of the 
Bible in language clear and beautiful, uttered with force and 
power. Preaching with force and power and possessed of conse- 
cration and tact sum up bis diaracter and abiliti'is. The Lord 
called him to preach because he had bestowed npon him the gifts 
of a preacher. 



JOHN RIGHABD SAMPEY. 



i 



He began teaching at the age of thir- 
teen; was superintendent of a Baptist 
Sunday-school at fifteen; was licensed 
to preach two months before he was six- 
teen, preaching frequently during this 
and the following year ; graduated with 
tlie first honor and the A.B. degree from 
Howard College at eighteen ; finished the 
full course at the Southern Baptist The- 
ological Seminary at twenty-one and 
was appointed the same year as instruc- 
tor in Hebrew, Greek, and Homiletics; 
was ordained to the gospel ministry on 
his twenty-second birthday; married the following year; receired 
the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity from Washington and 
Lee University at twenty-three; was elected aflsistant professor 
of Hebrew, Greek, and Homiletics at twenty-four and professor of 
Old Testament Interpretation at twenty-nine. There is no other 
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man in the South, perhapa no other in the whole world, witli sadi 
a record. 

John Bichard Sampey vas bom at Fort Deposit, Alabama, on 
th« 27th of September, 1863, being a birthday present to his mother 
vho was twen^-nine years old on that day. His father was the 
Ber. James L. Sampey, and his mother was Looiea Cochran Sam- 
pey. His father, who was a Methodist preacher, removed, three 
months later, his family to Bamer, Alabama, where they resided 
for nearly twenty years. Soon after their arriral in Bamer, Mr. 
and Mrs. Sampey united with the Baptist church in that place and 
Mr. Sampey was ordained as elder in the Baptist ministry. He 
preached to country Baptist churdies untU his health failed. 

The future professor of Hebrew received his early training at the 
academy located in Bamer, Alabama, where he was prepared for 
college. Daring his sixteenth year, he worked on the farm dnrii^ 
the day and read Latin with his father at night. He had ezpe- 
rience at all kinds of farm work ; plowing, hoeing, chopping wood, 
bnilding worm fences, breaking bark for his father's tanyard, 
keeping for two years a large flock of sheep, and assisting his 
father in the surveying of neighboring farms. 

The etudiouB young shepherd entered Howard College, Marion, 
Alabama, at sixteen and graduated with the highest honors three 
years later. There were three teachers, poeseBeing unusual gifts, 
who left a lasting impress upon this brilliant mind : Col. J. T. 
Murfee, LL.D., the honored president; Professor W. H. Owath- 
mey, and Professor T. J. Dill. Much attention vras given by him 
to voice culture and oratory, winning merited recognition in the 
literary society of which he was a member. 

He was one of the youngest graduates, if not the very youngea^ 
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary has ever had. He 
finished with the most distingaished honor the full theological 
course at the age of twenty-one years and nine months, thus com- 
pleting his academic, collegiate, and theological training a few 
months after attaining his majonty. He sat at the feet of Boyc^ 
BroaduB, Manly, Whitsitt, and Biggan, that group of notable per- 
sonalities who created the Seminary, gave direction to its world- 
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wide ministry, and imparted to it a spirit so distincli^y evangd- 
ical and erangelistic that the institution stands to-dqr witlioiit a 
peer in the reahn of Christian sdiolarship because of its harmoni- 
ous combination of fine learning and religious f error. Dr. Riggan 
died in April, 1885. The faculty surveyed the idiole of their con- 
stituency, seeking a worthy successor to Riggan, and they dioae J. 
R. Sampey, though at the time of his selection he had not quite 
finished his course. More than three decades have passed, but 
there has never been a moment when there has been on the part 
of any one the slightest question as to the wisdom of their dioioe. 
In point of service, he is now the senior member of the present 
faculty of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, honored and 
loved by his colleagues, his former and present students, as it is 
rarely the lot of any man to enjoy. 

Dr. Sampey was happily married, September 16th, 1886, to 
Annie, the charming daughter of Rev. Dr. J. J. D. Renfroe, at 
Talladega, Alabama. Three children have blessed this union. 

The amount of work which Dr. Sampey has done since his grad- 
uation, much of it drudgery, is astounding. The prodigious pace 
which he set during his college and seminary career, he has kept 
up through the years. He was also first instructor in Hebrew, 
Greek, and Homiletics and two years later he was made assistant 
professor. He corrected all the exercises in these departments, 
wading through thousands upon thousands of faulty translations 
made by the students from the English into the Hebrew, the Greek 
and correcting their mistakes, reading vast numbers of sermons 
and sermon outlines prepared by inexperienced preachers, making 
on the margin needed suggestions and criticism. He taught junior 
Hebrew with its tedious drilling of verbal forms, and junior Greek 
with its grammatical intricacies. Following the death of Dr. Basil 
Manly in 1892, Dr. Sampey was made professor of Old Testament 
Interpretation. For two years he did the entire work of the de- 
partment, lecturing fifteen hours each week until an abscess in the 
ear stopped his mad career. His chief fault has been undertak- 
ing more work than any human being has the right to attempt. 

On September 27th, 1885, his twenty-second birthday. Dr. 
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Sampe; was ordained to the gospel mmiBti7 at the Forks of 
Elkhorn Baptist church, in Woodford county, Eentuclgr. This 
church is one of the oldest in the State, being founded in 1788, by 
William Hickman, the first preacher to take np pastoral vork in 
the Blue Grasa. Dr. J. P. Boyoe, Dr. W. M. Pratt, Dr. E. M. 
Dudley, Dr. 0. F. Bagby, and Bev. Ben Quin composed the presby- 
tery. Dr. Sampey served this church for seventeen years, from 
1885 to 1891 and from 1904 to 1914. He was pastor for fire 
years of the Glen's Greek Baptist church. 

During hia second pastorate of the Forks of Elkboni Baptist 
church, he moved its location and built a church house costing 
nearly $10,000.00, which in point of equipment and availabili^ 
for social ministriea is unique among country diurches and is a 
distinct contribution to the solution of the problems which arise in 
the developing of the religious life in a country community. Great 
as is his success as a teacher, a lecturer, and a leader in enterprises 
of world-wide interest, be is equally great as a pastor and friend. 
Old and young in his two country churches were accustomed to 
call him "Brother Sampey." He possesses to an unusual degree 
the gift of comradeship, and every one, however limited his ability 
or his education, is made to realize that his pastor has a gennine 
personal interest in his welfare. Truly be has the shepherd heart 

Dr. Sampey was the first member of the Seminar; faculty to un- 
dertake extension work. For the past fifteen years the larger part 
of every Summer has been given to lecturing before Baptist State 
assemblies, encampments, and schools for preachers. There is not 
a single Southern State which he has not visited. He has been 
compelled to postpone the publication of works which would have 
brought merited recognition in the world of scholarship in order to 
further this movement which seeks especially to aid those who can- 
not secure the advantages of a seminary training. 

Following the death of Dr. Broadns, Dr. Sampey was chosen to 
sncceed him as a member of the International Lesson Committee. 
His colleague, Dr. J. I. D. Hinds, writing in 1899, thus describes 
Dr. Sampey: "On account of his profonnd scholarship, he is a 
fit successor to the late Dr. Broadns whose place he took on the 
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Jk M iffeii0cnl\j ^SuMJTBmMk of the la b e M B uma Bc on Ae Old Ti 
$$mA \jm0MA. \u Btattm of dtraxdogr sod iiiiHja e taik M he » 
* «»/>: irvii4«. y^^mu^ pr^jgnsmiTe^ rigarxm^ ht Udi fnr id ph« 
//#«/;> Y^/» //f tjj^ujD^esH to the Lnmi Gmmitirr* He ddiv- 
<rf<'/j, ;/> ] '^] 1 , A ib#^ri«9C of LKtuTM befoR the gtiufciiti of the Soiztli- 
*^ni I^;/t/«t Tii^Af/frlfAi Semiiiftnr upon the devdopmoit of flie 
mtfU rtt HtuktitLy-^hf/A rooTemeDt in which he has taken so pnnni- 
tit'hi H j/ftrt HtA ihtf99i', ItictareB with much TalnaUe added material 
Wi^nt ptiUUkinnl by th^; Fleming H. Berell Company nnder the titiey 
'^Thi*, IttU'rnniUfUHl lA^mtm SygteuL" 

7*h" lifi'fMry work of I>r. Sampey ooTen an extended field. He 
AMiNf/yl in ih<; revision of the Old Testament for Hie Improved 
liiM<% \tMh\'\%\m\ in 1912 by the American Baptist Publication So- 
f'ii'iy, li<! Ix'in^ nfsfwnsible for eig^t books of the Old Testament 
If in flfut ptibli<«tion was in 1890, *Thc First Thirty Years of the 
Hoiifh^Tn Iia|if.iMt Theological Seminary/' His syllabus for the Old 
TuMiitMicni Im a work with which all seminary men have been famil- 
iitr, porlmpN not ko familiar as they desired on the day they took 
((«firninfi(.ion in Old Testament Interpretation. A good book, it is 
rnllM»r clinicnlf to Mindy dovotionally. His 'Tleart of the Old Tes- 
InnifMir* JM on«« <»f the ti^xt-books in the teacher-training course of 
lilt* ltn|)(ir<l Smidiiy School Board. He is now engaged upon a 
r(iniini*nliirv nn iHiiinh in the American Commentary series and 
HunfJH r WW (Jimu^mIm in our (Convention series. In 1907 he wrote 
thi' ihlMuuMMl Sundiiy-Hohool lessons on "The Ethical Teaching of 
.for.nN." \v)nh» \\\v 8t^iH)nd year senior graded lessons, also prepared 
in hint (wx tMir Sunday School Board, have just appeared. 
Or. Sinnp<\v is an aet>>n^>lished linguist and philologist. He is 
\\\w of (ho ft\renu>st Hebraists of America, possessing to a remark- 
nMo th\>;n<^ the |v^wer to axniken enthusiastic interest in the ex- 
Itrtotini: of Hohnnv n>t>ts and in the forming of the varied and per- 
l^loNuiji *>Nnjnjr^tions of the verb. He has set hundreds of men 
aflante with the th^sirt^ to know llehivw. The list of languages 
n^th \0\\oh he is familiar is lone iind imnrwssive: Hebrew, Greek, 
l^t*^\ \rabu\ Ar*niaiv\ S\riav\ Ooi^tio, French, German, and Ital- 
>a^. 
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A teacher who has no nickname haa not won completely the ad- 
miration and the affection of his atudents. The nickname must 
poaseBs evident appropriateness if it is to be passed on from one 
generation of admirers to another. Dr. Sampey is known as 
"Tiglath Pileser." Some of the more irreverent in the interest 
of brevity call him "Tig." Tiglath PUeser is one of the many 
strangers to whom seminary stadents are introdnced during their 
coarse in Old Testament Interpretation. He was the founder of 
the second Assyrian empire, the eighth century B. C. embodiment 
of Alexander the great, Julius Cesar, Napoleon Bonaparte, Stone- 
wall Jackson, mixed wilii Qenerol Joffre and Count Von Hinden- 
burg. He was a justly famous administrator, a great military 
genius and the finest drill master of hia age. "He establiahed a 
standing army which he made by careful training and eqoipment 
an irresistible engine of war." "The seminary boys" perhaps have 
not sought to give a logical reason for their feeling of the ap- 
propriateness of this name as applied to Dr. Sampey, yet they do 
know that they are under a great drill master who "by careful 
training and equipment" is transforming raw recruits into an 
irresistible, victorious army of the Lord. 

Dr. Sampey is admired and tenderly loved by hia stadents. 
Alert, more interested in men than in books, possessing the finest 
social spirit and to a degree rarely found in a scholar, ready to 
make any sacrifice to help a worthy brother in need, uncompromis- 
ing in the performance of any duty with moral standards that re- 
mind one of the prophets of the pre-exilic period, there are few men 
more warmly loved or more worthy of the love they receive. Par- 
reaching as will be his infiuence as a teacher, a scholar, an author, 
he will live longest in other lives as one who, though great in at- 
tainment, was greatest of all in the thoroughly human interest in 
others, and in the sincere Christly devotion which everywhere he 
manifested to men wherever he met them. 
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FHEDEEICK OLIVER SANDEB8. 




Writing • biography of a living per- 
eoD is BimiUr, in at least one parttcnlar, 
' naming a baby. There ia alvajs 
I some riak in naming the baby for a bv- 
Ing celebrity. A thoroughly good diar- 
acter ia like a very fine watch, a delicate 
piece of machinery. It is a compound 

Ior composition of many elements, and, 
like the vatch, gum one of the com> 
ponent parts and its naefnlneHs is eitiier 
destroyed or greatly handicapped. And 
as to the good character, there are so 
many ways in which it may be affected, 
that it is quite impoeeible to say what a day may bring forth to 
disgrace the person for whom the baby was named, or whose vir- 
tues have been extolled in biography. 

In that connection it may be truthfully said that the average 
biography of modem times is but little more than a synopaie of 
the virtues and benefactions of a given person, set forth oa an 
example worthy of emulation. And since the virtues and good 
deeds of the living are so easily overshadowed by some small mis- 
deed, and the wholesome effect destroyed, it follows that what 
seems to be an authentic biography of to-day may become a bar* 
lesque for to-morrow. It would probably he better if the andent 
style of telling it all, good and bad, in biographical sketdiea was 
adhered to in modem times. 

However, whatever the general rule may be aa to the risk 
assumed in a biographical sketch of the living, no fears are enter- 
tained respecting the subject of this sketch. It is quite improba- 
ble that there will be any radical departure from a path consistently 
trodden from the earliest childhood. 

Frederick Oliver Sanders, beet known as simply Fred Sanders, 
is the Bon of James Preston and Ellen Parker Sanders, both of 
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•whom are etill living. He was bom November the 30th, 1880, on 
a farm near KuoxviUe, Knox county, Tennessee, and is, therefore, 
nor in hie thirtj-eiztb year. If there be any advantage in an 
obscure birth, or in battling with the horrors of poverty in child- 
hood, then Fred started off at a disadvantage, for hie pareota were 
among the best-to-do in the commonly in which they lived. Con- 
sequently Fred was always sufficiently supplied with what are ordi- 
narily known as the necessities of life, plenty to eat, plenty to 
wear, and ample protection from the extremes of weather. In 
truth it may be said that the Sanders family enjoyed many of the 
luxuries of life. 

The father of Fred Sanders has always been a devout member 
of the Primitive Baptist church, which fact has not always inured 
to the benefit of his son, Fred. For example, the father, himself 
educated above the average of his generation, holds to a rather 
peculiar view respecting an educated ministry. For all profes- 
sional and commercial purposes be believes implicitly in a finished 
education, but when it comes to the ministry, well, that is different. 
He has always held strongly to the belief that all expounders of the 
gospel should be "called and qualified" of Qod — especially "quali- 
fied." Hence he was not always in full sympathy with his son's 
efforts for a higher education as an aid to his ministry. While 
be threw no obstacles directly in his son's way, he did not give 
him the unstinted support he should have had. 

However, notwithstanding the lack of encouragement from his 
father, Fred, possessed by nature, as he was, with his full share of 
resourcefulness, ambition, and initiative, availed himself of every 
opportuni^ to acquire an education. While yet at home, and as 
a sort of matter-of-course, he completed the public school course, in- 
cluding the grammar school and high school work. It was while 
doing service in the literary sode^ in high school that he first 
displayed capacity for public address. It was, also, while in high 
school, probably in his first year, that he entered a declamatory 
contest in which there were a half-dozen participants, all of whom 
were his seniors in age and in class, and took from them witli 
apparent ease a medal as the best decUimer. 
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In speakiiig of him a f dlofw studeiit and playmate sa jb : ^Aa a 
natural stunnlns to his calling as a minister, be seems to be 
endowed with a large faculty of Teneration. Our earliest reooUee- 
tions of him as we played together in childhood are full of bis 
singing and praying. He could not have been more than four 
years old when he b^an to conduct those 'play' diurdi serrices. 
His entire life stands as a flat denial of the too preralent theory 
that the Voung man must sow his wild oats.' In him, indeed, is 
exemplified the adage that ^What the diild admired, the youth 
desired, and the man acquired/'' 

Upon leaving the high sdiool he went one session to Carson and 
Newman College as a ministerial student, and then and there 
caught his first real inspiration to be a sdiolar. Without the finan- 
cial support due him from his father, he was compelled either to 
ask credit for his school expenses, or to find a sdiool where he 
mij^t ^Vork his way." He took the latter course, and having a 
friend in touch with the Southern Normal TJniversiiy at Hunting- 
don, Tennessee, he enrolled there the following Fall. There he 
took fever and was thrown out of school for the remainder of that 
sc:holastie year. The following Fall he taught school in Alabama, 
where he met with a large measure of success, so much so that he 
was in demand in that State the following years so long as he 
desired to remain. They called him a *Tankee** in Alabama be- 
cause he could give his r's their proper sound. 

While in Alabama he met Miss Fannie Meadows, a young lady 
of excellent family and a charming personality, whom he married 
in December of 1904. To that union have been born two children, 
James, a boy now eleven years old, and a girl, little Charlotte, now 
three years old, and the love, harmony, and happiness of that fam- 
ily are circumscribed only by their temperamental capacity. 

The period of his ordained ministry dates from the Summer of 
1903, at which time he was ordained in the Powells Station Bap- 
tist church, near Knoxville, Tennessee. At no period since his 
ordination has he given himself over fully and exclusively to the 
ministry, that is, in the sense that the ministry comprehends 
nothing more than preaching and pastoral work. While he has 
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been constantly in demand to fill some pulpit, he baa held but 
three paetoratea. In 1904 for a few months he had charge of the 
Baptist chnrdi at Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, and the church 
at Coweta, Oklahoma. In 1910 and 1911, be was pastor of the 
New Hope church, at Helena, Tennessee, in connection with 
his school work at that place. His not having heretofore given 
himself over exclusively to the ministry is probably due to his 
phenomenal success as a teacher, which he regards as a form of 
ministry. 

At the time he married he was teaching school in Knox county, 
Tennessee, but had not completed any course in a higher institu- 
tion of learning. But at that time, as he has ever since been, he 
was full to the brim of indefatigable energy, coupled with a frugal, 
economizing disposition; and in this last respect his wife baa 
contributed largely. Since his marriage, out of his earnings he 
first completed a course in the Tennessee Normal College, from 
which he graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree. Later he 
took one year's work at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky. While in the Seminary and about the close 
of his first year there was a vacancy in one of the Mountain 
Schools in Tennessee, in Fentress county. This school was under 
the supervision and control of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Application was made by those immediately in charge of mountain 
schools to the Seminary for a suitable person to take charge of the 
Stockton's Valley Baptist Institute at Helena, Tennessee. Mr. 
Sanders was recommended as the proper one and so, entirely with- 
out solicitation by him, be was elected principal of that mountain 
school. Feeling that the work was in line with his life's work; 
that it was indeed an opportunity of a lifetime for real Christian 
service, he left the Seminary at the close of bis first year's work 
and took charge of that mountain school, some twelve miles or 
more from a railroad. He went there in 1910, leaving in the 
Spring of this year, 1916, after six years of work that can never 
die. The progress of that school and its general effect upon that 
rural, remote mountain county was nothing short of phenomenal 
and revolutionary. It was said by one stranger who visited the 
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neighborhood after Fred had been there four jears^ that the reputa- 
tion and influence of the school were known and felt for a radius 
of fifty miles from Helena. When he had been there but one year 
and when the prospects of the surroundings looked rather unfavor- 
able as a place for his boy to get early impressions, he seriously 
considered leaving. Thereupon one of the citizens of tbe oom- 
munity who o^v^led considerable land proposed to give or to deed 
him a small acreage provided he would remain as long as five 
years with them. This is an evidence of two things : first, the far- 
sightedness of that mountaineer, and second, the keen appreciation 
they felt for Fred's services among them. "Prof. Sanders/' as 
they called him there, was overcome by the offer and contracted 
to remain the required period. He went straight to work on a 
small residence, and, as an act of appreciation on his part, erected 
one of the nicest little bungalows in the entire county. During his 
stay there he procured through the Home Mission Board and the 
citizens of the conmiunity means with which to repair and enlarge 
their school building, to erect a modern sixteen-room dormitory 
for young ladies, and an unusually large, well-arranged, hand- 
somely designed church edifice, at a total cost of between five and 
ten thousand dollars. After the short public school term would 
close in the Fall, the teachers would themselves spend the balance 
of the year in school at Helena. The condition was almost ideal 
for that particular neighborhood, and no teacher, either of our 
own times or of the earlier periods of American history, ever en- 
joyed more privileges or was more respectfully and royally treated 
than was Prof. Sanders by that shrewd, simple-minded, mountain 
folk. And in return his feeling and consideration for and of them 
are paternal. In nothing does he find more pleasure than rehears- 
ing his experiences while "in the mountains.*' 

For this year, 1916, having finally given up his mountain school, 
he has been elected to and is now filling the chair of Science in 
LaGrange College, at LaGrange, Missouri. Since going there he 
has written that his prospects are "great.** What his work there 
will be can at this time be nothing more than prophecy, but it if 
predicted that it will be a success, or at least one continuous effort 
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toward that end on his part. It shotild be said, also, that thii 
poaitioa came to him unsolicited. 

Fred 0. Sanders ma; be described as a young man, clean in 
bis habits, earnest and consdentioTis in his work, loft; in his am- 
bition and ideals, fall to the overflov of energy, and of nnim- 
peadiable integrity. What more coold (me hope to have said aboat 
him? 



JAMES SOLOMON SETTLE. 




In the historic old county of Elber^ 
in the Northeastern portion of Georgia, 
on April 36, 1863, James Solomon 
Settle vas bom. 

His father was a member of one of 
the most prominent families in the 
State, and no better citizen aided in 
building his State than James S. Settle, 
St. His mother was Miss Senie A. 
Mathews, from one of the leading fami- 
lies of Oglethorpe county. This family 
has given many of its most prominent 
church workers to the Baptist denomi- 
nation in Georgia. 

When five years of age young James moved with his family to 
Oglethorpe county, near ^e home of Hon. James M. Smith, at 
present known as Smithonia. Thence he removed to Forsyth 
county, where he attended the public schools of the communis 
and grew to manhood, always loving the church and loyal to its 
interests. 

At the early age of fifteen years he united with the Sharon Bap- 
tist church, of Forsyth county, and this church ordained him to 
the full work of the gospel ministry February S~, 1892. The or- 
daining presbytery consisted of Revs. A. J. Kelly, Cobb Connor^ 
and D. W, DeVore. 
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He was married at Suwanee, (Jeorgia, in 1884, to Miaa Jane 
(KEtouke; from this union there have been bom four children: 
Ernest Thomas> Bobert Henry^ James Victor, and Amma Bentha. 

Mr. Settle has been wonderfully successfully in his ministerial 
career, and is a fine business man, owning several splendid pieces of 
leal estate in the city of Winder, (Georgia. 

Since entering the ministry he has been pastor of the following 
churches: Mi Salem, Hall county; Concord, Milton county; 
Shady Qrove, Forsyth county; Walnut Grove, Jackson county; 
Sugar Hill, Gwinnett county; Bethel, Forsyth county; Cedar 
Creek, Barrow county; Bay Creek, Gwinnett county; Cord Mill, 
Clarke county; Loganville, Gwinnett county; Antioch, Gwinnett 
county; Bethel, Barrow county; Liberty, Gwinnett cotmty; Mt. 
Vernon, Gwinnett county; Double Springs and Ebenezer, Walton 
county; Ebenezer, Gwinnett county; Mt. Tabor, Gwinnett county; 
Sandy Creek, Morgan county; Meadow, Colbert, Ila and Bogers, 
in Madison county. 

Few ministers in this section have baptized more members into 
file fellowship of the churches. Over one hundred were added to 
his churches during the year 1915. He is in thorough harmony 
with the organized work of his denomination, and intensdy evangel- 
istic. In his pastoral work, he is alert and tactful and is especially 
interested in Sunday-school work. His churches are sane and 
aggressive, contributing to all the objects fostered by the Georgia 
Baptist Convention. 

His bright, cheerful disposition and optimistic spirit naturally 
draw to him many friends, and no minister in the State is better 
loved by his people. 

Loyal to the doctrines of the Baptist denomination he is ortho- 
dox to the core, believing in the Bible from cover to cover. He 
preaches the old-time gospel with power and stands at all times 
earnestly contending for the faith once delivered to tlie saints. His 
life has been given to the rural churches, and there are few more 
successful workers than he among the strong country churches of 
the State. 
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LAUAB SIHS. 



One of the most highly respected and 

^^^^^^ onivcnBll; loved men that ever lived 

^^^^^^^ in JonesboTO, Georgia, vu William 

^^H^^^ft Thomu Sims. Everybody in the com- 

^^^^^^^L mimity claimed him as their friend, 

^^^^^^^w especially the poor. It was his pleasure 

^^^^^V^ to help the needy, to encourage the de- 

^j^^^V spondent, and to 'render any reasonable 

^^r^^^^ service to the unfortunate. In bosineBS 

^M^^^^^^^ he was successful for a long period of 

H^^^^^^^^^^l years, yet he did not amass a great 

^^Bi^^^^^^^^Bl fortune. The education of his children 

and the anpport of his church and his 

material assistance to those in distress taxed his income year by 

year to tiie limit 

Hie first wife was Miss Mary Allen, a descendant of one of 
Georgia's best families. No wife ever had a more faithful hus- 
band, and no children a more devoted father than the wife and 
children of William Thomas Sima. Every pastor he ever had 
found in him a friend and brother in deed and in truth. His 
church and his pastor and his Lord had the first place in his affec- 
tions, and he was ever ready to spend and be spent for the glory 
of his Savior and Lord. One of his greatest delists for man; 
years was to visit neighboring churches and general gatherings 
and speak and take collections for the Georgia Baptist Orphans* 
Home. 

The only son of William Thomas and Mary Allen Sims vaa 
Lamar Sims, who was bom in Jonesboro, Georgia, May 14, 1876. 
The boyhood of Mr, Sims was spent in Jonesboro, Georgia, where 
he received his primary education in the grammar and high schooL 
It was his good fortune to be under the tutorage of such distin- 
guished educators as Profs. B. T. Hunter, George Looney, Otia 
Ashmore, and B. L. Paine. After finishing bis high sdiool edaca- 
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tion> Mr. Sims entered the mercantile business with his father. 
He continued in business until 1896^ at which time he yielded 
to the call to preach the gospel. In 1895 he was happily converted 
and united with the Jonesboro Baptist churchy and was baptized 
by the pastor^ Bev. Elim Culpepper. Immediately upon his union 
with the church he became active in Christian work. 

Upon making his decision to preach the gospel he retired from 
business and entered the Freshman class of Mercer University, 
Macon, Georgia, in 1897, which was during the presidency of Dr. 
P. D. Pollock. As a student Mr. Sims was diligent and faithful, 
and he made a good* record during the four years he spent at 
Mercer, from which school he graduated with an A.B.. degree in 
1901. His consistent life and devotion to Christian du^ made a 
profound impression upon his fellow students and upon the faculty 
as well. 

While a student at Mercer University, in 1898, Mr. Sims was 
ordained to the full work of the gospel ministry by the Jonesboro 
Baptist church. The presbytery was composed of Bevs. Elim 
Culpepper, J. C. Camp, and Dr. S. Y. Jameson. 

Though he took the full course at Mercer University, he preached 
nearly every Sunday. The church in Jonesboro, where he was 
bom and reared, and where he went to school and was in busi- 
ness, the church in which he was converted and baptized and by 
which he was ordained, conferred upon him the unusual but 
worthy honor of calling him to its pastorate while he was still a 
student. The call was accepted and the Lord greatly blessed his 
labors. Those who had known him from childhood showed their 
appreciation of his pure life and their confidence in his Chris- 
tianity by a regular attendance upon his ministry and by co-operat- 
ing with him in his pastoral undertakings. While a student at 
Mercer, Mr. Sims also served the churches at Biverdale, Clayton 
county; Luella, Henry county, and Bemer, in Monroe county, all 
in Gteorgia. In spite of all this extra work, Mr. Sims made such 
an excellent stand in his college course that he was chosen as a 
debater and as the anniversarian of his class. 

After his graduation from Mercer University, Mr. Sims ac- 
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eepted a call to the chorch at Cochran, Qeorgia, for fnll tune, 
and served that church from 1901 to 1903. In 1904 Vi. Sims 
noeived a flattering call from the First church, MiUedgeviUe, Qeor- 
gia, vhicb he accepted and where be continued as pastor for nearly 
seven years. In addition to his pastoral duties, he iras chaplain 
of the Georgia State Sanitarium two years. Few young men have 
ever had larger opportunities and greater responsibilities than Ur. 
Sims had while pastor at Milledgeville. His church was situated 
between two of Georgia's greatest schools, the Georgia Normal and 
Industrial College, for girls, and the Georgia Military College, 
for young men. These two institutions were thronged with pupils 
from every part of the State, and they attended upon his ministry 
in large numbers. Many of the students in both colleges were 
from Baptist homes, and the parent* looked to Mr. Sims to give 
them spiritual counsel. The young men and the young women 
found in him a congenial companion, a wise counselor, and a true 
friend, and they respected him as a minister and loved him as a 
brother. 

In 1911, Mr. Sims resigned the pastorate of the First church, 
Milledgeville, to accept a call to the First church, Albany, Geor- 
gia, where he is pastor at the present date, 1916. Here, as in all 
tiie other churches he has served, his labors have been greatly 
blessed. The spiritual life of the First church, Albany, has been 
greatly strengthened under his ministry, and it has been led to 
erect a beautiful house of worship, which when completed and 
furnished will cost approximately $50,000. In his present chsrge 
be has done the best work of his life. Albany is an important 
boainess center, and the First Baptist churdi has an equipment for 
its work second to none in all that section of the State. 

As a preacher Mr. Sims is thoughtful, systematic, sincen, ear- 
nest, and deeply spiritual. In his sermons he informs the head and 
never fails to reach the hearts of his people. They believe in his 
religion because his precepts are reinforced by his example. As a 
pastor he feeds the flock on the sincere milk of the Word and on 
the strong meat of the gospel. His success is in leading and not 
in driving the flock. They know his voice and they follow him. 
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In bis OTeraight he is not uiunindfnl of the ve&k, and in him tiuff, 
find a sympathetic and helpful friend. No human being eint 
sinkB 80 low in sin and shame but that he is willing to extend 
a helping hand. Among the rich and cultured and among the 
poor and ignorant he moves with equal ease, sud is the recognized 
friend of all. 

The chief charm of Lamar Sims is bis gnilelesa life. In thou^t 
and language and life he is as virtuous as a maiden, and t<a 
righteousness and truth be is as brave as a warrior. With all hii 
gentleness he is a man among men, and not a mere preacher 
among women, and is equally loved and respected by both. 
Though be has not reached the meridian of his nsefuInesB, his 
past achievements are a prophecy of a greater future. 




JAMES GARY SOLOMON. 

The subject of this sketch, Dr. J. C. 
Solomon, was bom in Twiggs coonfy, 
on the Solomon homestead, near old 
Marion, the former oounty site, a pUoe 
long noted for the warm Southern hoe- 
pitality that reigned in its cnltored 
homes. He was the son of Hon, W. L. 
Solomon, and his mother's maiden name 
was Avarilla G. Fitzpatrick, representing 
two of the oldest and most honormUe 
families in the South. 

His early life was spent on his father's 
plantation, which, with its refined and 

cultured home and varied diversions and activities for boyhood 

energies, was an ideal situation for the development of the higher 

type of Southern gentleman. 

His primary education was obtained principally at Marimi 

Academy, Hon. B. S. Fitzpatrick, now County School Superintend- 
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«iit of Twiggs coim^, being his instructor for a large part of his 
early school life. Early in life he manifested a strong passion for 
atady, and soon formed the habit of dose application to booka. 
This pasaioD for scholarly porsnits has marked his entire aftvr 
life. 

While qnite young be gradoated at Mercer Univernty, Maocm, 
Qeorgia, with Qie A3, degree, and after this received the A.1L 
degree from this inetitntion. While at Mercer his forensic abil- 
ity gained for him the distinction of an appointment as one of 
the champion debaters for the college. 

After he finished his literary education at Mercer, he studied at 
the Atlanta Medical College, Atlanta, Qeorgia, where he graduated 
with honors, being valedictorian of hia class. Having practiced 
medicine for a short time he left that profession for other fields 
of endeavor more snited to his tastes and talents. 

While only a lad be felt himself a lost sinnw, and early in life 
gave his heart to God and nnited with the Baptist diiirch, at 
Stcme Creek, Tvriggs cotmfy, nnder the pastorate of Bev. P. W, 
£dge, and feeling called to preach he was ordained at Bidiland 
church, Bev. E. J. Coates and Bev. 8. C. Hood forming the pres- 
bytery. Since his ordination as a minister he haa given hia life 
to his denomination and other kindred work. He stndied at 
Korthfield and at Chicago University. 

During his ministry he has held some of Uie most important 
charges in the State. Among these may be counted his services 
st Macon, Dublin, and Atlanta. Besides, he was at one time an 
evangelist of extensive and favorable reputation. 

He served for a short time as Dean of Coz College, CoUsgs 
Park, Georgia, and in this and the other offices which he has been 
called to fill with a high sense of duty he gave himself nnflindi- 
in^j to the service of those whose interests were entrusted to hia 
care. 

Dr. Solomon was for a considerable time superintendent of tlis 
State Anti-Saloon League, in which office he labored mightilj for 
the redemption of Georgia from the rum evil whicji has been a 
curse to her people so long. Side by side he stood with Mr. J. B. 
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Bidiardfly Hon. Seaborn Wright, Hon. W. A. CoTington, Dr. L. O. 
Hardnum, Mrs. Mary Harris Armour, and others who f on^t val- 
iantly to free the State from the whisky traffic In this field per- 
haps he did the most effective work of his past life, and the over- 
throw of the whisky demon in Georgia is due in considerable de- 
gree to his splendid efforts. In season and out of season, over hill 
and dale, in country and dty, he went with a zeal worthy of this 
noble cause, sounding the alarm against this great evil that was 
sapping the very life of the State. 

Dr. Solomon is also a patriot. He loves his coxmtry as well as 
his fellowman. On a number of occasions he has publicly advo- 
cated the weal of his native land. With uncompromising principle 
and burning zeal he pleads for dvic righteousness, striving always 
to make the city and countryside better for his presence and his 
efforts. Not infrequently the patron of the red light district, 
the rum seller, the character assassin, the despoiler of homes have 
quivered and blanched as the speaker, with fiery denunciation, has 
laid bare their nefarious plans. With love and prayer he carries 
his State and his nation on his heart. 

But while he has been useful and happy in his several spheres 
of activities no field has been so inviting, no task so engaging, as 
the preaching of the gospel to a lost world. In no other endeavor 
is he quite so happy. Yea, the winning of the lost is the passion 
of his soul. Over and over as he has stood before great congrega- 
tions declaring the unsearchable riches of Jesus, and as men and 
women would break down in the confession of their sins, flie 
speaker would ofttimes weep for joy. Let us hope that in the 
great crowning day he will wear his crown with stars. 

Dr. Solomon is an author of no mean ability. Among the 
books written by him are "The Bugle Blast,*' 'The Reign of Kie,** 
'Tjights and Shadows,** and others. He is author of a book of 
verses and other poems which has been highly commended. Dr. 
Solomon is a pleasing writer, as he is also a fiuent speaker, and 
his word rings with truth and sincerity that always delights his 
hearers. 

Dr. Solomon has not been without recognition by his denomi- 
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jution. More than once he has served with credit to hinuelf and 
to the body aa one of the vice-presidenta of tiie Georgia Baptiat 
CoDvention. For a Qumber of years he waa ■ valuable member 
(tf the troBteea of Mercer TTniversity, Macon, Georgia, and of Be»- 
de Tift Collie, Forsyth, Georgia. In all the fields where he baa 
labored he has been fiuthfnl to his denomination, and his civic and 
Christian life has been withont reproach. 

While Dr. Solomon lives in Atlanta, he has scores of friendi 
and loved ones in old Twiggs connty, Georgia, the friends of his 
childhood. It ia these that be delights to visit; it is these tliat 
he loves the most. 

May his useful life be spared for man; 3rears to loving friends 
and relatives and appreciative people, and when the snnset of 
his existence here shall blend into a more glorions light of eternal 
day, may he hear the Master's words, "Well done, good and faith- 
fol servant" 



EUGENE WOOTTON STONE. 



Dr. James L. Stone and his wife, Mrs. 
Martha Agnee Stone, represented two 
well-known families of Eastern Vir- 
ginia. They made their home in the 
lowlands until the beginning of the war 
between the States, Dr. Stone entered 
the army and made a gallant soldier 
until he was mustered out of service on 
account of sickness. In order to regain 
his health he removed to the mountains 
in the Western part of the State. At 
the close of the war Dr. Stone moved to 
Auburn which was then a tittle moan- 

tain hamlet, where he engaged in the practice of his profession. 

In the course of years nine children were bom to Dr. and Mrs. 




830 BAPTIST BIOQBAPHT 

Stone, seven boys and two girls. The eldest son was Eugene^ 
Wootton Stone/ who was bom near Badford, Virginiay September 
28th, 1864. 

Dr. Stone was a gentleman of the old school, and he had some' 
peculiar ideas about bringing up boys. He did not think they 
ought to grow up in idleness, so he bought a farm and set them i» 
work, as he said, to keep them out of mischief. They were made^ 
to work, but it is a question whether they were kept out of mis- 
chief, for boys will be boys in spite of farms and fathers. It wa& 
on this mountain farm that Eugene Wootton Stone received hi& 
manual training which gave him a well-developed body. The tidi 
valleys and fertUe hillsides and the lofty mountains about him were 
sources of inspiration. They developed in him that grim determir. 
nation and persistence which have characterized his whole life. 
In these respects he is a typical mountaineer. 

Mr. Stone received his primary education in the grammar and 
high schools of his local community. He worked at his books with 
the same diligence with which he performed his daily tasks on the 
farm. As a result he was recognized as an apt pupil by his teadi- 
ers and fellow-students. It was his custom to master the lessons 
assigned him, no matter their length, and the more difficult the 
problem the harder he would work at it. It was his delight as a, 
boy to wade through thought-provoking subjects, and such sub^ 
jects have never lost their charm for him. 

After finishing the high school he entered Bichmond Coll^;^ 
Bichmond, Virginia, where he made a good record in all his dassea* 
In the Fall of 1885 he entered Bochester Theological Seminary^ 
Bochester, New York, from which he graduated in 1888. As in 
the high school and the college, Mr. Stone was a painstaking sta- 
dent in the Seminary. A diploma to him was only a sign that he 
was prepared to study. Shallow thoughts on commonplace sub* 
jects have no charm for him, but books from the pens of master- 
minds are his delight. 

In October following his graduation he was happily married to 
Miss Margaret Johnston, whose father, Bev. Peter Johnston, was 
a near kinsman of Oeneral Joseph E. Johnston, of international 
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fame, especially in militar; drolea. Three cbUdren hare come to 
bri^tai ^Dd bleas their home. ' 

In a series of meetings conducted b; Bev, J. B. Harrison, in' 
1877, Ur. Stone was h^pilj converted and was baptized by Dr.. 
HftTFison. Dt. - Harrison was a great preacher in his day in Vir- 
ginia. He was the founder of the Intermont Baptist Female Col-' 
lege, of Bristol, Virginia, and the father-in-law of Sam D. and 
Boiling H. Jones, of Atlanta, Georgia. 

Mr. Stone's first pastorate was at Carmel, the county seat of 
Pntnam county. New York. It was there he was ordained on' 
August 16, 1888, by a council composed of representatives of all 
the near-by sister churches, as is the general custom of Northern 
Baptista. The sliccesa of the young pastor was gratifying to the 
members of bis flock and attracted the attention of leading bretii- 
ren beyond the limits of his county and State. 

In the early Spring of 1892, Hr, Stone was called to the pa»-, 
torate of the Fourth diurcb, of Paterson, New Jersey. Vta eight 
years that State enjoyed the fruits of his life and ministry. For 
five of those years he was vice-president of the New Jersey Baptist 
State Convention and was closely identified with all the interests 
of the denomination. The ability of Mr. Stone as a preacher and 
hie success as a pastor and denominational leader while in New 
Jersey attracted the attention of the Qrand Avenue church. New 
Haven, Connecticut Accordingly, that church, in the Fall of 
1899, invit«d him to become itd pastor. The call was accepted and 
for nearly sii years he led the church into larger fields of nsefol- 
iiess. Both in Paterson and New Haven Kr. Stone had to grapple 
with the problems of city churches. Besides the attractions and 
distractions of a large ci^, be faced a multitude of "isms" and 
had to deal with hordes of foreigners from almost all lands. Bat 
in spite of these difficulties his churches grew in numbers, in 
spirituality, in activities, and in Christian liberality. 

Like most men, he loved his native State, and when ttie 
Immaouel cburdi, Richmond, Virginia, where he received his col- 
lege education, invited him to become its pastor, he accepted the 
call and took charge of the church in 1906. In tiie service of this 
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church, located in the capital of his native State, he spent three 
happy and successful years. In June, 1908, he was called <m to 
sever the pastoral and native ties which had been so greatly en- 
joyed, to become pastor of the First Baptist church, jBilizabeth 
City, North Carolina. The fruits of this union fully justified the 
belief that it was of the Lord. Pastor and people labored happily 
together. In September, 1912, Mr. Stone was called to the Bap- 
tist church at Fort Valley, Georgia. The quiet of a small town, 
located in the very heart of a great Baptist State, and the home of 
the luscious peach and the balmy climate, added to the opportuni- 
ties which the church afforded for doing a great work, led Mr. 
Stone to give up his work at Elizabeth City, North Carolina, and 
accept the call at Fort Valley, Georgia. After two years he re- 
signed this pastorate and became financial secretary of Besaie 
Tift College, Forsyth, (Georgia. While in the service of the oclr 
lege he was called to the pastorate of the First Baptist churdit 
Newnan, Georgia, where (in 1916) he is doing a substantial work 
and is growing in popular favor with his people. 

Mr. Stone, while a modest man, is a congenial companion, ea- 
pecially to those who delight to dwell on serious and deep subjects. 
The wide range of his observations in the varied fields, as to loca- 
tion and character, in which he has labored, and his extensive and 
thoughtful reading make him one of the best informed men on 
general subjects in the Baptist ministry. In his preaching he is 
systematic and logical, and remarkably free from extremes. His 
sermons show thorough preparation, and his utterances attract and 
hold the attention of his hearers. Preaching the gospel is a serious 
business with him, but not more so than his life among his people. 
What he is in character and what he does in relation to his fel- 
lows reinforce his preaching. As a token of appreciation of his 
real worth, he was made one of the vice-presidents of the State 
Baptist Convention of (Jeorgia, at its session in 1916. 

Mr. Stone's early ambition was the law. But by an ordinary, 
though no less remarkable coincidence, he was led to the ministry. 
By a train of circumstances, starting with the barking of a dog, 
Frederick W. Robertson became a preacher; and a simple question 
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put b; bis ' father, wbo all unsuspected had stood for some tune 
watching him engaged at a common task, altered the wbole coune 
or cnrreut of Ur. Stone's life. He has been greatly cheered in all 
his ministry by the large number of additions to the churdies he 
has served. He has occasionally written for the denominational 
papers and for other papers and magazines. 



ROBERT HALL TKIBBLE. 




Hr. Robert Hall Tribble, the subject 
of this sketch, is a merchant, of Li- 
thonia, Georgia, and a deacon of the 
Baptist church. He is well known 
among bis colleagues in the business 
world as a successful financier and is 
much beloved by the great host of Geor- 
gia Baptists. 

Some of the chief characteristics of 
his splendid ability and financial success 
are attributed to his early training. The 
few opportunities he had were gripped 
with on iron will, improved by a de- 
termination to make good and to give hack to God and his parents 
a life worthy of the name be bears and the faith he had pro- 
fessed. 

Mr. Tribble is the son of the late Rev. A. E. Tribble, a pioneer 
preacher, wbo helped in clearing the way and laying the founds 
tion for the great structure of our Baptist Zion in many porta of 
Georgia, where he faithfully preached the old-fashioned gospel 
years ago. The son, Robert, was bom during the Civil War, near 
Decatur, DeEalb county, Georgia, October 6, 186S. His mo&er, 
who was before her marriage MIbs Elizabeth Smith, was a true and 
loyal mother and wife, and she believed in the Scripture, which 
said, "Train up a child in the way he should go : and when he is 
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old, he will not depart from iV* The life of her son and hk 
undaunted faith in Ood have folly proven the power of hia prona- 
iae in God's Word. 

On Augogt 2O9 1879, he surrendered his young life to God and 
united with the Bethlehem Baptist church and was haptised by 
his father, becoming at once an active member. Some years later 
the Decatur Baptist church, Decatur, Georgia, elected Mr. Tribble 
a deacon of that church, and he was ordained by a presbytery 
consisting of Bev. T. C. Boykin, Bev. David Shaver, DJ)., and 
Dr. S. G. Hillyer. 

In 1887, he moved to Lithonia, Georgia, and united with the 
Baptist church and was accepted as a deacon from the Decatur 
church. In 1902, he was elected derk of the church, which posi- 
tion he holds to-day, 1916, with credit, also having served on tiie 
board of deacons for twenty-nine years. 

Mr. Tribble is a loyal deacon, worthy of this hig^ and holy 
office, a faithful member of the church, and while he is a bnainaiB 
man he is never too busy to neglect his church, prayer*meet£D||^ 
Sunday-school or Baraca dass. 

He is a bom leader in the church, is not a waiting deacon, iNli 
a moving^ live^ hustler. He practices the motto, 'HX^t is worfii 
doing at all is worth doing well/' and again, '^f you want a thlpg 
done^ do it yourself/' He can show how things are done better 
than he can tell others how to do them. He has been a dioaa 
observer and has learned many things not written in books. Mr. 
Tribble is a liberal giver, and all his pastors will bear testimony 
to his fidelity to divine commands concerning giving. 

He was happily married in June, 1889, to Miss Cora Marbut, 
a lovely Christian character from one of the finest families in the 
State. Mr. Tribble is rich in his home estate. They have reared 
a splendid family of sons who are with him in business, and his 
daughters are accomplished and polished graduates of one of the 
best schools in the State. 

Mr. Tribble is one of those Baptist laymen who recognizes his 
responsibility as a member and officer of his church and goes ahead 
to discharge it. He does not count time and money dear unto 
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binuelf vfaen hu diurcb is in need of either, and then is no 
2«asonable sacrifice he would not make to preserve its honor. His 
leadership has been so wise and aggressive that his brethren seek 
bis counsel when diSSctdtiee arise and serious problems are con- 
fronted. He is quick to comprehend a situation and apt in mak- 
ing the best of it. His horizon is not boooded by the lines of 
his local conmrnnily or district association. His vimon, like hia 
spirit, is world-wide and he delights to have a part in world con- 
quests for his Savior and Lord. Sndi a laTinan is a benediction 
to his church and to his denoniinati<m. 



WILLIAM DAVID UPSHAW. 



Bom on a farm near Xewnan, in 
Coweta connfy, Georgia, October 16, 
1866, William David Upshaw did what 
many other men have done iriio have 
lived notable lives — he wedded the 
wholesome, character-building influence 
of a Christian home to the varied in- 
spirations that a bright, impressionable 
country boy drinks in from a well-or- 
dered rural life. 

His father, I. D. Upshaw, was a 
school-teacher in his earlier years, and 
a thoughtful, consecrated man, while his 
mother, who was Miss Addie Stamps, also of Coweta county, im- 
parted to her third son much of the wit, humor, and love of ro- 
mance which have been so largely manifested in the nature of the 
subject of this sketch. He was converted while a farmer boy, and 
was baptized at seventeen by Dr. A, B. Yaughan, into the fellow- 
ship of the Powder Springs Baptist church. 

After attending the public schools of Atianta from the age of 
eij^t to twelve, bis father became alarmed about the influence 
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of the city^B temptations upon his children, and, in th*e words of 
Will D. Upshaw, as he said to a body of stadents many years ago : 
''Because my father loved his boys better than he loved money, he 
moved us away from Atlanta, away from the gilded temptations, 
away from her devilish barrooms, away out into the blessed, beau- 
tiful country/' 

"And out there,*' he went on, '1 used to walk between my plow 
handles and dream my dreams and build my castles high — ^why, 
I actually made speeches to the old Georgia mule that dragged my 
plow that I expected to make in the United States Senate some 
day I Poor mule ! She couldn't help it — ^and she died soon aft^, 
failing to digest those unripe speeches." 

When this ambitious youth was on the threshold of his college 
plans he fell off a wagon one day when he was hauling wood and 
injured his spine, from which he has been a cripple for more than 
thirty years. But, despite his physical handicap, he has fought 
bravely over mountains of difficulty that would have appalled most 
men and made himself a national character on the lecture plat- 
form, especially as an eloquent champion of prohibition. From 
this angle of his many-sided nature he was recently introduced 
to the National Convention of the Anti-Saloon League at Indian- 
apolis as "a delightful mixture of Sam Jones and Billy Sunday." 

But his chief claim upon the love and gratitude of the Baptists 
of Georgia and of the South lies in his unselfish devotion to Mercer 
University and Bessie Tift College. He gave — ^what doubtless no 
other man ever did in the history of the denomination in Georgia 
— seven years of hard and effective work, without salary, to the 
endowment and equipment of these historic Georgia institutions. 

When Dr. Clarence J. Owens, now managing director of the 
Southern Commercial Congress, Washington, D. C, was president 
of Orangeburg Collegiate Institute, one of the South Carolina 
Baptist schools, Will D. Upshaw (Earnest Willie, many then 
loved to call him) delivered the commencement address when 
he was a student at Mercer. Dr. Owens tells how he was then 
on fire with plans for his alma mater, and how his several 
visits to the Orangeburg Collegiate Institute put stimulating ideals 
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before the stadents, firing them with a lidj eattrasiasm in a man- 
ner eqnalled b; few, if any, of the speakers before student bodies. 
Later, when he had finished his loan fund and endowment work 
for Uercer University, he answered the call of stmggling girls 
and became the financial eecretaiy of Bessie Tift College at For^ 
Byth, Oeorgia, where, side by side with President Charles Spnrgeoa 
Jackson, be was for four years setting the State aflame with en- 
thusiasm for the Christian education of G«oigia girls. 

Concerning his field work for this institution, the beloved Chan* 
cellor David C. Barrow, of the University of Georgia, said : "AU 
the educational institutions of our State will never be able to 
compute just how much they owe to Will D. Upshaw for bis State- 
wide campaign in behalf of Christian education. 

"While he was working especially to send boys to Mercer and 
girls to Bessie Tift, his impassioned appeal to ambitions yonth to 
properly prepare for life sent boys and girls to almost every col- 
lege in the State. It will take all time, and even eternity, to re- 
veal the good that his unique and wonderful campaign has done 
for Georgia's youth." 

The crowning bean^ of Mr. UpshaVs work for Monroe — now 
Bessie Tift College — came when tiie trustees of that institotion 
offered to name for him the new hundred-room brick dormitory 
which his unsalaried labor had helped so largely to build. He 
declined the honor in favor of his mother, and on the day the 
buildinK was dedicated he had sitting before liim in the audience 
that beloved mother who had watched over him so tenderly during 
his seven years on bed, and in a few words that moved many to 
tears he placed the proffered crown on his mother's brow. And 
from "Addie Upshaw Hall" hundreds of girls have already gone 
out, and thousands will yet go out into the world to tell the 
story of a son's devotion to his mother, and to womanhood, in his 
Master's name. 

After closing his work at Bessie Tift College, our reeouTcefnl 
friend began the publication of "The Qolden Age," an undenomi- 
national family paper, at Atlanta, Georgia. Through the columns 
of this periodical he has gratified the editorial dream that used to 
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inspire him when he la; on bed aUd dictated articles for "^His 
Sunny South," "The Marietta Journal," "The Atlanta Constitu- 
tion," "The Christian Index," and other papers — letters, atoriei^ 
and poems which found publication in a book of nearly 700 page^ 
entitled "Eameat Willie; or. Echoes from a Eeeluse," which passed 
into ten editions. 

"The Qolden Age" has been especially fearless and forceful in 
fighting the liquor traffic and in championing all forms of Chris- 
tian citiEenship. Some of its most notable editorials have been 
compared to the patriotic epics of Henry Qrady. 

But, whatever the theme of its editorial utterances, "the scarlet 
thread" of orthodox Christianity has run through everything, for, 
with his pen, on the lecture platform, and in his successful evan- 
gelistic work as an unordained preacher of righteousness, William 
D. Upehaw has stood with fervent fidelity for "old-time religion," 
Qie Book and the Blood, and salvation through redeeming love. 



ELIAS BENTON VICKERY. 

Prof. Elias Benton Vickery, the sub- 
ject of this sketch, was bom in Hart 
county, Georgia, June 16th, 1864. His 
parents, Elias Vickery and Ellen Skel- 
ton Vickery, were Scotch-Irish stock, a 
stock which contributed so much to the 
stability of Northeast Georgia prior to 
the Civil War and also aided materially 
during the dark days of reconBtmction, 
The opportunities for early schooling 
were very meager, but young Vickery 
managed to attend the country schools 
for BIX or seven weeks during the year, 
devoting the remainder of the time to work on the farm. 

In early life he showed a deep interest in education, and by dose 
application fitted himself to teach in the public schools of South 
Carolina. He was engaged in this work during 1885 and 188fi. 
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Not BBtiflfied will) the edncational advantages offered in the hij^ 
adiooU of Northeast Georgia, young Yickery entered the North 
Georgia Agricultural College at Dahlonega, Georgia. By hia 
EtodiouB habits and manly bearing he took a hi^ stand in thia 
inatitatioD from the beginning, winning the hi^est respect of both 
atadents and facol^. 

His college life was filled with many and varied activities. He 
vas a member of the Phi Mu Literary Society and on many occa- 
aions represented bis sode^ in public debates, where he gained 
quite a reputation as a logical and forceful thinker and debater. 

In the Cadet Corps he rose rapidly through the grades from 
private to senior captain. At all times he was known for his strict 
discipline and military efficiency. His company was one of the 
best that has been known in the history of the institution, and quite 
a large number of the meo trained under young Yickery have taken 
high stations in the military life of the State. In addition to bis 
many other duties he found time to devote quite a good deal of 
attention to Eappa Chapter of the Sigma Nu Fraternity, and the 
influence of his manly counsel and advice is still felt and seen in 
the hi^ standard of Eappa Chapter. 

In June, 1890, he graduated with first honor, receiving the de- 
gree of Bachelor of Arts. During his college course he distin- 
guished himself in both Mathematics and Latin, having won the 
Harlowe-Clarke medal in Mathematics and the Frank P. Bice medal 
in Latin. The A. M. degree was conferred on him in 1894 by 
the University of Georgia. In 1907 he took post-graduate work 
in the TTniversity of Virginia. 

Soon after graduation the Board of Trustees of the North Geor- 
gia Agricultural College recognized the manly qualities and broad 
scholarship of this young alumnus and offered him the chair of 
Greek and Latin in his alma mater. This position be has held 
continuously since that time, but in 1899 he was relieved of the 
work in Greek. 

Prof. Vickery has, since early youth, been deeply religious. He 
was converted and joined the Baptist church in August, 1880. He 
bas taken an active part in all the activities of the church since 
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that tune. He haB been a teacher in Strnday-ediool of the Dah- 
lonega Baptist diundi contmuonsly since 1890 ; also clerk of tba 
eame cbordi from 1894 to 1904. 

He has also found time to take an active part in Free Masonry 
and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He was Master of 
Blue Mountain Lodge, No. 38, F. & A. M., in 1899, and also in 
1911 ; also Noble Grand of Gold Hill Lodge, No. 461, 1. 0. 0. F. 

His time has also been freely given to the town of Dahlon^;«» 
having served both as councilman and mayor. 

In the early nineties he was happily married to Hiss Etta Mo- 
Mullan, of Hartvell, Georgia, and they have two children — a boy 
and a girl. Their home life is ideal, and is noted for its hospi- 
tality. 

In his quiet, dignified, unobtrusive way he has been able to shape 
tiie lives of many youths who came to him for coonsel and advice. 
Bis influence and work in the North Georgia Agricultural College 
have been unselfish and untiring, and he has contributed mnc^ to 
higher education and to the social and religious life of the State. 



OSCAB JEFFERSON WADE. 

"There are those who aerve in the valley. 

And thoae who lerve on the hitl; 
There are forces, too, on the mountain-side, 

United in itrength of will. 
There are those who serve with Binging, 

And gladden the world with ung. 
There are those who serve in bringing 

Life's sweets to the wafting throng." 

It is peculiarly fitting that these Unei 
should stand at the head of a chapter 
which is to tell of the character and 
career of Dr. 0. J. Wade, now. 1916, the 
beloved pastor of the Calvary-Honston 
Spuare Baptist church, of El Paso, Texas. Men who count for 
most ill the king<1om of service and ministers who contribute 
litrge)y toward tlie redemption of the world, or sway with elopaence 
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the mi^ty multitudes, but those who write their names in deeds 
of lore, and vith hands that serve, npon the hearts and consdencea 
of men. No man has ever stamped his personality more beautifully 
and indelibly upon the churches he has served, or the communities 
in which he has lived, than has the subject of this sketdi. He ia 
univeTsally beloved wherever he has lived, because his great shep- 
herd heart, his broad sympathies, his self-sacrificing spirit, bis 
loyalty to duty, and his undying devotion to his Lord and the 
needy sons of men whom Christ came to seek and to save have 
won for him the admiration and love of all who know him. 

Dr. Wade was bom in Ashley county, Arkansas, near Parkdale^ 
January 6th, 1870, and there with his father and mother he lived 
on a farm until he was ei^t years <dd. He then moved with his 
parents to a farm one mile from Monticello, Arkansas, where he 
lived and labored until he reached manhood's estate. His parents 
were poor but pious. They had character if they did not have cash. 
They believed in the things that make for the glory of God and 
the betterment of the human race. They early stamped upon their 
sons an ambition to achieve something in life that was really worth 
while. Possibly Dr. Wade owes more to his consecrated mother, 
who was a strong character and unselfish spirit, than to anyone else, 
for his ability to get an education. Between working on the farm 
and going to school as he could, he finally graduated witii honors 
from the Hineman tTniversity School, of Monticello, Arkansas, in 
the Spring of 1893. As an evidence of his standing in tlie esteem 
of those who were at the head of educational affairs he was at once 
elected to teach in the public school of Monticello. He gave one 
year to teaching. But in the Fall of 1894^, having won a scholarship 
in the University of Tennessee, located at Enorville, he entered that 
institution, where he remained one year. Then in the Pall of 1895 
he entered Ouachita College, at Arkadelphia, Arkansas, where for 
two years he diligently pursued his studies until he was graduated 
in the Spring of 1897, as the valedictorian of his dass, winning 
this honor, not by a vote of the class, but by making the highest 
average in all hia studies during his junior and senior years. While 
he was making this splendid record fae was also serving as editor 
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of the college magazine, acting as president of the Hulomathean 
Literary Society, and representing the collie in the Inter-CoU^;i- 
ate Oratorieal Contest He holds from this institution two wdl- 
earned diplomas, the A.B. diploma of June, 1897, and the DJ). 
diploma, which was conferred by the Board of Trustees in June, 
1914. 

While attending the Uniyersity of Tennessee he definitely de- 
cided to answer God's call to preach, and was ordained by the First 
Baptist church, of Arkadelphia, Arkansas, in May, 1897. After 
completing his course at Ouachita Collie he accepted the podticm 
to teach in the chair of mathematics in the High School of Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas. Here in tiie schoolroom, as elsewhere, he gripped 
the hearts of the boys and girls and left an impress for good upon 
the lives of many. 

However his shepherd heart yearned for the pastorate, so when 
the call came from the church of Magnolia, Arkansas, in June^ 
1898, he accepted the work and for nearly three years he served 
this church faithfully and well. The blessings and favor of Ood 
upon his work, together with the fact that he tiiere made tiie ridi- 
est discovery of his life, when he won the love of one of Magnolia's 
fairest daughters, gave him the blessed assurance that God called 
him to that field. 

In April, 1901, he accepted the church at El Dorado, Arkansas, 
and in October of the same year he returned to Magnolia to daim, 
in marriage, the hand of Miss Clara Watson Davies, a cultured, re- 
fined, accomplished, and deeply consecrated Christian young wom- 
an, one of the most gifted daughters of that fair little city. God 
was good to his servant in giving to him this woman of poise and 
piety and power, of charm and character, to be a helpmeet through 
all the eventful years of a most useful career. 

The years spent in the pastorate at El Dorado were years of prog- 
ress for the church, and grovrth for the pastor. They were full of 
happiness and blessing upon pastor and people. Here he did a 
monumental work and as a mark of the esteem in which he is held 
by the church he has repeatedly been called back there to hold 
meetings for them, and these meetings have always resulted in 
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mighty spiritual tides of blessing, and great ingatheringa of soolfl. 
While serring this church he was chosen to preach the annual aer- 
mon before the Arkansas Baptist State Convention which met in 
Conway in November, 1903. 

Immanuel Baptist church, of Little Bock, located in one of the 
best resident sections of this beautiful cit? of the West, extended 
to him a Tmanimoua and enthusiastic call in the Summer of ld05, 
and, feeling it was Ood's call to him, he accepted the work, and 
preached hie first sermon as pastor on September 3rd, of that year. 
The church had a membership of 448 at that time and when he 
left them the records show that more than a thoosand names had 
been added to the roll. Feeling the need of a building that would 
be commensurate with the rapid growth and the splendid possibili- 
ties of the church, and the growing population of the city. Dr. Wade 
delivered his soul on June 14th, 1906, on "The Need of a Kew 
Building," and on the following Friday night the church unanimous- 
ly and enthusiastically voted to erect a suitable house of worship^ 
and on June 16th, 1907, they entered the Sunday-school chapel a 
glad and happy people, and here they worshipped until June 9th, 
1912, when they entered their beaatiful new church home costing 
$75,000, and standing as "a thing of beauty and a jo; forever,** 
crowning the most elevated spot in that section of the city. Dr. 
Wade, in speakiag of it, said : "Here in the midst of our capital 
city stands embodied at last our sacrifices, our prayers, our faith, 
and our tears. May this house ever be none other than the hooae 
of God and the very gate of heaven." Dr. George W. Truett, per- 
haps the greatest preacher on the American continent, preached the 
opening sermon, a sermon in which he delivered his soul and fol- 
lowed it with a collection for the liquidation of all indebtedness, 
and more than $10,000 was raised. The Oolden Age, in. speaking 
of this enterprising paster, and this particular incident, said : 'Tas- 
tor Wade, who is nothing if not enterprising — even to the point of 
daring — wanted Dr. Truett to preach the opening sermon, and when 
the great Texas preacher, in the current of so many demands, 
thought he could not come. Wade didn't do a thing but get on th& 
train and go clear to Dallas, Texas, after him, and he landed hifli 
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man.'' This church house is one of the most beautifal buildings in 
all the Westy and the most complete workshop to be found in all 
the land. It is 139x92 feet, and has a seating capacity of 8^300. 
As a mark of Dr. Wade's charm of personality and stiengQi of lead- 
ership he completed this house of worship under iiie atm a a and 
strain of heroic sacrifices on the part of all, and yet he did not 
alienate the affections of any, but held all to him with hooks of 
steel, and could have remained indefinitely as pastor. When he 
lesigned one year later to take up the work in El Paso, Tezaa^ his 
people plead with him in tears not to leave them. 

He began his work as pastor of Calvary-Houston Square Baptiat 
church, El Paso, Texas, August 1, 1913, and now he is in tiie mjdfft 
of another great church-building enterprise. This new hooee of 
worship will cost nearly $100,000, and will occupy the beat location 
in the city. The church of which he is now pastor is said to be 
'^e most important pastorate west of Forth Worth," and ita growfli 
under his leadership is already far beyond the capacity of the preeent 
building, and the future for them is as bright as the promisee of 
God." Knowing the spirit and power and conquering faith of this 
consecrated servant of God, the writer of this sketch has already 
turned his face toward El Paso, and lifted his hat to AToUfm to 
the Calvary-Houston Square Baptist church, "Greater glories of 
the future, I salute you." 
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ISHAM EOAN WALKER. 

Isham Boan Wollcer Is a son of Jen- 
imah asd Sarah Jane Walker, and vaa 
bom in Douglas county, Georgia, April 
8d, 1879. 

In early childhood his parents moved 
to Carrollton, Georgia, where his early 
life was spent in the osnal rontine <tf 
the ordinary farm and other employ- 
ments, snch as are common for the labor- 
ing men and boys of our country. His 
parents being financially nnable to 
afford him anything more than rery 
meager opportunities for common school 
education, especially in early life, but he being possessed of more 
than ordinary native ability, his attainments of knowledge by means 
of general reading soon distinguished him as a student of quick and 
keen perceptions, and being blessed with parents who, thou^ poor, 
were pious and devoted members of the Baptist church, and being 
convenient to church and Sunday-school, which he attended, gave 
him excellent opportunities for religious training, and as the eldest 
of a family of several children he was recognized as the counselor 
with his parents for the minor children. Being also piously inclined, 
.in the fourteenth year of his age, he was converted and united 
with the First Baptist church, Carrollton, Georgia, and was bap- 
tized by the pastor, Rev. S. B. C. Adams, September 4th, 1893. 
Soon after this his parents, with their family, removed to Haralscm 
count}-, locating near the city of Tallapoosa, Georgia, where ilie 
same constant labors for the maintenance of the family were neces- 
sary. Therefore, his opportunities for finishing his madi-needed 
education were still beyond his reach, so that at the age of fourteen 
his school days were practically ended. But possessing indonutabl« 
will and believing that where there ia a will there is also a way, all 
of his spare time was given to the study of such topics as were 
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helpful to him in preparation for his life's work, having in his 
conversion a thrilling experience by which he felt convinced of tlie 
duty of giving himself to the work of the ministry in obedience 
to what he felt to be the Lord's imperative call. His one desire was 
to equip himself as best he could for the work. 

Therefore, while yet young he gave himself especially to the read- 
ing and study of the Bible, and so imtiring was he in his wisely 
chosen study that we might well speak of him ^^As the man of one 
Book." And growing familiar with the reading of this plain Eng- 
lish translation of the Holy Bible gave him light on Scripture texts, 
so that in the exposition of the Word he seemed easily and clearly 
to grasp the practical teaching of his chosen theme with the grace 
and force worthy of one of riper scholarship. 

On December 3rd, 1899, he was married to Miss Zollie J. Hunt, 
of Tallapoosa, Qeorgia, whose devotion to him and assistance as a 
true companion in the home and in his labors in the ministry have 
doubtless contributed much to his success, encouraging him in his 
efforts, so that soon after marriage his talent in the ministry be- 
came more apparent and more sought for, until his ordination to 
the full work of the ministry was called for and to which he was 
ordained by the church at Pleasant Grove, Haralson coimty, Geor- 
gia, November 9th, 1902, in the twenty-third year of his age, 
Reverends J. W. Stripland, H. P. Brown, and W. P. Whitlow acting 
as presbytery. 

Then began his regular work in the ministry, serving as pastojr 
most of his time with the country churches where his labors were 
blessed with a marked degree of success, the churches being built 
i«p by additional membership, beginning with the church at Pleas- 
ant Grove, Haralson county. Afterward the churches at Antioch, 
Salem, Beulah, Pleasant Hill, Abilene and Roopville, 1904 to 1907, 
inclusive, in the Carrollton Association. Afterward CarroUton Cen- 
tral, now Tabernacle, and Maple Street church, Rome, eadi half 
time, 1908 and 1909, then Maple Street church, Rome, full time 
for two years. After this the churches in Polk county; Enon and 
Pisgah, in Floyd county, 1913; also Reaves, Sugar Valley and Pair- 
mount in (Jordon county, to 1915, inclusive; present work, 1916, 
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Fainnoimt, Sngar Valley, Hill City, Oak Qrove, all in Qordoo 
county, Geor^B. The above meDtioDed have all been in the regnlar 
line of pastoral work. 

The Bubject of this sketch has, as all vise and earnest minieten 
should, kept a diary of his work with its accompanying events 
likely to be of interest to him or to his family or others in after 
years, an outline of which is added in conduding this brief notice, 
and which indicates to some degree the interest he feels in the 
Tork of hie sacred calling. In hie record may be found the fid- 
lowing: 

Sermons preached, 2,179, including funeral serricee, 111. Bap- 
tisms administered, 476; conples married, 73; miles traveled in die- 
charge of ministerial duties, 20,488. These figores outline the gen- 
eral survey of Mb field of labors for the thirteen years of his minis- 
terial life. 

Meek and gentle in spirit, sonod in the fundamental doctrines of 
salvation, fearless in contending for the faitii once delivered to the 
saints, and overcoming diflSculties that to some with perhaps more 
favorable opportunities would have seemed insurmountable, but to 
him the courage of true conviction to duty is sufficient, and being 
yet yoong in years still broader fields and greater heists tmder 
God are yet to be attained. 

"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life." Bev. 2:10. 
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LOUIS BACON WABBEN. 

Dr. Louis BicoD Warrai ii a direct 
descendant of one of the most distin- 
guished families of the South. EUs 
great-grandfather was Joaiah Warren, 
a native of Virginia and a captain in 
the Bevolntionar; War. Soon after the 
close of that mr he settled in Borke 
coonty, Georgia, where he became a nae- 
fol deacon of Bark Camp Baptist chordL 
Dr. Warren's grandfather was Ber. 
Eittrell Warren, a preacher of marked 
ability and for a niunber of yean a 
leading pastor in Alabama. His fatlier 
was Dr. Ebenezer Willis Warren, who was bom in Alabama, educa- 
ted in Houston county, Georgia, where he became a lawyer in bis 
early manhood and built up a lucrative practice. His passion for 
souls soon led him to gire up the practice of law to enter the min- 
istry. The first churches he served were Palmyra and Hebron, 
in Lee county, and Bottsford, in Sumter county. Later he served 
the churches at Guthbert and Lnmpkin. In 1868 he was elected 
editor of The Okrigtian Index, which was then owned by tiie 
Georgia Baptist Convention and published in Macon. In 1869 
he gave up that position to become pastor of the First Baptist 
church, of Macon. In 1871 he accepted a call to the First Baptist 
church, Atlanta, where his labors were greatly blessed for five 
years. In 1876 he became pastor of the First Baptist diurch, Bich- 
mond, Virginia, which he served with distinction for tliree yean. 
In 1879 he returned to Georgia to accept the pastorate of the First 
Baptist church, Macon. He closed his distinguished career as pas- 
tor of the Tattnall Square Baptist diurch, same dty, which grew 
out of a roiaston established by the First Baptist chnrdi under hla 
ministry. 

Dr. Warren's maternal ancestors were no less distinguished. 
His mother was Miss Caroline Mary Bacon, dsu^ter of Major 
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Edwin Bacon, of Liberty coiml?, Georgia. She was a grand- 
dsoghter of Dr. Henry Holcombe, founder of the Georgia Peni- 
tentiary System, founder of the Sayannah Female Orphan Asylum, 
one of the originators of co-operative work by Georgia Baptists, 
founder of Mt Enon Academy in Richmond county, one of the 
founders of Mercer University at Penfield, founder of the fii«t 
religious periodical published in the United States, which was 
called the "Analj^cal Bepoeitory," and closed bis eventful life as 
pastor of tiie First Baptist church, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Louis Bacon Warren was bom in Atlanta, Geoi^a, January 
1, 1876. His childhood was spent in Richmond, Virginia, and 
from youth to manhood in Macon, GFeorgia. Hie educational ad- 
vantages have been the best After going through the public 
sdiools of Macon and the Preparatory Department of Mercer 
Univerei^, he entered the Unlversi^ proper. After finishing at 
Mercer he took courses of study in Richmond College, Richmond, 
Tirginia, the University of Georgia, at Athens, Georgia, the South- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, at Louisville, Kentucky, and 
the Universilj of Chicago. He has acquired the degrees of LL.B., 
A3., A.M. and Ph.D. The honorary degree of D.D. was con- 
ferred upon him by Bethd College, Kentucky. 

In May, 1898, he enlisted with the American volunteers in the 
Spanish-American war and served for three months as private 
and corporal in Company F, of the First Georgia Regiment. He 
was then appointed as chaplain of the Third Georgia Regiment by 
Governor William Yates Atkinson, in which capacity he served 
until the close of the war. After the war he was elected chaplain 
of the Georgia-Alabama veterans of the Spanish-American war. 
He received bis military training as a member of the Macon vol- 
unteers in the Georgia Militia, of which he is a life member. 

Dr. Warren was converted in April, 1898, and in the following 
month was ordained to the full work of the gospel ministry by the 
Tattnall Square Baptist church, of Macon, Georgia, of which his 
father, Dr. E. W. Warren, was pastor. The presbytery was com- 
posed of his father, C. A. Turner, E. B. Carroll, and John E. 
BriggB- After completing his studies, he entered the pastorate 
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and has served the following churches: the First Baptist dmrch, 
Ocala, Florida, 1902-1905; First Baptist churdi, Beanmont, 
Texas, 1905-1907; First Baptist church, Owensboro, Kentucky, 
1907-1911; Second Baptist church, Bichmond, Virginia, 1911- 
1912. He left the last-named pastorate to assume the duties of 
Financial Secretary of Columbia College, Lake City, Florida. In 
May, 1913, he assumed his present position as Superintendent of 
the Department of Church Extension of the Home Mission Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. The pastorates of Dr. War- 
ren have been brief, but successful to a very high degree. The 
membership of the churches which he has served increased very 
rapidly, existing debts were wiped out, material equipment im- 
proved, contributions to missions and benevolence greatly en- 
larged. 

Dr. Warren is striking in his personal appearance, pleasing in 
his manners, and makes lasting friends on short acquaintance. He 
moves with ease and grace in the highest circles of society and is 
a favorite among the most highly cxdtured. This is to be ex- 
pected, as he has known nothing but the best in society from his 
childhood. At the same time it is remarkable with what ease he 
can adapt himself to the uncultured and the unfortunate poor, 
for whom he has a wealth of sympathy. People of all classes read- 
ily count him a friend. He bears the marks of a master, and 
there is something about him that inspires confidence in his ability 
to succeed in anything he undertakes. Though a young man, he 
has been remarkably successful in every position he has held, 
Tthether in the pastorate or in general denominational work. 

As a preacher his appearance in the pulpit at once arrests at- 
tention. Seemingly without effort he has perfect control of him- 
self and is free from objectionable mannerisms. He has an easy 
flow of language and a richness of voice which make his delivery 
pleasing. His sermons are brief, but pointed and convincing. He 
has a large store of general information covering a wide range of 
subjects, and he knows how to use it for the enforcement of the 
truth he presents. His sermons are so intensely interesting that 
his audience always feels that they are too short. 
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Dr. Wanen u a worthy son of a noble sire, and his past achieve- 
ments in learning and eerrice are a prophecy of Htill greater qbo- 
fnlneas in kingdcmi enterpneea. With him there is no division of 
thoDght and time between bosiness and the duties of a Christian 
minlBtw. While he is prompt in meeting his obligations, he showi 
no signs of a love of money. The exhortation of Jesos to seek 
first the kingdom of God and his ri^teonsness seems to be his 
motto. The examples which he has set thus far in his life as a 
minister are worthy of emulation, and he well deserves the high 
place he holds in the work of his denomination and in the aflec-' 
tions of the brotherhood. 



BTJFUS WASHINGTON WEAVER. 

Dr. E. W. Weaver was bom near 
Greensboro, North Carolina, Jnne 3, 
1870. His father was Preston DeKalb 
Weaver and his mother was Elizabetii 
Forbis Weaver. His early life was spent 
on the farm, like bo many of the ablest 
men in the countr}-. What a pity it is 
that boys ever have to live in the city I 
I ne attended school in Winter and worked 
I on the farm in Summer until be was 
fourteen years old, when the family 
moved to Greensboro. Here young 
Weaver learned the printer's trade for 
four years. Then he became a newspaper reporter and a Y. M. 
C. A. Secretary, and attended the public school in Greensboro. 
His varied life as a boy gave him a good preparation for Wake 
Forest College, North Carolina, where he graduated in 1893 with 
■the degrees of B.A. and M.A. From 1893 to 1896 young Weaver 
was pastor of the Salem Street Baptist churcli, at High Point, 
North Carolina. In the Autumn of 1896 he entered the Southern 
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Baptist Theological Seminary, at Louisville, Kentacky, where he 
took the Th.M. degree in 1898, and the Th.D. in 1899. He was 
an ambitious student and took an active part in the Seminary life, 
and was loyal to the institution in times of strife and storm. He 
was editor-in-chief of the Seminary magazine. Later he took 
courses of study in psychology and philosophy at Johns Hopkins 
University and the University of Cincinnati. 

Dr. Weaver was pastor of the Forks of Elkhom Baptist 
church, near Frankfort, Kentucky, 1897-1899. It was here that 
he met and later, in 1911, married Mrs. Charlotte Mason Payne, 
one of the most charming women of the Blue Grass region, who 
crowns his life with joy. From 1899 to 1903 Dr. Weaver was 
pastor of the First Baptist church, of Middletown, Ohio, where he 
wrought a great work in that cultured community and has left a 
lasting name. He led the church to build the handsome new 
edifice in which they now worship. From 1903 to 1906 he was 
pastor of the Brantly Baptist church, of Baltimore, Maryland, a 
great people's church which gave him a new sort of opportunity for 
his powers. From 1906 to 1908 he was pastor of the Mt Auburn 
Baptist church, of Cincinnati, Ohio, where a really great work was 
interrupted by a break in his health. But a stay in the Canadian 
noods put him on his feet again. From 1908 to the present time, 
1916, Dr. Weaver has been pastor of the Immanuel Baptist church, 
Nashville, Tennessee. He took this church when it was a small 
band, worshipping in a poorly equipped house. Now they have a 
beautiful temple, free of debt, and have trebled their membership 
and run a budget of some twenty-five thousand dollars a year. It 
is one of the aggressive forces in Southern Baptist life, and has a 
still greater future under Dr. Weaver's leadership. 

It is in Nashville that Dr. Weaver has really come to his 
own. He has grown greatly as a preacher and pastor, as a de- 
nominational leader, as a student and author, as a publicist and 
champion of high ideals. His activities during the years in Nash- 
ville are many and varied. He is a member of the Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, and has given much 
timo and thought to this great educational enterprise. He is 
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President of the Education Board of the Tennessee BaptiBt Con- 
vention. He is a member of the executive committee of the Edu- 
cational CommisEion of the Southern Baptist Convention. He is an 
instructor and lecturer in the Theological Department of Vander- 
bilt University. He is a trustee of the Southern Baptist Theolog- 
ical Seminary. He is a trustee of the Soger Williams Univeraity. 
He is the secretary of the Nashville Vice Commission and one of 
the recognized leaders in the fight against the social evil. He has 
been for years an honorary member of a labor union. Typographical 
Union No. 20, holding the position of chaplain and often address- 
ing the union upon the relation of organized Christianity and 
organized labor. He is a thirty-second degree Mason and for two 
years vas the Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of the Uasons 
of Tennessee. He was elected at the recent meeting of the Ten- 
nessee Baptist State Convention as secretary of Christian Educa- 
tion, but he has not yet signified his intention to accept. 

Dr. Weaver is a preacher of marked ability and suggestiveness. 
He has a mind charged with energy and works at his task with 
diligence. While at Middletown he published "The Christian 
Conversationalist," which has had a useful career as a handbook 
for personal work. It was at this time that he coined the word, 
'Haaptisticism," and started a discussion that aroused no little in- 
terest among Baptists at home and abroad. In 1913 he delivered 
the "Sunday School Lectures" before the faculty and students of 
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, and after extended re- 
riaion the lectures were published by the Fleming H, Eevell Com- 
pany in conjunction with the Baptist Sunday School Board under 
the title of "The Religious Development of the Child," a book 
which has won for him fame as a student of religious psychology. 

Dr. Weaver has given special attention to the problems of re- 
ligions work in the city and has written many articles and tracts 
upon the subject. One of the latter, "The Problem of the City," 
has had a circulation running into tens of thousands. For years 
his supreme intellectual passion has been the search for the proofs 
of the verity of the Christian religion as found in the scientific 
study of human experience. One of the courses which he gives 
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annually in Yanderbilt University deals with the niuTenal pej* 
ehological elements which appear in the Christian ejqperienoe. He 
is now engaged in writing a book embodying the reanlts of his re- 
search under the title, ^The Psychological Bases of Chziativi 

Faith/' 

Dr. Weaver is a practical idealist and does not allow his fonduBji 
for philosophy to wean him away from the evezydaj work of iiie 
kingdom. On the contrary, his dreaming blossoms into meliii 
tion in a wondrously vital way. 

In 1912 the degree of D.D. was conferred on Dr. Weaver .bj 
Wake Forest College and by Bethel College. He wears this honor 
worthily and grows richer in spiritual power with the years. 

Dr. Weaver is a minister with scholarly tastes and habits^ a ijfe 
none too common in the South. But he is no Dr. Dry-as-dnst 
He loves his books, but he loves people also and wins them to him 
and knows how to put people to definite and congenial tasks so ss 
to develop their powers and multiply their usefulness. He is a 
leader who keeps ahead of his people and yet who really gets them 
to work like a hive of bees. 

Dr. William Russell Owen^ of the Hanson Place Baptist church, 
of Brooklyn, New York, closed a sketch of Dr. Weaver which ap- 
peared in the Religious Herald with the following: 'Tfow the 
man. ^Lovable,' I should say, was the word, and yet there are more. 
Alertness at perception of social harmonies is not the least of his 
pastoral attractions. He is prone to overlooking the puny and pro- 
voking disparities of all men and to win them by appealing to the 
highest motives to respond to the best teachings. He is cautious, 
controversial, contrite in debate; overtaxing, immethodical, rapt 
in his ministry; a lover of study and a de\aser of ways. In 
leaving let me say, When he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth 
before them/' 
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JESSE THOMAS WILLUM8. 

Je§Be Thomas Williams is of Irish 
deecent. Hie father, BeT. John WiU- 
isms, vas a Methodist minister and a 
native of Ireland. From the best in- 
formation that can be gathered, be was 
of mixed blood, most likely of Irish and 
Scotch parentage. He entered the 
Methodist ministr; early in life, bat 
died before reaching his prime in his 
holy calling. The mother of Mr. Will- 
iams is full-blooded Irish, thou^ in her 
personal appearance she bean the 
marks of Scotch. She is a devoted 
Baptist and is unswerving in loyalty to her church. With it all 
she is a spiritually-minded woman and the very soul of honor. 
'She does not know how to stoop to little and mean things, and she 
carries the sunlight of joy in her face. 

■ Mr. Williams was bom on March 4, 1878, at Spring Place, Mor- 
TSy conn^, Georgia. His early life was spent on the farm. His 
father having died when he was two years old, the responsibility 
of the family fell upon him at an early age. On this account his 
«ducation was limited to the advantages offered in the common 
schools. After reaching manhood he received commercial training 
at the Uoss Businees College, Rome, Georgia. Much of his real 
education has been acquired outside of the schoolroom. Books at 
his command have been few in number, but they have been of the 
right sort and were not only read but studied. Thon^ he is not 
a man of letters, he has a good store of general information and 
die happy faculty of putting it to good use. 

Mr. Williams was converted in 1893, and from that time on 
he has been a hapfo' and useful Christian. His life is above re- 
proach and his optimistic spirit and bis faith in God and man 
fit him for leadership among his brethren. Like bis mother, who 
still lives in his home, he could not be induced to do s little 
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thing. He carries the sunshine of optimism in his face and his 
presence is a good remedy for despondency. 

From 1893 to 1900 he was clerk, chorister, and Sunday-sdiool 
teacher in the Floyd Springs Baptist church, Flpyd couniy, Geor- 
gia. From 1900 to 1909 he was director of music for the Fiftt 
Avenue church, Rome, Georgia; and for three^ years of that time 
he was superintendent of a Simday-school in West Bome and k 
teacher of the Young Men's Bible Class in H^ Avenue church 
During these sixteen years he devoted the greater part of his tim^ 
during the Summer in conducting music in evangelistic meetings 

r 

wherever he had opportunity. He loved this work so well that 1^ 
gave up his business entirely, in 1909, and for five years was an 
evangelistic singer in the employ of the Mission Board of tl^ 
Georgia Baptist Convention. Most of this time he was associated 
with Evangelist H. C. Buchholz. He made friends wherever he 
went, and few men in the evangelistic field are more popxdar with 
the churches than Mr. Williams. As an evidence of this fact, he 
has standing engagements with given churches to assist them in 
meetings from year to year. 

Mr. Williams is a bom musician, and he has cultivated his gift 
to a high degree. Writing music is not an irksome task to him; 
he does it for the love of it. In 1916 he gathered together choice 
productions of his own and of other authors, which he compiled 
and published in a book entitled ''All Hail Immanuel.'' The man 
behind the book gave it a ready sale. The first edition of three 
thousand copies was sold in a few weeks, and a second edition of 
five thousand copies will be exhausted within less than six months. 

In 1913, the Mission Board of the Georgia Baptist Convention, 
by which he was employed as evangelistic singer, was seriously in- 
volved in debt. Mr. Williams voluntarily retired from its service, 
and for nearly three years he has been assisting pastors in meetings 
in Georgia and in other States, accepting voluntary contributions 
for his services. These have been ample for the support of his 
family. Of course some churches pay more for such service than 
others, but he has never been known to complain of what has been 
offered, nor to show any concern about money during a meeting. 
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Combined with bia gifts and attaimaentB in musi<^ be ia an 
eflective organizer and personal worker. Wbile liiB voice is full 
tnd well-rounded, be singa most wltb his spirit and his hearers are 
impressed with his earnestness and sincerity. In this way be 
vine tbeir confidence and they become willing to follow bis lead 
in organization. He is eepeciaUy gifted in organizing and train- 
ing junior choirs. The children are readily won by bim, and 
become inspired with self-confidence and with confidence in him, 
and they rally to Ms leadership. In his personal work he is snc- 
cessful in leading nominal church members into the discharge of 
their Christian duty. Uany mature men hare been encouraged 
by him to give public testimony to Christ and to lead in public 
prayer. He is also gifted in conducting devotional meetings pie- 
ceding the sermon, and his exhortations are Scriptural and earnest^ 
and his impassioned appeals to Christians to live godly lives, and 
to the unconverted to come to Christ, are efFective. 

One of the strongest points in the work of Ur. Williama as an 
evangelistic singer is his abili^ to strengthen the tie between 
the pastor and his church. No opportunity is lost to magnify the 
pastoral oiBce and to emphasize the importance of co-operation be- 
tween pastor and people, not only in its local work, but in tlie 
work of the denomination as well. In his conception, the king- 
dom of Jesus is to become universal, and the individual is the unit 
of operation. In his work he Btrengtiiens the weak places in the 
life of the churches, and as an individual onit he contributes to 
the progress of the kingdom. 
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JOHN QBAVES Wn^ON. 

Bar. J. 0. WilwiL, son of Jsoob Sam- 
uel and Eliza V. Wilson, is one of our 
beet and most thoughtful preachere in 
South Carolina. His kindnea and in- 
terest in all people naturally drav them 
to him. His manner is such that all 
fed at home in hia presence. With him 
there is quiet and reel 

Bev. J. Q. Wilson was brought up 
in the cotintr;, his parents living on a 
small farm near Homer, Banks coun^, 
Georgia, where he was bom July 18, 
1879. He is a child of the hills, studied 
first in the academy of nature and the coumion people. He had 
limited opportunities to read : there were few books in the home. 
The mother's Bible, however, was there and often opened and 
read to the young child. This school at the mother's knee was 
the beginning of a great career. He was a child of many prayers. 
He attended the "Old Field School," where he learned to read 
and write. Converted at tiie age of nineteen, he joined the B^ 
tist church at Oak Orove, near Gainesville, Georgia. 

At the age of twenty-one, he became conscious of the fact that 
God had called him to preach the gospel, and therefore he be^sn 
to prepare for the ministry, having no means except a will and 
determination. Working a while, he entered the preparatoiy de- 
partnipnt of Newberry College, Newberry, Soath Carolina, witii 
only "one hundred dollars." For nine long years he fought the 
battle with poverty and ignorance, graduating with the B.A. degree 
et Fiirraan University, Greenville, South Carolina, in 1907; thai 
he took a three-year course in Colgate Theological Seminary, grad- 
uating there in 1910. 

While in college, he was a favorite of all the students, holding 
all the offices which could be bestowed upon him in the four year*. 
He held the confidence of both faculty and students. During bis 
Junior year at Funnan he was ordained to the gospd ministry, at 
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the Baptist diurch of PrincetoD, South Carolina, after which he 
aerred this church, sod three others, aa supply pastor, in connec- 
tion with his college work. And wherever he preached the peo- 
pie were impressed with hia piety and eamestneBB of purpose. 
Oft^ he broke down and wept, as did hia Master, over the loat 
of hia flock. He haa ahown unbounded faith in God, and the 
power of hia Word. He has some of his great-grandfather's apirit, 
iriio was a Methodist miniater, and who traveled from Georgia to 
KTew York in a bngg^, preaching the gospel aa he went His 
grandfather, Jackson Wilson, was a Baptist preacher, locally known 
and respected. 

J. G. Wilson was exceedingly fortunate in hia marriage, whidi 
occurred in August, 1910, when Miss Marie Watson, of Green- 
ville, South Carolina, became his wife. She is one among the 
most beautiful spirits in the country. She has been, and is, a 
great factor in the success with which his ministry is blessed. 

Althongh his pastoral experience extends over only six years, 
yet it has been varied. After graduating at Colgato Seminary in 
June, 1910, he accepted a pastorate in West Central New York. 
Here were formed sacred ties between pastor and people, which 
will last forever. So that, when in the Fall of the following year, 
& call came to him to return to South Carolina, it is little wonder 
that the members of his New York paatorato besought him to 
remain with them. But, in spito of the success of his work there, 
and the strong bonds of love titat had been formed between him 
and this noble people, his heart turned back to his native South- 
land. Consequently, in November, 1911, he began work with 
three strong country churches in Greenville coun^, South Caro- 
h'na, making his home at Fountain Inn. Aftor two years of de- 
lightful service with these noble people, he accepted the call to 
Ninety Six, South Carolina, where he now lives and labors, 1916, 
and where he is developing a splendid New Testament church. 

He is especially fond of the country churches, and is also in- 
terested in mill churches, since he once worked in a cotton mill, 
and knows the great need of the gospel in these villages. 

Beyond a doubt, J. G. Wilson is a great spirit in our denomina- 
tion, and the future of his ministry will be watched with pleasure. 
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HAEDY LATHAN WINBUEN. 




Hardy Lathan Winbum, the second of 
the n&me, wae bom on a farm in Ota 
suburbs of Bella, Crockett cotmfy, Ten- 
neseee, April 16, 1877. He was given s 
good place from which to start apon his 
career. The freedom and activity of the 
farm gave him opportuni^ to grow up 
naturally and insure the fullest develop- 
ment of his personality. Bealitiee were 
all about him and nature's art and mys- 
tery provoked reflection. Proximity to 
the wholesome life of the little ci^ was 
a further circumstance in the life of the 
boy who was ordained to & large fellowship and assodatioii witli 
men and women; for it was doabtless this social life of the com- 
munity which has made the student-preacher of this sketch a genial 
companion and a loyal comrade. As much as we land the country 
and reprobate the city, it is the Incky compounding of the two 
that has promoted power, versatility, and greatness in many men 
and won for them the recognition of their fellows. The farm, 
with its pure air, its healthful and respectable labor, with amuse- 
ments which are not patented, but are largely the inventions of 
the young who enjoy them, together with the town, with its aggre- 
gation of young people, and social life, centering in the school 
and the church, contributed to the character and determined 
the characteristics and powers of the man who now commands tlie 
attention from a great metropoUtan pulpit. 

Dr. Winbum is, however, no exception to the rule that parentage 
predisposes and training prepares for ueefolness and renown. His 
father, H, L. Winbum, was of English-Iriah-Scotch extraction, 
and exhibited many of the best traits and much of the peculiar 
strength of each. If there were space to do so, it would be intei^ 
csting to point out some of the English, Irish, and Scotch inher- 
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itancee vhich betray themselves in the social, religious, and intel- 
lectual life of the son. His mother was a Sinclair, or, as some 
members of the family have preferred to spell it. Saint Clair. Al- 
though the snbject of this sketdi is by instinct and preference a 
Democrat and much of a commoner, the family tree is adorned 
■with flie coat-of-arms of the English nobility. His mother's family 
moved from Virginia to Mississippi at an early day in the de- 
velopment of the latter State. His greats-great-grandfather was a 
Bevolutionary soldier, and his grandfather was in Mexico in 1848, 
and also enlisted for service in the Civil War, although exempt 
because of age. His father, physically disqualified for the army, 
served the Confederacy by evading the blockade and securing 
medicines and merchandise for the men in arms. Two uncles were 
gallant Confederate cavalrymen, one with Qeneral Forrest, and the 
other served in a Kentucky company. 

Dr. Winbum was graduated from the Soathwestem Baptist Uni- 
versity at Jackson, Tennessee, and from this institution and Oua- 
chita College he received later the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 
While in coU^e he took all the medals for oratory that were 
offered and specialized in psychology and philosophy for three 
years. 

It was a piece of good fortune, or preferably, it was by a de- 
signing Providence that the brilliant young preacher began his 
public life in small pastorates and was not misled by some partial 
but unwise friend into assuming a pastorate of large and exacting 
duties at the beginning of his ministry. Country and village 
churches first claimed his talents. 

A denominational leader says : "I became acquainted with him a 
few weeks after he began his pastorate of the First Baptist church 
in the college town of Arkadelphia, Arkansas. It is true that at 
that time he was but twenty-six years of age, but he was an excep- 
tionally mature man for one so young. At the first meeting he 
made a distinct impression on me. Here was a preacher, I oV 
serred, with a head as well as a heart and month, and commcoi 
sense as well as religion. I found that he had a dear head, soond 
judgment, a store of information, and that be was thinking large 
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thoughts on great questioiis while many people at tiiat tone were 
huBj with petty qaeations. Although young and but recently oome 
into a pastorate which laid large local demands upon him, he was 
deeply concerned for kingdom interests and the general denomini^ 
tional welfare. I had not heard him speak three sentences to a 
public audience before I found that he had ihouj^ty imagination^ 
and language. Indeed, his good sense was the more impressed 
upon me by his evident effort to hold the reins on his agile rhetoric 
and bounding fancy. He would not suffer himself to be sopho- 
moric even before a body of student boys and girls.** 

He began his pastorate in Arkansas about the time opposing 
forces in the denomination were being lined up for a desperate 
conflict. A paper, which the constructive forces of the denominar 
tion in the State had established, had fallen into the hands 
of those who, once in possession of such an instrument^ b^an a 
furious onslaught on Baptist institutions in and without the State. 
Never perhaps in the long history of Southern Baptists has the 
demagogue so run riot and for a season more gleefully wrought 
havoc among sacred institutions and Christian enterprises than in 
this period and in this good State. Men who through toil, pati- 
ence, and tears had built up the Baptist cause and welded together, 
in bonds of Christian confidence and affection a strong brotherhood 
were compelled to witness this destruction. Personal feeling ran 
high, and incautious speech was heard on every hand. Many good 
men were misled; others embittered. Some lost their heads and 
not a few lost heart. The need for sober-minded, dear-headed, 
courageous, and right-hearted men was great. To a surprising and 
gratifying degree these qualities were exhibited by the young col- 
lege pastor. He showed rare discretion under severe provocation, 
and held his powers in reserve in times when their use would haye 
been futile. Flinching not an inch from his convictions and loy- 
alty to the organized work of the denomination, he nevertheless 
made and kept friends in both camps, and counseled patience, 
peace, forbearance throughout this period of devastating insur- 
gency and strife. During the entire period of a pastorate whidi 
continued with increasing usefulness for eleven years, he made 
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I distinct and large contribatioo to the general life and work of 
ODT Baptist people in his adopted Stat« and helped eflectnally to 
make poBsible the better day and Baccesses which Axkanaaa Bap- 
tists have now well entered. 

While quieUy but effectaall; serving his denomination in the 
Arkansas pastorate and exercising a ministry at large io which 
he was being called by bis brethren despite his modes^ (for he 
is a very modest and unpretentione man), the Sonthem Baptist 
Convention met in Oklahoma City. On a certain evening during 
. the Convention when Home Missions was the special order, there 
was a lull in the program at a very late hour. Dr. Winbum was 
called and urged to speak, but hesitated, while the great throng 
was restless and some began to leave the building. Under strong 
insistence be came to the front and began to speak. It was his 
first speech before the Convention and his name was unknown to a 
majori^ of those present. Quickly his incisive phrases, epigrams, 
specimens of chaste and beautiful rhetoric, periods of genuine elo- 
quence and nuggets of philosophy aroused the audience and can^t 
and held rapt attention. The speech was not long, but long 
enough to put to convincing test the speaker's ability to hold the 
attention of a great mass meeting of men and women beyond a 
reasonable hour for adjournment. When after thirty minutes, the 
audience was dismissed, and men and women had opportunity to 
exchange opinions, the reputation of the young Arkansas preacher 
was made, or at least insured. Alt who heard him knew that a 
new voice had spoken to a Southern Baptist Assembly, and that 
it was a genuine voice and would be heard again, often and widely. 
Following the Convention the reports by the press and mes- 
sengers, the man who made this address began to receive iovita' 
tions to conventions, institutes, conferencea, and Chautauquas of 
various sorts in such succession as to overtax his time and em- 
barrass him. Shortly the Walnut Street church, in search of a 
saccesBor of the lamented Dr. T. T. Eaton and the popular Dr. H. 
A. Porter, had its eye steadily fixed and its heart Snnly set apon 
H. L. Winbum for the pastorate. He has now spoken from the 
pulpit of this great and influential church for three years and his 
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powers have stood the seyere test of standards set by his brilliant 
predecessors and the commanding position of that chnrch in the 
city and denomination. He has met all expectations, steadily in- 
creased his reputation, and has before him alluring heights of use- 
fulness and honor as an ambassador of Christ. 

One who knows him well says: '^y first characterisation of 
Dr. Winbum would be that he is genuine. He is sincerely relig- 
ious and his piety is robust. He is sound in moral and mental 
virtues and has lofty but practical religious ideals.'' 

There is in him more than a streak of genius, but his genius is 
not eccentricity, nor has it become a self -consciousness; hence it 
has not been substituted for hard work. It is balanced and utilized 
for sane purposes and practical and worthy ends. Instead of being 
allowed to expend itself in fantastic dreams and freakish enter- 
prises, it is made into motor power for a useful and helpful mu> 
ietry. This poetic instinct is the heritage from his mother, who, 
through difiBculties insurmountable to any but a love and faith 
like hers, led the soul of her boy, and was his constant inspiration 
and ideal from earliest childhood. 

He has, as has been indicated, the gift of eloquence in a high 
degree, and in genuine quality, and yet he is not distinctly the 
type of preacher who is usually called eloquent. His ministry 
has substance in it, and it is the effort to get his message securely 
told that keeps his eloquence under such constant and fine controL 
There are few public speakers to whom beautiful speech and poetic 
figure are so easy and natural, and yet many indulge smaller capac- 
ity for these than he does his natural and ample gifts. The poetical 
and beautiful are as natural to him as the clover blossom and the 
goldenrod to his Tennessee farm home, but his serious business is 
that of making a substantial crop of nutritious grain, and he 
crushes many a flower that he may lo this. 

In neither theology nor philosophy is he a tyro. He came out 
of a Tennessee religious environment which predisposed to a doc- 
trinal content for the sermon. He is a dose student of the New 
Testament and its best interpreters. His opinions are well founded 
and his convictions sincere and strong. As a student he spe- 
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dalized in philosophy, and thia snbtle science has still pecnliar 
fasciiiation for hia penetrating intellect. 

As a denominationalist, Dr. Winbnrn belongs to tiiat invaloa- 
ble body of men among us who are progressive as regards Chris- 
tian activity, constmctive as to thinking and the care of enter- 
prises vbich the denomination has created and fosters, while con- 
seiratiTe as regards the ralne of historic faith and the validity of 
the evangelical and accepted Christian apologetics. Consequently 
he tears down little and seeks diligently to build ap. His sympa- 
thies are with those who conserve, but who at the same time con- 
atmct Those who are radical, either in destmctive or constructiTe 
methods, find in him a force to be reckoned with. He is frankly 
and without apology a denominationalist, but he is a Christian gen- 
tleman who observes Christian proprieties in his Cbriatian and 
neighborly intercourse. 
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